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un^eftionably give them -affiirance of its merit. 

For this public teftimony of your favor> in which- 
I i»ide myfclf ; accept. Sir, my moft' grateful ac- 
knowledgments 5 and believe me to be, with gre^t 
rtfped^ 

Your obedient,- humble Servant, 

JOHN CARVER> 
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X HE. favorable rtcq)tioii this work has met 
with, claims the Author^s moft gprateful acknowledg- 
ments. A* large edition having run off in a fcvr 
months, 2Bd the &I0 appearing to be fiill unabated, 
a new impreffion is become neceflary. On this oc- 
ca£on, v^as he to conceal his feelings and pais over in 
Ulence, a diftin^km fo beneficial and flattering, ht 
would juiJdy incur the imputation of ingratitude. 
That he might not do this,- he takes the opportunity, * 
which now prefentsntfelf, of conveying to the Public 
(though in terms inadequate to the warm emotions 
of his heart) the fenfe he entertains of thcir^ favor \ 
and thtxS trsoifmits to them his thanks.- . 

In this- new editiofti care has been taken to refti-- 
fy thofe CTrors which have unavoidably proceeded 
from the hurry- of the prefs, and likew life any incor- 
rcftnefe in^the language that has found its way into it, 

The credibility, of fome of the incidents related in 
the following-pages^ arid fome of the ftories introduced 
therein, havingjbecrn qui^icmed, particularly the prog- 
noftication'of the IncUaa prieft on the banks of Lake 
Superior, and tlie fi:ory of- the Indian and his rattle . 
fiidce, the author thinks it- neceflary. to avail himfelf 
of the fam^. opportunity^ to endeavor to eradicate 
any impreflions tixat might have been made on the 
miads- dl his veitdfirs^ by the apparent improbability of 
thefe ]^latioits. ^ . 

. As: tO' the fotrnef, hd Has related it juft as, It hap-- 
pened. : 'Being an eye witAefs to the whole tranfac- 
tion (and, he flatters" himfclf> at the time, free from 
every trace, of fceptical obftiriacy or inthufiaftic cre- 
dulity) he was confequjently able to defcribe every, 
cixtriitB&anti^^Sf^My and- impartially. This he has 
dosQEe'$/ halt .without endeavoring to. account for the 
nmsa^ bjf vhich it -was accompUflied, Whether the 
prcdifliwa wa$ the. refclt of prior obfcrvations, from 
which certain coirfeq^cuiaes were expected, to follow 
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by the fagacious pci^ ^kl tbe coiQpletion of it mere- 
ly accidental 5 or whether he was really cndpw^d with 
ibpernatiiral powers, the narrator left to the judg-" 
ment of his readers ^. whole condufionsi he fupppie^, - 
"V^aricd according as the mental faculties of 'each were 
difpofed to admit or rejefl fafts that caniu^t be. ac-i 
counted for by natural caufes. ' . * 

The ftory of the rattle fiiake wa$ related to, hyn. by . 
a French gentlecnaa o^ undoubted vetadty j and were . 
the readei^ of this work as thorwghly acqi;iaiiUje.d 
with the fagacity, and inftinftive jwoceedings. o£ that 
animal, as he is, they would be as*wdl afibred of the - 
trutk of it. It is well knowatiiat thde fnakes, which 
liave furvived through the fiimmcr, the accidents rep- 
1 lies are liable to, periodicaily retire to the woods, at ; 
ihe approach of winter ; where each (as carious ob- 
. fervers have remarked )v takes pofleflion of the cavity it 
had occupi^ the preceding yean As fopn as tlie . 
ieafon is propitious, enliveaed by the invigoi^ating . 
rays of the fun, th^y leave thefe retreats, an4 mak« 
their way/«o the fatne fpot, though «ver fo . diftant, * 
on which they before had found iubfiftence, and the. 
means of propagatilig their fpecies* Does ic tJ^^.r)^-!- : 
quire any extraordinary exertions 6f the ixund* to. bp- * 
lieve, that one of thefe regular creatures, after ha^lring . 
beet:t*ki«idly treated by its maftcr, fhoul<i ' return » to ^ 
the box, in which it had ufually been fupplied' with : 
^ food, and had met with, a' comfi^rtablc abode, and that : 
nearly about the time the Indian, from fbroicr cxpor-*. 
iments, was z^ble to giicfs at ? It certainly do«r not ; 
iior will thejiberal and ingenuous doubt the. trutii.tjf - 
.»fter-y /b well authentiicated, becaufe tHc ciriiuttir. 
ftanc^ appear extraordinary in a country wh^e the 
. fiibjeft of it is fcarcely kuown.' . ♦ '' - i *^ * 

Thefe explanations the author hopes'wiH^fijIBceiii^ 
Convince his 'readers^! that he h«s .not, as rmnseBafR* 
are fometimes fappofed to do/'^^ufed ihemr with juwi 
probable tales, or wifhed to acquire ' in^^wrtawica by/ 
making hU adventured- favor of th? mirV^toas/ ; . . .. 
- . - ..CONTENTS. 
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I O fooxier tnur thfe kte wtr'i^^ IVance 
f^onduded, and peace dbbtHhed- hf the treaty of 
VerfaiHes, m the year t^6^ tiam-I'htgBOi to coofid- 
cr (having rendered my cdvaakf fomt ftrviccs diip* 
ing the war) how I migl^t' centinue ftiU fmiceablei' 
and contribute, as tntirfi as lay in mjt po>*fer, to ixudter 
that vaft ac^tiifititm of territory,* gaified^ by Great 
Britain; in North Atnericai advaxttageons to it. It 
appeared to inc indifpenfably needfai, that gorem- 
mcht' fliould be acqnahitcd, in the firft pike, wfth 
^he tr6e fVate of tlie domintons the;^ Mk novr be* 
cbmc ipc^ffcflid of.: To this purpofe, I detthmnicd, 
as the uext proof of my zeaJ, to exploit the »dt im- 
Imown parts of diem> and to fpare no ftmKIt cnr tx^ 
padh in ac^alring a fehowled^ that pMWHtiM ^'^ 
fotiftfiilto nay'cotmtrymen.' 1 fcnew thar mazly «l4h 
ftruAions wbuld arife to my icheme ftott^ the traot 
ittf ^o6A Maps aitd Charts j for the Fiendi, ^hiMl 
ttcjr retained their- poxver In N^rth AtflerklK t^ad 
hkm ^every artful nvethod to keep alf othtr actions, 
^rtfcnkriy the Eh|Jfh, fa ignorance t)f the concern^^ 
ttf the' mtcrio^^ parts of"^ it : and id accoBOj)iifh this 
^efign, with the greater certainty, f ley had publlfbeJt 
ihaccarate Maps iand falfc accounts'; calling the 4^^ 
*feient Ba^ioiis- of the^ Indians by tiicknahies they had 
given themtj ahd not b]^ thofe Malty appertaining t4 
them* Wh^her the ihtcntion of the Ftench, in doj. 
ing this/'was to prevent thcfe nations fr cm being dif- 
tbvered aftd thided with, or to coiiceal their difcoUrS^ 
Ijirhcn they talked to each other of the ladian con- 
<3ems, in their ptefencc, I will not deteijnine ; but 
•wh-sTtfoever was the caufe from Tfvhichit arol'c, i^ 
tended to niiflead. ' - ' 



6 INIRODUCTION. 

As a proof that the Englilh hud been' greatly 'de- 
ceived by thefe aecounts, ^aid,4iiat- diei,i?-%knowicdge 
relative to Cahad-a had nfirrilf-been-^v^ry^ confined ; 
before the conqucfl of- Crown Point, in 1759, it 
had been efteemed aii' impregnable fortrefs ;, but no- 
ioonci: \yas k ^l^n,;thaiv.ye.f\¥f rCr^coirviii^qd that it 
had acqvvired;its.gr^t^ isc^it^- from, fiilfc reports^ 
given ,9ut»byc its poili^iTors^, an4 Kught havff been bat* 
X<?rcdidgwa y.ith:a few four paundcrsv .Eveir it^fitu* 
atioCjAvhich.was reprdcatod to. be fo verj:, advantage* 
4^By\^ found, to owe. its ad vantages .to- the.^jT^uie 
4i>urcc....'It jciuin4)t tiij denied but-th at fouoe IHI^p^- ,of 
thcfc. countries have been pubiilhed. bv the /Fre^ack 
.wi4J> a^ appijar^nce of accuracy ; .but 4^^e are of. {q 
iiiVU .a iUejfjausil -^drtawn on .fo miiuitq fi. fcuJe,. tli^ 
theiX are ii%^a#i)f. ine:^)licabic..'> Xhc fo^ircts xi^ thf 
IVlifljflppi, 1 can aifctl;, froiii jiny own experi(^c^, 
a^ g^i^tly jnifplaced. ^ for, .\vhen I. had explored 
thenii s^tid c^mpaced their, .fituatiqn with ;b? K^xvci. 
ii^h^H Vfyund theni \jcry. eu-iineoufly reprcfenteJ^ 
a0i -guiiji ti^%^t ^^ thefa vyfer^;. only.cppi^d. frqai-Xi^f 
riijdc ffe^tchv^ of .tlie Indians, -, .. « ;. :f';".f? 
. Ev^i; fo la."eiy- as* their e'wacuaticm. of Cajjada^ .^tfri^ 
i^omiuued th'^r iche;nes to. deceive ; .leaving: no trace* 
by whic4v any kncAvledge inight accrue to .their 
^nquerors..} fov. although they Mere ivelli aci^Ti^intqa. 
with, all the Lakes, pfirticwlarly with Lakjs Sujicrioi^ 
.having, jeQiiftani^ a vcllel of xrohfider^brl^ ^urdei^ 
tliorQon) yet) their plans, af theux ai-e xqj;^ ^pL^pr^i^cAf 
I diffioverad . many error;^ in the d^icriptioiff give;^ 
tiicreii^ oi if s iflands and • bays, cUiring a prpgr^fs .of 
devfta .h^rvJred miles, that .1 coafted it- ia canoe^ 
Tbeju likewifej^ pn givijig. up; the. poiTeiliqu of tljiepi^ 
took care to. leave, the places tjhcy had, cccupied^/ii^ 
tjbe fame uncultivated, ftate they,had ipund.-them.j ^at- 
ilic fame time deftroyjng ali their naval ijjrcc 1 ,pbp 
lervcd ?nyt^l/ part of tjie Jbiullc o£ a- very large yefJel, 
burnt to the water's edr^e, juft at the opening froa^ 
tiw: Stmt^ 4f St. Marie inio ili« Lak^. [ ' TlJ^eFe ,> 
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stfc fo fortunate a& to fatcetd, vilf reap/ fekclttfivc o£ 
lfa€ national advantages that mttft cn^t, eiholuments 
bcjrond their moftfanguine cxpeftitions. And whilft 
their fpirrts arc cUtcd by tlieir faccefe, p^hiapis they 
may beftow fomc commendations and Ueffings on the 
perfon who firft pointed otlt tb them the way. Thefe»- 
though but a ihadowv recompcnfe'for aftmy toll, I' 
fliall receive with jrteafore, ■ >i i 

To what power or authority this new world will I 
become dependent^ after it has arifcn from its prd^ * 
ent uncultivated ftate, time alone can difcover* But 
ds the feat of empire t^n time immem<^rial has ^ 
been gradually prt)greffivc towards t!tc weft', there is 
no doubt, but that at fbme future period^ thighty 
kingdoms will emtrge from- theft wildei*rtefie8f and -• 
ftately palaces ind fdldma tempts, with guilded fpi'res^ . 
i-eachiiig the ikies^ fupplsmt the Indian huts^, whofe 
bnly dedonttions arie the bwbarous trophies of thdr| 
vanquiflied encmfes*. ^mj^ 

As fonte 6{ the ;pl-eir€dinf paflaVes halne al^^df - 
informed Che reacJ*r that the pha I had tiid dowfiJ 
'{or penetrating to die iPSicifr^ Ooeaii, pifeve<d'abdr-- 
tivd, it is ncfceiSry to'^d>.that tins' proceeded not' 
from its impraflrcabaftf(f(M- the fetthiorl tfioni Ae' 
tticjre cbdvlntcd I>4s- tib*ir^ouUt detta&tH'bt ac-^ 
eomplffhed) %vik ftcMs mifbsefee^^ A&fpmmaHis. - 
However,;!' JM-dcfeedeH.* far; that tvr» able td nudte^ 
fiich difcovetifes as >t^&f "te trffefid in atiy fch»C al- 
tirnp^, and J)tk)ve a good foun^^tecr fcr fetne mdrc 
Fbi-tunlte fiieedflbr to MtiA ttpon* * TheSk riWl.faait' 
liy beft)!t the putAfc in tht Mlotring.pages'^; ^nA 
tiit\ fatiiifkdthdt the j^eateft part 6f thciii have ttevet 
been pifWifhed by any'perfon that hias hitherto 'trcsJt-- 
^dbftlieititertor natiohsdf tfie lifcfiiuis/ partictJarJ- 
ty, the accoimt f clve of the Kaudoweffie^j ^^ ** 
Ctuutiori of the liladsf i^ the foot gmt rivex^ «ha[t 
take their rife within a few teagiies^ of eath bthcr, 
oeaHy about 'the cenkt t>f •this greid iomineiiti vte. 
- The 



The river Bourbon, whicji empties /itfelf into Hud- 
fan's bay ; the. ^titer^. of Saint. lAwrencc j the Mif- 
Mppi, andtherivxii^^jOregan., .or the river of the weft, 
th^ -fialU-'iuto, thq. Paciftc Oc^eaiii at the Straits of 
Annian. ' I ■ . " . x . . 

The impediments. thaU occasioned my returning, 
brfore I h^l ^compUfhed my purpofcs, were thefe. 
On nay arrival at Michiih'mackinaCy the remoteft. . 
Engiyt poft, ia September, 1 766, I applied to Mr. 
Rogci;s,:wl^ was the;^ Qovernor of it, to fi^rniflvmej- 
with a proper aflbrtment of goods, as prefents for the • 
In Jiani wlio inlip,bit the track I intended to purfiie. 
He did this only in, part y but promifed to fupply me 
with fuch as were fieceflary^ when I reached the Falls 
of SaiiU. Anthony. I afterwards learned that the 
Govecnot- fidfilled his promife ia ordering the gop4« 
to ^ deliv^rckl to me \ but thofe,3to whofe care hein- 
truiiedthem, inftead of conforming to. his orders dif^ 
pofed of them elfewhere. 

'Difapppointed in my expeflations from this quar- 
ter, I lii0Ughi iv nf ceifiry to return to La Prairie Le 
Chica i'^for-^t w^s impoiiible.to proceed any further 
withoHt prcfents to enfvire ipe a iEa^Aorable reception. . 
Tbjy I did. ii| thi' beginiiing of the year .1767^ and 
fiiKUng niij^|ic4gref9 to the weft ward thus retarded, I 
detfrpJIfn^^. ta.tiiv^^/rby.courfc;* northward.. I took 
this ikcfi with..^ vieW of finding. ^ commtanication 
from the^eac^.of th^ MiiEfippianto Lakc-,S«iperior, . 
in order to jjnee^ at the. gcand Portage aa the* North 
weft. fi?iejo^uha|[ l^e, j^^ \ ^^^ers th^t* .ufuj^Uy come 
about this Je^fpn^ from MichiUimackinao. Of t^iefe 
I intepded to* gxirchafe^oodj, an^. then, tjo p\»r^e my 
journey fifom' diat /tjLi jrt*^r, by way f qf the; lakes*. du: 
Piuye,^ l)uboik^ ^hd; Qurilgjgue to: the hqads.of the 
river pf ^be.w^^^ whjcl^ as I hay ej laid before, fall^ 
into the Straits oi^i^nian, t^-jerqximjtion 0/ my i«^ 
tended ptogref?// ^ ;' r /,. • i. .... . .."* - - .,. 

^ I accQtnpl;i/(tte(|- ifh^ fcii^ ^^^-^ 

v' . ■ ' ' ,- " reached' 
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reached Take Superior in proper time vbut^ oniu^kilj^, 
the traders I met tbere, acquainted Jifte. that they had 
no goods 'to i(iwre j thofe they had with thegif being:, 
barely fu^cTent to anfwer their. QW[ndemaa:ids. in theie 
remote parts- Thus difappointed .2^ &cond tigie^ I 
feiind myfelf obliged to return to the.^^ce from 
Whertce I began my expedition, which f did after- 
coiitintiing fome months c^n the north atvd eaft bor- 
ders of Lake Superior,' and exploring the 'bays and 
rivers that empty thcmfelvcs into this large body of 
water. 

\s it may he expe<5bsd that I firould lay before the 
ipiiblic the t^ibns that thefe difcoverics, df fo much 
importance to evfery one -who has any connedtions 
with America, have not been imparted^ to them be- 
fei^e, iiotwithftandirtg they '^ere made upwards of 
tea years ^go, I will give them to the worjd in a plaitx^ 
"ind candid manner, and without mitigling with them- 
any complaints onaccount of the iH treatment F have ^ 
received. 

On my airival in England, I prefetited a petition 
to his m^jefty in council, praying for a reimburfe- 
ilient of thofe turns I had expended in the fervicc of 
gbverhtneht* This wais referred to the lords, oom- 
mifiicmers of trade and phmtattons. 'Their Idrdihips, 
from the tenor of it thought the intd^gence I could- 
give of {6 much i^porttoce to the »atipii|; dijrt they 
ordered me to appear before the hozwi. Thisi mtf- 
f^e I obeyed, and tmderwtnt a long'^exauninati^^ 
much I believe to tho fkisfadtqa of every \6rd pret* 
ent- When fl was finil&ed^ I recpiefted to kno]iy., 
what I ffioufd do- with mj papers i without heikairt: 
tfen the firft lord replied^ thai l mi^t jmblift t^em 
whenever I Bleafed. In coniS^uence m thfe-pi^inif- ^ 
fibil, I difpoftd of them to r bo^kdfetter^^'.l^t when, 
^hcy were ncariy ready for the pref^ aij, oi:d<yp was 
xfluedfrom the council board, regturing^xiie ^0 deUver, 
without dday> mto t&c j^oztatioa officci all tny 

Charts^ 



Ch»fes aiul Journals, .%if\th every paper rebt we to the 
diicoirerics I had made. In order to obey^tfais comr 
mand^ I was oMiged to i-epurcb^fii them from the 
booj^ieller at a very great expeiU^, and dtdiver them 
up.- This frefh dHburfement I epdeavoured to get 
anneiLed to the,a^cou9t I had s^ready disliver«d in f 
but tbiC rmieft m9& cteaied we, notwiAftajKiiiig I 
had o»ly ^^&Af m the difpo&l of my papers^ coiv- 
formably to the permiifion i had received fipm the 
Boafd c^ifade. Thfe.toft, whi<ih amounted to a very. 
conli4^abli?' fu^, Jt -vras lifeliged to hear, and to.refl: 
fatisfieji .wirti w indemnifioitipn ^ftn: my other cac- 
pen{es% 

Thi)s jfiifeiiastcd, my only expcftation^ »pe from the 
favoc ^^ gejierou^s public ; to whom I fcjill nciw, 
vcomnmi^icate my Pfans» JfournaJs, and (Mrfcrvations, 
of wl^'ch I lujckily fc^t copies, when I delivered the, 
origi^^s inito thft, plantation office. And this I do.. 
the more readily, as I hear they arc miflaid j and 
there is no proBahiUty o£ their evc^ being published* 
To thdewho aire.interfifted in the concerns o£ the 
interior. parts, ofNdflPh America, from the contiguity, 
of their pc^G^ons, or commercial engagements, they 
will be extremely ufcfbl, and fully repay the fum at 
whiA.thfflp^ are ^rbh^tfed. To thofe, who, from a 
laudable curiofity, wifh to be acquainted with the 
manners^ ;^Eddraftoms of etrery" inhabitant of this 
globe, thfc^ sKiOdiits here given djf the various nations^ 
that-mhafei^ fo Vift airaft of it, ia country hitherto 
ahntfft' ,«tiexp!bl^, unit ^ili-iiiiai 'an s&nple^ fund of 
amifti^Qiefil, ^aKfd'^gnitifjr-^eff djoft* cm-idus'^expeaa- / 
tions.. Andt'f flatter rtiyfelf ifh^r.Wifl be as fkvopblyV 
received by the public^ la^defcri^tions^ of iflands, 
which afford ao otiier ^ter^ainmem thaii what arifes 
.from t^dr ndveltyj^ and difcoveries, that feem to 
pr<ipa3ik fHSPj £^''^a!9antages tao this Couhtry^ though 
acquured at an knmehfe expend. ' ^ 

y^ mal^ tli€ffdBclwing''#rirk ^ coS^jftf-ehenfiWe 
i . .: . ,u ..'!.; .<^ vt V .-• kS^' -'and 
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antl entertaining ds poffible, I fhall ftrft give mf read- 
ers an account of the route I purfued orer this'im- 
inenfe continent, and as I pafs -on, dcfcribe the mim- 
ber of inhabitants, the fltuutions of tlife rivc!»s and 
lakes, and the productions of the country. Having 
done this, I ihall trfeat, in-' diftin^ chaptei^, of the 
manners, cu'doms, and languages of the Indikns, and 
to complete the whbfe, add a vocabulary of the vrords 
moftly in ufe -among themi ' • 

And here it is ncceffary' to befpeak the candor of 
the learned part of my readers in the pcrufal of it, as 
k is the produAion of a perfon unufed, from oppo- 
fite avocations, to literary purfuits. He therefore 
begs they would not examine it with too critical an 
eye ; efpecially when he afTures them that his atten- 
tion has bc6n more employed on giving a juft de- 
fcription of a country that promifes, in ibme ^future 
period, to be an inexhauftible fource of riches to that 
people who fhall be fo fortunate as to poflefs it, than 
on the ftyle or compofition ; and more careful to ren- 
der his language intelligible and explicit^ than Jmaoth. 
and florid. '. '^- ! 
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In June 1766, I fet out from Bofton, and pro- 
ceeded by way of Albahy and Niagara, to Michillimack- 
inac, a fort fituated between the lakes Huron and 
Michigan, and diftant from Bofton 1300 miles. This 
being the uttermoft of our faftories towards the north- 
weft, I confidered it as the moft convenient place fsom 
whence I could begin my intended progrcfs, and enter 
at once into the regions I dcfigned to explore. , 

Referring my readers to the publications already 
extant for an account of thofa parts of North "Amer- 
ica, that from lying adjacent to the back fettlen^ents, 
have been frequently defcribed, I fhall confine my- 
felf to a defcription of the more interior parts of 
it, which, having been but feldom vifitcd, are confo- 
quently. but little known. In doing this, I fhall in 
no inftance exceed the bounds of truth, or have re- 
courfe to thofc ufelefs and extravagant exaggerations 
too often made ufe of by travellers, to excite the curi- 
ollty of the public, or to increafe their own import- 
ance. Nor fhall I infcrt any obfcrvations, but fuch 
B ^3 
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3S I have xmd^ myfelf, or from the credibility of thofe 
bjr whom they were related, am enabled to vouch for 
their authenticity. 

MicHillimackinac, from whence I began my travels, 
is a fort compofed of a ftrong blockade, and is ufually 
defended by a garrifon of one hundred men. It con* 
tains about thirty hoi^fes, one of which belongs to the 
Governor, and another to the Commiflary. Several 
traders alfo dwell wi)thin its forti^cations, who find it a 
convenient fiitttation to trafijic with the neighboring 
nations. Michillinxackinac, in the language of the 
Chipeway Indians, ii^i£es a Tortoiie, and the place is 
fuppofed to receive its name from an ifland, lying about 
fix or fevcn miles to the nortbeaft, within fight of th^ 
fort, which ha^ the appearance ©f that ^imal. 

During the Indian war that followed Toon after the 
conqueft of Canada, in the.year 1763, and which was 
carried on by an army of confederate nations, compos- 
ed of the Hurons, Miamies, Chipcways, Ottowaws, 
Pontowattimies, Mifliflauges, and ' fome other tribes, 
under the direQion of Fontiac, a celebrated Ihdfan 
warrior, who had always been in the French intereft. 
It was taken by furprifein the following manner : the 
Indians having fettled their plan, drew near the fort, 
and*began a game at ball, a paftiipe much ufed among 
them, and not unlike^tennis. Jn the height of their 
game, at which fome, of tlxe Englifli officers, not fiit 
pefting any 'deceit, flood looking on, they ftruck the 
ball, as if by accident^ over the blo<:kadej this they 
repeated two or three times, to make the deception 
more complete till at length, having by this means lull- 
ed every fufpicipn of the century at the foath gate, a 
party rufhed by him ; and the reft foon following, they 
took poffefiion of the fort, without meeting with any 
pppofition. Having accompliflied their defign, the In- 
dians had the humanity to fpare the lives of the great- 
eft part of the garrifon and traders, but they made 
J:hem all prifoners, and carried them off. However, fomc 
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tfmc after they took them to Montreal, where they 
were redeemed at a good price. The fort alfo waa 
given up again to the Englifh, at the peace made with 
Pcmtiac, by the commander of Detroit the year fol- 
lowing. 

Having here made the neceflary difpofitions for 
padldng my travels, and obtained a credit from Mr. 
Rogers, the Governor, on fome Englifh and Canadian 
traders, who were going to trade on the MiiCUppi, and 
teceived alio from him a promife of a frefh fupply of 
goods when I reached the falls of St. Anthony, I left 
the fort on the jd of September, in company with 
. thefe traders. It was agreed that tlxey fhould flirnifh 
me with'fuch goods as I might want, for prcfcnts to 
the Indian chitfs, during my continuance with them, 
agreeaUe to the Governor's order. But when. I arrive 
cd at the extent of their route, I was to find other 
guides, and to depend on the goods the Governor had 
promifed to fupply me with# 
• We accordmgly fet out together, attid on the i8th 
arrived at Fort La Bay. This fort is fituated on the 
(buthem extremity of a bay in the Lake Michigan, 
termed by the French, the bay of Puants 5 but which, 
iince the Englifh have gained poffeflion of all the fet- 
tlements on this part of the continent, is called by 
them, the Green Bay- The reafon of its being thus 
tienominated, is from its appearanciii^rftr on leaving 
MichiUimackinac in the fpriilg feafon, though the trees 
there have not even put forth their buds, yet you find 
the country around La Bay, notwithftanding the paf- 
fage has not exceeded fourteen days, covered with the 
fineft verdure, and vegetation as forward as it could be 
were it fommer. 

This fort is alfo only fufrounded by a blockade, and 
being much decayed, is fcart^^ly defenfible againft fmall 
arms. It was built by the French for the proteftion 
of their trade, . fome time before they were forced to 
rdhwjuiih h •, and when Canada and its dependencies 

were 
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were furrcndcrcd to the Englifli, it was iinincdiatcly 
garrifoned with an officer and thirty men. Thefe 
were made prifoners by the Menomonies foon after the 
iurprife of Michillimackinac, and the fort has neither 
been garrifoned or kept in repair fince. 

The bay is about ninety miles long, but diffiers much 
in its breadth ; being in fome places only fifteen miles, 
in others from twenty to thirty. It lies nearly from 
northeaft to fouthweft. At the entrance of it from 
the lake are a firing of iflands, extendmg from north 
to fouth, called the Grand Traverfe. Thefe are about 
thirty miles in length, and ferve to facilitate the paflage 
of canoes, as they fliclter them from the winds, whick 
fometimcs come with violence acrofs the lake. On 
the flic thatiics to thefoutlieaft is tUe'neareft and bed 
navigation. 

The Iflands of the Grand Traverfe are moflly fmall 
and rocky. Many of the rocks are of an amazing fize^ 
and appear as if they had been fafhioncd by the hand^ 
of artifts. On the largeft and beft of thefe iflands 
jftands a town of the Ottowaws, at which I found one 
of the mofl confiderable ch*- fs of that nation, who rcr 
ceived me with every honor he could poiSbly fhow to 
a flranger. But what appeared extremely fingular to 
me at the tim,e, and mufl do fo to «very perfop unac-^ 
quainted with the cuflonas of the Indians, was the 
reception I met with on landing. As our canoes ap» 
proached the fl^orc, anci had reached within about 
three fcore/oda of it, the Indians began afue-dc-joy ; 
in which they fired their pieces loaded with balls ; but 
at the fame time they took care to difcharge tKem in 
fuch a manner as to fly a few yards above our heads : 
during this they ran from one tree or flump to anoth* 
er, flaouting.and behaving as if they were in the beat 
of battle. At firfl I was greatly furprifedj and was on 
the point of ordering my attendants to return their fire, 
concluding that their intentions were hoftile ; but be* 
ing undeceived by fome of the traders, who inforwcd 

■ mc 
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ine t^t this was their ufual method of receiving the 
chiefs of other natidns, I confidered it in its true lights 
and was pkafed with the refpe& thus paid me. 

I remained here one night. Among the prefents I 
made the chieife, were fome fpirituous liquors j with 
whkh they made themfelves merry, ahd all joined in a 
dance, that lafted the greateft part of the night. In 
the momingi when I departed, the chief attended me t^ 
the fhore, and, as foon as I had embarked, offered up, 
in an audtbie voice, and with great folemnity, a. fervent 
prayer in my behalf. He prayed " that the Great . 
Spirit would favor me with a profpcrous voyage ; that 
he would give me an unclouded iky, and fmooth wa* 
ters by day, and that I might lie down by night, on a 
beaver blanket, enjoying uninterrupted fleep and plcaf- 
ant dreams ; and alfo that I might find continual pro- 
teftion under the great pipe of peace." lii this man- 
ner he continued his petitions till I could no longer 
hear them. 

I muft here obferve, that notwithftanding the in- 
habitants of Europe are apt to entertain horrid ideas of 
the ferocity of thefe favages, as they are termed, I re- 
ceived from every tribe of them in the interior parts, 
the moft hpfpitable and coufteous treatment ; and ani 
convinced^ that till they are contaminated by the ex- 
ample, and fpirituous liquors of their more refined 
neighbors, they will retain this friendly and inoffenfivc 
conduft towards ftrangers. Their inveteracy and cru- 
elty to their enemies^ I acknowledge to be a great 
abatement of the favorable opinion I would wifh to en- 
tertmn of them v but this failing is hereditary, and hav- 
ing received the fanAion of immemorial cuftom, has 
taken too deep root in their minds to be eaiily extir- 
pated. 

Among this people I ate of a very uncommon kind 
of bread. The Indians, in general, ufe but little c£ 
this nutritious food : whilft their com is in the milk> 
as Ihcy term it, that is, juft before it t>egins to ripen, 
-- 3^ - ---—-. they 
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they flice off the kernela from the cob to wljkh thcf 
grow, and knead them into a pafte. This they arc 
' enabled to do without the addition of any liquid, by 
the milk that flows from them ; and when it is ef- 
fefted, they parcel it out into^ cakes, and enclofing 
them in leaves <tf the baflwood tree, place them in hot 
embers, where they are foon baked. And better fla- 
vored bread I never ate in any country. 

This place is only a fmali village containing about 
twenty five houfes and fixty or feventy warriors. I 
found nothing there worthy of further rehiark. 

The land on the foutheaft fide of the Green bay, is 
but very indifierent, being ovej/pread with a heavy 
growth of tiemlock, pine, fpruce, and fir trees. The 
communication between Lake Michigan and the Green 
bay, has been reported by fometo be impradlicable, for 
the paflage of any vefl!els larger than canoes or boats, 
on account of the flioals that lie between the iflands in 
the Grand Traverfe ; but on founding it I found fuf- 
ficient depth for a veflel of fixty tons, and the breadth^ 
proportionable. 

' The land adjoining to the bottom of this bay is very 
fertile, the country in general level, and the perfpe£Uve 
view of it pleafing and extenfive. 

A few families live in the fort, which lies on the 
weft fide of the Fox river, and oppofite to it, on the 
eaft fide of its entrance, are fome French fettlars who 
cultivate the land, and appear to live very comfortably. 

The Green bay or bay of Puants is one of thofe 
places to which the French, as I have mentioned in the 
introduction, have given nicknames. It is termed by 
the inhabitants .of its coafts, the Menomonia Bayj but 
why the French have deftominated it the Puant or 
Stinking bay, I know not. The reafon they them^^ 
felvcs-give for it ii^, th^t it W4S not with a view to 
miflead ftrangers, but that by adopting this metho4» 
they could oonverfe with each other concerning the 
Indiana, ui their prefencc without being underftood by 

them. 
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them. For it w;is reiparked by the perfoss wbo firft 
traded among them^ that when they were fpeaking to 
each other about tj^emi and mentioned their proper 
names they inftantly grew fufpicious^ and copcluded 
that their vifitors were either fpeaking III of them^ or 
plotting their deflruAion* To remedy this they gave 
them fome other name. The only bad confequences 
arifing from the praAice then introduced is^ that £ng- 
lifh and French geographers, in their plans of the in-* 
tcrior parts of America, give different names to the 
fame people, and thereby perplex thofe who have oc« 
caiion to refer to them* ^ 

Lake Michigan^ of which the Green Bay is a part, is 
divided on th^ northeaft from Lake Huron by the 
Straits of Michillimackinac ^ and is fituated between 
forty two and forty fix degrees of latitude, and be- 
tween eighty four and eighty feven degrees of weft 
longitude. Its greateft length is two hundred and 
eighty miles, its breadth about forty, and its circum- 
ference nearly fix hundred. T^^'cre is a remarkable 
firing of fmall iflands beginning over againft Alkin's 
farm, and running about thirty miles louthweil into 
the lake. Thefe are called the Beaver Iflands* Their 
iituation b very pleafant, but thes foil is bare. How- 
ever they afford a beauti&l profpeift. 

On the nqrthwefl parts of this lake the waters branch 
out into two bays. That which lies tow^ds the north 
is the bay of Noquets, and the other the Green Bay 
jaft ddcribed. 

The waters of this as well as the other great lakes 
are clear and wholefome, and of fufiicient depth for 
the navigation of large fhips. Half the fpace of the 
country that lies fo the eaft, and extends, to Lake Hu- 
ron, belongs tp the Ottowaw Indians. The line that 
divides their territories from the Chipeways, runs near- 
ly north and fouth, and reaches almofl from the fouth- 
CTBL extremity of this lake acrofs the high lands, tq 
Michillimackinac, through the centre pf which it paffes. 
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So that ^hcn thefe two tribes hippch to meet at the 
fadorfi they each encamp on their owh dominions^ at- 
^ few yards diftance from the' blbckade. 

Thetountry adjacent, either to the caft or weft fide 
of the lake, is compofcd but of an indifferent foil, ex- 
cept where fmall brooks or rivers empty themfclves into 
it } on the banks of thefe it is extremely fertile. Near 
the borders of the lake grow a great number of fand 
cherries, which arc not Icfs remarkable for their manner 
of growth, than for their exquifite flavor. They grow 
npon a fmall fhrub, not more than iFour feet high, the 
boughs of which are fb loaded that they lie ill clufters 
On the fand. As they grow onl/on the fand, the warmth 
6{ which probably contributes to bring them to fuch 
perfeflion ; they are called by the French, cherries de 
fable, or faiid cherries. The fite of them does not ex- 
ceed that of a fmaU mu&et ball, but they are reckoned 
fuperior to any other fort for the purpofe of fteeping in 
fpirits. There al(b grow around the lake, goofeberriesj 
black currants, and an abundance of juniperj bearing 
great quantities of berries of the fincft fort, 

Sumack likevrife grows here in great plenty 5 the 
leaf of which, gathered at Michaelmas, when it tinns 
red, is much efteemed by the natives. They mix 
about an equal quantity of it with their tobacco, which 
caufes It to fmoke pkafantly. Near this lake, and in- 
deed about all the great lakes, is found a kind of wil- 
low, termed by the French, bois rouge, in Engliih, red 
cwood. Its bark, when only of one yeair's growth^ is of 
ji^ fine fcarlet color, and appears very beautiful ; but as 
iTIrows older, it diaftges into a mixture of grey an4 
Ttd. The ftalks of this fhrub grow many of them to- 
gether, and rife to the height of fix or eight feet, the 
largeft not exceeding an inch in diamater. The bark 
being fcraped from the fticks, and dried and powder- 
ed, is alfo mixed by the Indians with theif tobacco^ 
and is held by them in the higheft eftimation, for their 
winter finoking. A weed that grows near the great 
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lakes, in rocky places, they ufe in the fnmioer f^fon. 
It is called by the Indians, Segockimac, and creeys 
like a vine, on the ground, fometinies extending to 
eight or ten feet, and bearing a leaf about the iizc of 
a iilver penny, nearly roiind 5 it is of the fubilance and 
color of the. laurel, and is> like the tree, it rcfcmbles, 
an evergreen. Thcle leaves, dried and powdered, they 
likewife mix with their tobacco ; and as faid before, 
fmoke it only during the fummer. By thefe three 
fuccedaneums, the pipes of the Indians are well fuppli* 
cd through every feafoi^ of the year 5 and as they arc 
great fmokers, they are very careful in properly gath« 
ering and preparing theni. 

On the 20th of September, I left the Green Bay^ 
and-procecded up Fox river, ftill in company with itc 
traders .and fome Indians. On the 25th I arrived at 
the great town of the Winnebagoes, fituated oh a fmall 
ifland, juft as you enter the eaft end of the lake Win* 
nebago. Here the -queen who prefided over this tribe 
inftead of a Sachctn, received me with great civility, 
and entertained me 19 a very diftinguiflxed manner, 
during the four days I continued wifli her. 

The day after my axarival I hsld a council with the 
chiefs, of whom I alked pcrmiffion to pafs through 
theh: country, in my way to more remote* nations, on 
bufinefs of importance. This was readily granted me, 
the requeft being cfteemed .by them as a g^at compli- 
ment paid to their tribe. The queen fat in thle coun- 
cil, but only alked a few queftions, or gave fome trifling 
dife£tions in matters relative to the ftate •,, for women 
arc nevei* allowed to fit m their councils, except they 
happen to be invefted with tiicfupreme authority, and 
then it is not cuilomary for them to make aily* formal 
ipeeches as the chiefs do. She was a very ancient 
woman, fmall in fiatiire, and not much diftinguiihed 
by her drefs from feveral young women that attended 
her. Thefe her attendants feemed greatly pleafed 
whenever I fliowed any tokens of refpeft to their queen, 

particularly 
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particularly when I falutcd her^ which I frequently did 
. to acqaire her favor. On thefe occ;ifions the good old 
kdy endeavored to afiume a juvenile gaiety, and by her 
fmiles, fliowed ihe was'equaUy pleafed with the atten^ 
tion I paid her* 

The time I tarried here, I employedi in making thcr 
beft obfervations pofSblc on the country, and in col-^ 
letting the moft certain intelligence I could, of the 
origin, language and cuftoms of this people. Prom 
thde inquiries, I have rcafon to conclude, that the 
Winncbagoes originally refid^d in fome of the prov- 
inces belonging to New Mexico; and beii^ driven 
from tfieir native country, either by inteftine divi*» 
&qps, or by the extenfions of the Spanifli conqnefts, 
tihiey took refuge in thefe more northern parts, abqut 
a century ago. 

My reafons for adopting this fuppofitiony arc, firft, 
from their unalienable attachment to the Naudowcffie 
Indians (who, they fay, gave them the earlieft fuccor 
during their emigration) notwithftandihg tibeir prcfcnt 
re&ience h more than fix hundred miles diftent from 
that people. 

. Secondly, that their dialeft totally differs from cve- 
iy other Indian nation yet difcovcrcd ; it being a yery^ 
tm<!t)uth, guttural jargon, which none of their neigh- 
bors will attempt to learn. They converfe with other 
nations in the Chipcway tongue, Which is the prevail- 
ing language throughout all the tribes, from the Mo- 
hawks of Canada, to thofe who inhabit the borders of 
the Miffifippi, and from the Hurons and Illinois- to 
fiich as dwell near Hudfon's Bay. 

Thirdly, from their inveterate hatred to the Span- - 
sards. Sonic of them informed me that they had ma* 
%y excurfions to the fouthweft, which took up fevcral 
moons. An elder chief more particularly acquainted 
me, that about forty fix winters ago, he marched at 
the tiead of fifty warriors, towards the fouthweft, for 
three moons. That during this expedition^ whiif^ 

they 
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tlxcf were croffing a plain, ihtj dlfcovcred a body of 
men on horfeback, who bdonged to the Black People i 
for fo they' call the Spaniards. As ibon as they per- 
ceived them, they proceeded with caution, and con** 
cealed tkemfelves tUl night came on ; when they drew 
fo near as to be able to difcern the number and fitua- 
tion of their enemies* Finding fthey were not able to 
cope with fo great a fuperiority by day light, they 
waited till they had retired to reft i when they ruihed 
upon them, and, after having killed the gr^ateft part 
of the men, took eighty horfes loaded with what they 
termed white ftane. This I fuppofe to have been 
filver, as he told me the horfes were (hod with it, and 
that their bridles were ornamented with the fame. 
When they had fatiated their revenge, they carried off 
their fpoil, and being got ib £%r as to be out of the 
reach of tj^e Spaniards that had efcaped their fury^ 
they left, the ufelefs and ponderous burthen, with 
wluch the horfes were loaded, in the woods^ and 
mounting themfelves, in this manner returned to their 
friends. The party they had thus defeated, I con- 
clude to be the caravan that annually conveys to Mex- 
ico, the filver which the Spaniards find in great quan- 
tities on the mountains lyin^ near the heads of the 
Coleredo River : and the plams where the attack was 
made, probably fome they were obliged to pafs over in 
their way to the heads of the river St. Fee, or Rio del 
Nord, which falls into the .Oulf of Mexico, to the weft 
of the MiiEfippi. • 

The Winnebagoes can raife about two hundred ' 
warriors. Their town contains, about fifty houfes, • 
which are ftrongly built with paUifades, and the ifland 
on which It is'fitu^tcd, nearly fifty acres. It lies thir- 
ty five miles, reckoning, according to the courfe of the 
river, from the Green Bay^ 

The river, far about four or five miles from the bay, 
has a gentle current ; after that fpacc, till you arrive 
at the Winnebago- Lake, \t is full of. rocks and verj^ 

rapid. 



44 CARVER'S TRAVELS. 

rapid. At many places we were obliged to land our 
canoes, and carry them a confiderable way. Its breadth, 
in general, from the Green bay to the Winnebago 
Lake, is between feventy and a hundred yards : the 
land on its borders very good," and thinly wooded with 
hickory, oak and hazel. ; . 

The Winnebago Lake is about fifteen miles long 
from eaft to weft, and fix miles wide. At its fouth- 
caft c?)rner, a river falls into it that takes its rife 
near fome'of the northern branches of the Illinois 
River i This I called the Crocodile River, in corife- 
quence of a ftory that prevails among the Indians, of 
their having deftroyed, in fome part pf it, an animal, 
which from their defcription muft be a Crocodile or 
an alligator. 

The land adjacent to the Lake is .very fertile, 
abounding with grapes, plums, and other fruits, which 
grow fpontaneoufly. The Winnebagoes raife on it 
a great quantity of Indian corn, beans, pumpkins, 
fquaflies and watermelons, with fome tobacco. The 
Lake itfelf abounds with fifh, and in the fall of the 
year, with geefe, ducks and teal. The latter, \yhich 
refbrt to it in great numbers, are reniarkably good and 
extremely fat, and arc much better flavored than thofe 
thit are found near the fea, as they acquire their ex- 
ceflive fatnefs by feeding on the wild rice, w-hich grows 
fo plentifully in thefe parts. "^ 

Having made fome acceptable prefents to the good 
pld queen, and received her blefEng, I left the town of 
the Winnebagoes on the 29th of September, and about 
twelve miles from it, arrived at the place where the 
Fox River enters the Lake^^ on the north fide of it. 
We proceeded up this river, and on the 7th of Ofto- 
bcr reached the great Carrying Place, which divides 
it from the Ouifconfin. 

The Fox River,'from the Gr^en Bay to the Carry- 
ing Plare, is about one hundred and eighty miles. 
?rom the Winnebago Lake to the Carrying Place the 
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mrrenfc is jgeittle, and the depth of it confiderablc ; 
notwithftanding which, it is in fome places with diffi- 
ctdty that^ 'caneps bm pafs through the obftruftions 
the^meet with ifrtm' the ^ rice IfeLlks, ^hich are very 
large an'd thick, dnd grotr here in great abundance. 
The coontryao'duzui^ti^ tefy' fertile, ahd proper in the 
higheft degree' for cuitivdtroki ' tfxcei^ing in fome places 
near the rtvcp) where it is rathef ioo ioW. It is in no 
part very woodyj -and yet can ftipply fiifficicnt to an- 
fwor the demands of arlyifitilnbfcr of ihhabitints.* This 
river-is: die' gfflwteft refii-t for* wSd fowl t)f every kind, 
that 1- towwhtei im flhaw^hole courfe of my travels : 
frcqoentiy the fti« Would be otfeured by them, for 
fometnincit«Kt6grih€f'. . 

• About forty miles uptkife rtver, from the great town 
of the Winnebagoes, ftaiid^ a fmallcr tc^Wn belonging 
to that nation. * • ^ 

' Deer and h&tt& are verj^ numerous in thefe parts, 
and a great many beavers and othef fiirs are taken on 
the ftreainsr thali empty themfelves into this river. 

Thi river I aiA treating of, is remarkable for having 
been abomt eighty years ago, the refidence of the unit- 
ed bands of the Ohigaumies and the Saukies, whom 
the French had nicknamed, accdirding to their wonted 
cnftom, De^ Sacs and Des Reynards, the Sacs and 
the Foxes, of Whom'the foflowing anecdote was relat- 
ed to me 'by an Indian. 

- About flxty yta.H ago, the French miffionaries and 
traders-having received itiany infults from thefe peo- 
ple, a party of French dnd Indians, under the com- 
mand of captain Morand, marched to- revenge their 
wrongs. * The captain fet out * from the -Green bay in 
the winter, when they were unfufpicious of a vifit of 
this kind, and parfuing hi^ route over the fnow to 
their villages, which lay about fifty miles up the Fo^ 
River, came upon them* by fiirprife. Unprepared as 
they 'Were, he found them aneafy conc(ueft, aad con- 
fequently killed or took prifoners the greateft part of 
Q them. 
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them. On the return of the French to the Green 
bay, one of the Indian chiefs in alliance with them^ 
who had a confiderabk band pf die prifoners under 
his care, ftopped to drink at a brook \ in the mean 
tiicue his companions went ob : which being dbftnred 
hj one of the women whom Aejr had made captive^ 
{he* fuddenlj feized him with both her hands,, whiift 
he ftooped to drink, by an cxfuifiteiy fuiceptiUe part, 
and -held him faft till he ei^ired on the fpot. As the 
chief, from the extreme tortinre ht iijffered, was uBa^ 
ble to call out to his friends. Or to give any alarm, they 
pafled on without knowing what had happened ; and 
the woman having cut the bands <nf thofetof her fellow 
prifoners who were in the rear, with them made her . 
efbape* This heroiAe was ever after treated^, by her 
nation at liipr deliverer, and made a chiefcfs in her 
own right, with liberty to entail the fame honor on - 
her defcendantc : anunufiial diftin^tion, and permit* 
ted only on extraordinary occafions. 

About twdte miles before I reached the Carrying 
Place, I obferved feveral fmall mountain^ which ex-» 
tended quite to it. Thefe, indeed, would only be eC* 
teemed as molehills, when compared with thofe on the 
back of the colonies, but as they were the firft I had 
feen fiace n:vy leaving Niagara, a tra^ of nearly eleven 
hundred miles, I could xu^t leave them unnoticed. 

The Fox River, where it enters the Winnebago 
Lake, is about fifry yards wide, but it gradually tle- 
crea&s to the Carrying Place, where it is no more than 
five yards over, except in a few places where it widens 
into fmaU lakes, though ittU of a confiderable depth. 
I cannot recolle£l any thing elfe that is remarkable in 
this river, except that it is fo ferpentine for five miles^ ' 
as only to gain in that place one quarter of a mile. 

The Carrying Place between the Fox and Ouifcon- 
fixi Rivers is in breadth not more than a mile and three- 
quarters, though in feme maps it is fo delineated as 
to appear to be ten miles. And here I cannot help 

remarking, 
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remarking, th^it a& the map^ bf tkeie parts^ I have ev- 
er feen^ are very erroneous. The- rivers in general ai^ 
defeiibed as running in difierent dire^ons from whdt 
thejr resAly do : and many la^anches: of them, particii^ 
la^ the MiOifippi> omitted. The diftan€es of places, 
Ukewife, are greatly inifreprefented. Whether this is 
done by the French geographers (for theEngliih maps 
are all allied from tb^irs) through deiign, or for 
vrant of a juft knowledge of the country, I cannot fay ; 
bat I am fatisfied that travdlers who depend upon 
diem ki the parts i vifited, will find themfelves muck 
at a lois. , i 

Near one half of the way, between the rivers, is a 
morafs overgrown with a kind of long grafs, the reft 
of it a plain with feme few oak and pine trees growing 
thereon. I obierved here a great number oc rattle«» 
fnakes. Monf. Pinnifance, a French trader, told m<e 
a remarkable' ftory concerning one of thefe reptiles, of 
which he faid, he was an eye witnefsv An Indian, be- 
longing to the Menomonie natk)n, having taken one 
of them, found means to tame it ; and when he had 
""done this, treated it as a Deity $ calling it his great 
father, and carrying it with him in a box wherever 
he went. This the Indian had done for feveral fum* 
iners, when Monf. Pinnifance accidentally met with 
him at this Carrying t'iace, juft as he was fetting off 
for a winters hunt. The French gentleman was 
furprifed, one day, to fee the Indian place the box 
which contained his god, on the ground, and opening 
the door, gave him lus liberty ; telling him whilil he 
did it, to be fure and return by the time he himfclf 
ihould come back, which was to be in the month of 
May following. • As this was but Oftober, MonCeur 
told the Indian, whofe iknplicity aftoniihed him, that 
he fancied he might wait long enough when May ar- 
rived for the arrival of his great father. The Indian 
was fo confidex\t of his creature'^ obedience, that he 
offereil to lay the Frenchman a wager of two gallons 

of 
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^eing free from trees. Only n Stw grpff€> of'lmhorf^ 
and iluDted oaks^ covered ibsEte cf^ tbe valliAs. • So^ 
plentiful is lead here, that I. few large quantities of it 
lying about th^ ftreett m the towa bfjonguog to- the 
Saukies^ and it feemed to be aa .g«9d ts tke^fffCMkice 
of other cou&trios*- , • - » i ^ • • . ) 

' On iho ioith c^; OAobcr -Wc proceedid.doim dl^ 
river, and the next daj reaihed tht &*& temh of thi 
Ottigau(sie& Thsfi town>ooAtaiadk about fiftjr heotife% • 
but we fottsd moft of tJiMi defertcd, tm aocoi^at of 9A 
epidemical difordcr that had btdyitvtgci mxioiig thtomt, 
and carried off more thakifone ha^fof the inhabitants 
The greater part of thofc who funrii^edi^ hjxl setired 
into t^ woods to xxaid die contsagioa. 

On the xjth we entered that extei^ve rtwr the 
Mifiiiippi. The OeiTcoiinB, frontitheCarrjing Place 
to the pait where it falls into the Mi&fipgi, Ao«r» 
with a fmooth, but ftrong current ; the watev ef tt tf. 
exGee4iQgl]r ckar^ and through it 7m may perceive a 
fine and f^ufy bottom> tolerabl7 free from rocks^ la 
it are a few iflands» the foil of which appeared to be 
goody though jpmewhat woadjr. The land vt2X the 
river alfo feemed to be in genotil excellent ; but thtt 
at a diftance k ytty full of mountains where it is-faiii 
there arc many head mines. 

About five miles 6rom the jusi^on of the rivers, I 
obf^ved the ruins of a iarge towB> in a very pltaGng 
iituation. On inquiring lofithe neta^iboring Indiaoa^ 
why it was thus deieited^ I waa imortasdi that about 
thirty yearb ^o the Greait Spirit had appeared tm 
the top of a pyliamid. of mdksj. which lay at a little 
diflance from it, towards the weft, and warned them 
to quit their habitations ^ for ^e land on which they 
were built belonged to iiim> and he had occasion for 
it. As 3> proof that' he^ wltoi^ave. theta tiiefe orders 
was really the Gveaft Spiriti h^ further, toldi them, that 
thegrafe fliouM immediately fptiiigup. onithoTc very 
rocks from whence. he no^. ad^ilr^ed.them* which 

.- . they 
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Aief kaew to be bare and barreo. The Indians oftef* 
tdf aucl foon afier difcovcred that this miracidcms 
ak^ataon hud tafcoi ^ce. They fliewed me eke fpot^ 
but the gro^wth of the gn& appesured to be no ways 
fapematiiural. I apprehended this to have b^n a firaUN 
gem of the Fres^h or SplAtliiils, to anfifer fiune felfiih 
Tiew( biK in w)M0uauBMer(the7e£[eAed their imrpo&i 
I kapw Bot. • ' 

This people^ foon s^er tkeir reaKynd^ baik a tDvr» 
#» the bamh of tke-Mi£Bfippt, near the nunttfa of t&o 
Ottilcpnfuk, at a j^e called by the Ffench, iMVnim 
riea ks Chiemi which %nifiea the Dog Pbins v <t ia « 
hirgt town, woi cooimvs about thsee ^anndred £m»n 
Ites) the bouSesasreirdi tnnk after ih« Indian manner^ 
and pleaftntly fitmted on a ^tary rich ibil, from whicb 
tfa^ TdiSt entry visctffuj ct hfe itt great afaandaice^ 
{ iinir here mMfhorfes of ^ good fiae and ihape. This 
town is the great mait where all the adjacent tribes^ 
»Qd even th^ who inhabit the moft remote bianchc^ 
of the Miififippi, aannallfr afiemUe about the iattot 
eifd et Mzjj, bringing widi tixesn their £^ to dSfpofo 
of to the traders. But it is not always tfaatthey ci»4 
dude their fide here ^^ this is determined bf ageneral 
GOUQCtl of the chie&r vriio confiilt whetho' h wimUl 
be more condncivt to their intereftf to &ii ^leit'gMBde 
at this, place, or carry thexn.on to\L8qifialuM.or AfichiU 
limacktnae. According to' the decifiott tsf this xom^ 
ciiy they either peecoBd^furthir^or ittum! to thdr dift 
feient bomeSk * i. .'I ' ^ 

The M^i6ppi, >ft tU .entrance of die Oesfirdrfiii^ 
near which^ ih^ids ai waMmn of « confidexable hei^ty 
IS about h^'ai n»k. oveiH' tiut oppofite to the laft men^ 
tioned town^ it appears; 09 be piore than aidlsiwidey 
and £fA of lionci^, th&^bil of INthiiih^ is extranrdinarf 
rkfa^ and bet thinly wooded^ > -.ii v. \: \ - >... . i 
. vA liltte 'fiirther tocthe^weftyiiOi tibetontmy^fide, e 
fmafismt &llslttt9?die/Mffifippi, which tiue Frdncl| 
eattIje.UwiJfeifcrc,tfirithc¥«itowaiTOr. .Hhrctilio 

traders, 
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traders^ who had accompanred me hithefto^ took np 
dieir refidence lor the winter. I then bought k candej 
and with twor fervants, one a French Canadian, anci 
the other a Mohawk of Canada, on the 19th i»'oteed^ 
cd up the MijSftppL 

About ten days after I had parted with die traders, 
I Iaaided| as I ufually did, every evetiingi and haTing^ 
pitched my tent, I ordered my men, when night came 
en, to* lay themfelves down toileep. By a light diat 
I kept burning I then fet down to copy the minutes f 
had taken in the courfe of the preceding day. About 
ten o'clock, having juft finiihed my memorandums, I 
ftepped out of my tent to fee what weather it was^ 
As I caft my^ eyes towards the bank of the river, B 
thought I faw'by the light of the ftars, which flioner 
bright^ finnething that had the appearance of a herd 
of beafts^ coming down a deiceRt at fome diftance y 
whilft I . was wondering what they could be, one of 
the number fuddenly fprung up, and dt&overed to me 
the form of a man. In an iaftant they were alt oh^ 
their legs, zfgi I could count about ten or twelve of 
them running t0w;tfds me. I immediately re-entered* 
the tept, and having awakened my men^ ordered thenv 
to take their armes and follow me. As my firft ap* 
prefaeofiiani were for my canoe, I ran to the watePs 
fide and found a pasty of Indians (for fudi I now di£- 
coverid them to-be) on the point of plundering it.-. 
Before J jvached' them,. I commanded mj men not to 
£re till I had given the wprd, being unwilling to begin. 
hoftiUties anlei&* occafion abfolttdy required! I ac- 
^(MrdBngly advanced with idblatioii, clote to the points: 
of their fpears, they had qo other wes^pons, and 
farandiflung my hanger, afted them with a ibem voice^ 
what tbejr waoted? They were fiag^ered at this,- and 
perceiving they were like to meet with a warm recep- 
lion» tiarned about and precipitatdy retreated. We 
porfoed them to an a^accnt wood^ which they enter- 
ed^ and' ire faw no more of them^ However^, for fear 

of 
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ml tbeir return^ -we ^ratched ^kemateif during the 
remtinder of the night. The next day xny fervatte , 
were under great aipprehenfiohs, and earneftly entreat- 
ed nie to return to the traders we had lately left. But 
I told thQn> that If they would not bo eileemed old 
women .(a t&cm of the greateft reproach among the 
Indians) they muft follow one ; for I was determined 
to purfue my intended route, as an Englifhman, ^hen 
once epgaged in an adventure never retreated. On 
this they got . into the canoe, and I walked on the 
fhore to, guard them from any. further attack. The 
party of Indians who had thus intended to plunder 
xnc, I literwards found to be fome of thofe flraggling 
bands, that* having been driven from among the dif- 
ferent tribes to which they belonged, for variout 
crimes, now ailociated themfelves together, and, living 
by plunder, prove* very troublefome to travellers who 
pafs this way ; nor are even Indians of every tribe 
ipared by them^ The, traders had before cautioned 
me tp be upon my guai*d againft them, and I would 
repeat the fame caution to. thofe whofe bullncis might 
call them into thefe parts. 

On the ift of November I arrived at Lake Pepin-, 
which is rather an extended part of the River Miili- 
iippi, that the French have thus denominated, about 
two hundred miles from the Oiiifconlin. The Mifli-* 
Cppi below, this lake flows with a gentle cun-ent, but 
the breadth of it is very uncertain, in fome j^attes it 
being upwards of a mile, in others^ not more*'tHan a 
quarter. ^JTliis river has a range of mountains on each 
fide throughout the whole of the way ; which iji par* 
ticular parts approach near to it, in others lie at a great- 
er diftance. The land betwixt the mountains, and on 
thoir fides, is generally covered with grafs, with a ftvt 
groveJis of trees interfperfed, near which large droves of 
deer and elk are frequently feen feeding. 

In many places pyramids of rocks appeared, refcm- 
bUng old ruinous towers ; at others amazing precipices ) 

and 
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and> what is very remarkable, whilft this fcistie preteAP-^ 
ed itielf on one fide, the oppoiite fide ^f the-fame 
mountain was covered with the finefi^ herbage, wfaich 
gradusdly afcended to its fumttiit. From thence the 
xao& beautiful aikl extenfive profpeA that imagina* 
tion can form, opens to your view. Verdant p^in«^ 
fruitful meadows, numevous iilands, and all the£e 
abounding with a variety of treet that yield amazing 
quantities of fruit, without care or cultivation y fuchas 
the nut tree, the maple which produces fug^, vineiS 
loaded with rich grapes, and plum trees bending on* 
der their blooming burdens, but above all, the fine riv«* 
er flowing gently beneath, and reaching as far as the^ 
eye can extend, by turns attra£l your. admiration and 
excite your wonder. 

The Lake is about twenty miles long, and near fix- 
m breadth '^ in fome places it is very <leep, and 
abounds with various kinds of fifk* Great numbers 
of fowl frequent alio this Lake and the rivers adjacent s 
inch as f^orks, fwans, geefe^ brants and ducks : and 
in the groves are found great plenty of turkeys and 
partridges. On the plains are the largeft buffaloes of 
any in America. Here I obferved the ruins of a 
French fadlory, where it i&faid Captain St. Pierre fe- 
fided, and carried on a very great trade with the Nau* 
dowefEes, before the reduftion of Canada. 

About fixty miles below this Lake is a mpuntain 
rem^-kably fituated ; for it {bands by itfelf cxa^ly in 
the middle of the river, and looks as if it had flidden 
from the adjacent fliore into the f^ream. It cannot 
be termed an iiland, as it rifes immediately from the 
brink of the water to a confiderable height. • Soth the 
Indians and the French call it th^ Mountain in the 
River. 

One day having landed on the fliore of the Miffi- 
Cppi, fome miles below Lake Pepin, whilft. my attend- 
ants were preparing my dinner, I walked out to take a 
view of the adjacent country. I had not proceeded 
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far, before i came t0 a tine; le^el,' open plaini on whidi 
r perceived, at a Httle diftaiice, a partial elevation that 
had the appearance of an intrenchment. On a near* 
er inipeflion I had greater reafoa to fuppofe. that it 
had Ideally tieen intended for this many centuries ago. . 
Notwithftanding it was now cohered with grafs^ I 
could plaixdy difcem that it had once been a breaft* 
work of about four feet in height, extending the beft 
part of a niile, and -fuffidently capacious to cover five 
thoufand men. Its form was ibmewhat circular, and ^ 
its flanks reached to the river. Though much de£io« 
ed by time, .every angle was diftinguifhable^ and ap-> 
peared as regular, and feihioned with as much milita- 
ry ikill, as if planned by Vauban himfelf. The ditch 
was not infible, but i thought, on examining more * 
curiouily, that I could perceive there certainly had 
been one. Fromi its fituation alfo, i am convinced, 
that it muft hav« been deigned for this purpofe. It 
fronted the country, and the rear was covered by the - 
river, nor was there any rifing ^ound for a confident 
bie way, that commanded it $ a few flraggling oaks 
were alone to be fcen near it. In many places fmall 
tracts were worn acrois it by the feet of the, elks and 
deer, and from the depth of the bed of earth by which 
it was covered, I was able to draw certain conclufions ; 
of its great antiquity. I examined all the angles^ 
and every part with great attention, and have often 
blamed myfelf, iipce, for not encamping on the fpot, 
and drawing ani exa£l plan of it. To ihew that this 
defcription is not the offspring of a heated imagination, 
or the chimerical tale of a miftaken traveller, I find on 
inquiry, fince my return, that Monf. St. Pierre, and 
feveral traders, h^ve, at <n&rent times, taken .notice 
of fimilar appearance^ on which they have formed the 
fcime "codjeftares, buf T\'ith6ut examining them fo 
minutely as I did. How. a work- of this k\nd could 
cKift in a cjountry that has hitherto (according to the 
general received opinion) been the feat of war to 

untutored 
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ubtuf orcd lodiant aiontf, whofe lirhole flock of mililaiy 
kttowle^^ bus oiil7> titt within two centuries, aimmnt- 
ed t9 drawing. llKe bOw^ and whofe xxaij b»saftwoi^k, 
rt«n at prefent^ is the tliickety I kbow bot. ' I liave^ 
grven a» ete£): an account » p^ffl^ki of tUs fixigular 
a^^peavancQj and leKvevto fwture explorers of thefe dii^ 
)^ regi<MM to diibftv^ trhetber it sb a pv^itAion of 
nature '6r ;art« 

: Perhaps die hints I han^e htttgtvtnj rxAgbt lead ttx a 
liiHre peafea int^dftigation of it, amd give.w viery dif- 
f«rem id^ of the ancient iftatetf rdsdms that we at 
pfdent beHeve to have been from the earlieft period 
oriy 'the habitations of fiivagcsJ 

The Miffifippi, as faar as the entrance of the ritrer 
•Sk. Croix> thirty cnilcs afbore L&e Pepin, is-voy fnH 
of ifiands ^ feme of which are of sc confiderlble length. 
Qn jthe&.aHb^ grco^ gi^at numbers of the maple or fa- 
gar tree, and around them vines loaded* w}th grapes 
creeping to their very tops. From the Lake upwards 
few mountains are to be feen, and thofe but fmalL 
Near* the river St. Croix, refidc three bands of the 
NaudoweiEe Indians, called the River Bands. 

This nation is compofed, at prefent, of eleven bands. 
They were originally twelve ; but the Aiffinipotls, fomc 
years ago, revolting, and feparating themfelves from the 
others, there remain only at this time elcren. Thofe 
I met here arfc termed the River Bands ; btcaufc they 
chiefly dwell near the banks of »this river ; the other 
eight are generally diftinguiflied by the title, Naudoir- 
t^&s9 of the Plains, and inhabit a country that lies 
rrnxse to the weftward,. Tlte names of the former are 
the Nehogatawonahs, the Mawtawbauntowahs, and the 
Shahfweentowahs, and confift of about four hundred 
W'arriors, 

A Kttlc before I met with thefe three bands, I fell 
in with a party of the Mawtawbauntowahs, amounting 
to forty warriors and their families. With thefe I rc- 
fided a day or two^ during which time Atc or fix of 

their 
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their nnmber who had been out on an excurfi<ni) re- 
turned in great haike, and acquainted their Tompsn- 
ions that a large party of the Chipewayi warriors, 
" enough,' -as they expreffed themfelv^, " to fwallow 
them ail ap" were clofe at their keeis, and on the ' 
point of attacking their little camp> The chiefs appli- 
ed to me and cSe^ed I would put myfelf at their head, 
and lead them ou^ to oppofe their enemies. As I was 
a ftpnger and unwilling to excite the anger of either 
nation, I knew not how to aft ; and never found my- 
felf in a greater dilemma. Had I rcfufed to affift the 
Naudoweffies I fbould have drawn on myfelf their dif- 
pleafure, or had Imet the Chipeways with hoftile inr 
tentions, 1 ihould have, made that people my foes, and 
had I been fortunate enough to have efcaped their ar- 
rows at this time, <m fome future occafion fliould prob- 
ably have experienced the fe verity of their revenge. 
In this extremity I chofe the middle courfe, and de- 
^red that th^ Naudoweffies weuld fulfer me to meet 
them, that I might endeavor to avert their fury. To 
thi^ they reludlantly aflented, being perfuaded, from 
the inveteracy which had long prevailed between them, ' 
that my remonftrances would be in vain- 
Taking my Frenchman with me, who could fpeak 
their language, I haftened to wards ^the. place where the 
Chipeways were fuppofed to be. Tiie Naudoweffies, 
during this, kept at a diftance behind. As I approach?- 
ed thent with the pipe of peace, a fmall party of their 
chiefs, confifting of about eight or ten, came in a 
friendly manner towards me ; witlx ivhom, by tbc 
means of my interpreter, I held, a long converfation % 
the refulj: of whiqh was, that their rancour being 1^ 
ray perfuafions in fome meafure mollified, they agreed 
to turn back, without accomplifhing their favage pur- 
poies. Daring our difcourfe I could perceive, as they 
lay Scattered about, that the party was very numerous* 
and many of them armed with muikcts. 

Having happily fucceeded in jny uadertaking, I 
- u returned 
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returned without dday to tbe-N^doweffieSj and deCr- 
cd they would inftantly remove their camp to fomc 
other j)art of the country, left their enemies ftiould re- 
pent of the promife they had giveQ, andput their 
intentions into execution* They accordingly followed 
my advice, and immediately prepared to ftrike their, 
tents. Whilft they were doing this^ they loaded me 
with thanks ^ and when I' h^d f^ep them on board 
their canoes, I purfueid mj route* 

To this adventure J was chiefly indebted f^ar the 
friendly reception I afttsrwards met with from the 
Naudoweilies.of the Plains, ,and foruthe t^fpeft and 
honors I received during n^y ^bode among them. 

And when I arrived many months.after at the Qkip-. 
eway village, near the Ottowaw lakes, I found that my 
fame h^d reached that place Before me. The Chiefs 
received n[ie with great cordialityj and the elder part 
of them thpinked me; for the miichief I had prevented. 
They informed me, that the war between their natip]> 
and the Naudowefiies had continued without inteijup- 
tion for more than forty winters. That they had 
long wifhed to put an end to it, but this was generally 
prevented by the young warriors of eithjer nation, who 
could not reftrain their ardor when they met. They 
£ud, they ihould be happy if fome ichicf of the fame 
pacific difpofition as myfelf, and who pofleflcd au 
equal degree of refolution and.cqolnefs, would fettle 
Sn the country between the two nation? ; for by the 
interference of fucli a perfon, an accommodation, 
which on tlieir part they fincerely defired, might be 
brought about. As J did not meet any of the Nau<» 
doweiBes afienirards, I had nojt ao opportunity of fbr-> 
4^arding {o good a work. 

- About thirty miles below the falls of :St. Antho- 
|iy, at which I arrived the tenth day after I left Lake 
Pepin, is a remarkable cave of an amazing depth. 
The Indians term it Wakonteebe, that is, the Dwell- 
}ng of the Great Spirit. The entrance, into it is about 

- » ^ tcij 
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tea feet '-wide,' the Height of it five feet. The arch_ 
within is nearrfifteea fbct high and about thirty feet 
broads The bottom df it confifb of fine clear fand. 
About trrenty . feet from the entrance begins a lake, 
the water of whtch h transparent, atid extends to an 
ttofearchable dv&dtncc 'y fof the darknefd of the cave 
lirtvents all attempts to acquire a knowledge of it. I 
threw a fmall.p^We towards the interior parts of it, 
with my utmoftfM'eiigtlr ; I cocdd hear that it fell in- 
to the water, and notwithftanding it Was of a fmall 
fisse, it caufed an aftoniil^ilg and horrible noife, that 
Reverberated through all thofe gloomy regions^ i 
fblind in this cave nxany Indian hieroglyphics, which 
^ippesLved very ancient, foi? time had nearly covered 
thdm with ihofs, fo that it was with difiiculty I could 
tt^cte thetii* They were cut-in a rude manner, upon 
ffae infide of the walls, which were compofcd of a 
ftone fd ^trenicly foftthat it might eafily be penetrat- 
ed with a knife : a ftone every where to be found near 
the" Miffifipp£. The cave is- only acceflible by afcend- 
itig a naJTow, (teep paiSagc, that lies near the brink of 
the rivefr 

At a little diftaiice from this dteary cavern, is the 
bmying. place of feveral bands of the Naudoweffie In- 
dians : though thefe people have no fixed refidence, 
Kvifig in rente' and abiding but a fe^ months on one 
fpot, yer they always bri^ng th^ bones of their dead to 
this place f which they tsSte the opportunity of doing 
When tiie chiefs meet to hold their- councils, and to fet-^ 
tic all puSdioaffidts for the enfuing fiimmer. 

Ten miles below the Falls of St. Anthony, the Riv- " 
er St. Pierre, called by the natives the Waddapow- 
menefotor, fells into the Miflifippi from the weft. It 
is not mentioned by Father Hennipin, although a large, 
fair river : this omiffion I conclude, muft have pro- 
ceeded from ^a fmall ifland thbt is fituatcd exacStiy atr 
its entr^iee, by which the fight of it is ititcrcepted. I 
iihouldnot have difcovered this rivermyfelf, had I not 

taken 
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taken a view, when I was fearching for it, -ffom the 
high lands oppolitc, which rife to a great height. 

Nearly over againft this river, I was obliged to leasee 
my canoe, x)n account of the ice, and travel by land to 
the Falls of St. Anthony, where I arritcd on the 17^1% 
of November. The Mifliiippi j&rom the St. Pierrcitdr 
this place, is rather more rapid than I had hithert<» 
found k, and without iflaiids of any coxrOderation. . Ii 

Before I left my canoe, I overtook a yooag. prince 
of the Winnebago Indians, who was going on»an enir^ 
baffy to fome of the bands of the Naudoweffica. Pind- 
ing that I intended to take a view of the falls, he agrecjlr 
to accompany me, his curiofity having been often- jex- 
cited by the accoumts he had received from fome .of- 
his chiefs : he accordingly left hh family (for the In*» 
dians never travcKvqthoot their houfeholds) at thi$^ 
place under the cafc of my Mohawk fervant, and we 
proceeded together by land, attended only by xof 
Frenchman to this celebrated, place. 

We could diftinflay hear the noife of the watdr* fult 
fifteen mileis before we reached the falls : and I was 
greatly pleafed and furprifed, when I approached this. 
aftonifhin^ work of nature } but I was not long at 
liberty to indulge thefe emotions, my attention being 
called off by the behavior of my companion. 

The prince had no fooner gained the point that over- 
looks this wonderful cafcade, than he begaa with an. 
audible voice to addre& the Great Spirit, oneiof whoie 
places of refidence he imagined this to be* . He told 
iiim tliiit he had come a long way to pay his adora*- 
tions to him, and now would make him the beft offer- 
ings in his power. He accordingly firft threw his 
pipe into the ftream ; then the roll that contained his 
tobacco ; iafter thefe, the bracelets he wore on his 
arms and wrifta; next an ornament that encircled his 
neck,s compofed of bcad^ and wires 5 and at laft the 
Ncarrings from his ears.; in fhort, he prefented to his 
god every part of his drefs tjiat was valuable j during 

this 
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this tc frequently Onotc his brcaft with great violence 
threw, his arms about, and appeared to be much agi« 
tated. 

All this while he continued his adorations and at 
length concluded th.em with fervent petitions that the 
Gr^t Spirit would qonftantly afford us hb prote£tion 
on auf travels, giving u^ a bright fun, a blue iky, and 
clear lintroubled waters ) nor would he leave the place 
till we had fmoked together with my pipCj in honor of 
the Great Spirit. 

I was greatly furprifed at beholding an inftance of 
Ozch jelevated devotion in fo young an Indian, and in* 
ilead of ridiculing the ceremonies attending it, as I ol>- 
fcrved my catholif fervant tacitly did, I looked on the 
prince with a greater degree ofrefpeftfor thefetincere 
proofs he gave of his piety j and I doubt not but that . 
his offering and prayers were as acceptable to the uni- 
verfal Parent of mankind, as if they had been made 
with greater pomp, or in a confedraled place. . 

Indeed, the whole condu£l of this young prince at 
once amazed and charmed me. During the few days 
we were together, his attention feemed totally to be 
employed in yielding me every afliftance in his power ^ 
and even in fo fhoi:t a time, he gave me innumerable 
proofs of the moft generous and difinterefled friend- 
fhip ; fo that on our return I parted from him with 
^eat rduftanjre. Whilft I beheld the artlefs, yet en- 
gaging maimers of this unpolifhed favage, I could not 
help dra^raig ^ comparifon between him and fome of 
the more.renne4 inhabitant^ of civilis^ed coun^tries, not 
much I own, in favor of the latter. 

The falls of St. Anthony received their name from 
Fajtl'cr Louis Hennipin, a French miffionary, who trav- 
elled jiitg tl^efp partsabout the yfar id86, and was the 
firft European everfeen by the hativ^. *" This* amazing 
bodj ofj w^terj,^wliich arc abbv^VsP yards over, form 
a fnpJt'jfjfeafingocataradti \they* taU perpendicularly 
about tliuty feet,, and tl^e rajpids Ijclow, intht fpace of 

'-• -^ - ^ ;'■,'••; . 300 

Da 
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300 yards* inpre, ypricTer the descent confideraWy great- 
er 5 fo that wheu viewed at a diftancc, they appear ta 
be much higher than they really are. The abovqnen- 
tioncd traveller has laid them down at above fixty*ieet ; 
|)ut tq 'jhas made a greater error iri cdculating the 
height 4)f the Falls' bif Niagara "j which he afferts <5 be 
<5ioo feet ; whereas, from latef* obferv^tions accurately 
made, it is wdl known that it d'oes not exceed 14b fc&. 
But' the good father I fear too often had no other foun- 
d^t^on for his acc|0unts, than reporti' or, at beft, a 
flight infpeftiop. . * ; 

. I^ the middle of the falls (lands a fiiiall ifland, about 
forty fe^ broad anc^ fomewhat longer, on Which grow 
a few cfagged liepfilo^k and tpruce trees ; and abort 
half \vay between this Ifland and the eaftern fhore is a 
rock,, lying attire very edge of the ftill, in an oblique 
pofition, tha-t appeared to b^ about five or fix feet 
broad, and thif ty^ or forty lon^. Thefe falls vary mnch 
from jjlj the others I have feeh, 'a?*you may approach! 
clofe! to' the^ * without firidlng the leaft obftruftion 
from any inte^ening hill or precipice. * * * 

The country around them" is extremely beaiitiful; 
It IS not an uninterrupted plain, where the dye finds no 
relief, but compofediof many gentle afcents, Which in 
the fummer are covered with the finefl verdure, and 
interfperfed with little groves, >lijatgive^ a pleafing* va- 
riety to the profpc£t., ,0h* the wholei * %h'en the* falls ^ 
are included, which may be feeri* atthe dirfknce of fotii* 
miles, a more pJeaCng s^nd piclurefque \kw'cfiiinot, 1 
believe, be found' through Ih'e univerffe. I could hive 
wifhed that I, had happened' to enjoy this glonotis" fight 
at a more feafonable time of 'the ycai', whilft]^thc * tfees 
and billows wei;e cja^ In jiatui^^'s -g'ayeft li very, as t!)js 
muft Hav,^ greatl^ abided , to the pTcaftrfc' I received ; 
iowever, .cveq then,^*if exceeded niy*warm%ft ^ dtpefia- 
tipiif.*^ I.hayj^ende^vore^ torsive tlie'rtf^^^ hh 

idea of tja js^. in.chanti Ag '/fp/5t/ as p6fRhi£ { Jbuf all* dc- 
icriptioni whether or !Kc^ pencil "otta'pch, inuft fall 
liiAaitely fhort of the crlginah * At 



At tlMittle''dittari(te' below fhe. falls ftands afmalt. 
iflahd, -oF about an tiire and an half, on which gr6w 
a great number of oak trees, every- branch of which, 
>abte to -fupport the weight, was full of eagles' neftSk 
Thcrcafon that thefe kind of birds refort in fuch num* 
bers to this fpot,- isj that they are here (ecure from the- 
attacks' either of man 'or beaft, their retreat being 
guarded by the rapids, which the * Indiahs never at- 
tempt to pafi. Another reiforv is, that;' they find a 
conftant fopply of food for themfelves and their young, 
from the animals andlSfh* which are dallied to pieces 
by the falls, and driven on the adjacent fhore. 

Having fatisiied my /curiofity, • as fja* as tha eye of 
man can be Satisfied, I proceeded oh, flill accompa- 
nied by my youhg friend, till 1 74 ad reached the river 
St.- Trancis, near fixty miles afo(y?e tl>c ' falls. To this 
river. Father Hennrpin gave the name of St. Francis, 
arid this war thd extent bf Ri^ tt-avels, as 'well asmine^ 
towards the northwefl. As the feaJTon was fo advanced, 
and the weather extremely cold, I was' not. able^ ^q 
make fo many obferVatioiis on thefe parts as I'ocher* 
wife fhouM have done. ■ * ' / . i ' i» , 

It might, however, perhajis, be n^ceflkiy tx$«otffervt, 
that in the little tour I made about tli« fills, after 
travelling fointeen mil^s, by the fide of 'the^'MilMppi^ 
I came to a river nearly twenty yards^ wide, wtxich ran 
from the nbrthcaft,;^'called Rum Ri^r.^ Arid o«i th^ 
2oth of November- came to^ an'oth'# te#med»*Gciofc 
River, about twelve* yards WJde* ~€)A the iifl I* ar- 
rived at the St. Rlincis, which is abbut tHirty yards 
wide. Here the Mifliffppi itfetf|row»narrt>i^,< being 
not more than ninety yards over j •and appears to be 
chiefly, compofed of fmali branches. The ice prevent- 
ed me froihn6ticihg"tti6'^^ti'df anfyrf ihder three- 
rivers. ^ ? • • '^'^^^^^ *.v'. '1'*:^ . • ■ ,i . !,»4 

Tli^ cototry- in -{bfeie {)l«cf^ ii hMy,' l^t ; withmit 
iargeTn6tinfain& ; "aml^he l#ni is* lUlerably 'good, ii 
obfcxT^ed Eierfe nianydeer and c^ftrib<kfe,4b»^« clk^wirK 
., . i - abundance 

/■ 
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a]bun4apcc of i?a^versy.Grt^en^'aij4jotkcr furs, A Iktlc 
sri>ove this, to the north^aft, «:e a.nuaiber of fniall 
l^^s called the Thouf^nd Lakes. ; the parts ahpu^ 
which, though but Uttle frequented, are tlie bcSt w^thia 
mainy: miles for hunting,, as the, Jiunter i\ever ^feil^ of 
returning loaded beyood his expe£ktions* ;.;,,_ 
: TJue Miffifippi has never been ^jypklored high^ up 
than the River : St. Francis, and only by Father ^^-' 
Qbi^in and myfelf thus fs^r,,, ^q that we are ol^liged 
(blely to the Indians for aU the iiitelligence we are able 
to give relative to the more northern parts* As this 
river is not navigable fi;ofn tl>e fea f or yeOcboi^any 
ooivfiderable bHrthen, moch higher up thaij thc.rofk& 
of the Ohioj and cMen that is accompliflaied with great 
difiieulty, ^wing to tfce rapidity of the curreat,jar>cl 
the landings of the river j tjhofe fettleinents th^^ 
may be made on the interior branches of it, muft be 
indifputably feeui'e &om the attacks of any naaritime 
power. But at the fame time the fettlers will have the 
sid vantage of being able to convey tbejr. produce to t^e 
ie$p9rts, vith great facility, the cnrrcnt of the river 
from its fource to its entrance into the .Gulf of Mcx- 
if 0> beii^ extremely favorable for doing this in fmall 
eraflf. This might alfo in time be facilitated by canals 
or fliorter cuts ; and a communication opened by 
water with New Nork) Canada, &c. by way of the 
lafees. The Fcarks of the Ohio arc about nine hundred 
miles tfrom th$ moiQth of the Miilfi^ppis following )jie 
couffe of the river i and the Mcflbrie two hundred 
fxitles abo^i^ thefe. From the latter it h about twenty 
ittiksj to the Illinois River, afid from that.to the Ouif- 
confins which I haye given an account o4 about eight 
hundred more. 

. On the is^h I retiimed to mj <;anoe, Yrhkh I.had 
kft at tlic mouth of the Hiver ot. Pierre ; and here, I 
:|HBted with regtet fropfi mj yowg fiiepd?, ;^he .prince 
!of the Winnebagoesi. .This rivf i: being; clear, of ice, 
*y reafon of its iputh^lB fituatioa, I found nothing to 
,...;. ' " obftrudt 
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obiWn£l my paflagc. On the 28th, being adTanced 
about forty miles^ I arrived at a finall branch that fell 
into it from the north ; to which^ as it had no name 
that I could dii^inguifh it by,.! gave my own. About 
forty miles higher up I came to ihe Forks of Verd arfd 
Red Marble Rivers, which join at fome little diftancc 
before they enter the St. Pierre. : . 

The River St. Pierre, at its junftion with the MiC^ 
fifippi, is about a hundred yards broad, and continues 
that breadth. ncariy all the way I failed upon it. It has! 
a great depth of water, and in, fome places runs very. 
briikly. About fifty miles from ira mouth arc foxXMB 
rapids, and much higher up there are many others. ^ 

I proceeded up this river about two hundred miles 
to the xooQtry of the Naudoweiiies of the plains, which 
lies a little above the Forks formed by the Verd and 
Red Marble Rivers, juft mentioned^ where a branch 
from the fouth nearly joins the MeiTorie River. . By 
the accounts. I received from the Indians, I have rea^ 
fon to believe that the River St. Pierre and the.McA 
forie, though they enter the Miffifippl twelve Jbamdred 
miles firom each other, take their rife in th^ fame neigh- 
borhood ; and this within the fpace of a mile. 

The River St Pierre's northern branch rifes from a 
number of lakes near the (hining mountains ; and it 
is from fome of thefe, alfo, that a capital bmnch of the 
River Boujrbon^ which runs into Hudfon's Bay, has itk 
fources. .. : . i,j 

From the inlfelligance I gained from the Naudowieffie 
Indians, among whom I arrived on the 7th of Decem- 
ber, and whofe language I perie£Uy .acquired during a* 
refidence of five months ; and alfo from the accounts 
I afterwards obtained, from the AiSnipoils, who fpeak 
the fame tongue, being a revolted < band of the Nauw 
dowefiies; and from the Killiilinoes, neighbors of 
the Affinipoils, who fpeak the Chipeway language,, 
and inhabit the heads of the River Bourbon ; I fay; 
from thcfe nations, together.. with my. own oblcrva... 

tions. 
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dom^iliave lesuiibd that tlie four moft* capital rivers 
6n the Continent of North America, viz. th^ St. Law- 
rence> the Miili£ppi, the river Botirbon, iaad the Ore- 
gan or the river of the Weft (as: I hinted in my ititro- 
oudUon) haize^ their fources in the fame neighborhood* 
The waters^of the three former are within ihtrty miles 
of each other ; the latter, hoWevdr, .is rather furtbeir. 
weft: 

'-' This £hews that- thefe parts-are the bjghefi: lazub in^ 
North America^^. and it is an inflance not to.be pa£^«^ 
l^led on* the other three Quarters of the: globes that 
fear, ^rhrers of fuch.raagnitisdeihpaild takiofi^their rifcr . 
togetfaer5:axii^eaoli5. after running Separate cdusfes, di£% 
diati^i thbin .watets into ditferent > cnceans at tfaci dif^ 
tdoe of . two > thotifaiid. miles frodi thair fotnxeai Tent 
ih their pa3age>fi*oim thi^ fpot tothe Baj.of St/Laww 
x«nee, 6aft i to the Bay of Mexico^ fouth ^ t6 Hudibn's 
B^y, liatth $ and to the bay at the. Straits of Anniaic 
weft^ teaeh of tbeie ttarerfe upwards of tivv^o. thoofendt 
^U^L :.-••• • : . • ^ •' '\- * 

iVj/fhaU here give my readers fachxidBleAioQS as oc^ 
etibjed to me, MrhenI had received this:inteaeftihg; in-«< 
formation^ andhkd'by numberlefs inqniiie^, a£certam«4 
ad llse^ truth of it y that is, as far as it was poflible to 
akrlve at a certainty without a; perfonal invefligation.* a 
*^^2t:is vrell known that the Colbaies^ particmlarlyi 
tiK>fe.<if New England and Oanada^vare^gcisat^ afibdbJ 
cd, about the time their winter fets in, by a northwefiJ 
vidd^it^hich cdntimi^'&r feveiak montba^ addrendbrs 
the cold much more int'enfe th^e than it.i8>:dn,the le^ 
terior. parts, of Amarica;. This I caii, frdna my.owiu 
knowledge, aflert, as I found the winter, tlaat i pafied to* 
the leftward of the. MiffifippL,. f^ fnaax^fev^e } and' 
the. northweft .vind: Mowing ron'itia4)ipicpiiiitiies~xan-* 
fiderdale xiiore temperate than I have offcire^pericnced 
it to be nearer the coa& And that this* did riot *arilt 
from^. an. uncertainty, of the feafons, but was annuail]^: 
the cajfe>'' I^conci^ttde,, both. jBrom tbe'imall quantity. o£ 
i ' ' fnow 
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fnow that then fell, and a total .difvSc oi fnow iboei 
by thcfc Indians, without which none of the more caft^ 
em nations can pofEbly travel during the winter. 

As naturalifls obferve, that air rcfcnables water in 
many refpe&, particularly by often flowing in a com- 
pact body i and that this is generally remarked to be 
with the curr^t of large ftreams, and feldoin acrofs 
them, may not . the winds that iet violently into the 
bay of Mexico about the latter end of the year, take 
their courfe over the Continent in the feme direftion 
as the Miffi£ppi does ; . till . meeting with the north' 
winds (that from a iimilar caufe blow up the Bourboi^ 
from Hudfon's Bay) they are forced acrofs the great 
lakes, down the current of the waters of the Si. Law- 
rence, and united, commit thofe ravages, and occafion 
thofe fevere winters, experienced in the beforem^n- 
tioned countries ? During their progrefs over the 
lakes they become expanded, and, confequently, afFeft 
a.greater.traft of land than they other wife would do. . 
According to my fcanty knowledge of natural phi- 
lofbphy, this does not. appear improbable. Whether 
it is agreeable to the laws eftablimed by naturalifts to 
account for the operations of that element, I know 
not. However, the defcription here given of the fit- 
uation of th^fe vaft bodies ,of water, and their near ap- 
proach to each other, with my own undigefted fup- 
pofitions of: their effedl: on the winds, may prove, per- 
haps, in abler hands, the means of leading to many ufe- 
ful difcoveries. 

On the 7th of December, I arrived (as I faid before) 
at the vtmoft extent of n^y travels towards the wefl ; 
where I met with a large party of the . Naudoweflic 
Indians, among whom I refided feven months. Thefe 
conilituted a part of the eight bands of the Naudo- 
weffies of the. plaints 9 and are termed the Wawpeen- 
towahs, the Tintons the Afrahcootans, the Mawhaws, 
jsiud the Schian?. The other three bands, whofe 

names 
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names are, the Schiande, the Chongoufceton, and tlic 
Waddapawjeftin, dwell higher up, to the weft of the 
River St. Pierre, on phins that, according to their ac- 
count, are unbounded :, and probably terminate on thd 
coafl of the Pacific 'Ocean. The Naudoweilie nation, 
\irhen united, confifts of more than two thouiand war- 
riors, Affinipoils, who revolted from them, amount 
to about three hundred ; ' and league? with the Kilifti* 
noes, live in a continual ftate of enmity with the other 
eleven bands. 

As I proceeded up the River St. Pierre, and had 
fiearly reached the place where thefe people we«; en- 
camped, I obferved two or three canoeS comhig down 
the ftream ; but no fooner had the Indians that were 
oi> board them, difcovered us, than they rowed toward 
the land, and leaping afhore with precipitation, left 
their canoes to float as the current drove them. In a 
ifew minutes I perceived fome others ; who, as foon as 
they came in fight, followed with equal fpeed the ex- 
ample of their countrymen. 

I now thought it necefTary to proceed with caution ; 
and therefore kept on the lide of the river oppofitc to 
that on which the Indians had landed. However, I 
flill continued my courfe, fatisfied that the pipe of 
peace, which was fixed at the head of my canoe, and 
the Englifh colors that were flying at the ftem, would 
prove my fecurity. After rowing about half a mile 
further, in turning a point, I. difcovered a great ' num- 
ber of tents, and more.thatx a thoufapd Indians, at a 
little diiftance from the fhorc. Being now nearly op- 
pofite to them, I ordered my men to pull direftiy over, 
as I was willing to convince the Indians by fiich a ftep, 
that I placed fome confidence in them. ^ 

As foon as I had reached the land, two o/the chiefs 
prefented . their hands to me, and led me amidft the 
aftonifhed multitude, who had moft of thein never 
feen a white man before to a tent. Into this we en- 
tered, and according to the cuflom that univcrfally pre- 
vails? 



\ 



CARVER'S TRAVELS. 49 

vails among every Indian nation, began to fmoke the 
pipe of peace. We had not fat long before the crowd 
becanje fo great, both around, and upon the tent, 
that we were in danger of being cruftied by its fall. 
On this we returned to the plains where, -having grati- 
fied the curiofity of the common people', their wonder 
abated, and ever after they treated me with great rc- 
fpeft. 

From the chiefs I met with the moft friendly and 
hofpitablc reception ; which induced me, as the fea- 
fon was fo for advanced, to take up my relidcncc among 
them during the winter. To render my ftay as com- 
fortable as pbffible, I firft endeavored to learn their 
language- ' This I foon did, fb as to make myfelf per- 
feftly intelligible, having before acquired fome flight 
knowledge of the language of thofe Indians that live 
on the back .of the fettlements ; and in confequence 
met with every accommodation their manner of living 
would afford. Kor did I want for fuch amufements 
as tended to make fe long a period paft cheerfully away. 
I frequently hunted with them ; and at other times 
beheld with plcafure their recreations and paftimes, 
which I (hall- defcribe hereafter. 

Sometimes I fat withthe chiefs, and whilft we fmok- 
ed the friendly pipe, entertained them, in return for 
the accounts they gave me of their wars and excurfions, 
with a narrative of my own adventures, and a defcrip- 
tion of all- the battles fought between the Englifh and 
French in America, in many of which I had a pcrfonal 
fhare. Tiey always paid great attention to my details, 
artd aiked many pertinent queflions relative to the Eu- 
ropean thethods of making war. 

I held thefc-conterfatipris with them in a great 
meafure to procure froih them fome information rel- 
ative to the chi^f point I had conftantly in view, that 
of gaining a knolvlcdge bf the fituation and produce, 
both df their <Jwtl*countty, and thofe that lay to the 
weftward Cf them. 'Nor' was I difappointed in my 
defigns ; for I procured from them much ufeful intel- 
E ligencc. 
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Kgence. They lifeewiiJ? drew for me plaas of »11 th^r 
countries with which th^y were ac<|uainted^ hut. ^ I 
entertaLpted. no gre^t opioicm of th^r gqogp^tphical 
knowledge, I placed not mi^ch dependence ob (berp^ 
and th9reftMre think it unrieceflrary to give th.eiB to the 
publk. They draw with » piece of ^rQt coal^ te)cen 
from tl« health, upoii the iaiide b^rk ^if -th^ bjrch 
tree ; which is as finooth as paper, and anfwer? th^ 
faoae purpofe^, Hotwkhftanding i| is of g yellow c;a{t. 
Their (ketches are made in ^ rude masn^r^ hut they 
jeem to give us as juft an idea of a country, akhoijig]^ 
the plan is not fo exaft, ^ piore cxperiencia ilraugtisr 
men could do. 

I left the habitations of thefe hofpjtabje fn^^^s the 
latter end of April, 1767 ; but di<i not part frojnthem 
for fesrerftl days, as I wai*af coinpgknipd on jny }(9urne j 
by near three hundred of thepp^ a^i^o^g twh<?in were 
many chie£s, to the month of Ae River St, Pierre> 
At this- feafon, thefe hand$ annually go. tjo th^ &:e^ 
£aye before mentwnedj to hold a grand qo^ncU. with 
all the other bands ; whe^€i^ they fettle th^ir open^ 
tions for the enfuing year. At the /^fanie timjB they 
carry with them their dead, for interment^ .ix^und. up 
in buiialoes' ikins. Beiidea^ thqfe tha^ acco|P{>a2|ied 
me, others were gou^ before, and .the. reft.weije t^ 
follow. 

Never did I trayd with {q cheerfui andhnppy » cottv- 
panyi But their mirth met wijh a fudde» and t^Q>pc^ 
rary allay ficotn a viplgnj: ilorm fchajt overtook u^ eiie 
day on our paflVge. . We hgd juft lq|pded,*and wepe 

ijreparing to fet up otir tents for the n^^j ^hm a 
leavy cloud ovcrfprea^d -the heavens, md the nfioft 
dreadful thnnd^r, lightning, and fj^iaii&ed ftojn it that 
ever I hetrdpr beheld. j .- . -• 

The Indians wer^ greajtly terrified, and ran tto foch 
fhelter as:thcy couJd find ; for only a few tents were 
as yet ereftbd. Apprehei^five qf. the danger that 
mi^it enfne from landing near any thhug; which/ could 
- . ;■- ' . . * /.\ ;.> Ibrve 
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fcrvc for a continiElop, as thccloitd appeared to tohtain 
iuch an uncoimnon ^antity of ele^lrical fiuid, I took 
my ftand as far as pofiible from any cc^^ermg ; chooiing 
rathsr to be expofed to th^ peltings of tlie ik)rm, than 
to receive a fatal ftroke.* At this the Indians were 
greatly furprifedj and drew doncluiioii^ from it not un- 
favorable te the opinion they already entertained of 
my refoltitionr Yet I acknowledge that I was never 
more a&^^ ifl my life j. for nothing fcarcely could 
exceed the tcnrific fcene*- The peals of thunder were 
h loud &at tkcy fbook the earth v- and the lightning 
jSaihed along the ground in ftreams-' of fulphur *, fo 
that the Indian chiefs themfelyes, although their 
courage in war is ufually invincible^ could not help 
trembling at the horrid combuftion.' As foon as the 
ftorm was over, they flocked around ihe, and informed 
me, that it was a proof of the anger of the evil fpirits, 
whom they wore apprehenfive that they had highly 
offended. 

When we arrived at the Great Cave, and the Indiana 
had depofited the remains of their deceafed friends in 
the burial place th^tt ftands adjacent to it, they held 
their great council, into which I was admitted, and at 
the fsaac time had the honor to be inilailed or adopted 
a chief of their bands^^ On this^ oc'cafion I made the 
following fpeech, which t infert, to give ray readers 3 
fpedmen* of t3ie language, sknd manner in . which it is 
necefiary t» addrefs the Indians, fo as to engage theixr 
attention, and to render the fpeaker's expreilion, con-r 
fonant to their ideas. It was delivered on thicfirit day 
of May^ 1767. i .. 

. *♦ My brothei^ chiefii of the numerous and power- 
ful Naudcweffies I I rejoice- that through my long- 
abode with you, I can now fpeak.to yoa (though after 
an imperfeft manner) in your own tongue, like one o£ 
your own chxldreii. I rejoice alfo that I have had an 
opportuaity fo frequently to inform you of the glory 
ai5d Twwer. of th& Great Kingj that reigns over the 

.Engliih 
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Englifli and otho- nations, who is defcendcd from a 
very ancient race of fovcrcigns, as old as die eartli and 
waters ; whofe feet fland on two great iflands, larger 
than any you have ever feen, amidft the-greateft waters 
in the world, whofe head reaches to the fun, and whofe 
anps encircle the whole earth : the number of whofe 
warriors are equal to the trees in the vallies, the ftaiks 
of rice in yonder marfhes, or the blades of grafs on 
your great plains : who has hundreds of canoes of- his 
own, of fuch amazing bignefs, that all the waters in 
your country would not fufiice for one of them tofwim 
in ; each of which have guns, not fmall like mine^ 
which you fee before you, but of fuch magnitude, that 
a hundred of yopr ftouteft young men \vould with 
difficulty be ablfe to xarry one. And thefe are equally 
furprillng in their operation againft the great, king's 
enemies when engaged in battle "5 the terror they carry 
with them, your language wants words to exprefs. 
You may remember the other day when we were en- 
camping at Wadawpawmenefotor, the black clouds, 
the wind, the fire, the ftupendgus noife, the horrible 
cracks, and the trembling of tlie earth, which then 
alarmed you, and gave you reafon to think your gods 
were angry with you ; not unlike thefe arc the war- 
like implements of the Englifh, when they are fighting 
the battles of their great king, 

" Several of the chief!; of your bands have often told 
xne, in times paft, when I dwelt with you in your tents, 
that theyimuch wifhed to be counted among the chil-» 
dren and allies of the great king my mafter. You may 
remember how often you have defired me, when I return 
again tp'my own country, to'acquaint the great king of 
your good difpofition towards him and his fubjed^s,. and 
that you wifhed for traderi from. the-Eag^iih to come 
among you. 

<f Being now about to take leave of you, and to re- 
turn to my own country, a long way towards the rifiiig 
fun, I again aik you to tell me whether you continue 

of 
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o£ the fame xnind as when I fpoke to you in council 
laft winter 5 and as there are now fcveraJ of your chiefs 
here, who came froip the great plains towards the fet- 
tiiig of the fun, whom I have never fpoke with in 
council before, I a£k you to let me know if you are all 
willing to acknowledge yqurfelves the children of my 
great mafter the king of the Engliih and other nations, 
as I ihall take the firil opportunity to acquaint him of 
your defires and good intentions. 

" I charge you not to give heed to bad reports, for 
there are wicked birds flying about among the neigh- 
boring nations, who may whifper evil things in your 
ears againft the English, contrary to what I have told 
you ; you muft.not believe them, for L have told you 
the truth. 

«« And as for the chiefs tliat are about to go to 
Rlichillimackinac, I ihall- take care to make for them 
and their fuit, a ftraight road, fmooth waters, and a 
clear iky 5 that they may* go there, and fmoke the 
pipe of peace, and reflrfecure on a beaver blanket under 
the fhade of the great tree of peace. Farewell !" 

To this fpeech I received the following ani^ver, from 
the mouth of the principal chief;- 

" Good brother ! I am now atioUt f o fpeak to you 
the l^guage of thefe my brothers, chiefs of the 
eight bands of the powerful nation of the Naudowef- 
iies. We believe and are well fatisfied in the truth of 
every .thing you have told us about your great nation, 
and the great king our greateil father j for whom we 
jpread this beaver blanket, that his fatherly proteftiori 
may ever reil eafy and fafe amongil us his children : 
your colors and your arms agree with the accounts you 
Jiave given us about your great nation. We defire that 
when you return, you will acquaint the great king how 
much the Naudoweffies wi£h to be counted among his 
good childi-en- 

<* You may believe us when we tell you that w e will 
not open our cars to any who may dare .to fpeak cviL 

. Ea - ^ ?r 
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of pur great father the king of the Englifh and other 
nations. ' 

** We thank you for what you have done for ua in 
making peace between the Naudoweflies and the Chipe-' 
ways, and hope when you return to us again, that you 
will complete this good work ; and quite difpclling the 
clouds that intervene, open the Blue flcy of pfeacc, and 
caufe the bloody hatchet to be deep buried under the 
roots of the great tree of peace. 

*^ We wifh you to to remember to reprefcnt to our 
great father how much we defire that traders may be 
fent to abide among us ^ath fiich things a^ we nced^ 
that the hearts of our young men, our wives and chil- 
dren may be made glad. And may peace fubfift be- 
tween us, fo long as the fun^ the moon, the earth, and 
the waters {hall endure- Farewell f" 

I thought it neceflary to caution tlie Indians againft 
giving heed to any bad reports that tnay reach them 
from the neighboring nations, to the disadvantage 
of the Englifh, as I had heard, at different places 
through which I pafled, that emiflaries were ftill em- 
ployed by the French to detach thofe who were friend- 
ly to the Englifh, from their intereft. And I faw, 
myfelf, feveral belts of Wampum that had been deliv- 
ered for this purpofe to fome of the tribes I was 
^mong. ' On the delivery of each of thefe, a talk was 
held, wherein the Indians were toki that the Englifh, 
who were but a petty people, had ftolen that country 
from their great father the king of France, whilft he 
was afleep ; but that he would foon awake, and take 
them again under his proteftion. Thefe I found were 
fent from Canada, by perfons who appeared to be 
well afFefted towards the government under which 
they lived. . ' *. 

Whilft I tarried at the mouth of the River Sh 

. Pierre, with thefe friendly Indians, I endeavored to 

gain intelligence whether any goods had been fent to- 

; wards the Fall§ of St. "Anthony for my ■ ufe, agreeably 
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to the protnift I had received fram the'Govemor when 
I left MichiUimackintac. But finding ' from fomc In- 
dians^ who pafled by in their return from thofe parts, 
that this agreement had not' been fulfilled, I was oblig- 
ed to give up all thoughts of proceeding further to the 
northweft by this route, according to my original plan. 
I therefore returned to' La Prairie Ic Chien, where I 
procured as many goods froni the traders I left there 
the preceding year, as th^y could fpare. 

As thefe, however, were not fufficient to enable me 
to renew my firft defign, I determined to endeavor 
to make my waiy acrofs the country of the Chipeways 
to Lake Superior ; in hopes of meeting at the Grand 
Portage on the north iidc of itj, the traders that an- 
nually go from MichillimackinaC to the northweft j 
of whom I doubted not but that I ihould be able to 
procure goods enough to anfwer my pui^dfe, and alfo 
to penetrate through thofc more northern parts to the 
Straits o&Annian. • • 

And I the more readily returtied to La Prairie le 
Chien, as I could by that means the better fulfil the 
cngageiheht*! Jiad m&de to theparty of Naudowcflies , 
menrioiied at the conclufion of my fpeech. 

During my abode with this people, wifhing to- fc- 
cure them entirely in the intCTeft of the Eiiglifli, I had 
advifed fome of' the chiefs to go to MichiHimackinac, 
where they wotild hiive an^opportuiiity of trading, and 
of hearing ihe accounts thtt 1 had entertsdned them 
with of my countrymeiii eoilflNned. At the fame 
time I had fiimilhed them with si recommendation to 
the Governor, and given them every dirieftion occeC- 
fary for their voyage. 

In confequence of this, one" of the principal chiefs^ 
and twenty five of an inferior rank, agreed to go the 
enfuing fummer. Thii they took an opportunity of 
doing, when they caihe wi«h the reft of their band to 
attend the Grand Council at the mouth of the River 
St. Pierre. Being obUgedy on account 6f the difap- 
I ^ ^ ^^ pomtment 
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pointment I hadjcift been informed p^ to return fo 
far down the MiQliippi, I could from tb.ence the sootq 
e^ly fct them on their journey. 

As the intermediate parts of thW. river are much fre- 
quented by the Cbipew^iys, yri&h wb^ia the Naudovr- 
e0ies ar-e continually at war, they ^ thought it more 
prudent, being but a fijriall paity, to take th(; advan-^ 
tagepf the nighty than to trav^ with me by day ; ac- 
cordingly no fooner was the Grand Council broke up^ 
than I took a friendly leave of thefe people> from whom 
1 had received innumerable civilities, and puriued onco 
more my voyage, 

I roacibed the eaftem fide qf Lake Pepin the fame 
night) vrhere I went afhpre and encamped as ufual* 
TJ^ n^t morning) when i had prpceedied ibme miles 
^ther, I perceived at a difiance before me, a fmoke^ 
which denoted that foQie Indians were near ; and ia 
a ihort tim,e difcovered ten pf twelve tents, not far 
from the bank of the river. As 1 was apprehenfivc 
that this was- a party ef the Rovers ) haid before met 
wWij. I knew not wh^t courjCe to purfue. ^ lyiy. attend^* 
*nts perfuaded me to endeavor to p&fy by them on tiie 
oppoiite fide of the river ^ but as I had hitherto foimd 
that the beft way to €nf\ipe a friendly reception from 
^ the Indians, is to nfeet t^em boldly, and without 
^^jU^wing any tokens pf fear^ I would ijy no means con-« 
ient to theic propiofdl. In^e%d of this I crowed di« 
re^ly over, and landed ^ t^^^inidilof them^ for by 
thbtinoe; the grefiteii|if|}a^ of t,^m were landing oa 
the fhore. • <i - . . ; L : , ,' . ' 

. The firfk I accofted y^er^ th^ CMpfways, inhabitinsg 
near the Ottowaw Lakes ; who received me with great 
cordiality, and fkook^ me hy;^e,)hand in; token: of 
friendfliip. At.&me I^tle 4^nc^ ^^hinii thefe ftood 
a chief remarkably t^il and well jnide, but of & ftera 
an afpefl, that the m^ft undaunted i^rfon vould not 
behold him without feeling fome degree of terror. 
He feemed lo hM9 pafied theineridiaa ofli^.aml 
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by the mode in which he was fainted ?nd tatowcd, I 
difcovered that he was of high rank. However, I ap« 
preached him in a courteous manner/ and expefted to 
have met with the fame reception I had done from 
the others j but to my great furprife, he withheld his 
handj and looking fiercely at me, faid, in the Chipe- 
way tongue, ** Cawin nifhiihin faganofli,*'- that is,. 
•« The Englifh are no good." As he had his toma- 
hawk in his hand, I expedled that this laconic fentence 
would have been followed with a blow j to prevent 
which, I drew a piftol from- my belt, and, holding it* 
in a carelefs pofition, pafled clofe by him, to let him' 
fee I was not afraid of him. 

I learned foon after from the other Indians, that this 
was, a chief, called by the French, the Grand Sautor, 
or the Great Chipeway Chief, for they denominate the' 
Chipeways, Sautors. - They like wife told me that he 
had been always a fteady friend to that people, and 
when they delivered up Michilliinackinac to'theEng- 
li{h on their cvsicuation of Canada, the Grand Sautor 
had fworn that he would ever remain the avowed ene- 
my of its new pofleflbrs, as the territories on which the 
fort is built belonged to him. 

Finding him thus difpofed, I took care to be con- 
ftantly upon my guard whilll I {laid ; but that he' 
might . not fuppofe I was driven away by his frowns,* 
I took up my abode there for the night. I pitched 
my tent at feme dillanoe from the Indians, and had' 
no fooner laid myfelf down to reft, than I was awak- 
ed by my Frejich fervant. Having been alarmed by' 
the -found of Indian mufic, he had run to the out-* 
fide of the tent, Avhere he b<bl'veld a party of the young » 
favages dancing towards us in an extraordinary man- ' 
ner, each carrying in his hand a torch fixed on the 
top of a long pole. But I fhall defer any further • 
accotmt of this uncommon entertainment, which at 
once fiirprifedl and alarmed me, till I treat of the In- 
dian dances. _ ' 

The 
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The next tootiMg I ^ntuixued .ilijr yoysfge,.and be^^ 
fore night reached La PFairie le Chien ; at whiclifc^ 
pla(5e the party of Naudpwefikfr fooii o^^rtoojk me. 
Not loxig after> the Grand Saatof ^(a arrii^d^ and be«^ 
lore the Naudoweffies left ihat pls^e t& continue their 
jpurney to Miehilliniackinac, he found ttieai4$, in con^ 
jun(^on with fome French traders fi^m Lottiiiana> to* 
draw from me about ten of the Naudoweflie chiefs^ 
whom he prevailed upon to go toward tliofe pait$. 

The remainder proceeded, according to my dircc-* 
tjons, to the Englilb fcftt 5. from whence I- afterwards- 
heard that they retifirntd to their o^n country without 
any unfortunate accident befaUihg them> and greatly^ 
pleafed' with the ."receprioii they had met with. Whilft 
not more than half- of thofe who went to the fouth-r 
ward through the dij9e<«nee of that fouthern climate 
from their own^ lived t^ reach their abode.- And fince 
I came to England,. I. hax'c been informed) thaC the. 
Grand Sautor having rendered himfelf ,more and more 
ddigjHiftful to the £ngliih> y>y hh mveterate enmity to-- 
wards thenv viras at lei^th. ft^bbed in. his tent> aS he- 
encamped near Michillimackinak:, by a tra<der^ to whom« 
I had related the foregoing ftpry. . 
. .1 fiiould have remarked, th«it whiatever Indians hap^ 
pen tp meet at La* Prairie le Cbkn, ^thc great mart^ 
tp which all who inh<^t the adjatent- countries refort^. 
though the nations tp,whieh they belongi. arc at war' 
\titb each other, yet they are obliged tp ifeftrain theisi 
enmity, and to forbear all hoftile z&!$- during their ftay 
ti^ere. This, regulation has been lojug eftablifhe&h 
ai»a9g.them; fer tbeir i^utual €onvcbqricn^e,LaS'iiridi«t 
out it^ no trade cctiiM- be carded on* The &me rule isi 
o&ferved alfo at.the :Red Motmlain (aftcrwiards dc-t 
fcribed) from whence they get the Aone of^wfaiehT 
they make their pipes ; the& being, inciifj^nfable to: 
the accommodation of every neighboring tribe, a^ 
ilmilar reftf idion be<;omes iK;ed&l» and! is of puUic 
utility. . L 

The 



The RiveTjSt. ^igwci ^]^}i^piwis«luroiightJie teiv 
ritorics of jJbjB N^i^dQwefliei, ft^^s througk a njofttlcf 
ligfadiii coimtrf, diKsi^^g with all t^Q fiecef&rics of ' 
life, th^t grqw fp^ntai^oyf y i «m<i wuU a i^le cul- 
tivation it i&igi^t be HKi^er tt^ pi?€>duce eyen t]ie. Ii$xuries 
of life.. Wiidrrii;e'ig?Oj«rs ber« in gr^t abundSance ; 
an4^i?^y pgfft i^ JW^cl.-witJi trocsi: bending under their 
loads pf fr^itei fi|<:Jva*i^ws,,gi^pq8, and apples v the 
iDeado\¥s Ai^e cev^lrefl with, hpps,- aiid maiiy forts of 
vegetables j whilift th^ groiind is ftorod with Hfeful 
roQt% With, ^galicaf ijpikeitard, and grouDdnnts, as 
large as hens' e^^» At a Uttl^ diftapce &om the fides 
of the river are eminehces, from >vhich you have views 
that can9^t |?e e^^ded even by the? moft b^utiful of 
thofe I h^ye already 4eferihed ;. ;«iiidft thefe, are da- 
light&l;giev^b^^d filch ains^ing qimntities of m^ples^ 
that th^'irould-pirodiiice; fug^ fu^cicnt for any ^lma^ ' 
faer of :iph3lMt^©t^ > . 

A ii|tle W4y:fi?0m thQ mofuth of thJb river^ on thfc 
nortl^- 6ii^ pf itj ftands a hiU» one part of whida, that 
toiyarditJii5 Mi^flppi, iscocapofed entirely of white 
doxifiy of thi? faoie.fofj: nature as. that I hawe beforetic* 
fcr>W4 t 4br fuch>:indeed^ is all the ftone in^thi^ conn*- 
try, ButvirKaJ: appears rjema^^able, i«^ that the color 
of it is as white as the driyfeij , fao^v. . TJie outward 
part of it wiis cnti»hled ^pjths Wind and wither into 
heaps of (mis of which a beautiful conapofition might 
bcjD^^&i ar>I atn of opiniohi that, when pro;*:rlf 
trentedt. tte jWne itftlf wouJAgrow harder, by time, 
ai^ haye a very fH>bte fiSeSr in auchitefture. ' 

Near tha^t bwntih* whiQbis termpd: the MiurUc Rivi- 
er, is a mountaiuy from whence the IndiaQS get a fort 
otred ft(mej Qiit* of wiiich. they hew the bowls of their • 
pipes.. li^^omttoi^i^Q paftSy.i&jfound.a.black^ hard 
.claysiol-jritl^et^Qlie^ 06 ^hich tholNaudew«ffies xsidke 
.their. femriyutpaflWa i Thwxolmtty likewifei abounds 
wlktH ain0»lfci*iiile c^^: of ^wMch. China ware might fac 
madecqualJm^OQdnefaitothe^Afiaticv and*aUb whh 

.... :i ' " a blue 
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A blue clay, tha* fcrvcs th«gln<H&is for -fumt, with this 
blif thicy contrive, by mi?cing it witft th^ ryAftohc, ^ 
powdered, to paint th^miyyesf of difierciit - colof?. 
Thofe that caoc get the blueclay here mentidticd, paint 
themfelv«i very much wk!f it ^ pArtitularly when they* 
areiabolit to begiiTitheip fports and paftimes. It is 
'.fiifo efteemed1>y them a'Aiark^f peace,* as if has ^ r^ 
femblance of a bine i1cy> i^hkh Vith' them i» ii fym* 
bol of it,.and made ufe cf in their (\)e(cc:hes as a figtfra^ 
tiVfe ex^reflion to denote peace. When they wifh to 
fliew'that thek-inclinatiot» are |iftcific%^Wards «other 
tribes, they greatly ornament both thcftifelves and their 
betes with it. . .. . y • 

Having concluded my bufinefs at La Prairie Ic CM- 
cn, I proceeded on«e more up the JVfiffifif^i, as far as 
the place whefe the Chipeway Rive** enters it, a little 
•^ bdOw Lake Pepin. Here, having eagagedjji Indian 
pilot, I direfted him to fteer towards* the Ottawa-^ 
* Lakes, which He near the head of this rivef . This he 
did, and I arri'ved at them the beginning of^ J«!y- *' • 

TheChipeway River, at its jun6tion with the Mifli* 

• fipPf is about, eighty y^ds wide, but is' iiluch ^ider a^ 

you advance into it. Near thirty miles up k feparate^ 

into two branches, 'and I took my courfe thr<Jugh that 

«^hich lies^o the- eallward. 

The country a(^oining to ,the river, for about> Cxty 
miles is very level, ,and on its banks life fine meadows, 
wl *-'e i,arger droves k)i bufialoes and'elfcs wefc f Adding, 
than I pbfervcd in any other part of ittyUrikVidls.'> ThA 
track between' the iwo branches of this H'^r'is tetrned,-" 
■the Roadxrf War, between the Chlpeway a&i4 Nau- 
doweiHe Indians. . .> i r , ^ 
\ 'The country to the f?ills is almoflf- withc^t any tim*- 
ber/ and abcw^e that^ very iihdiaen«id' rugged, s^ 
clofely wooded with piliesi beedi^ 'ifliplej^ ^Md birch* 
Her^ a moft remarkable anid aftontlhin^^ight ^efent- t 
ed kfelf T to my view. In' a WQod','> oli - the ^eaft* -of the 
river^ whidi ^ihs about three ^lartqrs of a mile iat 
\ : : -^ ^ length. 
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length, and Mk a^pth furtl^than aw eye could reach. 
I obft^ed;^ that every, Xree,*nany (^•;wliich were morG * 
than fix feet ^ ^ciffetinjllren je, wa6.*lying flat on the 
ground, fbrn up by fte roots. . This a^eared to have 
been done t§^ foitie ejftraordiharv hurricanef that came 
from the weit fome years ^6 ; Dut how many I could j 
not learrf, as*I found no .^inhabitants r^ear it, of wholhf 
I could gain Information^^ The ctJ^tptvy^n the weft- 
fide of th^j:iyjer»,fronivbein^*lers, woody, had efcaged, 
in a great meafii^e,. thas havoc, a£ only a few trees^v^re 
blown down.*5J*j/ ^^'Ti: *' ' r ' . *^* iv 
- IvJear the heaos.iftf: this ri^^er, is a town of the 'Chi p- 
eways, froinf;v4ieru:e,it takes L^name. Ilr ig fituited 
on ea^h /i4e,o£j:he rivgpj>^ (y/nich at*tWs place i3 of 
no confiderable..t)r«adth) and lies sHjacenX.to the banks , 
of a fmall'lalfe. 'This town containfF about icftiy^ 
Iioufesj ^^v qa»B|.^i;^out nipwards of,, one hundred 
'v/arriors?manyof;'^V^^hojai were fine, ftout young men* 
The hcntfes of ,it are bi^t after the Indian manner, 
and haye 4feit pkintationis behind tJ>em ^ but the in- 
habitants, in general^ .feeme4 to be fhe" naftieil: people ^ 
I had ever been among. 1 oblerved, tliaC the womeufc* "^ 
and children indulged ttfeirnfelves in a cuilom, which, 
though .common, in fome degree, throughout every 
Indian nation, appears to be, according to our .ideas, 
of the mo ft nauceous and indch'catt nature j tkat of 
fearching each, other's -heid, and itaRng the prey caught 
tJierein. f**-. ' 

"• In July I left' tliis town, ariS having crolTed a num- 
ber of fmall lakes and carrying places that intervened, 
came to a head branch pf the I^iver St. Croix. This 
branch I defcended to a fork, and then afcendcd^/iu- 
other to its fource. On both thefe rivers I difcov^rtd-* 
leveral mines o^virgln copper, which«#'as as pure as 
that found in any other country, ' . 

Here I came to a- finall brook, which my ^ide 
thought might be joined at fome diftai^ce by ftrcams * 
tiiat would at leiiffth render it navigabre. The water ^ 
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at firft was foA^fffcty, that mj cahoe%ould J)y no 
•ineans fwimun ilV but having #f|pped up^'aiwal o]^ 
beaver dams, wliich had been birokcil* (H)^ by -the * 
huntAs,jLwasr enabled tg^proc^d fpf fome jniles, tilL 
^ ibe <^iyun6tion |j^ i|;w brooks^ ^efeli^ids becamo ' ' 
* JSP longer neceffaiy. ^loik^fhort tinie^he \^atcr ib- 
T.J'eafed fo ^ .^noft, rapid ^er, \)rhich^wc defcendcd 
till it ex^tefM in!oX!kke ^uperibir. This riVier I named 
. aftfr a ^ntleman that defireel^ accompany me froai 
the' ft«vn or.t|ieX)ttagibi5ies to the Qsdrying IHace on 
LtrileSupei|«^,t?oddard'sRi^.^ ^>.--. 

To'* the weft 6f this b 'another *fcnall rJTp*, whicli 
alftF empd^s ^tfelf irfft the Laikc. This I tel'med 
Strawberry Kjier^ ^^^ tlic^^jgreat nlmiber of ftraw- 
Berries of ,%*5goo# %ze and fla^x^tljjit gitw Ol^its 



The country from the Otio^i^r I!^iff <^liake Su-^^ 

-perifir, is in general very uneT^en'Mid thickly* covd-ed 

% with woods. The foil in fome places is toleraWv good, 

in o^s but ^^ffcrent. In t^c heatg' %f the &. 

^i* Croix and ;^e ChipQicay Rivers are exceeding fine 

" >fthrgeQn. ^An the wilderiK^ betwc^ the Miffifippi 

and liakc Superior :1s called ^By Ae In\iians the MoC- 

'• chct^ Co:yigtry, and I thought it moft jnftly named 5 

for, i|- being then their feafon, I never faw or felt €0 

^' many'bf thofe infects in my life;* 

^ Ifie latter end of Jtily I a^ived, aifter having coaft- 

cd through Weft Bay/?«t the Grand Portage, which-^ 
lies on the northweft borders of Lake Superior, t 
Here thofe who go on the ilorthweft trade, to thfe 
Lakes De Pluye, Di4|^is, &c. carry over their canoes 
f and?*feaggage about niift miles, till they come to a 
^^uajfbcr ofimall lakes, the waters of Tome of which, 
defcend into l^tke Superior, and others into the river 
Botu'bon. • Lake Superior from Weft Bay to this place 
^ is bcmnded by rocks, except towards the fouthweft part 

-of the Bay, wh^ne I firft entered it, there it was tolerably 
».,lev^, wj^ 

^ At 

■4- 



^ ' ^ the^Gigpd t'ortag^f^ a fmall ba^ before the 
^ ^ entrance of which lies an^lfland |i|afe intercepts the 
'' (dijeary ^nd^tininterrupjpi View oveis the Lake, which • j 

otherwii||WOuM ha^ {^efented itfelf, and makes the 
•bay fereitf: and pleafapt. Here I met a lar^e party of ^ 

,^*.>the, KiMiftinoe ao^jAffinij^Qil Injuns, with theicr^re- 

• A)ifUv%^king% and their familigp. ^•^^'Hiey were cgnrie^ • ^ 
'. ''to th1s4)laGe in-order to mget the traders frt^n^iMicH:^ 
illim^kinac, who nialfe this tJx/Bit road tt^th^north- 
t weft. Fr^ thcpi^ I ^i^civcS the follQTi«i»gvatco|>At 
K of the Lakes thatUic to the ngifthw^ qf Lake Superior. 
Lakq Bciiytter3||^t|fe m^ northern df thoVe yet fSfi. 
•gt)vered, rjc^iveci its name. from fome Frenth traders' 
' yrho jKrcomp^^ied a Mfty of Ipdiant to nuSfcnV'Bay 
fomc' years ago*5» andwiis^fhiij^ denominated by them 
injipnor of tne ^oyal (amily ^^ Fra<% ifeii|pmpofed % ^ 
of the waters bf the Bourbab,3fciver, which,*as I hlilel^ * 
before obT^rvedy^fife*^^ great way to the fouthward^ •- 

not far from the northern heads of the Miffifipp^ ^ . 

^Xbis lake is about cigbty, miles In length, north and ^ 
foiitfe, ^nd'ls nearly circular. * It iiss no vety large '^ 
.lilands on it. The land on the eafterh^fide is vejy ^^^ 
good} and to tb^ fouthweft there are &me «jioun#-'*4||j^ * 
^ tains : in many otSfr j^arts ' the^ . are barren |^la in s^ 
Ka^s, and dSiraires.'^ Its latitudi?^. is between f fty^wo rt- 
^^SP fifty fouX. degrees north, and it lies nearly-fQuth- * -*' 
weft froni JHudj^*^s Bay." As ftrough its northern "i*" .J 
Jituation the weather there is extremely cold, t^i^jp a 
few apimals are to be found iij the country that bor- 
^3ers on it. They gave me but an indifferent account 
•— either of the beafts, birds, or fifties. There are in- 
' ;,j deed fome buffaloes of a fmall ^ze, which are fat and 
I good about the latter end of ft^fimer, with a few moofe 
and carriboo deer : however, this deficie/jkcy is made. up' 
by the furs of "fevery fort that are to be met with in 
great ^plenty around the lake. The timber growing 
here is chiefly fir, cedar, fpruce, and fome maple. , . 

; ^. Lake * 

^ - . ■ ■ "^ ■ > 
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Lake Winnepeek, or as the Frpnch write it, Lac 
OuJhipique, wTiicK* lies neareft to the foregqing, is 
compoied of the fame waters. '•'It is in length about 
two hundred miles north arid fouth ; ' its biJftidth has- 
never been properly afcertained, but is fuppCfed to be 
** about one hundred, miles in^its wi(J»ft*part. Tl^is fake 
is very full of lilarrds J^thefc^re, however, of ifo gr^eat - 
magnifude. . Many confid^al^ ,rivers empty* t^heni- 
felves into it, which,* ate yet, are not diftiij^Tuifhed by 
any names. ' The waters are ftorcd ;iv.iih fifli^ fuch as 
tr^t and' fturgeori; ancf alfo with others of a fmaller 
kind peculiar to. thefe lakes. ^ * # •., "Ji^ 

The lajttd^on the fouthwefl part of it*is%ery goocJJ' 
efpecially ^ about the entrance oiM lergte branch oT'tb^ 
River Bourbon*, which,fi.ows from the fouthweftw Ori 
*[^this rivisr tlieret i^' a/iaSoi^ " that was built by*rhe 
^French, called Fort la'R^ine, to which the traders frona 
Midiillimackinac refort to trade with the A^nipoils 
''and Killiftinoes. To this place the MahaKs, who in- 
^ habit a^country two hundred antl^fifty miles fonthlRtfft^ 
come alfo to trade wlthtbem ; and* bring grtit quan- 
» thies of Indian corn, to exchange for knives, toma- 
w^ hawks, and other article§. Thefe people are fuppofed 
to dwill^on fome oftlie branc:he:>' of the River of the 
" Weft. " ' ■> '■' - ' .- ' ...i 

t Lake Winnepeek*»bas on.-the portheaf^fome moiln-. 
tains, and on the eaft many barren plains. ' The maple 
or^^fugar tree grows here in great plenty, and there is 
likewife gathered an amazing quantity of rice, which 
proves tliat grain will fiourifh hr thefe northern cli- 
mates as well as in wanner. Buffaloes, c^rriboo, and 
ipoofe deeri are numerous in thefe parts, ^ The buffa- 
loes of this country aiffer from.thofe that are found 
more to the fouth onW in fize 5' the ^former being 
jntrch fmaller ; jyift as th^ black cattle of the north- 
ern parts of Great Britain differ from Englhh oxen. 
. • . • i"^ "■ • On 
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On ibt waters^tlisit fbll into this lake, the neigh* 
boring nations take great nuoibers <9f i^xcellent* fmn^. 
Some of thefc they ^trj to the fa£loriA and fettle- 
ments befenging to the Htidfon's Bay Company^ fitu* 
ated above die entrance of the B^rbon River' ; but 
thi^'thqr do with rrifitfbuice. on fey^^ accounts; for w» 
£)ine of the AfBnipoib sncPliiiltftmoes, who ufually 
trade4 with the Compi|p/^ fervants, told n\e, that if 
they couW be Aire •f a con&^fitfdpply of goods fcom 
Mi^lHBiackinac, they would not trade aiiy where elfe. 
They fliewdl me fome cloth and other articles tj^t 
they had purchaifed'at tindCoi^^ Bay, lyith which they 
wereontieit difiatisfied, thinking they had«be«n greatly 
iinpored upon in tke'^barter^ 

Allowing that their acconnt^ were true, I could' not 
he^ joining in their opii&on^f ^ut Ihis diffatisfadUon ^** 
might probably proceed, in a great meafure, frpm the '^ 
intrigues of the Canadian traders : ^r wnnft the 
French were in pofieiHon of Michillimackinac,- having 
acqdire^ a thorough Jcnowledge of the trade of the 
northwefl countries they |l(ere employed on that ac- 
count, after the_ r.eduftion of Canada, by the Englifh ^ 
traders theFS, i|fthe: eftabliihmcnt of this trade with *-. 
which they^wei'e thcmfelvesiijiiite ^nacquaintei^'. Qne 
of 4^e methods they took to withdrfif^ thefe . Indhins 
from their attachfl:ient to the Hudfon's Bay Company, * 
and to en^^e tjfieir good opinion ia behalf of ^heir 
new employes, was by depiftciating^ on all occafions> 
the Company V goods, and magnifying the advantages 
that would arife to them from trafficking entirely with 
the Canadian traders. # In this they too w<»ll fiic- 
cecdcd, and from- this, doubtl^s, did the diflatisfaftion 
the Affinipoils and Kiiliftinoes, expreffed to me, partly 
proceed. But another rea^ augmented it ; and- this 
was the length of their journey to the Hudfon'^ay 
faftorie*, which, they infOTmed'me, took tlicm up three 
months, during the fumraer heats to go and return, 
and fro^n the linallnds of their canoes they could, not 
F2 «* ' ^^^^'Z 
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<arry more than a third of the bea^zyrs they killed. So 
i-that^it is not to be wondered at,. that thcfc Indians 
lliould wim to have traders come to refide among 
. them^ It is true that the parts they inhabit are with- 
in the llmTts of tliJukHudfon's Bay territories ; but the 
» Company mufl-^ under^the necelfity of winking at 
an encroachment of this fei^d, as the Indians would, 
without doubt, prbte£t the traders when among them. 
Bifides, the paflports |p|nted to the traders that go 
from Michillimackina^c 'give them liberty to tra4^ to. 
the northweft about Lake Superior ; by which ig- 
meant Foi± La Ropie^ feake Winnepeek, or any other 
parts of the waters of the Bourbon River, wherf the 
Couriers de Bois, or Traders, mayimake it moft' con- 
venient to reiide. 

Lao du Bois, as commonly termed by the Fi-ench in 
their imps, or in Englifli, the Lake of the Wood, is^ fb 
called irom 4|e multiplicity of wood growing on its 
banks ; fych a^ oaks, pines, firs, fpruce, &c. This 
I/^^ke lies itill higher upon a branch of the River Bour- 
bon, and nearly eaft fros»fthe fouth end of Lake Win* 
nepeek. * It. is of great depth in fome places. Its 
length from eaft to weft about feventy uiiles, and its 
ja;reateft breadth about forty miles. It has but few 
iilands, and thSfc of no great magnitude. The fi^es, 
fowls, and quadrupeds that are found near it, vary but 
iittle from thofe of the other two lakes, ^few of the 
Killiftlnoe Indians fomeAnes encamp on the borders 
of it to fifli and htrnt. 

This lake lies in the communication between Lake 
iSuperior, and the Lakes A^fcnepeek and Bourbon; 
Its waters are not efte>£med quite fo pure as thofe of 
the other lakes, it having, in many pjaces, a muddy 
bottom. *i» 

Ac la Pluye, fo called by the French, ira^Englifli 
-the Rainy I^ake, is flippofed to have acquired this 
name from the firft travellers, that pafled over it, meet- 
irg with .an uncommca deal of rain \ or, as fome 

^ • have 
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r^ \ 
have affirmed, from a mift like rain, occafioned by a 
perpendicular waterfall that empties itfeif into*a riv^ 
which lies to the fouthweft. * 

This Lake appears to be divided by an'ifthmus, near 
the middle, into tvto parts : the weft part is cafled the 
Great Rainy Lake, the eaft, the little Rainy Lake, as% 
being the leaft divifion. It lies a few miles further to 
the eaftward,^ on the fame branch of the Bourbon, than 
the laft mentioned Lake. It IS in general very Shallow 
in its depth. The broadeft part of it is not more than 
twenty miles ; its length, including both, about three 
hundred miles. In the weft paj^, the ^ter is very 
clear and good : and fome excellent fifli jSrc.taken in 
it. A great many fowls refort here in the fall of the 
year. Moofe deer are to be found in great plenty,, and 
likewife the carriboo ; . whofe fkin for breeches or 
gloves, exceeds by'^ar, any other to be met with in 
Nordi America. The land on the border§'of this 
Lake is efteemed, in fome places, very good, but rather 
too thickly covered with wood. Here refides a con- 
fiderable bancf of the Chip^Ways. 
* Eaftward from this' Lake lies feveral iiftall ones, 
which extend in '^ ftring to the great carrying place^ 
and ftom thencfe into Late,St}p§rior. . Between thefe 
little Lakes are feveral carrying placies, .which, rendei- 
the trade to the northweft difficult to accomplifh, and 
. exceeding^tedious, as 'it takes two years to make one ' 
voyage from Michiilimackinac to thefe parts.. 

Red Lake is a comparatively fptall lake, at the head 

of a branch of the Bourbon River, which is called by 

fome; Red River. Its form is nearly round, and about 

iixty miles in circumference. On one fide of it is a 

tolerable large ifland, clofe by which a fmall river eiv 

tersi It bears almoft foutlieaft both from Lake Win- 

nepeelaiond from Lake du Bois. .The parts adjacertt * 

are very little known or frequented, even by the fa*- 

aces themfelves. 
^ Nat 
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•ilWdt for firoin'tKk L^e, a little to the fiiuthwcft^ 
•4| .f[|othl3>- ^ted White Bear Lake^ which;^ i^parly "** i 
about tl^ji fi^ of th« laft mentiotieii. The watek that , ♦ < 
compofe this LaM are the moibnorthem ,of ^pj %^t ^ 
fiipplv the fifiCiippft, andt^Qiay btf^caHed wi4h proprl*- i 
ety, its mo A remote fource^ It is fed by tvo or ^ree 
fio^ riversi or rather laige brooks. — > 

jk f^w miks from it, to the ''fodtheaft, are a gceat 
Bumber of fit»U lakes, nolle lof tirhich are «Qore tlstm- 
tea miles in circumfereQC^, that 20t called, th^- Thou* ^' I 
Jmd J^akes* In* the at^cenfe^^ounhy is leckonecl th^ j 
£ne& hdntjsngffor j^^rs of any on &is continent ; thc& 
Endians nfbo hunt here, ieldom re^tixming Withoiiitlia7<»- T ^ 

.iM, their canoer landed as deep as they can fwim* -. 
H^ing juft before oWerved that this Lake iS"thc 
Htnidft northam fbnrce of the MiiSfippi^ I fhall here ^ 
fiirther remarl|:, that before tljs fiver enters the Gulf' 

; of Mexieoi it h^ not mm lefs, trough aR i^] mean^ j 
darings^ tbaia thre£ thoufimd miks ; or, in a Ilraighi: 
4ine nrom north to roufefi, about t\renty degrees, vhich^ 
is nearly fourteen hundred EngHfh miiesf 4 

Thdfe Indians' inftSfcned- me, that to the%0|thveft H 
0f Lake "Whinepeeli^lilss smother, trhofe circumference^ 
'vaftly exceeded any th^ kjf^ given mi an acco]^t o£- 
They defcribe it as much- larger than Lake Superior*: 4 
But as it appears torBe fo far to the northweft, I ihouldi 
imiigij^ that it was not a lake, but rather t!lf ArchipCr^ j 
lago, or brokoi waters that form the eommunicatio^" m 
between Hudlbn's Wi^f and the na0:hcm par:s of the ^ 
Pacific Ocean. i 

There are an infinite number of fmall l^kes, on the 
more weftem parts of the weftern head tranches of j 
the Miffifippi as well as Between thefe and lake Win- 
nepeek, but none of them are large enough to fuppofe- 

^ either of them, to be the lake op waters meal|rby the 

They likewift informed me, that fome^of the north- 
ern branches of the Meflbrie and the foutherja branches 
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of the St. Pien^e haijp a coromiinication with eaoj^^ 
iT other, ex^jpt for a liiile 5^A'er-%hich they carry their ^. 
r canoes.^ And by wha^ I cotild Ica^n from them", ^^ is ^ 
is ^ road thev take wl^eti their war^^arties'itiafee their ^t* 
exoirfioi^J^ipon the Pjj^wi\i8^^ andTaVna^nees naHons, 
inhabiting fom^' wanches 'of^t^^Mcirorie River.* In 
-^he country belonging to tbefs^.- people it ' is faid^l^at ^ 
Mandrakes are freqsipnt^y^tmnd, a.fptxie^.pf rfirot rt- 
leupifcling' l^man bein^ of tbotji fekv^, ^iid thaiJ-thefe * ' . 
• are mor|^perfe6l!^thau fedi as jr^ dircovci:«ed^bout the^^ yj 
'«Nile hi Neth^ Ethipplar*''^ .^,- ^^ '- / ^ ^ ^ 

' ,'^ A little to the northwcjr Af^.ffie heaj^- pj the^Mcf-**.. '^ 
' forie AJid St. "Pierre, the Indians Turthef to!d ine,'that • ^ .^' 
tliere >vas a nation^rAthe!*;/niairer an^ vjthitcr than tfic ^ -:' 
neighboring tribes^ who cuki\^e 'their fgro;yid,a'lict'*' T 
.^(asfar as I could gather' from ^heir expreflior.'l ii^ 
iomc meafure the ^ts^..*. To thi^ accoiiiit they added, 
that fqixii^ of . the ns^igil's w^o inhabit tliofe parts tljfl^ f' 
he to 4ii^,fft(\: of the Shining itTbuntiiins,. have gold fo "f 
plenty among them, thUlt they^ make their moft Com- '^■ 
^^. mon utenfils of it. Thefe mountains (which I fhall de^ 
fcribelrff^ particulai'ly hereajfj^a^ divide the waters 
that fali" into the South Sea fromthofe that run into ther 
Atlantic. - 
y Th6" people dwelling^ near them are fuppofcd to be ' 

fome of the different tribes that^vere tributary to the 
Mexican kings, and who' fled from their native coun- 
. ' tiy, to feek an afylum in thefe p-rts, about the time of 
' the conqueff of Mexico by the Sp^anicTrds, giore than 
t wo' centuries ago. '^ . ^ '. ' '^'Z ' ;- 

As. fome confirmation of this fir pp6 (It ion, it' is re- 
marked, that they have chofen the nioH: interior' parts? 
for their retreat, being ftill "pjhepo'fTeircd v/ith a r.or'ion 
that the fea c'Safts have been infefted tiver fince XvitH 
monftec^ vomiting fire, and hurling about tliunllbr and 
lightning ; from \^hofe bowels ifTued men,"whp witit * 
unfeen inftruments,* or by 'the poXVer df ningic, , killetf 
th^4iarmiefs Indians* at an aftonifhing^'difiance; ^ Front 
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^^ •^^' r^^^ trad^ we expeji^S being, lafer 4Ms ftafon 

^ tl^rf lAi.al, ari& pur>numbcrf^ery coniicfcippblfj for 

^ there AVere more tk^ thy.(^ hjjpdjied pfus, th|, ifcck 

■ .y m provifioiis' we &id "bfotiglit witlij^ \5 was 'r»||krly 

* -Ixhauftei^ ^d ^e waited-Vif)^**^i^P^^^^^^ce "Iror t^^ 

f .^tafrivaL ,v^- ••. - , .^^ :. • .i.^-^>:i . '"'•*?./ ; 

, Oij,e day, ^biM^' we w^^e all. exprefl^ng drfl-awkbes 
^«^:for thi& 4elif a^e [event, andjjopku^iroai'an eminence 

*'^i|£iiopfes'*of feeing;43^em''corafe c>vd^"tl^,h^^>!^^^^i[^f^ 
•'-*^ ''*prle|t,gjb^ngit?g-^ the band bf^ Killifhinoes,.tolq usji; i 
* ^ that he .would «:ndeavor t«^ p'^^t^ a.conferjsncje; wfe 
^^' -.itlie rGr eat 3pirit5|aQd^pw/fr Ijiio; .when the ti:acU 

^ erf would arrive, J^aid httle; atjiej^it^pn^^^is id^la- . 
"•■ ration,' fuppofjng.'thatr; it .#ould be prg^^aivje of-fcmie 
juggling, trick, jufi:Tiffficieritly;^<f(!?^'eried t9 deceivc''th^ 
jgnor^nt Indians. 13ut the. k?hg of that tribe telling 
;ine that this was \chief|y.4Hndertakerf bj the prieft, t^ 
alleviate mjr anxiety, and at the faine time .to coi^vince 
me how much^intereft he had with tJjj^ (Jreat Spirit, I 
.thought I? necefli^y tq reftraiu ' my ^iaM^verfi^on^.ou 
his clefign. • ' . * . • • ' \ / -, / .. ^. \ 

^he following evening was fixe^'lipon for tt^is fpirit* 
" ual conference.^ When every thing had been properly 
prepared, the king came to me. and led me to ,a .capa;- 
cious tent, the covering of which was drawn up, fo 
-as tcf render what was.jtranfa^SUngJJwitJiin, vifible tc> 
thofe who flood without. -We ^ found Jftte tent^ur^ 
•rounded by z .gjpeat number T>Fthel4ifiians,JJut we 
xeadily gaine/i admiiHon, and feated ourfejvcs on Ikins 
laid oil the ground for that purpofe. ^ 

In the centre I obfervcd that there was ^ place qf an 
oblong fhape, which was compofed of ftakes ftuck in 
the ground, • with intervals between, ;fo as .to fpriji d. 
kind of chelloJr coffin, large enough to contain the 
body of a snap. . - Thefev .-werp » of * a middle ,iize, and 
.placed at fuch a diftance from e.ach other^ that what*- 
ever lay within thiyn was xeadily to be, difcerned. The 
tent was perfeftly illuminats^d /by k* great niu^er 
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ortorch^^ade of fjiBhters cut from "the pine or birch 
tr^^ which the Indians^ held" in their hands. 

In a Few minutes t!ie prieft entered ; wh^n an amaz- 
ing^ )^€ elk's ikm being fprea4 on the ground, juft 
at my &et, he*'laid himfetf down upon it, after haYing * 
ftript himfel** of every garment except that which he 
wore dofe^ about his middle. ' Being how proftrate 
on hfe back, h©,firft laid hold of one fide of the, 
fkin, and folded it over him, and then the .other ; 
lea^g only hh head uncovered. 'This was no fooher 
done, tiian two of the young men 'who ftood by, took 
about forty yards, of "ftrong cord, made alfo of an elk's 
hide, aa^« rolled it tight round his body, fo that he- 
was complefdy fwathcd within the Ikiri. Being thus 
bound up like sin Egyptian Mummy, one took him by 
the heels, and the other by the head, and lifted him 
overtte pales into the enclofure. I could alfo now 
difcern him as plain as I ha^ hithertq done, and I took 
care not to turn my eyes a moment from the objeft 
before me, that I might the more readily deteft the 
artifice ; forrfuch I doubted not but that it would tura 
out to be. 

Thie prieft had not lain in this fituation more than a 
few feconds, when he began to mutter: This he con- 
tinued to do for fome time, and then by degrees grew 
louder and louder, till at length he fpoke articulately ; 
however, what he tittered was in fuch a mixed jargon 
of the Chip^way, Ottawaw, and Kiliiftinoe languages," 
that t could not underftand but very little of it». 
Having continued in this tone for a confiderable while, 
he at laft exerted his voice to its utmoft pitch, fome- 
times raving, and fometimes praying, till he had work- 
ed himfelf into fuch an agitation^ that he foamed at 
his mouth. 

After having remained near three quarters of an 
hour in the place, and continued his vociferation with 
unabated vigor, he feemed to be quite exhaufted, ^d 
remained fpeecUefs. But in ^n inftant he fprung 
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upon his feet) notwithftandmg at the time he wns pwt 
in^ it appeared impoffible for him to move either hk 
legs or arms> and ikaking off his x:ov«9ring, as quick as if 
the bands with which it had bee^ bound were barnc4 
^Tunder, he began to addrcfs thofc Who ftood around^ 
in a firm and audible voice. " My brothers," faid h^* 
« the Grqat Spirk- has deigned to hold a Talk'witii 
his feryant, at my camcft requcft. He h^ nfl*, in*< 
deed, told me when the perfons we expeA> will hfi 
here ; but to-morrow, fpon jR&er the iun ha» readied 
his higheft point in the heavoK, a cajioe mil aniv% 
and the peq}Ie in t^t will inform us when ithe tra* 
ders will come." 

Having faid this, he ftepped aoi of the endbfiire^ 
^nd after he had put on his robeS) difmiited the aflem*- 
bly. I own I was gi*eatly adoniflied at what I hji4 
feen } but as I obferved that eyery eye in the coni^ 
pany was fixed on me with a view to difeoycr my 
ientiments, I carefully concealed every amotion. 

The tic^t day the fun fhone bright^ and long he&r^ 
noon all the Indians were gathered togciha- on the ems" 
inence that overlooked the lake. The old kingcama 
to me and a£ked me, wli^her I had fo much confidence 
in what the prieft had foretold, at to joi^ his peopte 
on the hill) and wait for the completion of it ; I told 
him I was jBt a lois what opinion to fi^rm of the pfo^ 
difltion, but that I would readily attend him^ On tbk 
we walked together tp the place where the others were 
afiembled. Every e^ was again fixed by turns .on me 
and on the lake ; when juft as the funii^dreacfajecl 
his zenith) agreeably to what the prieft had foretold, a 
canoe came round a ppint of land about a league dis- 
tant. The Indies jqo fponer beMd it, than tiasy fet 
up an univerfal fhout, and by their looksieenied to 
: triumph in th^ inter^ft their prieft ^Elius evidently •ha4 
with the Great Spirit. 

)n lefs than an hour the eanoe reached the fhor^ 
ffktnl attended die king and chii^ tp receive thoft 

yrhQ 
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#fao were on board. As icon a$ the m^' tref ^ landed^ 
we walked all togetbor to the king's tent, when, ac* 
cording to their mvartable cuftom, we began to fmoke ; 
and t^s \9e did^ notwithitanding .our impatience to 
know the tidings th^y brought, without a&ing any 
qaeiHens ; for the Indiams ate the moft deliberate 
people in the world. However, after fome triv* 
hi eoi^eriation, the king inifuired c^ them, whethtf 
dkey .had feen any thing of the traders ? The men 
teflitdf that Ihey had pwled from thein a few dayi^ 
6dbre^ and thdt they propofed being here the iecond 
day from the pj^fcnt. They accordingly arrived sft 
Ihat time greatly to oiir fatis£aAion> but more par^ 
«iciil«ir!y fo to that of the IneHans, who fotod by this 
etent tlie importance both of their i»ieft and of their 
nation, greatly augmented in the fight of a ftranger. - 

This ftory I acknowledge appears t^ carry with it 
fiaarks of gi4at' credulity in the relater; But no on^ 
is leis tin£hnred with that weaknefi than myklf^ 
The circtnnftances of it, I own, are of a very extra- 
ordinary natm'e ; however, as I can vouch for their 
being free from either exaggeration or mifreprefenta- 
tion, being myfelf a cool and difpafiionate obfcrver of 
them aU, I thought it necef&ry to give them to the 
Jjublk. And this I do without wi&ing to miilead 
the judgment rf, my readers, or to-^ make any fuper- 
ftitioQs impreffions on their minds, but leaving them 
to difaw from it what conclufions they pleafe. 

I hzvt already obferved that the Affinipolls, with ^ 
paart of whom I met here, are a revolted band of the 
Natldoweffies ; who on account of fome real or imag- 
ined grievances, for the Indians in general are very • 
tenacious of their liberty, had feparated themftlvcs 
frdm their countrymen, and fought for freedom jit 
the expenfe of their eafe. For the country they now 
inhabit about the borders of Lake Winnepeek, being 
much further north, i» not near fo fertile or agreeable 
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as ikzt' they have relinquifhed. Thqr ftill retain the 
language aixd manners of their former aiTociates. ^ 

The KiUiftlnoes, now the neighbors and allies of 
the Ai&nipoUs) fen* they alfo dwcdl near the fame lake, 
and on the waters of the River Bourbon, appear to 
have been originally a tribe of the Chipewayii as they 
fpeak their language, though in a different dialed. 
Their nation confifts of about three or four hundred 
warriors, and they feem to be a hardy, brave people* 
I have already given an account of their country when 
I trejrted of Lake Winnepeek. As they refidc within 
the limits of Hudfon's Bay, they generally trade a( 
the factories which belong to that company, but, fojr 
the reafons mentioned l»fore, they frequently corn* 
to the place where I happened to jom them, in order 
to meet the traders from Michillimackinac. 

The anxiety I had • felt on account of the traders' 
delay, was not much allevia|ced by their arrival. I 
again found my expe^tions difappointed, for I w^ 
not able to procure the goods I wanted from any of 
them. I was therefore obliged to ^ive over my de* 
£gns, and return. to the place from whence I firll: be- 
jgan my extenfive circuit. I accordingly took leave 
of the old king of the Killiftinoes, with the chiefs oJF 
both bands, and departed. This prince was upwards 
of fixty years of age, tall and (lightly made, but he 
carried himfelf very ttc£t He was of a courteous^ 
affable difpofition, and treated me, as did all the chiefs^ 
with great civility. 

I obferved that this people idill continued a cuftom, 
that appeared to have been univerfal before any dF 
them became acquainted with the manners of the 
Europeans, that of complimenting ftrangers with the 
company of their wives ; and this is not only pradtifed 
by the lower ranks, but by the chiefs themfelvcs, who 
eftee;n it the greateft proof of courtefy they can give 
a flranger. 

The 
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The beginning of O&ahet, after having ooaftcd 
focmd the north and eaft borders of lake Superior, I 
arrived at Cadet's fort, which adjoins to the Falls of 
St« Bftirie, andit fitoated tear the fouthvreft comer 
efk. 

Lake Superior, formerly (cnned the Upper Lake, 
fihMii its northern fitiiati()n^ is To called on account of 
ks beitig ftiperior in ma^ntude to any of the lakes oft 
that vaft cominoit. It might juftty be termed the 
CaTpian of America, and is fuppofed to be the largeft 
boi^ of frefh water on the globe, its cu-ctmiference^ 
aecM&ig to the French charts, is about fifteen han«. 
Srod miles ) but I believe, that ]£ it was ooafted round, 
and the utmoft extait of et^ery bay taken> it would 
exceed fixteen hundred. 

Alter I firft entei^d it firotff Goddard^s Riirer on 
ihe weft Bay, I coafted near twelve hundred miles of 
the north and eaft ihores of it, and obferved that the 
gi«ateft part of that eietetifive trad was bounded by 
fotks and uneven ground. The water in general ap^ 
peared to lie on a bed of rockSir When it was cvka, 
and the fun fhone bright, I could fit in my canoe»^ 
Where l9ie depth was upwards of ftx fathoms, aild 
phinly fee huge piles of ftone at the bottom, of differ- 
ent &apes, fome of v^ch appeared as- if they wei« 
hewfl« l^e water at thi» time was as pure and tranf-< 
pafient c« air ; and my canoe feemed as if it hung fu£> 
^tended in that d^nettt. It was impoffible to \o5k at- 
tentively through this limpid ihediunv at the rocks 
below, without finding, before many minutes were 
el9|rfed> your head^ fwim, and your eyes no longefr 
able to behold the dazzling icene. 

I difcavered alfo by accident another extraordinary 
^operty in the waters of this lake. Though it was 
in the month of July that I paffed over it^ and the fuf- 
fece of the water, from the heat of the fuperatnbient 
air, impregnated with no fmall degree of warmth, yet 
on letting down a cup ta the depth of afout a fathom. 
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the vntar drawn from thence was fo ezceflWely cold, 
that it had the fame effeA when received into the- 
mouth as ice. 

The iituation of this lake is varioufly bid down ; 
but from the moft exaA obfervations I. could make* 
it lies between forty fix and fifty degrees of north lati- 
tude, and between eighty four and ninety three d&* 
grees of weft longitude, from the meridian of London. 

There are many iilands in this lake, two of which 
are very large $ and if the land of them is propiBr for 
cultivation, there appears to be fufficient to form on 
each a confiderable province ; efpeoially on lile Royalf 
which cannot be lefs than a hundred miles long, and 
in many places forty broad. But there is no way at 
prefent of afcertaining the eza£t length or breadth 
of either. Even the French, who ^ways kept a fmaU 
fchooner on this lake, whilft they were in pc^ffios 
oJF Canada,- by which they could have made this dil^ 
covery, have only acquired a flight knowledge of the 
external parts of thefe iflands ; at leaft they have never 
publifhed any account of the internal parts of themi 
that I could get intelligence of. 

Nor was I able to difcover from any qf the c<Mi- 
ver&tionsL which I held with the neighboring Indians^ 
that they had ever made any fettlements on them, 
or even landed there in their hunting excuriions. . 
From what I could gather by their difcourfe, they 
fuppofe them to have been, from their firft formatioHf 
the refidence of the Great Spirit ; and relate many 
ridiculous ftories of enchantment and magical tricks 
that had been experienced by fuch as were obliged^ 
through fbrels of weather, to take (helter on them. 

One of the Chipcway chiefs told me, that fome of 
their people being once driven on the ifland of Maurte- 
pas) wjiich lies-Howards the northeaft part of the lake, 
found on it large quantities of a heavy, flxining, yellow 
fand, that from their defirriptipn muft have been gold 
duft. Being ffaruck with the beautiful appearance of 

it. 
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it, m the morning, when they re«entered their canoe^ 
they attempted to bring fome away ; but a fpfarit of an 
amazing fize, according to their account, fixty feet in 
-Keight, ftrode in the water after them, and command- 
ed them to deliver back what they had taken away. 
Terrified at ius gigantic ftature^ and feeing that he 
had nearly overtaken them, they were glad to reftpre. 
their fhining treafure ; on which they were fuflfered to 
depart without further moleftation. Since this inci- 
dent, no Indian that has ever heard of it, will venture 
near the fame haunted coaft. Befides this, they re* 
anmted to me many other ftories of tbefe iflands,, 
equally fabulous. 

The country on the n<»th and eaft parts of Lake 
Superior is very mountainous and bsuren. The 
woither being intenfeiy cold in the winter, and the fun 
having but little power in the fummer, vegetation there 
is very flow ; and coniequently but little fruit is to be- 
found on its ihore. It however produces fome few (pe- 
des in great abundance. Whortleberries of an un-% 
common fize and fine ..flavor, grow on the mountains 
near the lake in amazing quantities j as do black cur- 
rants and goofeberries in the fame luxiuriant manner. ^ 

But the firuit which exceeds all the others, is a ber-« 
ry refembling a rafpberry in its manner of growth, but 
of a lighter red, and much larger ; its tafte is far more 
delicious than the fruit I have compared it to, notwkh* 
ftanding that it is fo highly efteemed in Europe : 
it grows on a flu*ub of the nature of a vine, with leaves 
fimilar to thofe of the grape ; and I am perfuaded 
that was it tranfplanted into a warmer and more kind- 
ly climate, it would prove a mod rare and delicious 
firuit. 

Two very large rivers empty theiiTetves into this lake, 
on the north and nortfaeafl: fide ; one is called the Nipe- 
gon River, or, as the French pronounce it, AU^ipegon, 
which leads to a band of the Chipeways, inhabiting 
a lake of the fame name, and the other is termed the 

Michipicooton 
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t(yir9Urds Jdme's Bay^ fSrdm iHbefic« th(9i^ k bttC a ihort 
cM-iiftgie to Motfi«r rivttr, trhkh mipti^ idHf lAtd that 
ba]^, at a fort belonging to the cOmpanf. It ^i^s I7 
this pafiage diat a pa^ of Ffexieh frdiA lific^Uimatk^ 
iliac, invaded the fetdettKiiits of that fodetf ki ike 
Mgn of Queen Aifnt. Having ti&ett ^d deftrofeit 
their forts, they broaght thii eanAon ^hkh thqf Ibttnd 
hi them to the fortre^ froffi whenee the^ had iflbed | 
theft i^ere fmall brafi f(eee^, ^ad remahi there to ^e 
pfefeht time $ having, through the tofbai f«vMntid»i^ 
i^fforttiste, tetumed to th^p^fl^fiimdlthttlr fiMidr 
mafters. 

N<>tfair fi^mfbeNi{»ei^&aflfsalIrtMr|thM;juft 
before it enters the lake, has a petfeHAkMlwt M ilW 
the top of a ctonntak), of more than fiM htiitAred feel. 
Beihg Very nafrovr, it ^^pears Hi a tJ^Euieib like* 
tfhite g^cr fuipehded in thfe air. 

A few Indians iidiaMt round the eaiton boi^dhhs df 
At5 lsA:e, fuppofed to be the temtSim of the Algon* 
kSns, ^rho formally poffeSM thb con^iti^^ btit V^lo^ 
have been nearfy extlirpiaced bf the Iroftiofs of Oadau 
da. Lidi^ Stip6ridr has ^lear Soittj risers that &Ah^ 
to it, fbme of which Ttte Of cOnfid6-abte fise. On 
the foath fide ofk^s a remarkable point or cape^ of 
atbont fixty miks ih len^h, caBed t^nnt Chegomegam 
It might as properly be terniedapeninfala, as it is neac^ 
ly feparated from the continent, on the caft fide, by a 
narrow bay that extends from eaft to ^veft. Canee# 
have but a fttort portage acrofs the ifthmus, whdreas if 
they coaft it roimd, the voyage is more than a b»n<* 
Atd miles. • 

About that diftance to the weft of the cape juft dc^ 
fti*ed, a conflderable river f;ffls into the l^ke, the 
, head of which b compofed of a great aflemWage ^ 
frmfi ftrearn^. This rivet- is rcmarkaHe for the aban^ 
dance of virgin copper that is found on and near ita 
banks. A metal which is met with aJfo in fcveral 
^otlser places on this coaft. I obfervcd that many of 
* the 
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the fmall iflands, particularly thofe on the eaftem 
fiioresy were covered with copper ore. They appear- 
ed like beds of copperas^ of which many tons lay in a 
fmall ipace. 

A company of adventurers from England began^ 
foan alter the conqueft of Canada, to bring away fome 
of this metal, but the diftraded iituation of afiairs m 
America has obliged them to relinquiih their fcheme. 
It might in fixtm'e times be made a very advantageous 
trade, as the metal, which cofts nothing on the fpot, 
and requires but little expenfe to get it on board, 
could be conveyed in boats qr canoes through the Falls 
of St. Marie, to the Ifle of- St. Jofeph, which lies at. 
the bottom of the Straits near the entrance into Lake 
Huron I from thence it might be put on board larger 
veflelsi and in them tranfported acrois that lake to the 
Falls of Niagara ; there being carried by land acrofs 
the Portage, it might be conveyed without much more 
obftru£ti<»a to Quebec* The cheapnefs and eafe with 
which any quantity of it.mayt)e procured, will make 
up for the length of way that is neceifary to tranfport 
it before it reaches the iea coaft, and enable the pro- 
prietors to fend it to foreign markets on. as good terms 
as it can be exported from other countries* 

Lake Superior abounds with a variety of fifh, the; 
principal and beft are the trout and fturgeo.n, which: 
maybe caught at^moft any feafon in the greateft» 
abundance. The trouts in ^ general weigh about 
twelve pounds, but fome are caught that exceed fifty*. 
Beiides thefe, a fpecies of white fifh is taken in great, 
quantities here, that refemble a fhad in their ihape,: 
but they are rather thicker, and lefs bony ; they, 
weigh about four pounds each, and are of a. delicious- 
tafre. The beft way of catching thefe fiih is with a^ 
net ; but the trout might be taken at all times with 
the hook. There are Ukewifc many forts of fmaller 
iifh in great plenty here, and,;which may be taken 
with eafe j among thefe is a fort rcfembling a herring. 
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that arc gcaeraOy m^Ae ufc of as a bii5t for tht tr6W> 
Very fm^l crabs, Mt hirger tiiiali a- half a* cH[>wn pieces 
are found both in thi^ and Lake MichigaHi 

This Lake is as much affefted by ftorms^ a» the At-» 
kmtic o(^n v^ the waves rcrn as htgh'> and are equally 
A dangerous to fliij[M. It dHchargcs its water* fronpir 
tlite foutheaft corner, throtrghthc Strsrfts of St. Marie. 
At the upper end of theft Sraits ftands^ a fort that? 
i^cei^es its- naitie from- them, eommanded,^ by Mbn* 
fieur Cadot, a Frcndi Caaadianr, who being proprte^ 
tor of the foil, is (kill permitted to keep pcmeffion of 
it. Nfear this fort is a v«ry ftrong raj^d, agairift w Weh^ 
though it is hr^fiibk for canoes to afcend, yet wheir 
cofiduAed by dutiful pilo^, the^ might pafi down wich^ 
Out danger. 

Though Lake Stqpcrior, a$ I have before obfert^ed, 
h foppUed: by near forty rivers, many ol which vtx^ 
i!onfideraWe owes ; yet rt does not appear that one 
ttneh part of the waters which are con^^cycd into it by 
Acfe rivets, are carried off at this evacuation. Hon^ 
foch a foperabnndance of waterii can be difpofi^ of, 
a» It moft certaihly be by fome means or other, with* 
Out which the circnmferertce of the lake would be con* 
tinually enlapgkig, I know taot i that it does not empi^ 
ty itiaf, as the Meditfcrt^neatt fea is ftippoftd to do, 
by an under current, whkh pcrpetbaUy cotfnteraAi 
fikUt near the furface, is certain $ for the ftream Which 
Ms over the rock is not mbit than five or flat fedt iii 
d^epth, and the wh<^e of it pafles on through the 
Strsrils into the adjacent lake i nor is it probable that 
fe great a Quantity can be abforbed by eichalations ) 
cionfecp^tfy they ttiuft find a paHigfc, through fome 
fobterranean cavati^s, deep> mfathomable, and neiret 
tib be e!iplored. 

The Falls Of St. Matie, io not dldTcend perpendk^ 
ttlarly as thtfe of Niagara or St. Anthony do, but 
^Onfift of a rapid which Continues riearly three quwrtert 
of a milci oter which caiioes wdl piloted might pais. 

'f At 
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At th/e bottom of thcfe Falk, Nature has &mied 4 
taoCt comxaodiom ftation for cs^tching the £{h which 
are to be fotmd there^ia iouoenfe quanttue^. Perfoos 
(landing on the rpcks that lie adjacent to it, nay take 
vfitbi dipping nets, about the mcmths of September 
and. (Xtober, the ndaite £ih beforeroentiooed ; a€ 
that fe^on, together w^th feveral other fpecies, they 
crowd up to thU fyQt in fuch apasing ihoals> that 
eooMh mskj be ta)i;en to fupplj, wheo properly oired^ 
thou^ds of inbahitaQts. throughout the year* 
, The Straits ^f St. l^ie ^re about forty ml^B long^ 
}^cmxkgi6\i^2fiL, but varyi^ig m^ch in thejbr breadth* 
The curr^ bet.^.e«n %h9 Fatis and l4^ Huron is 
Bpt fo rsyp^ ^ night be. «3^$ed> n<>r 4p thejr |Hre^ 
vent the nayij^oQ of ih^ps of burden as £ur up ais the 
Ifland of St. Meph. 

It h^be^n ol^^^d by traveUe^ that the entrance 
into lakt Sf^ferkor^ £rom thefe Su^ts^ afibrds one 
af the um^ plead^g proipe£jb» i|i the woarkl. The. 
pUce iu yihid\ %his miglM: be vkf^nd to the grealefl 
advaatag^ i? juft at th^ off^uing of the i?kei firoia 
whenee may be iSden^on the i«lt> m>i^ bf^utiful little 
iilaii49 that ^ftqud » «o>£d^raUe ^way before you i 
ai^ on .the rights an $^|^e^blefupQefl3on,Qf fm^ll |>oii^t(» 
of land) that projeA 9 little* Wf^ iutothe water, and 
contritHMi€» y^hthe iija9d% to r^er this deiightfid 
bafon (as it might b^ termed) calm and fecure .froin 
ther«^age«0f thQfet«iapeAu9¥s'winii« by which the 
adjoiimig.M^ is< i^c^u^^Mly troubled. 

X,ia]Re Iiui*on, into whii^h f^n now cnterftom the 
Stratt9 of St> I4«rie57is. the imtkt IP lOAgniUfud^ to LaW 
Su^erkir* It Ufs l^t'^een &fty.two.and/c»ty fix de-» 
g^rees<tfnorfh i^itudis^ . and fevmity nioe aQd ei^<7 
fi^e lieg^ of. w«ft.}mgilad«« Its fliap^ is nearl^ 
tri3]3igular> and. tt3 cii^q^mferieuce : about on^ thouiju^ 
miles* 

On the noi?th.$dc of i^Hes ao ifland t^at is remaiib^ 

able fo^hsiog t^m tkAimAfiAm^ wi n* 

saorc" 
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more tkan eight miles broad. This ifland is known by 
the name of Maiiataulin,' which fignifies a Place of 
Spirits^ and is confidered by the Indians as facred as 
thofe gtlready mentioned in Lake SupcriOT* 

About the middle of the fouthweft fide of this lake, 
is Saganaum Bay. The capes that Separate this bay 
from the lake, are* eighteen, miles diftant;. from each 
other ; near the middle of the intermediate fpace ftand 
two'iflands, which greatly tend to facilitate the pafiage 
of canoes and fmall veflels, by affording them ihelter, 
as without this feairity it would not be prudent to 
venture arcoft fo wide a fea ; and the coafting round 
the bay would make the voyage long and tedious. 
This bay is abdiit eighty tnilcs in length, and in gen- 
eral about eig iteeh or twenty miles broad* 

Nearly half way between Saganaum Bay and the 
northweft corner of the Lake, lies another, which is 
termed Thunder Bay/ The Indians, who have fre- 
quented thefe parts from time immemorial, and every 
European traveller that has paiTed through it, have 
unanimoufly agreed to call it by this name, on account 
of the continual thunder they have always obferved 
here. The bay is about nine miles broad, and the 
fame in length, and whilft I was pafling over it, which.' 
took me up near twenty four hours, it thundered and 
lightened during the greateft part of the time to aa 
cxceflive degree. 

There appeared to be no vifibk reafon for this that 
I could difcover, nor is the country in general fubjcft 
to thunder ; the hills that ftood arotmd were not rf a 
remarkable height, neither did the external psarts of 
them fecm to be covered with any fulphurous fub-^ 
ftance* But as this phenomenon miift originate froiOk 
fome natural caufe,'I conjeiftufc that the fliores of the 
bar, or the adjacent mountainfe, are either knpregnated 
with an uncommon quantitj^ of fulphurous matter, or 
contain fome metal or mineral apt to attra^, in a great 
degree, the de€bical paiticfes that ^e hourly borne 
* over 
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over them by the paffant clouds. But the folutioa 
of this, and thofe other phiiofophical remarks which 
cafually occur throughout thefe pages, I leave to the 
di^cufQon of abler heads. 

The fifh in Lake Huron are much the fame as thofe 
in Lake Superior. Some of the: laiid on hs banks is 
very fertile, and proper for cuhivation, but in other 
parts it is fandy and barren. The promontory that 
feparates this lake from Lake Michigan, is compofed 
of a vaft plain, upwards of one hundred miles loi^g^ 
but varying in its breadth, being from ten to fifteen 
miles broad. This traft, as I have before obferved, 
is divided into almoft ah equal portion between the 
Ottawaw ind Chipeway Indians. At the northeaft 
comer this lake has a communication with- Lake Mich* 
igan, by the Straits of .Michillimackinac already de« 
fcribed. 

I had like to have omitted a very extraordinary cir- 
cumftance, relative to thefe iStraits. According to 
obfervation, made by the French, whilft they werq 
in pofleflion of the fort, although there is no diurnal 
• flood or ebb to be perceived in thefe waters, yet, from 
an CX2L& attention to their fkate, a periodical alteration 
in them has been difcovered. It was obferved that 
they arofe. by gradual, but almoft imperceptible de- 
grees till they had reached the height of about three 
feet. This w^ accompliihed in feven years and a 
half ; and in the fame fpace they as gently decreafed^ 
till they had reached their former fituaitiDn ^ fo that 
in fifteen years they had completed this- inexplicable 
revolution. , 

At the time I was there, the truth of thefe obferva- 
tions could not be confirmed by the Eiwliflij as they 
had then been, only a few yek« in pofleflion of the 
•fort J but they.all agreed that feme alteration in the 
limits of the Straits was apjparent. AU thefe lakes are 
fo affefted by the winds, as fpnictimcs to have the 
H ,/ , appearance 
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appearance of a tide^ according as they happen to blow } 
but this is only temjporary and partial* 
. Aigreat number of the Cbipeway Indiana live (c&t^ 
tered around this lali;:e> parti<ti4arly near Saganaum 
Bay. On its bankfs are 6>und an amazing quantity of 
the fand chcrriiis, and in the adjacent country nearl^pr 
the fame fimit, as tbofe that grow about the other 
lakes. 

From the Falls <3if St. Marie I Icifurely proceeded 
back to MichiUimackinac, and arrived there the boginf» 
ning of November 'i 767, having been fourteen months 
on this ea^tmJive tour, I travelled n^ur four thpufand 
milesi and viiited twelve nations ^ Indians lying to 
the weft and north of this place. The winter fetiirig 
in {oon a&er'my arrival, I was obliged tb tarry ther^ 
till June following, the navigation over Lake Huroii 
for large vejTels not being open, on account of the ice, 
tilLthat time. Meeting here with fociaWe company, 
I piifled thefe months very agreeably, and without 
finding the hours tedious. . 

' One of n:>y chief amufements was that offifhingfor 
ftroutSt Though the Straits, were covered, with ice^ 
we found means to make holes through it, and let^ 
ting down ftrong lines of fifteen yards in length, to 
which were fijwd three or four hooks baited with the 
finall fifc before dcicribed, we fii^equ^ndy caught two 
at a time of forty pounds weight >cach-;\ but the cOm->> 
pion 'fi;ze<is firo^ ten to twenty poundst< Thefe are 
mofl:'deUciows.fobd. Tht method of preferring ih^n^ 
during the thriee months the winter generally lafts^ 
is by hanging them up ill the air ^ and in one night: 
they will be frozen fo hard that they witt keq> as well 
a^ if they were cured' with iak^ ; 

I have only pointed out Ai the plan of my. travels, 
the circuit I m^de ffom my .leaving Michillimackinac 
till I arrived agam at that feprt. : Thofe countries that 
lie nearer to the colonies have, been fo often and G^ 
n^imitely defcribedi that any^furtfier apoount of them 

would 
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would be ufBd& I £ball therefi>r£f onky give xr^ readU 
crs in the remainder of my journal, as I at firft pro* 
pofed, ft defcription of the other' great kkc&of Canada, 
many of which I have navlgatsed over, and rdate at 
the fame time a few particular ifMndcisls thafi) I truft 
will not be found inappUoablejor u&entfiFtaining. . 

In June 1 76S; I left MichilliznackissDC, and ictatned 
in the Gladwyn fchooner, a vefiel of aboat e%hty 
tons burthen, over Lake Huton to Lake St. Claire, 
where we left the fhip, and proceeded in boats^' to De-r 
trok^ This lake is about ninety milds in circumfer-r 
ence, and by the way of Huron River, which run* 
from the fouih corner of Lake Huron, receives the 
waters of the three great .lakes> Superior^ Michigan^ 
and Huron. Its form is rather round, and in fome 
places it is deep, enough for the navigation of large 
veflels, but towards the middle of it there i& a bar of 
fand, which {»>events thofe that are loaded from pail^ 
ing over it. Such aa are in ballaft onIy*may find 
water to carry them quite through ; the cargoes, how- 
ler, of fttch as are freighted muft be taken out, aud 
after being transported acrofs the bar in boats, re« 
&ipped again. ' 

The river that runs hom Lake St. Claire to. Lake 
Erie (or rather the Strait, &xr thus it might be termed 
from its name) is called Detroit, which is in French, 
the Strait. It runs nearly fouth, has a gentle current]^ 
and depth of waiter fuflicicnt for fhips of confiderable 
burthen. The town of Detroit is fituated on the 
weftem banks of this river, about nixie miles below 
Lake St. Claire. 

Almoft oppofite on the eaftern fbore, is the village 
of the ancient Hurons : a tribe of Indians which have 
been treated- of by fo many writers, that adhering ta 
the reftri^lions t have laid myfelf under of only de- 
fcribing places and people little known^ or incidents^ 
that have pafled unnoticed by others, I fhall omit 
giving a defcription of them*^ A miffionary of the 

order 
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order of Carthufian Friars, by permiffion of thc'bifhop 
of Cajaada, refidcs among them. 

The banks of the River Detroit, both above and 
below thefe towns, are covered with fettlements that 
extend more than twenty niiles *, the country being 
exceedingly froitful,' asnd proper for the cultivation of 
wlieatj.Indian corn, oats, and peas. It has alfo many 
fpots of fine pa^urage ; but as the inliabitants, who 
are chiefly French.that fubmitted to the Englifh gov- 
ernment, after the conqueil of thefe parts by General 
Amherft, are more attentive to the Indian trade than 
to farming, it is but badly cultivated. 

The town of Detroit contains upwards of one hun- 
dred houfes. The ftrects are fomcwhat regular, and 
have a range. of very convenient and handfome bar- 
racks, with a fpacious parade at the fouth end. On 
the weft iide lies the king's garden, belonging to the 
governor, which is very well laid out, and kept in 
good order. The fortifications of the town confift; of 
a ftrong blockadje, m;;ide of round piles, fixed Hrmly 
in the ground, and lined with palifadcs. Thcfc arfe 
defended by fome fmall baftions, on which are mount- 
ed a few indifferent cannon of an inc<!^fiderable fize, 
juft fufficient for its defence againft the Indians, or an 
^ncmy not provided with artillery. , ' . 

The garrifon in time of peace, confifts of two hun- 
dred men; commanded by a field, officer, who afts as 
chief magiftrate under the governor of Canada. . Mr. 
TurnbpU, captain of the 6oth regiment or Royal 
Americans, was commandant when. I happened to' be 
* there. This ^gentleman was defervedly efteemed and 
refpefted, botl> by the inhabitants and traders, for the 
propriety of his conduft ; and I am happy to have an 
•opportunity of thus publicly making my acknowledg-- 
ments to him for the civilities I received from him 
during my ftay. ^ 

In the jear 1762, in the month of July, it rained 
on this- town and. the parts adjacent, a fulphurous 

water 
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water of the color and confiftence of ink : fome of 
which being coUefted into bottles, and wrote with, ap- 
peared perfciUy intelligible on* the paper, and anfwered 
every porpofe of that nfefiil liquid. Soon after, the 
Indian wars already fpoken of, broke out in thefe 
parts. I mean not to fay that this incident was om« 
inous of them, notwithftandiiig it is well known that 
innumerable well attefted infbnces of extraordinary 
phenomena happening before extraordinary events,. 
have beea recorded in almoft every age by hiftoriafis. 
of veracity ; I only relate the circumftance as. a faft, 
of which I was informed by many perfons of undoubt- 
ed probity, and leave my readers, as I havd hitherto 
done, to draw their own concluiions from it* 

Pontiac, under whom the party that furprifed Fort 
Michillimackinac, as related in the former part of thi» 
work, adled, was tfn enterprifing chief or head war- 
tior of the Miames. During the late war betweenf 
the'Englifh and the French, he had been a fteady 
friend to the latter, and continued his inve^racy to the 
former^ even after peace had been concluded between 
thefe two nations. Unwilling to put an end to the 
depredations he had been fo long engaged in, he col- 
leAed an army of confederate Indians, confifling of 
the nations before enumerated, with an intention to 
renew the war. However, inftead of openly attack- 
ing the Englifh fettlements, he laid i. fcheme for tak- 
ing by furprife thofe forts on the ^ti^mitics which 
they had lately gained pofleflion of. > 

How well the party he detached to take Fort Mich- 
illimackinac fucceeded, the reader already knows. To 
get into his hands Detroit, a place of greater confe- 
quence, and much better guarded, required greater 
refolution, and mort coniummate art. He of courfc 
took the management of this expedition on himfel4 
and drew near it with the principal body of his troops. 
He ws», however, prevented from carrying his ddign 
into execution, by an apparently trivial and unforcfcen 
H ^ circumftaace. 
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circumftance. On fuch does the fate of iriighty Em-* 
pires frequently depend ! ' . 

The towii of Detroit, when Pontiac formed Ms 
plan, was garrifoned by about three hundred men 
commanded by Major Gladwyn, a gallant ofiicerr As 
at that time every appearance of w^r was at an end,, 
and the Indians feemed to be on a friendly footing^^ 
Pontiac approached the Fort, without exciting any 
fufpicions in the breaft of the governor or the inhabit 
tants. He encamped at a little diftance from it, and 
fent to let the commandant know that he was come to 
trade ; and being deiirous of brightening the chain- 
of peace between the Engliih and his nation, deiired 
that he and his chiefs might be admitted to hold a 
council wkh him. The governor ftill unfufpicious, 
and not in the leaft doubting the fincerity of the In- 
dians, granted their general's requeft, and fixed on 
the ne;xt mpming^for their reception. 

The evening of that day, an Indian woman who 
had been employed by Major Gladwyn, to make him 
a pair of Indian (hoes, out of curious elk ikin, brought 
them home. The Major was fo pleafed with them, 
that intending thefe as a prefent for a friend, he or- 
dered her to take the remainder back, and make it in- 
to others for himfelf. He then diredted his fervant 
to pay her for thofe ihe had done, and difmifled her^ 
The woman wept to the door that led to the ftrcet but 
no further ; ihe there loitered about as if ihe had not 
finifhed the buiinefs on which ihe came* A fervant 
£t length obferved her, and a£ked her why Ihe ilaid 
there 5 ihe gave him, however, no ai^fwer. 

Some ihort time after, the governor himfelf faw 
hftr y^nd inquired of his fervant what occafioned her 
ftay. Not being able to get a iatisfaftory ai^^er, he 
ordered the woman to be called in. When ihe came 
into his prefence he deiired to know what was the 
reafon of her loitering about and not haikning hom.e 
before the gates were ihut, that ihe migut complect 

in 
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in due time the wbrk he had given her to do. She 
told him, after much hefitation, that as he had always 
behaved with great goodnefi towards her, Ihe.was un- 
willing to take away the remainder of the £kin, be- 
ctofe he put fo great a value upon it ; and yet had 
not been able to prevail .upon herfelf to tell him fo. 
He then iiktd her, why flie was more reluftant to 
do fo now, than fhe had been when ihe made the 
former pair. With increafed reluctance {he anfwer- 
ed, that ihe never ihould be able to bring them back. 
His curioiity being now excited, he infifted on her 
difcloiing to him the fecret that fcemed to be .ftrag- 
g^ng in her bofom for utterance. At laft, on receiv- 
ing a promife that the intelligence fhe was about to. 
give him ihould not turn to her prejudice, and that 
if it appeared to be beneficial, ihe ihould be rewarded 
for it, ihe informed him, that at the council to be held 
with the Indians the following day, Pontiac and his 
chiefs intended to murder him ; and, after having 
mafiacred the garrtfon . and inhabitants, . to plunder 
the town^ That for this purpofe all the diiefs wha. 
were to be admitted ihto the council room, had cut 
their guns ihort, fo that they could conceal Hxem Un- 
der their blankets ; with which, at a iignal given by 
their general, on delivering the belt, they were all' to 
rife up, and inflantly to fire on him aund his attendants. 
Having effcAed this, they were immediately to nifh 
into the tow^^ where they would find themfelves iyp- 
ported by a gre^t number of the warriors, that were to 
come imo it during the fitting of the council, under 
pretence of trading, but privately armed jb the fame 
manner. Having gained from, the, woman every necr 
efiary particular relative to the plot, and alfo of the 
means by which ihe acquired a knowledge of them, he 
difmiflcd her with injundtions of fecrecy, and a promife 
of fulfilling on his part with pun^\jality, ^he engage- 
ments he had entered into. ; 

• ' The 
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The inteBIgcncc the governor hadjuftrecelired, gave 
him great uneafinefs ; acid he immediately confuUed 
the officer who was next to him in command, on the 
fubjed. But that gentleman confidering the informs^ 
tlon as a ftory invented for fome artful parpoics, ad^-^ 
vifed him to pay no attention to it* This conclufion, 
however, had happily no weight with him. He 
thought it prudent to conclude it to be true, till he 
was convinced that it was nbt fo ; and therefore, with- 
out revealing his fiifpicions to any other peribn, he 
took every necfdfel precaution that the time would ad- 
mit of. He walked round the fort during the whole 
night, and faw himfelf thatevcry cenfinel ^as on duty, 
and every weapon of defence in proper order. 

As he traverfed the ramparts w^ich lay neareft to- 
the Indian camp, he heard them in high feftivity, ' and 
little imagining that their plot was difcoveredr, proba- 
bly pleafing themfelves with the anticipation oSf their 
fuccefs. As foon as the morning da'^ned, he ordered 
all the garriibn under arm^'^ and- then imparting hitf- 
apprehenfions to a few pf the principal officers, gave- 
them fuch direAions as he thought neceflky. 

At the feme time he fent round to all the traders, to 
inform them, that as it was expefted a great number 
of Indians would enter the town that day, who might 
be inclined to phmder, he defired they would have 
their arms ready, and repd every attempt of that kind* 

About ten o'clock, Pontiac and his chiefs arrived ; 
and were- conduftcd to the council chamber, where 
the governor and his principal officers, each: with pi(^ 
tols in their belts, awaited his arrival. As the Indi- 
ans paflcd on, they could not hdp obferving that a 
greater number of troops than ufual were drawn up^ 
on the parade, or marching about. ' No fooner were 
they entered, r and feated on the Ikins prepared for 
them, than Poiitiac afked the governor on what occa- 
fion his young men,^ meaning the foldj^rs, were thus 

drawn 
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drawn up, and parading the ftreets. He received for 
atifwer, that it was only intended to keep them perfeft 
in their exercif^. 

The Indian chief warrior now began his fpeech, 
which contained the ftrongeft profeffions of friendfliip 
and good will towards the Englifli 5 and when he 
came to the delivery of the belt of wampum, the partic- 
ular mode of which, according to the woman's infor- 
mation, was to be the fignal for his chiefs to fire, the 
governor and all his chiefs drew their fwords halfway- 
out of their fcabbards 5 and the foldiers at the fame 
inflant made a clattering with their arms before the 
doors, which had been purpofely left open. Pontiac, 
though one of the boldeft of men, immediately turned, 
pale, and trembled 5 and inftead of giving the belt ini 
the manner propofed, delivered it according to the 
ufual way. His chiefs who had impatiently expe^cd 
the fignal, looked at each other with aftonifhment, 
but continued quiet, waiting the refult. 

The governor in his turn made a fpeech j hut In- 
ftead of thanking the great warrior for the profeffions 
of fricndlhip he had juft uttered, he accufed him of 
being a traitor. He told him that the EngUQi, who. 
knew every thing, were convinced of his treachery and 
villanous defigns ; and as a proof that they were well 
acquainted with his moft fecret thoughts and intentions, 
he ftepped towards the Indian chief that fet neareft to 
him, and drawing afide his blanket, difcovered the 
fliortened firelock. This entirely difconcerted the 
Indians, and fruftrated their defign. * 

He then continued to tell them, that as he had given 

his word at the time they ddired an audience, that 

their perfons ihould be fafe, he would hold his promife 

inviolable, though they fo little defcrvcd it. However, 

he adyifed them to^ma^e the.beft of their way out of 

fort, left his you^g men oa being acquainted with their 

treacherous purpofes> fhould cut every one of them ta 

pieces. 

■ Pontiac 
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Fosttkc endeavoured to contraditfl: the aipcufatioxl, 
andtoimakfi epccufes for bis fufpicious condu£l $ but 
the governor, fatisfied of the falfity of hh protcfta*- 
tionsy T(rouid not liften to him- The Indians imme- 
diately left the fort, but inftead of being fcnfible of' 
the governor's generous behavior, they threw off the 
naaik, and: the next day made a regular attack upon it. 
> Major Gladwyti has not efcaped cenfure for tkis'- 
miftaken lenity ; for p«-obaHy had he kept a few of 
the principal chiefs prifeners, whilA he had them in 
his power, he might have been able to have brought 
the whc^e confederacy to terms, and have i»-evented a 
war. But he atoned for this overflight, by the gallant 
defence he mad&for more than a year, amidft a variety* 
of difcouragoments. 

During that period fome very finart fkirniiflies hap- 
pened between the befiegers and the garrifon, of 
which the following was the principal and moft bloody ^ 
Captain Delzcl, a brave officer, prevailed on the gov** 
emor to give him the command of about two hundred 
men, and to permit htm to attack the enemy's camp. 
This bdng compUed with^ he iallied from the town 
before daybreak ; but Pontiac, receiving from fome of 
his fwifi-footed warriors, who were conftantly em-» 
|doyed in watching the motion of the garrifon, timely^ 
iatelUgaice of their defign, he colieflred together the 
choice^ of his troops, and met the detachment at fbm^ 
diftanee from his c^np, near a place fince calkd the 
Bloody Bridge. • 

As the Indians wert vaftly Superior ia numbers to 
Captain DelzeFs party^ he was fbon overpowered and 
driven back. Beiiig now nearly furround^d, he mad^ 
a vigorous effort 16 regain thefbrk%e he had juft crofl*- 
ed, by which alone: he could find a retreat ; but in do<*^ 
ing this he loft his life, and many of hfs men fell with 
him. However, Major Refers, the fecond in com-^ 
Kiand> ailifted by Lieutenant Breham, fbi^nd means to 

draw 
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&iiw -off the Mattered remains of their little zauf^ and 
conduAed them into the fort* 

Thus coofiderably reduced, it was with difficuhy the 
Major could defend the town ; notwithflanding which^ 
he held out againft the Indians ;till he was r^^eved, m 
after this they, made, bitt. few attacks on the place^ and 
only conthmed to U^ckade it. * 

The Giadwyn Schooner (that in which I afto-wardt 
took my paflagefrom Mkhillimackinac to Detroit, and- 
which I iince le^mb was loft with ail her crewy.on Lake 
Eriei through the obftinacy of the eocamander> who 
could not be prevailed upon td take in fufficieot ballaft) 
arrived ahont this time, near the town, with a reinforc6<(i 
meat, andnecefiaiy Supplies. ^BuC before this veffid 
rottld reach 4he place of its deftin^tbn^ it was moft 
TigoroBfly attacked by a detachment from Pontiac'i^ 
army. The Indians furroui^ed it in their oanOes, and 
made ^reat hanroc among the crew. 

At length'the Captain of the ichobner, with a coo- 
fid^bte nainfaer.of kis men being killed, and the fav«i 
age& beginning t<> climb .ttp' the £de$ from every quar^ 
teri the lieutenant < (Mb*. Jacobs^ who afterwards com- 
0ianded> and^was lofi in'it).being determined that the 
ftores iflioiild not fall into the enemy's hands, .and fee^ 
ing no other kltematiTe, ordered the gunner to fot fire 
to the powdhr room, And blow tfaefhipup. This wder 
was on the point of bdng executed^ .^hen a chief of 
the Hinrons, '^fao anderfteod the Englifh language, 
gave out to his^fi^ds^the imiention of the commanderv 
On receiving thk^ intell%«tMSe, the Indians - hurried 
dowQ the fi£s.df €he Ai^^ith Che grearteft 'pi^pita^ 
tion, and got^ as far from it as poS^bie ; i^luift thr 
commandar imp^ediately /eo«k advams^ of their con* 
flevdatiM, and ^ivtd iridkout ttAJrfttf^herobflniAioii 
at the town; > '• ' '^ * - : . 

Thk ^^afonabte flatly gave^the gaxrifmi freffa fpif 
fits ) and Pontktc lifting iotoi^^^ttrnvittddd^batkiwould 
not be in his power to reduce the place, propofed an 

accommodation ^ 
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accommodatidii-; the governor wiflung as much to get 
rid of fuch troublefome enemies^ who obftmdled the 
intercourfe of the traders with the neighbauring^na- 
tions^ liftened to his pi^opofals^ and having procured 
advantageous terms, agreed to a;peace* The Indians 
ioon afcfter feparated^ and setul-o^ to i their d^ereat 
provinces ; nor have they fince thought proper -to dif- 
tiirb, at leaft in any great degree, the tranqdillity of 
thefe parts. , . 

'^..Pontiac lienceforarard feemed to have k^afidc the 
anirnqfity he had hitherto borne towards the Engiiih, 
and apparently became their zealous, iriend.: To re*- 
^ard this, new ^tachment, and to infiure a continuf- 
ance of it, government allowed him' a. handfom^penr 
lion; But his reftlefs and intriguing fpirit' would not 
faffer him to be grateful for this aUowance, and his 
conduct at length grew fufpicious.; fo that going, in 
the year 1 767, to hold a council in the country of the 
Illinois,, a faithful pindian, who was either .commiffion- 
ed by one of.. the Englifli governors, iMr inftigated hy 
-thelov^ he bore the EngUfh nation, attended him as a 
ipy V and being convinced from the fpeech Pon^tic 
made in the council,* , that he fliU retained his' former 
prejudices againfk thofe for whom he now profefled a 
friendfhip, he plunged his knife into his heart, as foon 
as he had done, fpeaking, and laid himdead on. «the 
fpot. . JBut to return from this digreffion. ,. . 

. Lake Erie receives the waters by which it is fuppU'* 
ed &omi the throes great lakes) tlirough the Straits of 
Detroit, that lie at its northweft comer. Thi^ lake 
is fituated between forty one and forty throe degrees 
of north latitude, and .between feventy eight aad eigh- 
ty three degrees of weft.laotgHude« IXi i» »ear: three 
hundred^miks long ^om^eaft: to weft, .• aiidi:^]lMnit forty 
in its broadeft part : and a remarkable long narrow 
point' lies oh ils nfieth fide, that proje^ for foversd 
miles into the lake towaurdi the ifoutheaft* . . 
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There are fev^al iflands nelr the weft end' of it* fo 
Infc^ed with rattlcfnakes, that it is very dangerous to 
land on them* It is irapoffible that any place can 
produce a greater number of all kinds of thefe rep- 
tiles than this does, particularly of the water fnake. 
The lake is cjovered. near the banks of the iflands with 
the large, pond lilly 5 the leaves which lie on the fur- 
face of the water are {o thick, a^ to cover it, entirely 
for many acres together ; and on each of thefe lay, 
when I pafled over tt, wreathes of water fnakes baik- 
ing in the fun, which amounted to myriads. 

The moft remarkable of the different fpecies that 
infeft this lake, is the hiffing fnake, which is of the 
fmail ipeckled kind, and is about eight inches long. 
When any thing approaches, it fl^aUens itfelf in a itio- 
ment, and its fjpots, which sure of various dyes, become 
vifibly brighter tlirough rage ', at the fame time it 
blows from its mouth, with great force, a fubtile wind, 
that is reported to be* of a naiifeous Anell ; and if 
drawn in with the breath of the unwary traveller, will 
infallibly bring on a decline, that in a &w months 
-muft prove mortal, there being no remedy yet difcovp* 
ered which can a>untera61: its bs^eful influence. 

The ftones and pebbles on the Ifeores of this lake 
-are taoft of them tinged, in a greater 6r lefs degree, 
with fpots that refenible brafs in their colour, but 
which are of a more fulphurous nature. Small pieces, 
about the fize of hazk nuts, of the fkme kinds of ore, 
are found on. the fands that lie on its banks, and under 
the wateii 

The navigation of this lake is efteemed more dan- 
gerous than any of the others, on account of many 
liigh lands that lie on the borders of it. and plrajcdt 
into the water, in a perpendicular direftion'for many 
miles together 5 fo that whenever fudden ftorms arife, 
canoes and boats are frequently loft> a^ there is no 
place for diem to find a ihelter^ 
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' This lake difcfhtfrges Its waters at fhc northcaft end, 
into the River Niagara, 't^rhich nin^ *n©rth and foutfa, 
^ftd IS abotit thirty fix miles iJn IcHigth 5 froftin^hcncc 
It falls into Like Ontario. At ,the enlrtncc erf thi$ 
river, on its eaftern fiidre^ lies Fq^t Niigara j and, 
abont eighteen miles fw^ther up, thofe remai^lable 
Falls -which are efteemed ^c^nc Of thfc rtioft'ex*rabrdi- 
Jiary produftionB of natui^ at prefent kntmxL, 
' As thefe h^e h^en vifitcd by fo- many trarcUers 
and fo frequently defcribeds I fliall omit -giving a par- 
ticular defcription of ,them, and only.obfervc, that the 
waters by which jthey jire fupplied, after taking their 
rife near two-^houfand miles to the ttorthwreft, and 
:paffitigthrough.4heI^kes Superior, Midbigin, Hurcm, 
'and Erie, during #hich thap^ hate beena'eceiving con- 
ftant nccutntklations,. at length rqih down a ftopendoi© 
precipice of ^ne hundred and forty feet perpendicular ; 
«nd in a ilrohg ^fapid, that ^xteiids'to tiie diftance of 
jcight'.or nine jnites below, rfall nearly >s much mcrre : 
this river ^Todn after empties itfelf into Lake Ontario, 

The noife 'of thefe falls may be 'hesord an /amazing 
^f.' I CQTildpl^iily diftinguifh them in a calm mornr 
ing mof e than t^venty miles. .Others ■ h^e dTaid that -at 
particular .times, and when the 'wind fits feiri the found 
of them reaches fiftei^ leagues. 

The hnd About 'the Falls is cxceedimgly hilly and 
nnefven, but the'gf-eateftp^rt of that on. the Niagara 
River' is vei>y good, efpeciaily-for grafe andlpaftuxs^e*. 

Fort Niagara ftands iieaHy'at the entrance of the 
weft end of Lake Ontario, and on the caft part -of .the 
Straits of Niagara. It was taken fitniithc'Ercnch in 
the year 1759^ b/ the forces uttder the concimand of 
Sir William Johnfoto, afiid 'at ^ prefent is dcfisnded'Tby a 
' jconfiderable ga^ifon. . ' 

• ' Lake QntaHo is' fhcf next and kaft of ' the five great 

^akes of Cartada. Its fitnation is between forty three 

and forty five degrees dflatitirfe, 'and between fcveoty 



fix and* fev/Bi^ity nine degr-ecs^of wefl longitude. The 
form of i^ is Hourly (wal, its greateft letogth b^ing from 
northed to louthweft, and in circuinffereijce, about 
fbc huiadre^niiles* N^ the foutlueaft purt it receives 
ifbe waters of the Oiw^d Eiver, and on tho nartji^arft 
dilchsupgpSr itfelf into tke^ River. Catara^iui; Not far 
from th? place ^kp? it iflires^ Fort rrontenac for- 
merly {Vood> which wa^ taken from the French during 
tii€ laft war, in the year I758i by a finall aj;my of Pro- 
TOcial§ under Col. Btfadftreet. 

At the entrance of Ofwego River ftancjs a fprt of 
Ae fame n^une^i garrifQH^ only at prefent by an in- 
ti(»)^deEabl^ pfl^y. This, fort was^.talipi in th^yea? 
1756^ bg^th^Frenpl^, when a giieat p^ of the' garri- 
fon, which confifted of the late Shi^ey's and Pepper- 
el's je|^na^{itS| wmr iqaflj^crpd if^ cold, blood by the 



la Lake Onta^o are tak^n many forts of £ifb^ 
> amoi^ whkh is- the Otxncgo Bars>;o£>^a^ excellen.!: fla- 
vof, aiKi- weighing s£pnt. three pr four pounds, 
Thei« is aUb a iprt called the Cathead or Pont, which 
are ini, generaj very large, fome.cxf them weighing eighl 
or te^ ifoimds ; ^nd thi^ are efteemed a r^r^ dlili 
wiien properly dreiJedw - 

Qfe'the:«ior^a^€ft p^rt oftbii lake, and^ to the fouthr 
eaft of Lake Huroni is a- tribe of Indians called Mif* 
fi/auges, whofe town is denominated Torohtp, fronr' • 
the lake on which it lies ; byt th^y are not very nu- 
merous«> The country about Lake Ontarip, efpeclally 
the more.north and eaftern p?rts^ is' cempo&d pf good 
kmdt a^ in vtjme may n^ke very flou^-iih^ng fettle<« 
ments/ 

. 'Hie Oiiada Lakcj fituat^d near the hqad of th$ 
River Ofwego, receives th^ waters of Wood Creiekj^ 
which .takes its rife not far fron^ the Mohawks Riy.en 
Th^e two Ke fo adjacent to each other, th^t a junc- 
tioaj is efefted by fluices at Fort Stanwix> about 
twelve miles fro^l the- mouth of the former. This 

lake 
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lake IS about thirty miles loiig from caft to weft, and 
near fifteen broad. The country around it belong* 
to the Oniada Indians. ' ' 

Lake Champlain, the next in fize to Lake OhtarJo, 
and whicli lies nearly eaft frofn it, is about eighty 
miles in length, north and fouth, and in its broadefV 
part fourteen. It is well ftored' with fifh, and the 
lands that He on all the borders of it, and about its 
rivers, very good. i 

Lake George, formerly called by the French, Lake 
St. Sacrament, lies to the fouthweft of the laft men- 
tioned lake, and is about thrrty five miles long from 
northeaft to fotithweft, but of no great breadth. The 

' country around it is very mountainous, but in the Tal- 
lies the ian^ is tolerably good. 

When thefe two lakes were firft 'difcovered,- they 
were known by no other name than that of the Iro- 

, quois Lakes y and I believe in the firft plans taken of 
thofe parts, wei^ fo denoniinated. The Indians alfo 
that were then called the Iroquois, are fince known 
by the name of the Five Mohawk nations, and the 
Mohawks of Canada.' In the late war, the former, 
\vhich cohfift of the Onpndagoes, ^the Q^^dfs, the 
Scnecas, the Tufcarories, and Iroondocks, fought on 
the fide of the Englifh t the latter which; ardj^led 

Jhe Cohnawaghans> and St. Francis Indians, joined 

■* the French. , ■ 

A vaft traft of land that lies between the two laft 
mentioned lakes and Lake Ontario, was granted in 
the year 1629, by the Plymouth Company, under a 
patent they had received from King James I. to Sir 
Ferdinando .Gorges, and to Captain John Mafon, the 
head of that family, afterwards diftiriguifhed from 
others of the fame name, by the Mafons of Connefti- 
tut. The countries fpecified in this grant are faid to 

begin ten miles from' the heads of the rivers that run 

from the eaft and fouth into Lake George and Lake 
Champlain 5 and continuing from thefe in a dire£l 

line 
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Tint weftward, extend to the middle of Lake Ontario ; 
from thence, being bounded by the Cataraqui, or 
river of the Iroquois, they take their courfe to Mon- 
treal, as fac a$ Fort Sorrell, which lies at the jun£lioh 
of this river with the Richlieu ; atid from that point 
are enclpfed by the laft mentioned river till it returns 
back to the twp lakes; • 

This immenfe fp^ce was granted by the name of 
the Province of Laconia, to the aforefaid gentlemen, 
on fpecified conditions and under certain penalties ; 
but none of thefe Counted in cafe of omiffion in the 
fulfilment of any part of tl^em, to forfeiture, a fine 
only CQuld be exfidledv , 

On ^jccount of the continual wars to which thefe 
parts have been fuD]e<^, Trom their fituation between* 
the fettlements of the Engliih, the French, and the 
Indians, this gi'ant has been fufFcred to lie dormant 
by the real proprietors. Nbtwithftanding which, fev- 
eral towns hAV:e been fettled iince the late war, on the 
borders of Lake Ch^irjplain, and gi-^nts made to diiFer- 
eat people by the governor of New York, of part of 
thefe territories, which are now become annexed to 
that province; 

There are a great nutnbfer of lakes on the north of 
(^nadsi", between Labrador, Lake Superior, and Hud- 
fon's Bay, but thefe are comparatively fmall. As they 
lie out of the- track that I|)urfaed, I (hall only give a 
iiimmary account of them- 'W19 moft wefterly of 
tbefe are the Lakes^ Nipifing and Tatnifcaming. * The 
firft lies at the head of the French River, and runs 
into Lake Huron ; the other on the Ottawaw River, 
which ejppties itfelf into the Cataraqui at Montreal. 
Thefe lajces are each abput one h^indred miles in 
circumference. 

The next is Lake Miftaffin, on the head of Rupert's 
RiVer, that falls into JajT>e's Bay. This lake "is fo 
irregular froin the large points of land by which it is 
interfcfted on every fide, thst it is difficult eitli;er f o 

- --- j^^ ' - ' ----..- defcnbc 



I02 CARVER'S TRAVELS. 

defcribc its fliape, or to afcertain its fize. ' It however 
appears on the whole to be more than two hundred 
miles in circumference. 

Lake St. John^ which is about eighty miles found, 
and of a circular form, lies on the Saguenay River, 
direftly north of Quebec, iand falls into the St. Law- 
rence, fomewhat nortneaft oT that city. Lake Man- 
ikouagone lies near the head of the Black Riv6i^ 
which empties itfelf into the St. Lawrence to the 
eaftward of the laft mentioned river, near the coaft 
of Labrador, aifid is about fixty miles in circumfer- 
ence, Lake Pertibi, Lake Wincktagan, Lake Etche- 
kugon, and Lake Papenouagane, with a number of 
other fmall lakes, lie, near ihe heads of the Buftard 
River to the north of the St. Lawrence. 

Many otliers, which it is uimeceflary to' particular- 
ize here, are alfo found between the Lakes Huron . 
and Ontario. , ' ' 

The whole of.thofe I have enumerated, amount- 
ing to upwards of twenty, are within the limits of 
Canada 5 and from this account it might be deduced, 
thit the northen parts of North America, through 
- thefe numerous inland feas, jpontain a greater quantity 
of water than any other quarter of the globe. 

'In 0<flober 1768 I arrived at Eofton, having been 
abfent from it on this expedition two years and live 
months, and during that time travelled near feven 
thoufand miles. From thence, as foon as I had prop- 
erly digefled rny Journal and Charts, I fet out for 
England to communicate the difcoveries I had made, 
and to render them beneficial to the kingdom. Bat 
the profecutipn of my plans for reaping thefe advan- 
tages have hitherto been ol3fl:ru6ted by the unhappy 
cjivifions that have been fomented between' Great 
Britian and the Colonies by their mutual enemiQS. 
Sliould peace once more be reftored, I doubt not bnt 
that the countries I have defcribed will prove ' a more 
5U>undant fource 0/ riches to this nation, than either*its 

- Eaft 
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Eaft or Weft Indian fettlemcnts ; and I fhall not only 
pride myfetf, but fincerely rejoice in being the means 
of pointing out to it fo valuable ^n acquiiition. 

I cannot conclude the account of my exteniive trav- 
els, without expreffing my gratitude to that beneficent 
Being who invifibly prot»fted me through thofe perils 
which unavoidably attend fo long a tour among fierce 
and untutored favages- 

" At the fame time let me not beaccufed of vanity 
or prefumption, if I declare that the motives aUedged 
in the introdu£Boil of this work, were not the only 
ones that induced me to engage in this arduous un- 
dertaking. My views were not folely confined to 
the advantages that might accrue either to myfelf, <w 
the community to which I belonged ; but nobler 
purpofes contributed principally to urge me on.' ,^ . .. . 

The confined ftate, both with regard to civil and / 
religious improvements, in which fo many of my fel- | 
low creatures remained, aroufed within my bofom 
an irrefiftible inclination to explore the almoft un- 
known region j which they inhabited ; and as a pre- 
•pawtory ftep towards the introdu^ion of more pol- 
ifhed manners, and more humane fentiments, to gain 
a knowledge of their language, cuftoms, and princi- 
ples. 

I confefs that the little benefit too many of the' 
Indian nations have hitherto received from their 
intercourfe with thofe who denominate themfelves 
Chriftians, did not tend to -encourage my charitable 
piu-pofes ; yet as many, though not the generality, 
might receive fome benefit from the introduction 
among them of the polity and religiori of the Euro- 
peans, without retaining only the errors or vices that, 
from the depravity and perverfion of their profeflors, » 
are unhappily attendant on thcfe, I determined to per- - 
fevere. - — ^ 

Nor couy I flatter myfelf that I fhould be able to 
accomplifh alone this great defign 5 however, I was 

willing 
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willing to contribute us mu^h 9s lay in ii>f power t(v 
wards it. la all pubUc u^davt«ik:ic^gs W4>uld every oae 
do this, and fumiiU with alacrity liiis {^ticul^ Qaar^ 
to%^rds it^ what &u{Mmd«us works miglit oot be 
completed ? 

It is true that the Indifww are not with-QHt feme 
ienfe of rdigioiii and fuchias proye$ that tbey worihip 
the Great Creator with a degree of purity unkn^a 
to nations Avlio JhaMC gpoiter opportunities of improve- 
ment ; but their religions .princ^>l^s are far -frojai being 
ib foultlefi as dcfcribed by a learpQil writer, or unciix- 
-ed with opinions and c^remcmitss^ that greatly leBka 
their excellency in: this point. So that could th^ 
doifarines of genuine and vital Chriftianity.be intro- 
duced among them, pure and untainte4) ^ ^t flowed 
•jrom the lips of its Divine Inftcftpr, it would certainly 
tend to * clear away that fupp-^^iticHis or idolatrous 
drofe by which the rationality of their religious tenets 
are obfcured. Its mild and Jbem^Ecei:^ precepts wquLd 
like wife conduce to ibften their iinpUvc^bie diipofiUons, 
and to refine their fai^age manners j an event moft 
defirable ; and'/ h^ppy fliall J cft^em myfrlf, if this 
tpubkcation (hall prOve the means of pointing out tl^e 
patb by which felutary inftru^lions may be conveyed 
to them, and the converiion, thougli but of a fewy be- 
tbe confequcnce* 
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OP THEIR ORIGIN, . 

X HE means by- which America i^ecelyed its 
firtt inhabitants haVe, fince the time of its difcovery by 
the EuropiQ^ns, been the dibje^t q{ numberlefs difquifiw 
lions. Wis 1 to endeavor to coUeft the different opin- 
ions and resKbnings of the various writers, that have 
taken up the pen in defence ©f their conjedhires, the 
enumeration would much exceed the bounds I have 
prefcribed to myfelf, aad- obtige me to be lefs explicit 
6n points of greatdr motnent. 

' From the obfcurity in which this debate is envelop- 
ed, through ^e total difufe of letters among every na- 
tion of Indians on .this extenfive continent^, and the 
fmcertainty of oral tradition at the diftance of fo ma- 
ny ages, I fear, that even after the moft minute invefti- 

gation» 
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gation, we fliali not be able to fettle il^ with ahy great 
degree of certainty. And this apprehenfion wiU re- 
ceive additional force, when:it isconfidered thatthe 
diverfity of bnguage, which is apparently diftinft be- 
tween moft of the Indians, tends to afcertain' that this 
population was not efFefted from one particular coun- 
try, but from feveral neighbourhig ones, and complete 
ed at different periods- 

,Moftof the hiterians, or travellers that.havc treated 
on tfie American Aborigines^ difagree in their fenti- 
ments relative to them. Many of the ancients are 
fuppofed to have known that this qparterof the globe 
not only exifted, but alfo that it was inhabited. Plato- 
in his Timseus has afferte4, that beyond the illand 
which he caUs Atadantis, and which, acconding to his ^ 
ddcriptlon, was lituated in the Weftem^ Ocean, there^ 
were a g^t number of other iflands, and behind thofe 
a vaft continent; - ^ 

Oviedo, a celebrated Spanifli author of a much later 
date, his made no frc^ple t»' affirm^ that the Antilles* 
are the famous>Hefpcndes fo often mentioned by the 
,^ets ; which are at length refiored to. the kings of 
Spain, the defendants of king Htfperus, whp lived" 
upwards of three tlioufand years ago, and fcem whom 
theie iilaods rtcsi^ieA tlwir-ntme. 

Two other .I^»aiard5>: the on$ Path«8^ GtfegQriq^ 
Garcia,, a. Domimcaii^ tiaje other Father jf^ffifh De* 
Acofba, a JeSxit, Imtwe writttta/ mt' this- orig^^ of tho' 
Americans.. " 

The fermier, wha had h&m eimplbfe^- in the mii^ 
£ons of Mexkb and Bnx^^ snikavoured^ to ptev^ from.-' 
the traditions^ of the MeacaeaiMt. PiEimvcavis^ and oth«i?^' 
which he received on the- fpot^and fr«n the varie(fej5 
•fchara£bBrs,cisftbfliA,rla]igmges, and religion obftrv- 
aUe in die differeat ccmmries of the New World, th^t 
dttfierent nations bad contrifatttod to tkc peopliag of it*. 
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The iim^, FathefSffe Atsofiib ki hi^ e^assdi^iiott 
^ the means hy -whtch the SsfA Indians of -Americli 
snight-have. £auiid » parage /to .that, continent, dtfcp&- 
.dtts the condufions «f • thofe 'who bave'fuppdfed it €^ 
be by^ iea, 'beoBuie^iio eoxsiexit author has mode meo* 
•tign of tiie-coaxpaft .: aixi .'concltide^y that -it snuft he 
.either by the 'north of Afia.andb^Europei wliieh adjoin 
.to each othep> or'by thofe regions that lie to> the»io«ti;^ 
•ward ^of - «the Straits of: Magellan. He alfo >reje<Sb5 < the 
.aflertions of iuch as have advanced Ihat it wa» peopled 
iyy the Hebrews* 

John de Laet, a Flemiih writer, has controverted 
^e opinttais of Jthefe Spanifli £idda*Sy and of mangr 
4>thers who have written on the iame fubjed);. The 
jijipotheils he andexvors to eftabltihi is, tluit America 
^nras certainly peopled, by the ScjTthians. or Tartars : 
imd that the tranfmigration of thefe people 'happened 
«foon ^ter the difperfion of Noah-s grandfons. He 
^mdertakes to ^mr, that the mod: northeirn Americans 
Thave a greater jnefembh^e, tiOt fioviy m the features 
of theif cQuntenances^ but alfo m their complcfxion 
•and manntpr of giving, to the Scythians, Tartarsj and . 
;Sameeides, than to any other nations. 

InapfwQrto Grotius, who had afTerted tliat fotsnt. 
4c{ the Norwegians paffed into Amertea bj way of 
'.Greenland, and orer a ^raft icontmettt, he fays^ that 
♦it is well known that Gireenland was not difcovened 
till the year 964.; and both Gomeni and Herrera in- 
ifbmi 4IS that the .Ghichtmeques.wdre fettled on the 
Lake of Mexico in 721. He adds, tl^t thefe fav- 
•agesy accordtfig to tht.txntfefih tradition ^f the Mex- 
icans who (bfpofieilcd them. Game from the conntiy 
iince called Hew Mexico, and from the neighbourhood 
of California ; > doidef|tiently North America mttf^ hav>e 
been inhabited many agestbefore it t>Q^ i^eceive ^any 
kihabitants frosn Norway,* by way ef fOreenland. 

It is no lefs certain, he obfervcs, that the real Mex- 
icans faewtdcd their empire ia.poai, after havii^; fub>- 

dued 
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ducd tlie ChicKimequCs, th*e Oiotnias, and other bar- 
barous nations, who had tftken pofTeffion of the c6un-* 
trjF round the Lake of Mexico, and each of whom 
fpoke a language peculiar to themfelTes. The real 
Mexicans are likewife fuppofed to come from fome 

^f the countrifed that lie near California, and that they 
'{>erformed their 'journey for the ihoft part by land ; 
of courfe they could not come from Norway. 

'De Laet further adds, that though fome of the in*- 
habitantf of North America may have entered it 
from the northweft, yet, as it is related by Pliny, 
and fome other writers, that on many of the iflands 
near' the weftem coaft of Africa, particularly on the 
Canaries, fome ancient edifices were feen, it is high-, 
ly probable from their being now deferted> that the 
inhabitants* may have paiTed over to America; the 
paflTage being neither long nor difficult. This mi- 
gration, according to the calculation of thofe authors, 
muft liave happened more than two thoufand years 
ago, at Si time wh?en the Spaniards were much troor 
bled by the Carthaginians y from whom having ob- 
tained a knowledge of viavigatioh, and the conllrm> 
tion ot fhips, they might have retired to the Antilles^ 
by the way of the weftern ifles, which were exaftly 
half way 6ri^hcir voyage. 

He thinks alio that Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
Orcades were extremely proper to admit of a fimilar 

■conje<5hire. As a proof,' he inferts the following paf- 
fage from the hiftory of Wales, written by Doft. David 
Powel, in the year ri7o. 

This hiftorian fays; th*t Madoc, one of the fons of 
Prince Qwen Gwynnith, being difgufted at the civil 
wars which broke out between his brothers, after the 
death of their father^ fitted out feveral veffels, and hav- 
ing provided them with every thing neceflary for a lorig 
voyage, weAt in qaeft of new lands to the weftward 

• of Ireland j ther^ he discovered very fertile countries^ 
but dcftitute'of inhabitants ; when landing part of his 

people. 
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people, he returned to Britain, where he raifed new . 
levies, and afterwards tranfported them to this colony, ^ 

The Flemifli author then returns to the Sc)thians, 
between whom and the Americans he draws a" parallel. 
He obferves th1at feveral nations of them to the north 
of the Cafpian Sea, led a wandering life ; which, as 
well as many other of their cuftoms, and way of liv- 
ing, agrees in many circumftanc^ with the Indians 
of America. And though the refeojblances are not 
abfolutely perfeft, yet the emigrants, e^n before they 
left their own country, differed from each other, .and 
went not by the fame* name. Their change of abode 
cShBicd what remained. 

He further fays, that a fimilar likeneG; exifts be- 
tween feveral American nations, an4 the Samoeides, 
who arc fettled, according to the Ruffian accounts, 
on the great River Oby, And it is more natural,, 
continues he, to fuppofe that Colonies of thefe nations 
pailed over to America by croffing the icy fea on their 
fledges, than for the Norwegians to travel all the way 
Grotius has marked out for them. 

Tfliis writer makes many otber remarks thiat are 
equally fenfible, and which appear to be jufl ; but 
he intermixes with thefe fome that are not fo well 
founded. 

Emanuel de Moraez, a Portugucfe, in his hiftory 
of Brazil, aflerts that America has been wholly peo- 
pled by the Carthaginians and Ifraelites. He^ brings 
as a proof of this aflertion the difcoveries the former 
are known to have made at a great diitance beyond 
the coafl of Africa. The progrcfs of which being 
put a ftop to by the fenate of Carthage, thofe who 
happened to be then in the newly difcovered coun- 
tries, being cut off from all communication with their 
countrymen, and deftitute'of many necdiaries of life, 
fell into a ftate of barbarifm. As to the Ifraelites, 
this author thinks that nothing but circuoacifion i« 
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wanted in order' to conftitute a perfeft reiemblance 
between them and the Brazilians. 

George De Hornn, a learned Dutchman, has like- 
wife written on this fubjedk. He fets out with de- 
claring, that he does not believe it poffible Am^ica 
could have been peopled before the flood, confidering 
thd fhort fpace of time which elapfed between the 
idreation of the world and that memorable event. In 
the next place he lays it down as a principle, that after 
the deluge, men and other terreib'ial animals pene- 
trated into that country both by fea and by land \ 
fome through accident, and fome from a formed dc- 
fign. That birds got thither by flight } which they 
were enabled to do by refling on the rocks and iflands 
that are fcattered about the Ocean. 

He further obferves, that wild beafts may have 
found a &ee* paflage by land ; and that if we do not 
meet with horfes or cattle (to which he might have 
added elephants, camels, rhinoceros, and beafts of ma* 
ny other kinds) it is becaufe thofe nations that paflied 
thither, were either not acquainted with thcjr ufc, or 
had no convenience to fupport them. 

Having totally excluded many nations that' others 
have admitted as the probable flrft fettlers of Ameri<> 
ca, for which he gives fubftantial reafons, he fuppofes 
that it began to be peopled by the north ; and main- 
tains the primitive colonies fpread themfelves by the* 
means of the ifthmus of Panama through the whole 
extent of the continent. 

He believes that the firft founders of the Indian- 
Colonies were Scjrthians. That the Phcsnidans and 
Carthaginians afterwards got footing in America acrofs. 
the Atlantic Ocean, and the Chinefe by way of the 
Pacific. And that other nations might from time 
to time have landed there by one or other of thefe 
ways, or might poffibly have been thrown on the coaft 
by tempefte. : fincc^ through the whole extent of that 

continent, 
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eontlnent, both in its iiortftem znd fouthem parts, we 
meet with undoubted marks of a mixture of the north^^ 
ern nations with thofe who have come from other 
places. And laftl^, that ibme Jews and Chrift^ms 
might have been carried there b^ fiich like events^ 
but that this muft have happened at a time when the 
whole of the new world was already peoplisd. 

After al]» he acknowledges that great difficulties 
attend the determination of the queftion. Thefe, he 
lays, are occafioncd in the firft place by the iniperfca: 
knowledge we have of the extremities of the globe, 
towards the north and fouth pole ; and in the next 
place to the havoc which the Spaniards, the &A dif* 
coverers of the new world, made amo^ its mpft an- 
cient monuments -, as witnefs the great double road 
betwixt Quito and Cuzco, an undertaking fo ftupen- 
dons, that even the moft magnificent of thofe executed 
by the Romans cannot be coo^ared to it. 

He fuppofcs alfo another migration of the Phceni^ 
dans, than thofe already mentioned^ to have taken 
pkce ; and this was during a three, year's voyage made 
by tix Tyrian fleet in the fervice of King Solomon. 
He aflerts on the authority of Jofephus, that the port 
at which this embarkation was made, lay In the Med- 
iterranean. The fleet, he adds, went in queft of ele- 
phant'is teeth arid peacocks to the weftern coaft of Af- 
rica, which is Tarfifli j then to Ophir for gold, which 
is Haite, or the ifland of Hiipaniola ; in the latter 
opinion he Is fupported by Columbus, who, when he 
difcovered that Uland, thought he could trace the fur- 
naces in which the gold was refined* 

To thefe migrations which preceded the Chriftian 
deni,*headds many others of a later date from different 
nations, but thefe I have not time to enumerate. For 
the fame reafon I am obliged to paTs over numberkfs 
writers * on this fubjeA ; and firall content myfclf 
with only .giving the fentiments of two or three 

more, 

The 
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The firfl of thefe is'^Pherre De Charlqvoix, a 
Frenchman, who, in his journal of a voyage to North 
America, made fo lately as the year 1720, has recapit- 
ulated the opinions of a variety of authors on this 
head, to which he has fubjoined his ^wn conjeftures. 
But the latter cannot without fome difficulty be ex- 
trafted, as they are fo interwoven with the paflagesr 
he has quoted, that it requires much attention to diC- 
criminate them. 

He feems to allow that America might have receiv- 
ed its firft inhabitants, from Tfrtary and Hyrcania. 
This he confirms, by obferving that the" Hons and 
tigers which are found in the former, muft have come 
from thofe countries, and whofe paflage fervesfor a 
proof that the two hemifpheres join to the northward 
of Afia. He then draws a corroboration of this 
argument, from a ftory he fays he has often heard 
related by Father Grollon, a French Jefuit, as an un- 
doubted matter of fadt. 

This Father, after having laboured fome time in 
the miffions of New France, paffed over to thofe of 
China. One day as he was travelling in Tartars, he 
met a Huron woman whom he had formerly known 
in (^anzd^L. He a&ed her by what adventure flie had 
been carried into a country fo diftant from her own. 
She made anfwer, that having been taken in war, (lie 
had been conducted from nation to nation,, till fhe had 
reached the place at which (he then was. 

Moniieur Charlevoix, fays further, that he had been 
affured another Jefuit, pafling through Nantz, in his 
return from China, had related much fuch another 
affair of a Spaniih woman from Florida. She alfo 
had been taken by certain Indians, and given to thofe 
of a more diftant country ; and by thefe again to 
another nation, till having thus been fucceifRvely pafT- 
ed from country to country, and travelled through 
regions extremely cold, fhe at laft found herfelf in 
Tarlary. Here fhe had married a Tartar, who had 

attendc4 
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attended the conquerors in Chfm, where Ihe was then 
fettled. 

He acknowledges as an allay to the probability of 
thefe ftories, that thofe who had failed fertheft to the 
eaftward of Aiia^ by purfuing the coaft of Jeflb, or 
Kamfchatka, have pretended that they had pcrceired 
the extremity of this continent 5 and from thence have 
concluded that there could not pofGbly be any com- 
munication by land. But he adds that Francis Guella, 
a Spaniard, is faid to have ailerted, that this feparation 
is no more than a ftrait, about one hundred miles 
over, and that fome late voyages of the Japanefe give 
grounds to think that this ftrait is only a bay, above 
which there is ^ paiTage over land. 

He goes on to obfcrve, that though there are few 
wild beafts to be met with in North America, except 
a kind of tigers without fpots, which are foiind in the 
country of the Iroquoife, yet towards the tropics there 
are lions and real tigers, which, notwithftanding, might 
have come from Hyrcania and Tartary j for as by ad- 
vancing gradually fouthward they met with climates 
mo^ agreeable to their natures, they have in time a- 
bandoned the northern countries. 

He quotes both Solinus and Pliny to prove that the 
Scythian Anthropophagi once depopulated a great ex- 
tent of country, as far as the promontory Tabin 5 and 
alfo an author of later date, Mark Pol, a Venetian, 
who, he fays, tells us, that to the northeaft of China 
and Tartary there are vaft uninhabited countries, which 
might be fufficient to confirm any conjecftures concern- 
ing the retreat of a great number of Scythians into 
America. 

To this he adds, that we find in the ancients the 
names of fome of thefe nations. Pliny fpeaks of the 
Tabians ; Solinus mentions the Apuleans, who had 
for neighbors the Maflagetes, whom PKny fince aflSires 
us to have entirely 'difappeared. Ammianus Marcelli- 
nus exprefsly tells us, that the fear of the Anthropo- 
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phagi obliged leVeral of the inhabitants of thofe coun-- 
tries to take refuge elfewhere. From all thefe authorU 
ties Monfleur Charlevoix condudfes, that there is at 
Jeaft room to conjedhire that more thaa one nation in 
America had a Scythian or Tartarian original. 

He finiQies his remarks on the authors he has quot- 
ed, by the fHlowing obfervations : It appears to me 
jhat this controverfy may be reduced to the two fol- 
lowing articles 5 firfl, how the new world might have 
beeh peopled ; and, kcondify by whom, and by what 
means it has been peopled. 

Nothing, he afferts, may be more eafily anfwered than 
the firft* America might have been peopled as the 
three other parts of the world have been. Many diffi** 
cTilties have been formed on this fubjedl, which have 
been deemed infolvable, but which are far from being^ 
{b. The inhabitants of both Hemifpheres are <:ertain- 
ly the defcendants of the fame father 5 the common 
parent of mankind received an exprefs command from 
Heaven to people the whole world, and accordingly it 
has been peopled. 

To bring this about it was neceflary to overcome all 
difficulties that lay in the way, and they have been got 
over. Were thefe difficulties greater with refpeft to 
peopling the extremities of Afia, Africa, and Europe,. 
or the tranfporting men into the iflands which lie at a 
confiderable diftance from tho(e continents, than ta 
pafs ov er into America } certainly not. 
Y JNa^igation, which has arrived at fo great perfeftion 
within thefe three or four centuries, might poffibly 
have been more perfeft in thofe early ages than at this 
day. Who can believe that Noah and his immediate 
tfcfcendants knew lefs of tliis ^rt than we do ? That 
the builder and pilot of the largeft fhip that ever was^ 
a fhip that was formed ta traverfe an unbounded o- 
cean, and had fo many ffioals and quickfands to guard 
againft, fliould be ignorant of, or fhould not have com* 

jnicatedto thofe of liis defcendants who furyived 

him^ 
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hini, and By whofe means he was to execute the order 
of the Great Creator : I fay, who can believe he 
ihould not have communicated to them the art of 
failing upon an ocean, which was not only more calm 
and pacific, but at the fame time confined within its 
ancient limi ts ? / 

Admitting tnis, how eafy is it to pafs, exclufive of 
the paiiage' already defcribed, by land from the coaft 
of Africa to Brazil, from the Canaries to the Wcftem 
iflands, and from them to tlife Antilles ? From the 
Britifh Ifles, or the Coaft of France, to Newfoundland, 
the paiTage is neithei* long nor difficult ; I might fay 
as much of that from China to Japan 5 from Japan, or 
the Philipines, to the Ifles Mariannes j and from 
thence to Mexico. 

There are iflands at a conflderable difVance from 
the continent of Afia, where we have not been fur- 
prifed to find inhabitants, why then ihould we won- 
der to meet with peo{^e i» America ? Nor can it be 
imagined that the grandfons of Noah, when they were 
obliged to feparate, and fpread themfelves in conform** 
ity to the defigns of Gk>d, over the whole earthy 
iliould find it abfoliUely impoflible to people almoft 
one half of it. 

I ha^e been more copious in my extracts from this 
author than I intended, as his reafons appears to be 
folid, and many of his obfervations jufl. From this 
encomium, however, I muft exclude the flories he 
has introduced of the Huron and Floridan women, 
which I think I miglit venture to pronounce fabulous. 

I fhall only add, to give my readers a move conw 
prehenfive view of Monfieur Charlevoix's diflertation, 
the method he propofes to come at the truth of what 
we are in fearch of. 

The only means by- which this can be done, he 
fays, is by comparing the language of the Americans 
with the diflFerent nations from whence we might 
.fuppofe they have peregrinated. If we ^osa^re the 
, . former 
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fofmer with thofe words that are confidered las prim- 
itives, It might poffibly fet us upon fome happy dis- 
covery. And this way of afcending to the original of 
nations, which is by far the leaft equivocal, is not to 
difficult as might be imagined. We have had, and 
ftill have, travellers and miffionaries who have attained 
ihe languages that are fpoken in dll the provinces of 
the new world ; it would only be neceffary to make a 
colledlion of their grammars and vocabularies, and to 
collate them with the dead and living languages df the 
old world, that pafs for originals, and the fimilarity 
might eafily be traced. Even the different dialedb, ia 
fpite of the alterations they have undergone, ftill re- 
tain enough of the mother tongue to furnifh confider- 
ble lights. 

Any inquiry into the manners, cuftoms, religion, 
or traditions of the Americans, in order to diTtover 
by that means their origin, he thinks would prove 
fallacious. A difquifition of that kind, he obferves, 
is only capable of producing a falfe light, more likely 
to dazzle, and to make us wander from the right 
path, than to lead us with certainty to the point pro- 
jpofed. 

Ancient traditions are effaced from the minds of 
fuch as either have not, or for feveral ages have been 
without thofe helps that are neccflju^ to preferve 
them. And in this fituation is full one half of the 
world. New events, and a new arrangement of 
things, give rife to new traditions, which efface the 
former, and are themfelves efiaced in turn. After 
one or two centuries have pafied, tliere no longer re- 
main any traces of the firft traditions ; and thus we 
jjffe involved in a ftate of uncertainty. 

He concludes with the following remarks, among 
many others. Unforefeen accidents, tempefts, and 
ihtpwrecksn have certainly contributed to people every 
habitable part of the world : and ought we ta wonder 
-after Uus^ at pjnrc^ivii^ cextain refemUances^ both of 
. . pcrfons 
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perfons and manners between nations that are moft 
remote from each other, when we find fitch a differ- 
ence between thofe that border on one another ? As 
we arc deftitute of hiftorical monuments, there isf 
nothing, I repeat it, but a knowledge of the primitive 
languages that is capable of throwing any hght upon 
thefe clouds of impenetrable darknefs. 

By this inquiry we fhould at leaft be fatisfied, among 
that prodigious number of various nations inhabiting 
America, and differing (b much in languages from 
each other, which are thofe who make ufe of words 
totally and entirely different from thofe of the old 
world, and who, confequently, muft be reckoned to 
have pafled over to America in the earlieft ages, and 
thofe, who, from the analogy of their language with 
fuch as are at prefent ufed in the three other parts of 
the globe, leave room to judge that their migration 
has been more recent, and which ought to be attribut- 
ed 16 Ihipwrecks, or to fome accident fimilar to thofe 
which have been fpoken of in the courfe of *this 
treatife. 

I {hall only add the opinion of one author more, 
before I give my own fentiments on the fubjeft, and 
that is of James Adair, Efq. who refided forty years 
among the Indians, and publiflied the hiftory of them 
in the year 1772. In his learned and fyftematical 
hiftory of thofe nations, inhabiting the weftern parts 
of the moft fouthern of the American colonies ; this 
gentleman, without hefitation, pronounces that the 
American Aborigines are defcended from the Ifrael- 
ites, either whilft they were a maritime power, or 
foon after their general captivity. 

This defcent he endeavors to prove from their 
religious rites, their civil and martial cuftoms, their 
marriages, their funeral ceremonies, ' their manners, 
language, traditions, and from a variety of other par-* 
ticulars. And fo complete is his conviction on this 
head, tliat he fai^cies he fiads a perfeft and indifputa-. 
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ble fimilitnde in each. Throngh all thefe I have not 
time to ibllow him, and fhall therefore only give a 
fe\f extracts to fhow on what foundation he builds 
his conjedures, and what degree of credit he is en- 
titled to on this point. 

He begins with obferving, that though fome have 
fuppofed the Americans to be defcended from the 
Chinefe, yet neither their religion, laws, nor cuftom;s^ 
9gree in the leail with thofe of the Chinefe ; which 
iiiffidently proves that they are not of this line* Be«- 
fides, as our beift (hips jare now almoft half a year in 
failing for China (our author does not here recoUcft 
that this is from a high northern latitude, acrofs the 
Line, and then back again greatly to the northward 
of it, and not direftly athwart the Pacific Ocean, fwr 
only one hundred and eleven degrees) or from thence 
to Europe, it is very unlikely they fixouid attempt fuch 
dangerous difcoveri^s, with their fuppofed fmall vef- 
fds, ag^inft rapid currents, and in dark and fickly 
Monfbons. 

He further remarks, that this is more particularly 
improbable, as there is . reafon to believe that this Jna- 
tion' was unacquainted with the uie of the loadftone 
to direft their courfe. China, he fays, is about eight 
thoufand miles diflant from the Ammcan continent^ 
which is twice as far as acroi^ the Atlantic Ocean. 
And we are not informed by any ancient writer of 
their maritime fkill, or fo much as any inclination 
that way, befides fmall coafiing voyages/ The winds 
Wew likewifei with little variation from eafl to wefl 
within the latitudes thirty and odd, north and fouth ; 
and therefore thefe could not drive them on the 
Aiherican coaft, it lying diredUy contrary to fiich a 
•ourfe. 

Neither could perfons, accor(&ig to this writer^s ac- 
count, fail to Aoierica from the north by the way of 
Tartary or ancient Scythia ; that, from its fituation, 
netef having been or eta bea maritime pow& j and 

it 
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if is utterly iroprafticable, he fays, for any to come 
to America by fea from that quarter. Befides, the 
remaining traces of their religious ceremonies and 
civil and martial cuiloms are quite oppofite to the 
like veftiges- of the Old Scythians. Even in the mod- 
erate northern climates there is not to be feen the 
-Icaft trace of any ancient ftately building^^r of any 
thick fettlements, as are faid to remain in the lew 
healthy regions of Peru and Mexico. And feveral 
of the Indian nations ai3hre us, that they crofTed the 
Miffifippi before they made their prdfent northern 
fettlements ; which, connefted with the former ar- 
guments, he concludes will fufiiciently exploae that 
weak opinion of the American Aborigines being liii* 
eally defcended from the Tartars or ancient Scy* 
thians* 

Mr. AdaVs reafons for fiippofing that the Ameri« 
cans derive their origin from the Jews are, 

Firft, bccaufc they are divided into tribes, and have 
chiefs over them as the Ifraelites had. 

Secondly, bec^ufe, as by a ftrift permanent divine 
precept, the Hebrew nation ^erc ordered to worfhip, 
at Jerufalem, Jehovah, the true and living God, fb 
do the Indians, Ailing him Tohewah. The ancient 
Heathens, he adds, it is well known woHhipped a 
plurality of gods, but the Indians pay their religious 
devoirs to the Great beneficent fupreme holy i^urit 
of Fire, who refide^, as they think, aboye the clouds, 
and on earth alfo with unpolluted people. They pay 
no adoration to images, or to dead perfbn^, neidu$r 
to the cdeftial luminaries, to evil fpirits^ nor to 
any crtated beings whatever. 

Thirdly, bccaufe, agreeable to the theocracy or di* 
vine government of Ifrael, the Indians think the Dei-^ 
ty to be the inmiediate head of their ftate. 

Fourthly, bccaufe, as the Jews believe in the min* 
iftrat«|n of atigds, the Indiams alfo believe that the 
higher rcj^ons are inhabited by good fpirits. 

' * Fixthlyy 
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This cOAclufion is the mofl: rational I am abl^ to 
^ifzw, fuppoiing that iince the Aborigines gat looting 
en this continent, no extraordinary or fiiddea cKange 
in the pofltion or furface .of it has taken place, front, 
innndations, earth<|uakes, or any revolutions of the 
<vth that we are at prefent unacquainted with* 

To me it appears highly improbable that it ihoitkl 
hdve becQ peopled fropi diSerent qparters, acrofi the 
Ocean, as others have aflerted. From the fize of the 
fliips made u& of in tbofe early ages, ^d the want 
of the compafs, it cannot be fuppofed that any mart- 
time nation would by choice Tenture ovpr the nhfatlir 
omable ocean, in fearch of diftant continents. Had 
this however been attempted, or ha^ 'America been 
firft accidentally peopled from Alps freighted with 
pdf&ngers of both fcxes, which were driven by ffarong^ 
eafterly winds acrc^ the Atlantic, t^t fettkrs muft 
have retained fome traces of the language of the 
country from whence they migrated ^ and this, finoe 
the diurovery of it by the Europeans, muft have been 
xdade out. It alfo appears extraordinary that ftvcni 
x>£ thefe accidental migrations, as altewcd by fotne, 
and thefe from different parts, ihould have taken 
place. 

Upon thewhote, after the moij: critical inqnifies, 
^d the matured deliberation, I am of opinion, that 
America ^received its firft iYihaWtants fivm tlie noith«> 
caft, by way of the great Archipelago juft mentioned, 
and from thefe alone. But this miglit have been efr 
fc6ted at diffei'ent times, and fi'om various parts : 
from Tartary, China, Japon, or Kamfchatka, the in^ 
habitants of thefe places refembling each other in 
colour, features, and jB^ape 5 and who, before fome of 
them acqijired a knowledge of the arts and fciencies, 
n\ight have life\ewife refembled each other in their 
jnannerSi cuftoms, religion, and language. ^ 

The only difference between the Chinefe nation m4 
J;hc Tartars lies in the cultivated ftatc of the one, ;md 

tl^c; 
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ifie uopc^fiied fituatioa of others* The former hayp 
become d commercial peoplej vmi dwell in hoafes^ 
formed idto regular towns and cities v the latter live 
chiefly isi tents^ zixi rove abovt in difi&retit Jbordeaj 
without any fixed abode. Nor czn the long adA 
bloody^ wars thefe two itations have been Imgaged ii:ti^ 
exterminate their hereditary fimilitude. The prefeiia: 
family of the Qiinefib en^ierors is of Tartarian ext- 
traAion ^ smd if they were not fenitWe of fome claim 
b^de 4hat of congueft^ fo numerous a pec^ple would 
Icarcefy At (ynet under the dominicxi of ftrangers^ 

It h. very evident that fome of the mannei^ and 
cuftoms of the American Indians refemUe thofe of 
the Tartars ; and I make no doubt but that in feme 
fiiture aera^ and this not a very difiant oae^ k tirili 
be reduced to a certainty> that during fome of the . 
wars between the Tartars and the Chinefe, a paxt 
cf Ae inhabitants of the northern provinces wcr6 
driven from their native coimtry, and took rcfiige in 
Ibme of the ides befbriSD:\ention6dy and from thencd 
found their way into America. At diflircnt periods 
each nation might prove viAorious, andtiie conquered 
by turns fly before their concpcrors y and from hence 
might arife the iimtiitude of the Indkns to :dl ^diefc 
ixeople, wad that animofity which exifts between fo 
iaany of their tribes. 

It appears jdainly to mee that a great iktiilarity /b^* 
tnre€ii the Indians and Chinefe i3 confpicuouB in that 
particular cuftom of (having or plucking off the hair, 
and leaving only a fmall tuft on the crown of tht 
head. This mode i& faid to imve been enjoined hf 
the Tartarian emperors on their acceffion to thethfortd 
of China, ^d confequentfy is a farther piroof that thit 
^ftom was in ufe among the Tartars ; to whoi^i aa 
well as the Chinde^ the Americans might be indebt* 
led for it. • 

Many words alio are ilfed both by the ChiAefe and 
iadias^ which ha?e 91^ rdembl^mce to eaich other, not 

only 



124 CARVER^s TRAVBliS. 

iHiIy in their found, bfut tikcir ftgnification;' -TIxDCt^ 
nefe call a flave, -ftiungo' } aild the Naudoweflie Inr 
dians> whofe language, from their little intercourft 
with the £ur6peas>s, is theleaft corrupted vtopm a dog, 
ftungufli. The former denominate one. fpccics of 
their tea, flaoufong ^ - the ktter call their toBacco^ 
flioufeffau. Many other of the words ufed by the In^ 
dians contain the fyllables che, chaw, and chu^ after 
the dialeft of the Chinefej >; 
- There probably might be foukid a fimilar coraieftion 
between the language ofi the Tartars and the Ameri* 
cdtt Aborigines, were we as well acqnainted with it 
as we are, from a commercial intercourfe, \^ith thatof 
the Chincfe. ,'•'.♦ 

I am confirmed in thefe conjeftures^ by tliej ac- 
counts of Kamfchatka, publifhed a few years ago by 
Order ef the Emprefs of RujBia. The author of Avhici 
(ays, that the fea which divides that peninfula from 
America is full of iflands ^ and th^t the diftance be- 
tween. Tfchukotfkoi Nofs, a promontory which lies 
at the eaftern extremity of thit country, and the 
coaft of America, is not. more than two degrees and 
a half of a great circle. He further fays, that ther^ 
k the greateft reafon to fuppofe that Alia and Amer- 
ica once joined at this place,_as the coafts of both con- 
tinents appear to have been broken into capes and 
bays, which anfwer- each other 5 more efpecially as 
the inhabitants of this part of both refemble each 
oiher in their perfons, habits, cuftoms, and food. 
Their language, indeed, he obferves, does not appear 
to be the fame, but then. the. inhabitants of each diC- 
trift. in Kamfchatka fpeak a language as different from 
f ach other, aa from that fpoken on the opppfite coaft. 
Xhefe obfervations^i to which he- adds, the fimiiarity 
of the boats ^ol the-inhabit^t^ of eaph coaft, and a 
remark that the nati^'cs of this part of America ar« 
tvholty ftrangers to wine and to tob^ccp, which he looks 
upon as a proof that they have as ye,t Jia4 no commu* 

nication 
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Hicatidn with the nati'^es of Europe, he fajrs, amount 
€o little !efs than a denionftratioii that America Was 
peopl^ from this part of Afia, 

Thfc limits of my prefent undfertaking will not per- 
ihit ttic to dwell any longer on this fubjeftj or to enu- 
j&iterate any other proofs iii favor of my hypothefis. 
t aiii, however, fo thoroughly convinced of the cer- 
tainty of it, and fo defirous have I been to obtain 
every teftimony which can be procured in its fupport, 
that I once made an ofier to a private Ibciety of gen- 
tlemen, who were curious in fufch- refearches, and to 
whom I had (Communicated my fentiments on tliiiJ 
f oint, that i would Undertake a journey, 6ft receiv- 
ing fuch fupplies as Were needful, through the north- 
caft parts of Europe and ACa to the interior parts of 
America^ and from thence to England ; making, as 
t proceeded, fuch obfervations both on the languages 
and manners of the people with whom I ihouid be 
converfant, as might tend to illuftrate the doftrine I 
have here laid down, and to fatisfy the curiofity of 
the learned or mquifitive : btit as this propofal was 
jiidged rather to require a national than a private 
IblSport, it was not carried into execution!'^ 

I am happy to' findi fince, I fortned the foregoing^ 
eonclufions, that they corrcfpond with the fentiments 
of that great and learned* hiftbriahi !6oftot Robert- 
fon 5 and though with hitn, I acknowledge that the 
inyeftigation, from its nature, is fo'obfcure and intri- 
cate, that the conjectures' I hafe made can only be 
eonfidered as' conjeihires, and not indifputable con- 
clofions, yet they carry with them a greater degree 
of probability than the f(ipp6fitioft<l ox^thofe who af* 
fert that this continent was peopled from another . 
quarter. 

One of the Dbflor's quotations froih the Journals: 

i»f Behrir^ and Tlchirikow, who failM from Kami* 

fchatka, about the year 174 fj in-^ueft of the New 

World; appears to cany great weight with it^ and to 

1,% afford 
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aftbrd, our conclufions firm fupport : « Thcfc codv 
manders having ihaped their courfe towards the eaft, 
difcovered land, which to them appeared to be part 
of the American continent j and according to their 
oblervations, it feems to be fitiiated within a few dCi- 
grecs of the hortJhweft coaft of California. They 
had there lome rntercSurfe with the inhabitants, ^wh^ 
feemed to them to refemble the North Americans ; 
as they prefented to the Ruffians the Calumcit or Pipe 
of Peace, which is a fymbol of friendfhip uniyerfal 
among the people of North America and an ufage of 
arbitrary inftitution peculiar to them." 

One of this incomparable writer's own arguments 
in fupport of his hypothefis, is alfo urged with ^eat _ 
judgment, and appears to be nearly conclufive. He 
fays, "We may lay it down as a certain principle in 
this inquiry, that America was not peojded by any 
nation of the ancient continent, which had made con- 
iidcrable progrefs in civilization. The inhabitants of 
the -New World were in a ftate of fociety fo extremes 
jy rude, as to be unacquainted with thofe arts which 
are the firft eilays of human ingenuity in its advance 
towards improvement. Even the moii cultivated ,na^ 
tions of America were ftrangers to many of thofe 
^ fimple inventions, whicli were almoft coeval with fok 
ciqty in bther parts of the world, and were known 
in the icarlieft periods of civil life. From this it is 
manifeft that the tribes which originally migrated to 
America, came off from nations which muft have 
been no lefs barbarous than their pofterity, at the 
tinie when they were^ firft difcovered by the Euro- 
peans. If ^ver the ufe of iron had been known tp 
the fiivage^ of Am^rica^* or to their progenitors, if 
ever they had employed a plough, a loom, or a forgij, 
th? utility of Xhe^ inventions ^ would - have prefervM 
theqpi, and Jti^ in^poffible that they fhould have bcca 
abandoned or forgotten.'.* . 

: . ; '' \ CHAP. If; 
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^ CHAPTER II. 

OF rnniR PERSONS, I^RESS, £?V. 

£ ROM the firfl: fettlement of the French in 
Canada^ to the conqueft of it by the Englifli in 1 760, 
feveral of that nation, who had travelled into the 
interior parts nof North America, either to trade with 
the Indians, or to endeavor to make converts of thecb, 
have publifhed acco6nts of their cuftoms, manners, &c« 

The principal of thefe are Father Louis Hennipin, 
Monf. Charlevoix, and the Baron Le Hontan. The 
firft, many years ago, publifhed fome very judicious 
repaarks, which he was the better enabled to do by 
the aiSftance he received from t}ie ms^ and diaries 
of the unfortunate M. De la Salle, who was aflaffin- 
ated whiift he was on hb travels, by fome of his 
own party. That gentleman's journals falling into 
Father Hennipin's hand, he was enabled by them.to 
publifh many interefting particulars relative tto the 
Indians. But in fome refpedh he ftU very {hort of 
that knowledge which it was in his .power to have 
.attained from his long refidence among them. Nor 
was he always (as has been already^ obferved) exaA 
in his calculations, or juft in the. ijitelUgence he has 
given us* 

The accounts publifhed by the other twa,.'particit- 
larly thofe of Charlevoix, are very erroneous in the 
geographical parts, and mai^y of the ftones^tiM by 
. the Baron are mere deliifions. v • . 

Some of the Jefuits, who ^heretofore travelled into 

thefe partSy have alfp/wri^te|i. pa.tbisjfubjed i but as 

, few, if any, of their works have been timnflated into 

tl^c EngUa language, the generality of readers arc 

not 



not benefited hj them ; and^ indeed^ had this been 
done thcf would have leaped but few advantages 
from them> as they have chiefif confined their obfer-* 
nations (p the religiot^ principles of the favages, and 
the fteps'' taken for their converfioti. 

Since the conqueft ef Ganada^ Axiie of our own 
countrymen who have liVed among the Indians^ and' 
learned their language,- have publi&ed their obferva- 
ttons ; howev^,. ds tfaeir tfaVeti h^te not extended to' 
aoiy of the interior parts I ttc^t of, but have only 
been made among thb mtkftis that bolder cm otir fet<*^ 
liements, a knowledge of jhe genuine aiid trneontam'S- 
if»ited cuftoms and manners of the Indians could* 
not have been acquired by theiffi 

The foiichem tribes, smd thoft th« have held a 
conftant mtercouHe with the l^eneh or Ehglifh^ can- 
not have prefcrved Aeir manners op their euftoms in 
theb original purity. Thdy could not avoid acqair- 
in'g the vices with the language of thofe they con-o- 
verfed with *, afid the frequent intoxications they ex* 
penenced through the Ikmefiil juices, intrdduced'^ 
among diem by the Europesuis,. have completed a 
tots^ akeratictti in theifr charaiiers. 

In fuok as thefe, ,a confufedl^ medley of principles^ 
or ufages are only to be dbfeYyed ; their real and 
unpolluted cuftom, could be feen among thofe na« 
tions alone that hav^ held but Qttle communicatioii^ 
liHdi the provin^^ Tl%efe I Ibiind in the norths 
VK^ parts, viA Att^ott flatter myfelf th^ I am 
able to give a more juft account of the cuftoms and 
naamers ol the Indiim)$, in their stndent purity, than 
any dial has been Mlherto^publHhed. I have made 
eUervatmss on thirty ntitibns^ and though moft of 
thefe have difiered in their languages, there has ap-- 
feared a gresr ftmiiaipky iri their manners, and from 
Aefe ha;^ I endeavoured to tx^nad the foUowing re^ 

A* 
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As I do not Tirppofe to give a regular and eonneA- 
ed fyftem of Indian concerns, but only to relate fuch 
particulars of their manners, cuftoms, &c. as I thought 
mofi worthy of notice, and which interfere as little as 
poffible with the accounts given by other writers, I 
muft beg jay readers to excufe their not being ar- 
ranged fyftematically, or treated of in a niQre copious 
manner. , ^ 

The Indian nations do not appear to me to differ 
fo widely in t&eir m^e, colour, or ^conftitution from 
each other, as reprefented by fome writers. They 
are in general flight made, rather tall and ftraight^ 
and you feldom fee any among them deformed, their 
ikin is of a reddifh or copper colour j their eyes are 
large and black, and their hair of the £une hue, but 
very rarely is it curled ; they have good teeth, and 
their breath is as fweet as the air they draw in ; 
their cheek bones rather raifed, but more fo in the 
women than the men ; and the former are not quite 
fo tall as the European, women, however, you frie* 
q^ntly meet with good faces and agreeable perfons 
among them, although they are more inclined to be 
fat than the other fex. 

I fball not enter into a particular inquiry whether 

the Indians are indebted to nature, art or the temper* 

ature of the climate for the colour of their Ikin, nor 

fhall I quote any of the contradiftory accounts I 

have read on this fubjeft 5 I ihall. only fay, that it 

N appears to me to be the tinfture they received origin-* 

sjly from th^ hands of their Creator v but at what 

period the variation which is at prefent vifible, both 

in the complexion and features of many nations took 

placCj at what time the European whitenefs, the jetty 

hue of the African, or the copper caft of the American 

were given them ; which was the original colour of 

the firft^^inhabitants of the earth, or which might be 

efteemed the moft perfeft, I will not .pretend to. deter* 

9une« 

Many 
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Sta&f uriters hsive • afierted, that tke indiaasj erem 
Sift the raalurefl period of their exiftence, ardonlf 
fttrmflied with hair on iJicir beads' ^ and that notwith- 
ftanding the profusion with which that part is cav<» 
credy thofe parts which «aayong the inhabitants of 
ather climates are uTualif tke £eat of this excrefcence^ 
Demain entirtlj free firona it. Even Dr. Robertftm^ 
through their miireprefentations, has contributed ta 
propagate the erroor ', and {ufpoGng the remark juftly 
feanded, has drawn feverai conchefions from it rel^ 
^ve to the habit and tetx^erataxre of their bodies, 
which are confequently invalid. But from minute 
kuyiiries, smd a curious inipoAion^ I aoa able to de* 
dare (howeter refpedbable I may hold the authoritsf 
Hf thdie hiftoriwis in other points) that their afiertions^ 
are erroneotts> and proceeding from the want of a. 
thorough kncywledge^ of the cufboms of the Indians* 

Afcer the age nf puberty, their bodies, in their nat-» 
ural ftate are covered in the fame manner as thoft 
of the Europeans. The men, indeed, efteem a beard 
¥er)r unbecoming, and take great pains to get rid of 
it, nor is there any ever tp be perceived oa their facss^ 
except when thejr grow old and become inatteatiive 
to their appeamnce. Eirery crinone efBorefcence on 
the other parts of the body is held uiiTeemiy by thenv 
and both fexes ex^ploy much time in their extirpation. 

The NaudoweSksj and the remote nations, pluck 
them out with bent pieces of hard wood, formed into 
a kind of nippers : whilft tboCe who have communis* 
cation with Europeans procure from them, wire, which 
thejT twill into a &rew or worm*, applying this to the- 
part, they preis the ring^ together, and with a fuddea 
twich draw om aM :die hairs that abe eticioled be- 
tween them^ 

The men of every nation difier m. their dreis venr 
iittle from each other, except thofe who tspde with 
the Europeans ; theie exchange their furs for blank* 
ets^ ihirtSi and other apparelji which they wear as 

much 



CARVER'S TRAVELS. t^v 

wmK:h for tMmainent ^$ neccMtj. The htlcf faOm 
hj a girdle around their waiib about half a yard of 
broadcloth^ which covers the middle parts of their 
bodies* Thofe who wear ihirts never make tfaetn 
iaft either at the wrift or collar ; this would be a meSk 
iafiifierable coftflseifient to them. They throw their 
blanket loofe upon their ihoald^^rs, aixl holding the 
upper fide «f it by the two corners^ with a Icnife ia 
one hand» and a tobacco pouch, pipe, itc. in the 
oi^er ; th«s accoutred they walk abwt in their vil<« 
Uges or camps : but in thek dances they feldom wear 
this covering. * 

Thofe among the men who wifii to appear gayer 
than the reft, ^Jttck from their heads all the hair, 
except from a fpot on the top of it, abont the fise of 
a crown piece, where it is permitted to grow to a 
confideraUe lengdi : on this are £iften€d phmtes of 
feathers of variens.colorffs, with fihrer or ivory quiils« 
The manner of cuttinjg and ornamenting this part 
of the head difiingui&es difiereiit nations from each 
other. 

They paint their faces red and black, which they 
efteem as greatly ornamental. They alfo paint them- 
felves whai Aey go to war ; but the method they 
make ufe of on this occasion differs from that wherein 
4hey ufe it merdy as a decoration* 

The young Indians, who are defirous of excelling 
thek* companions in finiary^ flit the outward rim cf 
both their ears; at the fame time they t^kc care not 
to iepantte them entirely, but leave the flefh thus cut, 
ftill untouched at' both extremities, around- this fpongy 
fubftance, from the upper to the lower part, they twilt 
brafs wire^ till the weight draws the amputated rim in 
.a bow of five or fix inches diameter, and drags it al- 
. moft doM^n to the fhotdder. This decoration is efteem- 
.ed to be exceffivdy gay and beoMning. 

it is 1^ a common cu^ftom among them to httre 
their nokSf and wear in them pendants of diferost 

forts. 
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iheir huts or tents. They cdtiflruft the latter in tJic 
following fimple and e^tpeditious manner. 

Being provided with poles of a proper length, they 
faftcn two of them acrofs, near their ends, with bands 
made of bark. Having done this, they raife them 
tip, and extend the. bottom of each as wide as they 
propofe to make the area of the tent : they then ereft 
others of an equal height, and £x them fo as to fup* 
port the two principal ones. On the whole they lay 
ikins of the elk or deer, fewed together, in quantity 
' fufficient to coyer the f oles, and by lapping over to 
form the dopr. A great numbex' of &ins are fome* 
times required for th^s purpbfe, as fome of their tents 
are very capacious* That of the chief warrior of the 
Naudoweffies was at leifl: foxty feet in circumference, , 
and very comiiiodious. 

They obfervc no regularity in fixing their tents 
when they encamp, but place them juft as it fuits 
their conyeniericy. 

The hu^ts alfo, which thofe who ufc not tents, creft 
when they travel, for yery few tribes have fiied abodes, 
or regular towns, or villages, are equally fimple, and 
almbft as foon coriftrufted. 

They fix ftnall pliable poles in the ground, and 
bending tjiem till they meet at the top and form a 
femicircle, then lafh them together. Thfefe they 
cover with mats made of nifties platted, or with birch 
bark, which thiejr c.arrjr with them in their canoes for 
this purpofe. 

Thefc cabins have neither chimnics nor windows \ 
there is only a fmall aperture left in the middle of the 
roofs through which the fmoke is difcharged, but 
as this is obliged to be fliopped up when it rains or 
fnows yioleritly, the fmoke then proves exceedingly 
troublefome. 

They lie on fkins, generally thofe of the bear, 
which* arc placed in rows on the ground ; and if the 
^bor Li not large enough to contain beds fufficient for, 

the 
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ttc accommodation of the whole family, a frame is 
crefted about four or five feet from the groundin 
which the yoimger part of it fleep. 

As the habitations of the Indians are thus rude, 
their domeftic utenfils are few in number, and plaia 
HI their formation. The toois wherewith they fafh- 
ion them are fb aukward and defeftivc, that it is not 
only impoffibie to form them with any dfegree of neat- 
nefs or elegance, but the time required in the exccu* 
tion is fo confidttrable, as to deter them from engaging 
in the manufaf^iure of fuch as are not abfolutely nee* 
cflary. 

Tlie Naudoweflies make the pots in which they 
boil their viftuals of the black clay or ftone mention- 
ed in my journal : which refifts the effedls of fire, 
nearly as well as iron. When they roaft, if it is ^ 
large joint, or a whole animal, fuch as a beaver, thej 
fix it as Europeans do, on a fpit n^die-^ef^ard wood, 
and placing the ends on twofcfEed props, now and 
then turn it. If the piece is fmaller they fpit it as 
before, and fixing the fjpit in an ere£t but flantin^ 
pofition, with the meat inclining towards the fire, 
frequently change the fides, till every part is fu£« 
ciently roafled. 

They make their difhes in which they ferye up 
their meat, and their bowls and pans, out of the knot- 

?' excrefcences of the maple tree or any other wood, 
hey fafbdon their ipoons with a tolerable degree of 
neatnefs (as thefe require much lefs trouble than large 
utenfils) froni a wood that is termed in America, 
Spoon Wood, and which greatly refemblcs boxwood* 
Every tribe are now poflcflfcd of knives, and fteels 
to ftrike fire ^ith* Thefe being fo efl-entially need- 
ful for the common ufes of life, thofe who have not aa 
immediate communication with the European trader^^ 
purchafe them of fiick of their neighbors as are fituat- 
cd nearer the fettlements> aad generally give in ex- 
change for them fi^ves.. 

CHAP. IIL 
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CHAPTER III. 

Di? THLiR MJNNERSy SALIFICATIONS, i-fc. 

^ V HEN the Indian women fit down, they 
place thcmfelves in a decent attitude, with their knees 
ciofe together ; but from being accuftomed to this 
pofture, they walk badly, and appear to be lame. 

They have no fnidwives among them, their climate, 
or. fome peculiar happinefs in their conftitutions, ren- 
dering any aflillance at that time ifnnecefTary. On 
thofe occasions they are confined but afe^v hours from 
their ufual employments, which are commonly very 
laborious, as the men, who are remarkably indolent, 
leave to them every kind of drudgery ; even in their 
hunting parties the former will not deign to bring 
home the game,' bat fend their wives for it, though it 
lies at a very confiderabic diftance. 

The, women place their children foon after they 
nre born on boards fl:uffed with foft mofs, fuch as is 
fomid in morafles or meadows. The child is laid 
on its back in one of this kind of cradles, and being 
wrapped in fkins or cloth to keep it warm, is fecured 
in it by fmall bent pieces^'of timber. ' 

To thcfe machines, they faften firings, by which 
they hang them to branches of trees ; or, if they find 
not trees at hand, fefiien them to a ftump or ftone, 
whilft they tranfaft any needful bufinefs. In this 
pofition are the children kept for fome months, when 
they are taken out, the boys are fuffered to go naked, 
and the girls are covered, from the neck to the knees, 
with a fhift and a fliort petticoat. 

The Indian women ai-^ tenarkably deceftt during 
their menfi;raal illnefs. Th<^ nations thfejr^ire mofl: 
remote from the European fettlements, as the Nau- 

doweflies^ 
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doweffi^, &c. are more particularly attetitive to this 
point ; tiiougli they all, without e^tception, adhere in 
feme dipgree to the fame cuftom. 

In every campr or town there is an apartment ap« 
propj:i2U:ed for their retirement at this time, to which 
both fingle and married retreat, and fediide them- 
fclves with the utmoft ftri&xefi during this period 
&om all fbciety. Afterwards they purify themfelve* 
in running ftreams> and return ta their different em- 
ployments. 

The men on thde occaffons moft carefiiH'y avoid 
folding any communication with them 5 and the 
Naudoweffies are fo rigid in this obfcrvance, that 
they will not fuffer any belonging to them to fetch 
fuch things as are neceffary, even fire, from: thefe 
female lunar retreats^ though the want of them is at- 
tended with the greateft inconvenience. They are- 
alfo fo fuperftitious as to think, if a pipeftem cracks, 
which among them is made of wood, that the pof- 
feflbr has cither lighted it at one of thefe polluted 
fires, or held feme converfe with a woman during, 
her retirement, which is efleemed by them moft dif* 
^aceful and wicked. 

The Indians are extremely circumfpeft and delib- 
erate in evefy word and a<Sion ; there is nothing that 
hurries them into any intemperate warmth, but that 
inveteracy to their enemiesj which is rooted in every 
Indian's heart, and never -can be eradicated. In all 
other inftances they are cool,, and remarkably cau-^ 
tious, taking care not to betn^y on any account what- 
ever their emotions. If an Indian has difcovered 
that a friend is in danger of being intercepted and cut 
off by one to whom he has rendered liimf^lf obnox- 
ious ^ he does not inform him in plain and explicit 
terms of the danger he runs by purfuing the track 
near which hi^ enemy lies in wait for him, but he 
$rft coolly aiks him which way he is going that day ^ 
and haying received his . anfwer, with the fame indif- 
M a ~ fcrcncc 
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ference tells him that he has been informed- that a 
dog lies nezy the fpot, which might probably do him 
a mifchief. This . hint proves fufHcient ; and his 
friend avoids the danger with as mnch caution as if 
every defign and motion of his enemy had been point- 
ed out to him. 

This apathy . often fhews itfelf on occafions that 
would call forth all the fervor of a fixfceptible 'heart. 
If an Indian has been abfent from his family and 
friends many months, either on a war or hunting 
party, when his wife and children meet him at fome 
diftance from his habitation, inftead of the affeftionate 
fenfations that would naturally arife in the breaft of 
more refined beings, and be productive of mutual con- 
gratulations, he continues his courfe without paying 
the leaft attention to thofe who furround him, till he 
arrives at his home. 

He there fits down, and with the fame unconcern 
ns if he had not been abfent a day, fmokes his pipe ; 
thofe of his acquaintance who followed him, dp the 
fame •, and perhaps it is feveral hours before he relates 
to them the incidents which have befallen hini during 
his al^fence, though perhaps he has left a father, 
brother, or Ton on the field, whofe lofs he ought to 
have lamented, or has been unfuccefsful in the under- 
taking that called him from his home. 

Has an Indian been engaged for feveral days in 
the chace, or on any other' laborious expedition, and 
by accident continued thus long without food, when 
he arrives at the hut or tent of a friend where he 
Jcnows his wants may be immediately fupplied, he 
takes care not to fhow the leaft fymptoms of impa- 
tience, or to betray the extreme hunger by which he 
is tortured 5 but on being invited in, fits contented- 
ly down, and fmokes his pipe with as much compo- 
fure as if every appetite was allayed, and he was per- 
fcftly at eafe •, he does the fame if among ftrangers. 
This cuftom is ftriftl/ adhered to by every tiribe, as 

they 
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they efteem it a proof of fortitude, ancl think the re- 
vcrfe would entitle th«n to the appellation of old 
■women. 

If you tell an Indian that his children have greatly 
fignalized themfelves agamft an enemy, have taken 
many fcalps, and brought hpme many prifooers, he 
does not appear to feel JMiy extraordinary pleafure on 
the occafion j his anfwer generally is, <^ it is well," and 
he makes very little hiquiry about it. On the contra- 
ry, if you inform him that his children are flain or 
taken prifoners, he ^ makes no complaints, he only 
replies, ** it docs not fignify 5-" and probably, for fome 
time at leaft, afks not how it happened. 

This feeming indifierence, however, does not pro- 
ceed from an entire fuppreffion of the natural affec- 
tions ; for notwithftanding they are efteemed favages, 
I never faw among any other people greater proofs of 
parental or filial' tendemefs ; and although they meet 
their wives after a long abfence with the iloical indif- 
ference juft mentioned, they are not, in general, void 
of conjugal affeftion. 

Another peculiarity is obfervable in their manner 
of paying their vifits. If an Indian goes to vifit a 
particular perfon in a family, he mentions to' whom 
his vifit is intended, and the reft of the family im- 
mediately retiring to the other end of the hut or tent, 
are careful not to come near enough to interrupt them 
during the whole of the converfation. The famfe 
method is purfued if a man goes to pay his refpe^ls to 
one of the other fex ; but then he muft be careful not 
to let love be the fubje^l of hb difcourfe, whilft the 
daylight remains. 

The Indians difcover an amazing fagacity, and ac- 
quire with the greateft readineis any thing that de- 
pends upon the Attention of the mind. By experience 
and an acute obfervation, they attain many perfec- 
tions to which Europeans are ftrangers. For in- 
ftance, they will crofe a foreft or ajplain which is 

two 
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two hujndred miles m breadth, dx^ re^cfa with grea^ 
^^ftn^f^ the point at \?fhiclvthey intend to arrive^ 
keeping during, the whole of that Ipace in a dke^ 
^ne, withp3ft a^jr iqr^terial deviatio»s ;; and this they 
);5rill do with the fyuf^ eafe, ip^hether the weather he 
feir or cloudy. 

With equal acutenefs wiU tli^ey point to th^t par^ 
f)f the heavens the fua is in, though it be intercept- 
ed "by clouds or ^g^. Be£des this, they ace able tp 
purfue with incredible facility tl^e (races of man or 
beaft, either on leaves or graft \ an4 on: this account 
it i? with great difficulty a flying enemy efcapes dis- 
covery. 

They are indebted for thefe talents not only to na- 
ture, Iwit to an extraordinary command of the intel- 
|^£bial faculties, which can only he Required by an 
unremitted attention, aiidby long expejrience. 

They are in general very hs^py ii^f a retentiye mem- 
ory i they can rec^itulate every particular that has 
been treated qf in council,^ and remem|)er t|ie exaf^ 
time when thefe were held. Their belts of wampum 
prrierve the fuWlance of the treaties they havp con- 
cluded with the neighboring tribes for ages back^ 
U> wjaich they will appeal, and refer with as much 
p^rfpicuity ^md readuguei^ as Europeazis can to their 
lyritten rpcprds. 

Every nation pay3" great refpeidj:' to oW'^ge. The* 
advice of a father ivill /eldopti meet >yith any extraor- 
dina^ attentioii fron^ the young Indians, probabl]^ 
they receive it with onjy a bare aflent 5 b^it they.will 
tremble before a j^randfatjier, and fubmit to his in- 
junftion with the utmoft alacrity. The words of the' 
ancient part of their co^mmimity are efleemed by the 
yo^ng as oracle^s. If they take during their hunt^ing 
' parties any game that is reckoned by them uncom- 
monly delicious, it is imfn^diately prelente^ to the 
eld^ft of their relations. 

They 
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They never fufFer themfelves to be overburdened 
with care, but live in a ftate of perfefi: tranquillity 
and contentment. Being naturally indolent, if provi- 
ilon juft fufficient for their fubriftence can pe procured 
with little trouble, and near at hand, they will not go 
far, or take any extraordinary pains for it, though by 
fo doing they might acquire greater plenty, and of a 
more eftimable kind. 

Having much leifure time they indulge this indo- 
lence to which they are fo prone, by eating, drinking, 
Or fleeping, and rambling about in their towns or 
camps. But when neceflity obliges them to take the 
field, either to oppofe an enemy, or to procure them- 
felves food, they are alert and indefatigable. Many 
inftances of their activity, on thefe occaflons, will be 
given when I treat of their wars. 

The infatuating fpirit of gaming is not copfined to 
Europe ; the Indians alfo feel .the bewitching impulfc 
and often lofe their arms, their apparel, and every 
thing they arc poffefled of. In this cafe, however, 
they do not follow the example of more refined gameC- 
ters, for they neither murmur nor repine ; not a fret- 
ful word efcapes them, but they bear the frowns of 
fortune with, a philofophic compofure. 

The greateft blemifli in their charadler is that fav- 
age difpofition wliich impels them to treat their 
enemies with a fe verity every other nation fhudders 
at. But if they are thus barbarous to thofe with 
whom they are at war, .they are friendly, hofpitable, 
and humane in peace. It may with truth be (aid of 
them, that they are the worft enemies, and the beft 
friends, of any people in the whole world. 

The Indians in general are ftrangers to the paflion 
of jealoufy ; and brand a man with folly that is diC- 
truftful of his wife. Among fome bands the very 
klea is not known -, as the moft abandoned ^ of their 
ypung men very rarely attempt the virtue or married 
women, nor do thefe often put themfelves in the 

way 
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vray of follcitation. Yet the Indian women in gcncr-^ 
:4 arc of an amorous temperature, and before they, 
^c married, are not the lef^ efteemed^for the inAil- 
gence of their paffions. 

The Indians in their common ftate are ftrangers- to . 
^ diftinftion of property, except in the articles of 
domeftic ufe, which every one confiders as his own^ 
and increafes as circumftanees adiaiit. 'They, are ex- 
tremely liberal to each other, and fvipply the defi- 
ciency of their friends with any fuperfiuity of their 
own. 

In dangers they readily give affiftance to thofe of 
their band, who ftand in need of it, without any ex- 
pcftation of return, eaxept of thofe juft: rewards that 
are always conferred by the Indians on merit. Gov-!- 
erned by the plain and equitable laws of nature^ every, 
pne is rewarded folely according to his deferts ; and 
their equality of condition, manners and privileges^^ 
with that conftant and fociahle familiarity lyhich 
prevails throughout every Indian nation, animates 
them witl^ a pure and truly patriotic fpirit, that tends: 
to the; general goo4 of the fociety to which they be- 
Ipng. 

If any of their neighbors are bereaved by death,^ 
or by an enemy of their children, thofe who are goC-^ 
fefled of the greateft number of flaves, fupply thp de- 
ficiency 5 and thefe are adopted by thepij and treated 
in every refpeft as if they really were the children o£ 
the peribn to whom they are prefented. 

The Indians, except -thofe who live adjoining tO; 
the Europearf ccdonies, can form to themfelves no 
idea of the v^ue of money j they confider it when 
they af'e made acquainted with the ufes to which it 
is applied by other nations, as the fource of innumer- 
able evijs. To it they attribute all the mifchiefs that 
afq prevalent among Europe^ins, fuch as treachery, 
plundering, dexafiationsj and murder* 
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They efteem it irrational that one man fhould be J 
jiofleiled of a greatier quantity dian another, and are 
amazed that any honor ihould be aainexed to the pof- 
ieffion of it. But that the want of this ufelefs metal 
fhould be the caufe of depriving perfons of their Bbelr- 
ty, and that on account of this, partial diftribution of 
*it, great numbers fhould be immured within the drea- 
ry walls of a prifbn, cut oflf from that fociety of which 
they conftitute a part, exceeds their belief. Nor do 
*hey fail, on hearing this part of the European fyftem 
€>f government related, to charge the inftitutors of it 
with a total want of humanity, and to brand them with \ 
the names of favages and brutes. 1 

They fhew almofl an equal degree of indiiferience 
for the produftions of art. When any of thefe ^re 
"ihewn them, they fay, " It is jpretty, I like to look at 
it,** hut are not inquifitive about ihe conftrudtton of 
it, neither can they form proper conceptions of its ufe. 
But if you tell them of a perfon tvho is able to run 
with great agility, that is well ikilled in hunting, can 
:dif^, with unerring aim, a gun, or bend with eafe a 
bow, that can dexterbufly ^^orfc a canoe, underftands 
the art of war, is acquainted with the fituation of a 
country, and can make his way without a guidej 
through an immenfe foreft, fubfifting during this on a 
Tmall quantity of provifions,'they are in raptures ; they 
Uften with great attention to the pleafing tale, and be- 
&0W the higheft commendations on the hero of it. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER . IV. 



^HEiR METHOD OF MECKomNG TIME, isfc. 

V-^ONSIDERING their ignorance of aftronomy, 
time IS very rationally divided by the Indians. Thofe 
in the interior parts (and of thoft I would generally be 
underflocd to-fpeak) count their years by winters ; or, 
as they exprefs themfelves, by fnows. 

« Some nations ^inong them reckon their years by 
moons, and make them confift of twelve fynodical or 
lunar montl^s, obferving, when thirty moons have 
waned, to add a fupemufhary one, which they term 
the Loft Moon 5 and then begin to count as before. 
They pay a great regard to the firft appearance of 
every moon, and on the occaiion always repeat fome. 
joyful founds, ftretching the fame time their hands to-, 
wards it. . 

Every month has with them a name expreffive of 
Its feafon ; for inftance, they call the month of March 
(in which their year generally begins at the firft New 
Moon, after the vernal Equinox) the Worm Month 
or Moon ; becaufe at this time the worms* quit their 
retreats in the bark of the trees, wood, &c. where they 
have fheltered themfelves during the winter. 

The month of April is termed by them the Month 
of Plants. May, the Month of Flowers. June, the 
Hot Moon. July, the Buck Moon. Their reafon for 
thus denominating thefe is obvious. 

Auguft, the Sturgeon Moon ; becaufe in this month, 
they catch great numbers of that fifli. 

September, the Corn Moon, becaufe in that month 
they gather in their Indian corn. 

Oftober, the Travelling Moon ; as they leave at this 
time their villages, and travel towards the place wjiere 
they intend to hunt during the winter. 

/ November, 
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. ISTovember, the Beaver Moon ; for in this month 
the beavers begin to take flielter in their houfes, hav- 
ing laid up a fufficient ftare of provifions for the win- 
ter feafon.. 

December, the Hunting Moon, becaufe they em- 
ploy this month in purfuit of their game. 

January, the Cold Moon, as it generally freezes 
harder, dnd the cold is morje ^ntenfe in 'this than in 
any other month. 

February, they call the Snow Moon^ becaufe ^orc 
fnow commonly falls daring' this month, than any 
other in the winter. 

When the moon does not fliine they fay the Moon 
49 dead ; and fome call the three laft days of it the 
naked days. The Moon's firft appearance they term 
its coming to life again. 

They make no diviiion of weeks ; but days they 
count by fleeps ; half days by pointing to the fun at 
noon ; and quarters by the rifing and the fetting of 
the fun : to exprefs which in their traditions they 
make ufeof very fignificant hieroglyphics. . 

The Indians are totally unlkilled in geography as 
^ell as all the other fciences, and yet, as I have be- 
ibre hinted, they draw on their birch bark very exa6t 
charts or maps of the countries with which they are 
acquainted. The latitude and longitude is only want- 
ing to make them tolerably complete. ' 

Their fole knowledge in aftronomy confifts in be- 
ing able to point out the pole ftar 3^ by which they 
regulate their courfe when they travel in the night. 

They reckon the diftance of places, not by miles 
or leagues, but by a day's journey, which, according 
to the beft calculations I could make, appears to be 
about twenty Engliih miles. Thefe they alfo divide 
into halves and quarters, and will demonftrate them 
in their maps with great exaftnefs, by the hierogly- 
phic$ jufl: mentioned, when they regulate in council 
, iheir war parties, or their moft diftant bunting excur- 
sus. N They 
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They have no idea of arithmetic ; and though th^ 
are able to count to any number, figtires as well a^ 
letters appear myfterious to theai, and above their 
comprehenfion. 

During my abode with the iNaudoweffie^, fome of 
the chiefe obfexving one day a draft of an eclipfe of* 
the moon, in a book of aftronomy which I held in 
my hand, ^hey defired I would perinit them to look 
at it- Happening to giye them the, book fliut, they 
began to count , the leaves till they came to the place 
in which the plate was. After they had viewed it, 
and afked many ^ueftions relative to it, I told them 
they need not to have taken fp much pains to find 
Ihe leaf on which jt was drawn, for J could not only 
4ell in an inftant the pJacp, without counting the 
Jeaves, but alfoiiow maay preceded it. 

They feemed greatly amazed at my affertion, and 
begged that I ,would demonftrate .to them the poflS- 
bJlity of doing it. To this j>urpofe I dejSred the chief 
that held the book, to open it at. any particular place, 
and juft fhewing me the page carefully to conceaj 
the edges of the les^ves, fo that I might hot be able tp 
count them. 

This he did i^srith the greateft caution ; notwitlv 
Handing which, by looking at the folio, I told him^ 
to his great furprife, the number ^f leaves. He cbuntr 
cd them regularly over, and difcoyered that I was 
cxaft. And when, after repeated trials, the Indian^ 
found I could do it ^ith great jeadinefs, and without 
ever erring in my calcdfation, they all feemed a^; 
much aftonilhed >s if I had raifcd the dead. The 
only way they could account for my knowledge, was 
by concluding that the book was a fpirit, and whif- 
pered me anfwers to whatever I demanded of it. 

This circumftance, trifling as it might appear tP 
thofe who' are lefs illiterate, contributed to increafe 
my cbnfequcnce, and to augment the favorable opiiir 
ipn they jdready cntertstined of me. 

iCHAP. y. 
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CHAP. V. 
OS rnziR GOVERNMENfy ^c. 

SLiVERY feparate body of Indians is divided 
ittto bands or tribes ; which band or tribe forms a 
Bttle community with the nation to which it belongs. 
As the nation has forae particidar fymbol by which 
it is diftinguilhed from otliers, fo each tribe has a' 
badge from which it is denominated ; as that of the 
Eagle, the Panther, the Tiger, the Buffalo, &c. &6. 
One band of the Naudoweffies is reprefented by si 
Snake, another a Tortoife, a third a Squirrel, a fourth 
a Wolf, and a fifth a buffaloi^. Throughout every 
nation they particularize themfelves in the fame man- 
ner, and the meaneft pcrfon among them will remem- 
ber his lineal defcenty and diftinguifh himfelf by his 
rcfpeftive family. - .. ^ 

Did not many circumftanees tend to confute th^ 1 
foppoiition, I fhould be almoft induced to conclude ' 
from this diftindlion of tribes, and the particular at- 
t-achment of the Indians to them, that they derive / 
tiieir origin, as fome ha^e aflerted, from the Ifraelites. ; 

Befides this, every nation diftlnguifh themfelves by * 
the manner of conibru^ng their tents or huts. And 
fo well verfed are all the Indians in this diflindtion^ 
that though there appears to be no difference on the 
niceft obiervation made by an European, yet they 
will immediately difcover, from the pofition of a pole 
left in the ground, what nation has encamped on^ the 
^ot many months before. 

Every band has a chief who is termed the Great 
Chief or the Chief Warrior ; and who is chofen in 
conlideration of his experience in war, and of his ap- 
j^oved valor, to jdireft their military operations, and 

to 
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to regulate all concerns belonging to that deparfefnetrf*' 
But this <;liief is not confidered as the head of the 
ftate J befides the great warrior who is ele<5led for 
his warlike qualifications, there is another who en- 
joys a pre-eminence as his hereditary right, and has* 
the more immediate management of their civil affairs^ 
This chief might witli great propriety *be denominated 
the Sachem ; whofc affent is neceflary in all convey- 
ances and' treaties, to which he afBxes the mark of the 
tribe or nation. 

Though thefe two are confidered as the heads of 
the band, and the latter is ufualty dcnommated their 
king, yet the Indians are fenfible of neither civil or 
military fubordination. As every one of them enter- 
tains a high opinion of his confequence, and is ex-* 
tremely tenacious of his liberty, all injunftions that 
carry with them the appearance of a pofitive com- 
mand, are inftantly rejedled with fcom. 

On this account, it is feldom that their leaders arcr 
fo Indifcreet as to give out any of* their orders in a 
peremptory ftile ; a bare hint from a chief that he 
thinks fuch a tiling necefFary to be done, inftantly 
aroufcs an emulation among the inferior ranks, and 
it is immediatly executed with great alacrity. By 
this method the difguftful part of the command is 
evaded, and an authority that falls little fhort of ab- 
folute fway inflituted in its room. 

Among the Indians no vifible form of government 
is cftabliihed 5 they allow of no fuch diftindlion as 
magiftrate and fubjeft, every one appearing to enjoy 
an independence that cannot be controlled. The ob- 
je<5l of government among them is rather foreign than 
domeftic, for tlieir attention feems more to be employ- 
ed in prefcTving fuch an union among the members 
of their tribe as will enable them ta watch the mo- 
tii^ns of their enemies, and aft againft tMim with 
concert arid vigor, than to maintain inlJrior order 
by any public rt^Utions* If a fcheme that appears. 

' to 
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to be of fervice to the cammunity is propofed by the 
chief, every one is at liberty to choofe whether he will 
affift in carrying it on ; for they have no compulfory 
laws that lay them under any reftriftions. If violence 
is committed, or blood is fhed, the right of revenging 
thefe mifdemeanors is left to the family of the injur- 
ed : the chiefs aflume neither tlie power of ii\fliftiiig 
or moderating the punifhment. 

Some nations, where the dignity is hereditary, lim- 
it the fucceffion to the female line. On the death of a 
chief, his fifter's fon fometimes fucceeds him* in prefer- 
ence to his own fon ; and if he happens to have no 
fifter, the neareft female relation afiumcs the dignky. 
This accomits for a woman being at the head of the 
Winnebagor nation, which, before I was acquainted 
with their laws, appeared ftrange to me. 

Each family has a right to appoint one of its chiefe 
to be an affiftant to the principal chief, who watches 
over the intereft of his family, and without whofe con- 
fent nothing of a public nature can be carried into ex- 
ecution. Thefe arc generally chofetf for their ability 
m fpeaking 5 and fuch only are permitted to make 
orations in their councils and general aflcmWies. 

In this body, with the hereditary chief at its head, 
the fupreme authority appears ta be lodged ; as by 
its determination every tranfaftion relative to their 
hunting, to their making waif or peace, and to all 
their public concerns- are reguiatcdr Next to thefe, 
the body of warriors which comprehends all that are 
able to bear arm;?, hold their rank. This divifion has 
fometimes at its head the chief of the nation, if he has 
fignalized himf4f by any renowned aftioni if not, 
ibme chief that lias rendered himfelf famous. 

In their councils, which are held by the foregoing 
members, every affair of eonfequence is debated -, and 
no enterprife of the leaft moment undertaken, unlefs 
it there meets with 'the general approbation of the 
chiefe. They commonly aflemble in a hut or tent 
j; 3> , appropriated 
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appropriated to this purpofe, and being feated in sr 
circle on the ground, the eldeft chief rifes and makes 
a fpeech ; when he has concluded, another gets up ; 
stnd thus they all fpeak, if neceffarjr, by turns. 

On this occafion their language is nervous, and 
their manner of expreffion . emphatical. Their ftile 

' is Adorned with images, comparifons, and ftrong met- 
aphors, and is equal in allegories to that of any of 
the eaftern nations. In all their fet fpeeches they 
. exprcfs themfelves with much vehemence, but in 
common difcourfe according to our ufual method of' 
fpeech. . 

The young men are fufFered ta be prefent at the 
councils, though they are not allowed to make a fpeech 
till they are regularly admitted 5 they however liften 
with great attention, and to fhow that they both un-* 
derftand, and approve of the refolutions taken by the 
affembled chiefs, they frequently exclaim, " That is 
right." « That is good." 

The cuftomary mode among all- the ranks of ex- 
preffing their aflent, and which they repeat at the 
end of almoft every period, is by uttering a kind of 
forcible afpiration, which founds like an union of the 

• letters OAH. 



CHAP. VI. ^ 

OS rHEiJt F E A S T S. 

Many of the Indian nations neither make 
ufe of bread, fait, or fpices 5 and fome of them have 
never feen or tafted of either. The Naudoweffies in 
particular have no bread, nor any fubftitute for if. 
Tliey eat the wild rice which grows in great quanti- 
ties in different parts of thieir tcsritories ; but they 
'- ' - ■■ . . k boil 
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boU it and cat it alone. They alfo eat the flefli of the 
beafts they kill, without having recourfe to any fari- 
naceous fubftance to abforb the grofler particles of it. 
And even whe^ri they confume the fugar which they 
have extracted from the maple tyee, they ufe it not to 
render fome other food palatable, but generally eat it 
by itfelf. ' 

Neither have they any idea of the irfeof millc, 
although they might colleft great ^ quantities from the 
buffaltj or the-dk ; they only confider it as proper foi' 
the nutriment of the young of thefe beafts during' 
their tender ftate. I could not perceive that any . 
inconveniency attended the total difiife of articles 
efteemed fo neceflary and nutritious by otKer nations^ 
on the contrary, they are in general healthy and' 
vigorous. . • 

One difh however, which anfwers nearly the fame 
purpofe as bread, is in ufe among the -Ottagaumies, 
the Saukies, and the more eaftem nations where In- 
dian corn 'grows, which is not ortly much efteemed 
by them, but it is reckoned extremely palatable by 
all the Europeans who enter their dominions. This 
is compofed of their unripe com as before defcribed,' 
and beans in the fame ftate, boiled together with 
bear's flefli, the fat of which moiftens the pulfe, and 
genders it beyond comparifon delicious. They call 
this food Succatofti. 

The Indians are far from being Cannibals, as they 
are faid to be. A^U their vidhials are either roafted 
or boiled ; and this in the extreme. Their drink is 
generally the broth in which it has been boiled. 

Their food confifts of the flefli of the bear, the 
buffalo, the elk, the deer, the beaver, and the racoon ; 
which they prepare in the manner juft mentioned. 
They ufually eat the flefli of the deer which is natur- • 
ally dry, with that of the bear which is fat and juicy \ 
and though^ the latter is extremely rich and lufciousj 
it is never known to cloy. 
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In tfi€ fpring of the year the Naudoweflies eat the 
infide bark of a fhrub^ that they gather in fome part 
of their country ; but I could neither learn the name 
of It, or difcover from whence they got it. It was of 
a brittle nature and eafily mafticated. ' The tafte of 
it was very agreeable, and they faid it was extremely 
nourilhing. In flavor it was not unlike the turnip, 
and when received into the mouth refembled that 
root both in its pulpous and frangible nature. 

The lower ranks of the Indians are exceedingly 
Bafty in dreffing their vifknals, but fome of the chiefs 
# are very neat and cleanly in their ^pparel^ tents and 
food. 

They commonly cat in large parties, fo that their 
meals may properly be termed feafts ; and this they, 
do without being reftrifted to any fixed or regular 
hours, but juft as their appetites req^uire, and con- 
venience fuits. 

They ufually dance either before or after every 
- meal ; and by this cheerfulnefs probably render the 
Great Spirit, to whom they confider themfelves as 
indebted for every good, a more acceptable facrifice 
than a formal and unanimated thankfgiving. The 
. men and women feaft apart ; and each fex invite by 
turns their companions, to partake with them of the 
food they happen to have j but in their domeftic way 
of living the men and women eat together* 

No people are more hofpitable, kind, and free than 
the Indians. They will readily fliare with any of their 
own tribe the laft part of their provifions, and even 
with tliofe of a different nation if they chapce to 
come in when they are eating. Though they do not 
'keep one common ftock, yet that community of goods* 
which is fo prevalent among them, and their generou* 
Uifpofition, render it nearly of the fame effeft. 

When the chiefs are convened on any public bufi- 
nefs they always conclude with a feaft, at which their 
feftivity and cheerfulnefs kno\y5 no limits. 

CHAP. vn. 
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CHAP. VII . 
OP THEilt DANCES. 

i^ANCING is a favqirrite exercife among the 
Indians ; they never meet on any public occafion, but 
this makes a part of the entertainment. And when 
they are not engaged in war or hunting, the youth 
df both fexes amufe themfelves in this manner every 
evening. 

They always dance, as I have juft oblerved, at their 
feafts. In thefc as well as all other dances, every 
man rifes in his turn, and moves about with great 
freedom and boldnefs j finging as he does fo, the ex- 
ploits* of his anceftors. During this the company 
who are feated on the ground in a circle, around the 
dancer, join with him in making the cadence, by an 
odd ' tone, which they utter all together, and which 
founds, " Heh, heh, heh." Thefe notes, if they 
jnight be fo termed, are articulated with a harfh ac- 
cent, and ftrained out with the utmofk force of their 
lungs : fb that one would imagine their ftrength muft 
be (oon exhaufted by it ; inftead of which^ they repeat 
it with the fame violence during the whole of their 
entertainment. 

• The women, particularly thofe of 'the weftem na- 
tions, dance very gracefully. They carry themfelves 
ereft, and with their ai'nis hanging down clofe to their 
fides, move firii a few yards to the right, and then 
back again to the left. This movement they perform 
without taking any fteps as an European would do, 
but with their feet conjoined, moving by turns their 
toes and heels. In this manner they glide with great 
agility to a certain diftance, and then return ; and 
let thofe who join in the dance be ever ib numerous,- 

they 
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they keep time fo exaftly with each other tliat n<>* 
interruptfon enfues. During this^ at ftated periodsi 
they mingle their ihrill voicesy with- the hoarfer ones^ 
of the men, who fit around (for it is to be obfervcd 
that the fexes never intermix in the fame dance) 
which, with the mufic of the drums and chichicoes^. 
make an agreeable harmony^ 

The Indians have feveral kinds of dances, which^ 
they ufe on different occafions, as the Pipe or Calu-^ 
met -Dance, the War Dance, the Mamage Dance^ 
^d the Dance of the Sacrifice. The imovements in: 
every one of thefe are difiimilar ; but it is almoft im- 
poffible to convey any idea of the points in which.' 
they are unlike. 

Different nations fikewife vary in their manner of 
4ancing. The Chipcway throw themfelves iutQ a^ 
greater variety of attitudes than any other people ^ 
fometimes they hold their heads ereii, at others they, 
bend them almoft to the ground 5 then recline oa 
qne fide, and immediately after on the other. The 
Naudoweflies carry themfelves more upright, ftep* 
firmer, and move more gracefolly- But they all ac-- 
company their dances with the difagreeable noife juft 
mentioned. 

The Pipe Dance, is the principal, and tie moft 
pleafing to a fpeftator of any of them, being the leaft . 
frantic, and the movement of it moft graceful. It is 
but on particular occafions that it is. ufed ; as whea 
ambaffadors from an enemy arrive to treat of peace, 
Qr when ftrangers of eminence pafs through their 
tjerritories. 

The War Dance, which they ufe both before they 
fet out on their war parties, and on their return from 
them, ftrikes terror into' ftrangers. It is performed, 
as the others, amidft a circle of the warriors 5 a chief 
generally begins it, who moves from the right to the 
left finging at the fame time both hb own exploits,, 
^nd thofe of his ancefters. When he has concluded 

his 
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4iis acciount of any memorable aAion, he gives a Vio- 
lent blow with his wax* club, againft a poft that is 
fixed in the ground, near the centre of the aflembly 
for this purpofe. 

Every one dances in his turn, and recapitulates 
the wondrous deeds of his family, till they all at laft 
join in the dance. Then it becomes truly alarming 
to any ftranger that happens to be among them, as 
they throw thcmfelves into every horrible and ter- 
rifying pofture that can be imagined, rehearfing at 
the fame time the parts th^y expeft to aft againft 
their enemi^ in the field. During, this they hold 
.their fharp knivqs in their hands, with which, as they 
whirl about, they are every moment in danger of 
.cutting each other's throats; and did they not fhun 
the threatened mifchiefwith inconceivable dexterity, 
it could not be avoided. By thefc motions they in- 
,tcnd to reprefent the planner in which they kill, fcalp, 
and take their prifoners. To heighten the fcene, 
they fet up the fame hideous yells, ci*ics, and war- 
whoops they ufe4n time of aftion : fo that it is im- 
jpoffible to confider them in any other light than as 
an aflembly of demons. 

I have frequently joined in this dance with them, 
ibut it foon ceafed to be an amufenient to me, as I 
could not lay afide my apprehenfions of receiving fome 
.dreadfiil wound, that from the violence of their gef* 
tures muft' have proved mcwrtaL 

I found that the nations to the weftward of the Mif- 
iifippi, and on the borders of Lake Superior, ftill 
continue to make ufe of the Pawwaw or Black Dance. 
The people of the colonies tell a thoufand ridiculous 
(lories of the Devil being raifed in this dance by the 
Indians. But they allow that this was in former 
.times, and is_now nearly extinft among thofe who live 
^adjacent to the European fettlements. However, I 
'4ifcovercd that it was ftill ufed in the interior parts ; 
iwd though I did not aftually fee the Devil railed by 
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it, I was witnefe to fome fcencs that could only be per- 
formed by fuch as dealt with him, or were very ex- 
pert and dexterous jugglers. 

Whilft I was among the Naudoweffies, a dance, 
which they thus termed, was performed. Before the 
dance began, one of the Indians was admitted into a 
fociety which they denominated Wakon-Kitchewah, 
that is, the Friendly Society of the Spirit. This fo- 
ciety is compofed of perfons of both fexes, but fuch 
only can be admitted into it, as are of unexception- 
able chara£ler, and who receive the approbation of 
the whole body. To this admiffion fucceeded the Paw- 
waw Dance (in which I faw nothing that could give 
rife to the reports I had heard) and the whole, ac- 
cording to their ufual cuftpm, concluded with a grand 
feaft. 

The initiation being attended with fome very fingu- 
lar circumftances, which, as I have before obferved, 
muft be either the efFeft of magic, or of amazing 
dexterity, I fhall give a particular account of the 
whole procedure. It was performed at the time of 
the new moon, in a place appropriated to the purpofe, 
near, the centre of their camp, 'that would contain 
about two hundred people. Being a ftranger, and on 
all occafions treated by them with great civility, I 
was invited to fee the ceremony, and placed clofe to 
the rails of the enclofure. 

About twelve o'clock they began to aflemble j 
when the fun flione bright, which they confidered as 
a good omen, for they never by choice hold any of 
their public meetings unlefs the £ky be clear and un- 
clouded. A great number of chiefs firft appeared, 
whp were drefled in their beft apparel ; and after 
them came the head warrior, clad in a long robe of 
rich furs, that trailed on the ground, attended by a 
retinue of fifteen or twenty perfons, painted and 
drefled in the gayeft manner. Next followed the 
wives of fuch as lud been already admitted into the 

fociety j 
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fociety ; and in the rear a confufed heap of the low- 
er ranks, all contributing as much as lay in their 
power to make the appearance grand and fhowy. 

When the aSembly was feated, and filence pro* 
claimed, one of the principal chiefs arofe, and in a 
fhort but mafterly fpeech informed his audience of 
the occafion of their meeting. He acquainted them 
that one of their young men wifhed to be admitted 
into their fociety ; and taking him by the hand pre* 
fented him to their view, a£king them at the fame 
time, whether they had any obje&ion to his becoming 
one of their community, 

No obje£tion being made, the young candidate was 
placed in the centre, and four oi the chiefs took their 
ftations clofe to him ; after exhorting him, by turns, 
not to faint under the operation he was about to go 
through, but to behave like an Indian and a man, 
two of them took hold of his arms, and caufed him 
to kneel ; another placed himfelf behind him, fo as 
to receive him when he fell, and the laft of the four 
retired to the diftance of about twelve feet from him 
exaftly in front. 

This difpo&ion being completed, the chief then 
ftood before the kneeling candidate, began to fpeak 
to him with an audible voice. He told him that he 
himfelf was now agitated by the fame fpirit which 
he fhould in a few moments communicate to him ; 
that it would ftrike him dead, but that he would in- 
ftantly be reftored again to life 5 to this he added, 
that the communication however terrifying, was a 
neccflary introduftion to the advantages enjoyed by 
the community into which he was on the point of be- 
ing admitted. % 

As he fpoke this, he appeared to be greatly agitat- 
ed ; till at laft his emotions became fo violent, that^ 
his countenance was diftorted, and his whole frame 
convulfed. At this junfture he threw fomething that 
appeared both in fhape and colour like a fmall bean> 
o at 
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at the young man, which feemed to enter his mduth, 
and he inftantly fell as motionlefs as ^if he had been 
fliot. The ch^ef that was placed behind him receiv- 
ed him in his arms, and, by the affiftance of the other 
two, laid him on the ground to all appearance bereft 
of life- 
Having done this, they immediately began to rub 
his limbs, and to ftrike him on the back, giving him 
fuch blows, as feemed more calculated to ftill the 
quick, than to raife the dead. During thefe extraor- 
dinary applications, the fpeaker continued his ha- 
rangue, defiring the fpeftators not to he furprifed, or 
to defpair of the young man's recovery, as his pres- 
ent inanimate fituation proceeded only from the forci- 
ble operation of the fpirit, on faculties that had hith- 
erto been unufed to inspirations of this kind. 

The candidate lay feveral minutes without fenfe 
or motion ; but at length, after receiving many vio- 
lent blows, he began to difcover fome fymptoms of 
returning life. Thefe, however, were attended with 
ftrong convulfions, and an apparent obftruftion in 
his throat. But they were foon at an end j for hav- 
vng difcharged from his mouth the bean, or what- 
ever it was that the chief had thrown at him, but 
which on the clofeft infpeftion I had not perceived 
to enter it, he foon after appeared to be tolerably 
recovered. 

This ^ part of the ceremony being happily effeded, 
the officiating chiefs difrobed him of the clothes he 
had ufually worn, and put on him a fet of apparel en- 
.tirely new. When^ he was dreffed, the fpeaker once 
more took . him by the hand, ^nd prefented him to 
the fociety as a regular and thoroughly initiated 
member, exhorting them, at the fame time, to give 
him fuch neiceflary affiftance, as being a young mem- 
ber, he might ftand in need of. He then alfo charg- 
ed the nfewly elefted brother to receive with humility, 
and to follow with punftuality the advice of his elder 
brethren. .All 
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-4^11 thofe who had been admitted withm the rails, 
noW formed a circle around their new brother, and 
th^ mufic ftriking up, the great chief fung a fong, 
celebrating as ufual their martial exploits. 

The only mufic they make ufe of is a drum, which 
iscompofed of a piece of a hollow tree curioufly 
wrought, and over one end of which is drained a 
Ikin, this they beat with a fingle ftick, and it gives a 
found that is for from harmonious, but it juft fcrves 
to beat time with. To this they fometimes add the 
chichicoe, and in their war dances they likewife ufe 
a kind of fife, formed of a reed, which makes a fhrill 
harfh inoife. 

The \yhole aflembly were by this time united, and 
the dance began 5 jfev^ral fingers affifted the mufic 
with their voices, afld the women joining in the 
chorus at certain intervals, they produced together a 
not unpleafing but favage harmony. This^ was one 
of the moft agreeable cntertainD(ients I faw whilfl I was 
among them. 

I could not help laughing at a fingular childilh 
cuftom I obferved they introduced into this dance, and 
which was the only one that had the leaft appearance 
of conjuration. Moft of the members^ carried in 
their hands an otter or martin's fkin, which- being 
taken whole from the*body, and filled with wind, on 
being comprefied made a fqueaking noife through a 
fmall piece of wood organically formed and fixed in 
its mouth. When this ipftrument was^prefented to 
the face of any of the company, and the found emity 
ted, the perfon receiving it inftantly fell down to ap- 
pearance dead. Sometime two or three,. ISoth men 
and women, were on the ground togetheu ; but im-? 
Boediately recovering, they rofe up and joined again 
in the dance. This feemed to aflSrd, even the chiefs 
themfeives, infinite diverfion. I afterwards learned 
that thefe were their Dil Penates or Houfehold 
Gods. 

After 
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After fome hours fpent in this manner the feafl: 
began ; the difhes being brought near me, I perceiv- 
ed that they coniifted of dog's flefh ^ and I was in- 
formed that at all their public grand feafts they never 
made ufe of any other kind of food. For this pur- 
pofe, at the feaft I am now fpeaking of, the new can- 
didate provides fat dogs, if they can be procured at 
any price. 

In this cuftom of eating dog's flefli on particular 
occaiions, they refemble the inhabitants of fome of 
the countries that lie on the northeaft borders of 
Afia. The author of the account of Kamfchatka, 
publifhed by order of the Emprefs of Ruflia (before 
referred to) informs us, that the people inhabiting Ko- 
reka, a country north of Kamfchatka, who wander 
about in hordes like the Arabs, when they pay their 
worfliip to the evil beings, kill a rein deer or a dog, 
the lielh of which they eat, and leave the head and 
tongue flicking on a pole with the front towards the 
caft. Alfo that when they are afraid of anyinfeAious 
diftemper, they kill a dog, and winding the guts 
about two poles, pafs between them. Thefe cuftoms, 
in whc h they are nearly imitated by the Indians, feem 
to add ftrength to my fuppofition, that America was 
firft peopled from this quarter. 

I know not under what clafs of dances to rank that 
performed by the Indians who came to 'my tent when 
I landed neav Lake Pepin, on the banks of the Mif- 
£fippi, as related in my Journal. When I looked 
out, as I there mentioned, I faw about twenty naked 
young Indians, the moft perfe£k in their ihape, and 
by far the handfomeft of any I had ever feen, coming 
towards me, and dancing as they approached, to the 
jnuiic of their drums. At every ten or twelve yards 
they halted, and fet up their yells and cries. 

When they reached my tent, I aiked them to come 
in 5 which, without deigning to make me any anfwer, 
they did. As I obferved that they, were painted red 

and 
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and blade, as thsey ufually are when they go againft 
Tin enemy, and perceived that fome parts of the war 
dance were intermixed with their other movements. 
I doubted not but they were fet on by the inimical 
chief who had refufed my falutation ; I therefore de- 
termined to fell Hiy life as dear as poflible. To this * 
puipofe, I received them fitting on my cheft, with 
my gun and piftols beiide me, and ordered my then 
to keep a watchful eye on them, and to be alfo upon 
their guard. 

The Indians being entered, they continued their 
dance alternately, iinging at the fame time of their 
heroic exploits, and the fuperiority of their race over 
every other people. To enforce their language, 
though it was uncommonly nervous and expreffive, 
and fiich as would of itfelf have carried terror to the 
firmeft heart, at the end of every period they ftriick 
their war clubs againft the poles of my tent, with 
fuch violence, that I expefted every moment it would 
have tumbled upon us. As each of them, in danc- ' 
ing round, pafled by me, they placed their right hands 
over their eyes, and coming dole to me, looked me 
fteadily in the face, which I could not conftrue into 
a token of friend (hip. My men gave themfelves up 
for loft, and I acknowledge, for xny own part, that I 
never found my apprehenfions more tumultuous on 
any occafion. 

When they had nearly ended their dance, I pre- 
sented to 'them the pipe of peace, but they would not 
receive it. I then, as my laft rcfouree, thought I 
would try what prefents would do •, accordingly I 
took from my cheft fome ribands and trinkets, which 
I laid before them. Thefe feenied to ftagger their ' 
refolutions, and to avert in fome degree their anger ; 
for after hdlding a conftiltation together, they fat 
down on the ground, which I confidered as a favora- 
ble omen. 

o z Thus 
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Thus it proved, as in a fhort time they received the 
pipe of peace, and lighting it, firft prefented it to me, 
and then fmoked with it themlelves. Soon after they 
took up the prefents, which had hitherto lain negleft- 
cd, and appearing to be greatly pleafed with them, 
depaited in a friendly manner. And never did I re- 
ceive greater pleafure than at getting rid of fuch for- 
zpidable guefts. 

It was not ever in my power to gain a thorough 
knowledge of the defigns of my vifitors. I had fuf- 
ficient reafon to conclude that they were hoftile, and 
that their vifit, at fo late an hour, was made through 
the inftigatioii of the Grand Sautor ; but I was after- 
wards informed that it might be intended as a com- 
pliment which they ufually pay to the chiefs of every 
other nation who happen to fall in with them,* and 
that the circumftances in their conduft which had 
appeared fo fufpicious to me, were merely the eflFefts 
of their vanity, and defigned to imprefs on the minds 
of thofe whom they thus vifited an elevated opinion 
of their valor and prowefs. In the morning before 
I continued my route, feveral of their wives brought 
me a prefent of fome fugar, for whom 1 found a few 
more ribands. 

The dance of the facrifice is not fo denominated 
from their offering up at the fame timer a facrifice to 
any gbod or evil fpirit, but is a dance to which the 
Naudoweffies give that title from being ufed when 
any public fortunate circumftance befalls iheni. 
Whilft I refided among them, a fine large deer acci- 
dentally ftrayed into the middle of their encampment, 
which they foon deftroyed. As this happened juft 
at the new moon, they efteemed it a lucky omen •, and 
taving roafled it whole, every one in the camp par- 
*^^i_ ^£ ^t After their feaft, they all joined in a 
ch they termed, from its being ibmewhat 
s nature, a dance of the facrifice. 

CHAP. 
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ep THEIR HUNTING. 
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LUNTING is the principal occupation of the 
Indians; they are trained to it from their carlieft 
youths and it is an exercife which. is efteemed no lets 
honorable than neceflary towards their fubfiftence.' A 
dexterous and fefolute hunter is held in nearly as 
great eftimation by them as a diftjinguiihed warrior. 
Scarcely any device which the ingenuity of man has 
difcovered for enfnaring or deftroying thofe animals 
that fupply them with food, or whofe Ikins are valua- 
ble to Eiu-opeans, is unknown to them. 

Whilft they are engaged in this exercife, they 
ihakeoff the mdolence peculiar to their nature, and 
become active, perfevering, and indefatigable. They 
are equally fagacious in finding their prey, and in 
the means they ufe to deftroy it. They difcem the 
footfteps of the beafts they are in piufuit of, although 
they are imperceptible to every other eye, and can 
follow them with certainty through the pathlefs foreft. 

The beafts that the Indians hunt, both for their 
flefh on which they fubiift, and for their ikins, of 
which they either make their apparel, or barter with 
the Europeans for neceflaries, are the buffalo, the elk, 
the deer, the moofe, the carriboo, the bear, the bea* 
ver, the otter, the martin, &c. I defer giving a de- 
fcription of thefe creatures here, and (hall only at 
prefent treat of their manner of hunting them. 

The route they fhall take for this purpofe, and the 
parties ^hat ihall go on the different expeditions are 
fixed in their general councils, which are held fome 
time in the fummer, when all the opwitions for the 
enfuing winter are concluded on. The chief warrior, 

whole 
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whofe province it is to regulate their proceedirtgs on 
this occafion, with great folemnity ifliies out an invi- 
tation to thofe who choofe to attend him j for thfe 
Indians, as before obferved, acknowledge no fuperi- 
ority, nor have they any idea of compulfion ; and 
every one that accepts it, prepares himfelf by failing 
during feveral days. 

The Indians do not faft as fome other nations do^ 
on the richeft and moft luxurious fockl, but they to- 
tally abftain from every kind, either of viftuals or 
drink ; and fuch is their patience and refolution, that 
the moft extreme thirft could not oblige them to 
tafte a drop of water j yet amidft this fevere abfti^ 
nence they appear cheerful and happy. 

The reafons they give for thus faftiftg, are, that it 
enables them freely to dream, in which dreams they 
are informed where they fhall find the greatcft plenty 
of game ; alfo that it averts the difpleafure of the 
evil fpirits, and induces them to be propitious. They 
alfo on tliefe occafions blacken thofe parts of their 
bodies tliat are uncovered. 

The faft being endedj and the place of hunting 
made known, the chief who is to conduft them, gives 
a grand feaft to thofe who are to form the different 
' parties ; of which none of them dare to partake till 
they have bathed themfelves. ' At this feaft, not- 
withttanding they have fefted fo long, they eat with 
great moderation ; and the chief that prefides em- 
ploys himfelf in rehearfing the feats of thofe who have 
been moft fuccefsful in the bufinefs they are about 
to inter upon. They foon after fet out on the marcli 
towards the place appointed, painted or rather be- 
daubed with' black, an^idft the acclamation^ of aU 
the peqple. 

It is impoffible to defcribe their agility or perfever- 
ance, whilft they are in purfuit of their prey ; neith- 
er thickets, ditche$, torrents, pools, or rivers ftop 
them 'j they always go ftraight forward in the moft 

direa 
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dire A line they poffibly can, and there are few of the 
favage inhabitants of the woods that they cannot 
overtake. 

When they hunt for bears, they endeavor to find 
out their retreats ; f»r, during the winter, thefe ani- 
mals conceal themfelves in the hollow trunks of trees, 
or make themfelves holes in the ground, where they 
continue without food, whilft the fevere weather 
lafts. 

When the Indians think they have arrived at a 
place where thefe creatures ufually haunt, they form 
themfelves into a circle according to their number, 
and moving onward, endeavor, as they advance to- 
wards the centre, to difcover the retreats of their 
prey. By this means, if any lie in the intermediate 
{pace, they are fure of aroufing them, and bringing 
them down either with their bows or their guns. 
The bears will take to flight at fight of a man or a 
dog, and will only make refiftance when they are 
extremely hungry, or after they are wounded- 

The Indian method^ of hunting the buffalo is by 
forming a circle or a fquare, nearly in the fame man- 
ner as when they fearch for the bear. Having taken 
their different ftations, they fet the grafs, which at 
this time is rank and dry, on fire, and thefe animals, 
who are extremely fearful of that element, flying 
with precipitation before it, great numbers are hem- 
med in a fmall compafs, and fcarcely a Angle one 
efcapes. 

They have different ways of hunting the elk, the 
deer, and the carriboo. Sometimes they feek them 
out in the woods, to which they retire during the 
fcverity of the cold, where they are eafily fliot from 
behind the trees. In the more . nothem climatear 
they take the advantage of the weather to deftroy the 
elk ; when the fun has juft ftrength enough to melt 
the fiiow, and the froft in the night forms a kind of 
cruft on the furface, this creature being heavy, breaks 

it 
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it with his forked hoofs, and with difficulty extri- 
cates himfelf from it : at this time therefore he is 
foon overtaken and deftroyed. 

Some nations have a method of hunting thefe ani- 
mals which is more eafily executed, and free from 
danger. The hunting party divide themfelves into 
two bands, and choofing a fpot near the borders of 
fomc river, one party embarks on board their canoes, 
whilft the other . forming themfelves into a femicir- 
cle on the land, the flanks of which reach the fhore, 
let loofe their dogs, and by this means roufe all the 
game that lies within th^fe bounds ; they then drive 
them towards the river, into which they no fooner 
enter, than the greateft part of them are immediately 
difpatched by thofe who remain in the canoes. 

Both the elk stnd buffalo are very furious wh«i 
they are wounded, and will return fiercely on their 
purfuers, and trample them under their feet, if the 
liunter finds no means to complete their dcftrudlion, 
or does not feek for fecurity in flight to fomeadja* 
cent tree ; by this method they are frequently avoid- 
ed, and .fo tired with the purfuit, that they voluntarily 
give it over. 

But the hunting in which the Indians, particularly 
thofe who inhabit the northern parts, chiefly employ 
themfelves, and from which they reap the greateft 
advantage, is the beaver hunting. The feafon for 
thi$ is throughout the whole of the winter, from Nof 
vember to April ; during which time the fur of thefe 
creatures is in the greateft perfeAion, A defcription 
of this extraordinary animal, the conftruftion of their 
huts, and the regulations of their almoft rational com- 
munity, I fhall give in another place. 

The hunters make ufe of feveral methods to deftroy 
them. Thofe generally pnuStiied, are either that of 
taking ~ them in fnares, cutting thrcHigh the ice, or 
opening their caufeways. 

As 
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As the eyes of thefc animals are very quick, and theuf 
hearing exceedingly acute, great precaution is necef- 
fary in approaching their bodies ; foir as they feldom 
go far from the water, and their houies are always 
built clofe to the fide of fome large river or lake, or 
dams of their own conftru^on, upon the leaft alarm 
they haften to the deepeft part of the water, and dive 
immediately to the bottom ; as they do this they 
tnake a great noife by beating the water with their 
tails, oil purpofe to put the whole fraternity on their 
guard. 

They take them with fnares in the following man- 
tier : though the beavers ufually lay up a fuflScient 
ftore of provifion to ferve for their fubfiftence during 
the winter, they make from time to time excurfions 
to the neighbouring woods to procure further fup- 
plies of food. The hunters having found out their 
haunts, place a trap in their way, baited with fmall 
pieces of bark, or young fhoots of trees, which the 
beaver has no fooner laid hold of, than a large log 
of wood falls upon him, and breaks his back; his 
enemies, who are upon the watch, foon appear, and 
inftantly difpatch the helplefs anim^'al. 

At other times, when the ice on the rivers and 
lakes is about half a foot thick, they make an open« 
ing through it with their hatchets, to which the bea- 
vers will foon haften, on being difturbed at their 
houfes, for a fupply of frefli air. As their breath 
accafions a confideraWe motion in the water, the 
hunter has fofficient notice of their approach, and 
methods are eafily taken for knocking th^m on the 
head the moment they appear above the furface. 

When the houfes of the beavfers happen to be near 
a rivulet, they» are more eafily deftroyed : the hun-^ 
tCTS then cut the ice, and fpreading a net under it, 
break down the cabins of the beavers, who never fail 
to make towards the deepei^ part, where they are 
entangled and taken.. But they muft not be fuffered 

to 
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to remain there long, as they would foon extricate 
themfelves with their teeth, which are well known . 
to be exceflively iharp and ftrong. 

The Indians take great care to hinder their 3ogs 
from touching the bones of the beavers. The rea- 
fons they give for thefe precautions, are, firft, that 
the bones are fo excefEvely hard, that they fpoil the 
teeth of the dog^ : and, fecondly, that they are ap- 
prehenfive they ftiall fo exafperate the fpirits of the 
beavers by this permiffion, as to render the next hunt- 
ing feafon unfuccefsful. 

The ikins of thefe animals, the hunters exchange 
with the Europeans for neceflaries, and as they are 
more valued by the latter than any other kind of furs, 
they pay the greateft attention to this fpecies of 
hunting. 

When the Indians, deftroy bufialoes, elks, deer, 
&c. they generally divide the flcfli of fuch as they 
have taken among the tribe to which they belong. 
But in hunting the beaver a few families ufually unite 
and divide the fpoil between them. Indeed, in the 
firft inftancc they generally pay fome attention in the 
divjfion to their own families j but no jealoufies or 
murmurings are ever known to arifc on account of 
any apparent partiality. 

Among the Naudoweffies, if a perfon (hoots a deer, 
buffalo, &;c. and it runs to a confiderable diftance 
before it drops, where a perfon belonging to another 
tribe, being nearer, firft fticks a knife into it, the 
game is confidered as the property of the latter, not- 
withftanding it had been mortally wounded by the 
former. Though this cuftom appears to be arbitrary 
and unjuft, yet that people cheerfully fubmit to it. 
This decifion is, however, very different from that 
pra£tifed by the Indians on the back of the colonies^ 
where the firft perfon that hits, is entitled to thp beft 
fhare. 

CHAP. 



CARVER'S TRAVELS. Kjp 

CHAP. IX. 
OF rmiR MANNER of making WAR, ^r. 

• 

X HE Indians begin to bear arms at the age 
of fifteen, and lay them afide when they arrive at the 
age of fixty. Some nations to the fouthward, I hare 
been informed, do not continue their military exer- 
cifes after they are fifty. 

In every band or nation there is a feleft number 
who are ftiied the warriors, and who are always rea- 
dy to a£k either ofitnfively or defenfively, as occafion 
requires. Thefe are well armed, bearing the wea- 
pons commonly in ufe among them, which vary ac- 
cording to the fituation of their countries. Such as 
have an xntercourfe with the Europeans make ufe of 
tomahawks, knives, and firearms ; but thofe whofe 
dwellings are fituated to tbe weftward of the Mifli- 
fippi, and who have not an opportunity of purchafing 
thefe kinds of weapons, ufe bows and arrows, and 
alfo the Cafle Tete or War Club. 

The Indians that inhabit ftill fiirther to the- weft- 
ward, a country which extends to the South Sea, ufe 
in fight a warlike inftrument that is very uncommon. 
Having great plenty of hOrfes, they always attack their 
enemies on horfeback, and encumber themfelves with 
no other weapon, than a ftone of a middling fize, • 
curioufly wrought, which they faften by a ftring, 
about a yard and a half long, to their right arms, a 
little above the elbow. Thefe ftones they convenient- 
ly carry in their hands, till they reach their enemies, 
and then fwinging them with great dexterity, as tliey 
ride fiill fpeed, never fail of doing execution. The 
country whicfi thefe tribes poffefs, abounding with 
large extenfive plains, thofe .who attack than fcldom 
p return ; 
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return j as the fwifitnefs of their horfes, on which 
they are mount^ij ciiahle them to overtake even the 
fleeteft of theiruivaders. 

The Jfaticiowcffies, who had been at war with this 
^peop^Le^ kifoxmed mt, that umids they found morafles 
orthickets, to which they could retire, th«y were fure 
of being' iCut off : to prevent this they always took 
care whenever they made an onfet, to do it near fuch 
Tetreats as were impa£able for xavalry, they then hav- 
ing a ^reat advantage over ihjeir csiemies, whofe wean 
pons would not there r^ach them. 

Some nations malce ufe of a javelin, pointed with 
tone, worked into different &rms ; but their Indian 
;weapons in general iu*e bo«rs and arrows, and theihort 
club already mentioned. The latter is made of a 
very hard wood,. and the head of it £dhioned round 
like a ball, about three inches and a half diameter ; 
in thiS| rotund part is fixed an edge refembling that 
of a tomahawk, either of ifccel or flinty whicmoever 
they can procure. 

The dagger is peculiar to tlie NaudowdEe nation^ 
and of ancient Gonftruftion, but they can give no ac- 
count how long it has been in Tife among them. It 
was originally made *of flint or bone, but fince they 
haVe had communication with the European traders, 
they have formed it of fteel. The length of it is 
.about ten inches, and that part clofe to the handle 
nearly three inches broad. Its edges are keen, and 
it gradually tapers towards a point. They wear it -in 
a (heath made of deer^s leather, neatly ornamented 
with porcupine quills ; and it is uiiialiy hung by a 
ftring, decorated in the fame manner, which reaches 
as low only as the breaft. This curious weapon is 
worn by a few of the principal chiefs alone, and con- 
fidered both as an ufeful inftrument, and an orna- 
mental badge of fiiperiority. 

I obfetved among the Naudoweffies a few targets 
or fhields made of raw buffalo hides, and in the form 

of 
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of thofc ufed hj the ancients, - But as the number of 
thefe was isnall,. and I could gain no intelligence of 
the aera in which they firft were introduced among 
them^ I fuppofe- thoie I iaw;had.deicaided from fa- 
ther to fon, tor tHodj generations.. 

The reafons the Indians give for niaking war againfl 
one anothqr,' are much the fame as thofe urged by 
more civilized nations for difhu-bing the tranquillity 
of their neighbors. The pleas of the former are 
however in general more rational ind juft> than fuch 
as are brought by Europeans in vindication of their 
proceedingsv- 

The extenfibn of empire is ieldom: a motive witbv 
thefe people to invade, and to commit depredations 
on the territories of thofe who happen to dwell near 
them. To fecure the rights of hunting, within par- 
ticular limits, to maintain the' liberty of pailing 
through their accuftomed tracks, and to guard thofe 
lands which they confider from a long tenure as their 
own, againft any infrin^ment, are the general caufeff 
of thofe diflentions that fo often break out between 
the Indian nations, and which ar^ carried on with fo^ 
much animofity. 

Though ftrangers to the idea of feparate property, 
yet the mofl uncultivated among them are well ac- 
quainted with the rights of their community to the 
domains they pofTeis, and oppofe with vigor every en- 
croachm^ijit on them« • 

Notwitixftanding it is generally fuppofed that from 
their territories being fo extenfive, the boundaries of 
them cannot be afcertained, yet I am well afiured that 
the limits of each nation in the interior parts are laid 
down in their rude plans with gaeat precifion. "By 
their's, as I have before obferved, was I enabled to reg- 
ttlate my own j and after the moft exaA obfervations 
and inquiries I found but very few inftances in which 
^ey erred* 

But 



172 CARVfeR's TRAVELS. 

But intereft is not either the moft frequent or moft 
powerful incentive to their making war on each oth- 
er. The paffion of revenge, which is the diftinguifh- 
ing charafteriftic of thefe people, is the moft general 
motive. Injuries arc *felt by them with exquifite fen- 
fibility, and vengeance purfued with unremitted ardor. 
To this may be added, that natural excitation which 
every Indian become fenfible of, as foon as he ap- 
proaches the age of manhood to give proof of his val- 
or and prowefs. 

As they are early poflefled with a notion that war 
ought to be the chief bufinefs of their lives, that there 
is nothing more defirous tha^ the reputation of being 
a great warrior, and that the fcalps of their enemies, 
or a number of prifoners are alone to be efteemed val- 
uable, it is not to be wondered at that the young In- 
dians are continually reftlefs and uneafy if their ardor 
is repreffed, and they are kept in a ftate of inaftivity. 
Either of thefe propenfities, the defire of revenge or 
Hhe gratification of an impulfe, that by degrees be- 
comes habitual to them, is fufficient, frequently, to in- 
duce them to commit hoftilities on fome of the neigh- 
bouring nations. 

When the chiefs find any occafion for making war, 
they endeavor to aroufe their habitudes, and by that 
means foon excite their warriors to take arms. To 
this purpofe they make ufe of their martial eloquence, 
nearly in the following words, which never fails of 
proving efFeftual ; " the bones of our deceafed coun- 
trymen lie uncovered, they call out to us to revenge 
their wrongs, and we muft fatisfy their requeft. Their 
fpirits cry out againft us. They muft be appeafed. 
The genii, who are the guardians of our honor, in- 
fpire us with a refolution to feek the enemies of our 
murdered brothers. Let us go and devour thofe by 
whom they were flain. Sit therefore no longer inac- 
tive, give way to the impulfe of your natural valor, 
anoint your hair, paint yoiu* faces, fill your quivers, 

caufe 



CARVER'S TRAVELS. ijj 

caufe the for^ft to relound with your fongs, confole 
the fpirits of the dead, and tell them they fhall be 
revenged." 

Animated by thcfe exhortations the warriors fnatch 
theu* arms in a tranfport of fury, fing the fong of war^ 
and burn with impatience to imbrue theirhands in 
the blood of their enemies. 

Sometimes private chiefs aflemble fmall parties and 
make excurfions againft thofe with whom they are at 
war, or fuch as have injured them. A.iingle warrior, 
prompted by revenge or a defire to fhow his prowefs» 
will march unattended for feveral hundred miles, to 
furprife and cut off a ftraggling party. ^ 

Thefe irregular Tallies however, are not always ap- 
proved of by the elder chiefs, though they are often 
obliged to connive at them ; as in the iniftant before 
given of the Naudoweffie and Chipeway nations. 

But when a war is national, and undertaken by the 
community, their deliheratrcms are formal and flow* 
The elders ai&mble in council, to which . all the head 
warriors and young men are admitted, where they 
deliver their opinions in folemn fpeeches, weighing 
with maturity the nature of tj^e enterprife they are 
about to engage in, and balancing with great fagacity 
the advantages or inconveniences that will arife from it.^ ■ 

Their priefts are alfo confuked on .the iubjeft, and 
even, fometimies, the advice- of the moft intelligent of 
their women is aiked. 

If the determination be for war, they prepare for it 
with much ceremony. 

The chief warrior of agnation does notoQ all occa- 
fions head the war party himfelf, he freiquently de- 
putes a warrior of whofe valor and prudence he has ' 
a good opinion. The perfon thus, fixed on being firft 
bedaubed with bhck, obfcrves a fafl: of feveral days, 
during which he invokes the Great Spirit, or .depre- 
cates the anger of the evil ones, holding whilft it lafts. 
no converfe with any of hi& tribe* 

p Z He 
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He is particularly careful at the fame time to ob- 
fervc his dreams,^ for on thefc do they fuppofe their 
fuccefs will in a great meafure depend ; and from the 
firm pcrfuafion every Indian, aftuated by his own 
prefumptuous thoughts is imprefled with, that he fhall 
march forth to certain viftory, thefe are generally fa- 
vourable to his wifhes. ' 

After he has fafted as long as cuftom prefcribes, he 
aflembles the warriors, and holding a belt of wampum 
in his hand, thus addrefles them : 

«< Brothers ! by the infpiration of the Great Spirit I 
now fpeak unto you, and by him am I prompted ta 
carry int^^ execution the intentions which I am about 
to difclofe to you. The blood of our deceafed broth- 
ers is not yet wiped away •, their bodies are not yet 
covered, and I am going to perform this duty to them.** 

Having then made known to them all the motives 
that induce him to take up arms againft the nation 
with whom they are to engage, he thus proceeds : <« I 
have therefore refolved to march through the war- 
path to furprife them. We will eat their flefh, and 
drink their blood ; we will take fcalps, and make pris- 
oners ; and fhould we perifli in this glorious enter- 
prife, we fhall not be for ever hid in the duft, for this 
belt fhall be a recompenfe to him' who buries the 
dead," Having faid this, he lays the belt on the ground, 
and he who takes it up declares himfelf his lieuten- 
ant, and is confidered as the fecond in command ; 
this, however, is only done by fome diftinguifhed 
warrior who has a right by the number of his fcalps, 
to the port. 

Though the Indians thus afTert that they will cat 
the flefh and drink the blood of their enemies, the 
threat is only to be cdnfidered as a figurative expref^ 
fion. Notwithflanding they foraetimes devour the 
shearts of thofe they flay, and drink their blood, by 
way of bravado, or to gratify in a more complete 

manner 
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manner their revenge, yet they are not naturally an-^ 
thropophagi, nor ever feed on the flefli of men. 

The chief is now wafhed from his* fable covering, 
anointed with bear's fat, and painted with their red 
paint, in fuch figures as will make him appear mofl: 
terrible to his enemies. He then lings the war fong, 
and enumerates his warlike actions. Having done 
this he fixes his eyes on the fuhj and pays his adora- 
tion to the Great Spirit, in which he is accompanied 
by all the warriors. 

This ceremony is followed with dances, fuch as. I 
have before defcribed ; and the whole concludes with 
a feaft which ufually confifts of dog's flefh. 

This feaft is held in the hut or tent of the chief 
warrior, to which all thofe who intend to accompany 
him in his expedition fend their difhes to be filled ; 
and during the feaft, notwithftanding he has fafted 
f o long, he fits compofedly with his pipe in his mouthy 
and recounts the valorous deeds' of his family. 

As the hopes of having their wounds, fhould they 
receive any, properly treated, and expeditioufly cured, 
muft be fome additional inducement to the warriors 
to expofe themfelves more freely to danger, the priefts, 
who are alfo their doftors, prepare fuch medicines as 
will prove efficacious. With great ceremony they 
carry various roots and plants, and pretend that they 
im|^ to them the power of healing. 

Notwithftanding this fuperilitious method of pro- 
ceeding, it is very certain that they have acquired a 
knowledge of many plants and herbs «that are of a 
medicinal quality, axkd which they know how to u£e 
with great Ikill. 

From the time the refolution of engaging in a war 
is taken, ta the departure of the warriors, the nights 
are fpent in feftivity, and their days in makmg the 
needful preparations. . 

If it is thought neceflary by the nation going to 
war, to folicit the alliance of any neighbouring tribe, 

they 
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they fix upon one of their chiefe who fpeafcs the lan- 
guage of that people w^ll, and who is a good orator, 
and fend to them by him a bek of wampmn, on which 
is fpecified the purport of the embafly in figures thai . 
every nation is well acquainted with. At the feme 
time he carries with him a hatchet painted red. 

As foon as he reaches the camp or Tillage to which 
he is dcftined, he acmiaints thachief of the tribe with 
the general tenor of his commiffion, who immediately 
aiTembles a council, to which the ambafi^ador is iit- 
vited. There having laid the hatchet on the ground 
he holds the belt in his hand, ,-and enters more mi- 
nutely into the occafion of his embafly. In his fpcech 
he invites them to take up the hatchet, and as foon as 
he has finifhed fpeaking delivers the belt. 

If his hearers are inclined to become auxiliaries 
to his nation, a chief fleps forward and takes up the 
hatchet, and they immediately efpoufe with fpirit the 
caufe they have thus engaged to flippbrt. But if on 
this application neither the belt or hatchet are accept- 
ed, the emiflary concludes that the people whofc aC- 
fiftance he folicits have already entered into an alli- 
ance with tfie foes of his nation, and returns with 
ipeed to inform his countrymen of his ill fuccefs. 

The manner in which the Indians declare war 
againft each other, is by fending a fiave with a hatc^t-hi. 
et, the handle of which is painted red, to the nation 
which they intend to break with ; and the mefl[enger^ 
notwithftanding the danger to which he is expofed 
from the fuddcn fury of thofe whom he thus fets at 
defiance executes hiscommifiion with great fidelity. 

Sometimes this token of defiance has fuch an in- 
ifbntaneous eSk(k on thofe to whom it is prefented> 
that in the firft tranfports of their fury a fmall party 
will iflSie foxth, without waiting for the pcrmiflion cf 
the elder chiefs, and flaying the firfl: of the ofiending 
liation they meet, cut open the body and ftick a hatch- 
et of the fame kind m that, they have juft received^ 

inta 



CARVER'S TRAVELS. 177 

into the heart of their flaughtered foe. Among the 
more remote tribes this is done with an arrow or fpear, 
the end of whicMs painted red. And the more to 
exafperate, they dUniu.^.^ ^le body, to fhow that 
they efteem them not as men, bm .^ ^y women. 

The Indians feldom take the field in 12.*^^, ^ ,. 
as fuch numbers would require a greater degre^xi .. 
mduftry to provide for their fubfiftence, during their 
tedious marches througtf dreary forefts, or long voy- 
ages over lakes and rivers, than they would care to 
beftow. . ' 

Their armies are never encumbered, with baggage 
or military ftores. Each warrior, befides hb weapons, 
carries with him only a mat, and whilft at a diftance 
from the frontiers of the enemy fupports himfelf with 
the game he kills or the,fifh he catches. 

When they pafs through a country where they have 
no apprehenfions of meeting with an enemy, they ufe 
very little precaution, fometimes there are fcarcely a 
dozen warriors left together, the reft being difperfed 
in purfuit of their game ; but though they feould have 
roved to a very confiderable diftance from the war- 
path, they are fure to arrive at the place of rendezvous 
by the hour appointed. 

They always pitch their tents long before funfet ; 
and being naturally prefumptuous, take very little care 
to guard againft a furprife. They place great confi- 
dence in their Manitous, or houfehold gods, which 
they always carry with them ; and bping perfuaded 
that they tike upon them the office of centinels, they 
flcep very fecurely under their proteftion. 

Thefe Manitous, as they are called by fome nations, 
but which are termed Wakons, that is fpirits, by the 
Naudoweffies, are nothing more than the otter and 
martin Ikins I have already defcribed, for which 
however, they have a great veneration. 
' After they ha^e entered the enemy's country, no 
people can be more^ cautious and circumfpedt i fires ^ 

are 
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arc no longer lighted, no mope fliontlng is heard, not' 
the game any longer purfued. They are not even ' 
permitted to fpeak ; but muft convey whatever they 
have to impart to ^^^^^^T^^'^' f ^ ^'^^'• 

They nqw^-r*^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ftratagem and am- 
1 , /<iZ. :flaving diicovered their enemies, they (end 
-t^Trcconnoitre them $ and a council is immediately 
helU, during which they fpeak only in whifpers to pon>* 
fider of the intelligence imparted by thofe who vwec 
fcnt out. 

The attack i^ generally made juft before day breaks 
at which period they fuppoie their foes to be in their 
founded fleep. Throughout the whole of the pre- 
ceding night they will lie flat upon their faces, with** 
out ftirring ; and make their approaches in the fame . 
.pofture, creeping upon their hands and feet till thejr 
are got within bow ihot of thofe they have deftined to 
deftruftion. On a fignal given by the chief warrior, 
to jBirhich the whole, body makes anfwer by the moft 
hideous yell, they all ftart up, and difcharging theic 
arrows in the fame inftant, without giving their ad* 
verfaries time . to recover from the confufion into 
which they are thrown, pOur in upon them with their 
war clubs or tomahawks. 

The Indians think there is little glory to be acquir- 
ed from attacking their enemies openly in the field ; 
their greateft pride is to furprift: and deftroy. They 
feldom engage without a manifeft appearance of advan- 
tage. If they find the enemy on their guard, too 
ftrongly entrenched, or fuperior in numbex^, they 
retire, provided there is an opportunity of doing To. 
And they efteem it the greateft qualification of a 
chief warrior, to be able to manage an attack, fo as 
to deftroy as many of the enemy as pofiible, at the ex- 
penfe of a few men. 

Sometimes they fecurc thcmfelves behind trees, 

r hillocks, or ftones, and having given one or two 

rounds, retire before they are difcovered. Europeans, 

who 
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who are unacquainted with this method of fight- 
ing too often find to their caSk the deftruftive eflicacy 
otit. 

General Braddock was one of this unhappy num- 
ber. Marching in the year 1755, ^^ attack Fort Da 
<^efne, he was intercepted by a party of French and 
confederate Indians in their intereft, who by this in- 
iidicNis method of engaging found means to defeat 
ios army, which xonfifted of about two thoufand 
brave and well difciplined troops. So fecurely were 
die Indians pofied, that the Englifh fcarcely knew 
from whence or by whom they where thus annoyed 
During the whole of the engagement the latter had . 
Scarcely a fight of an enemy ^ and w^e oldiged to , * 
Tetreat without the &tisfa£tion of being, able to take ' 
the leaft degree of revenge for the havoc made among^^, 
4hem. The-^kneraL-paid for his temerity with his 
life, and was accompanied in his fall by a great num- , 
ber of brave fellows 5 whilft his invifible enemies had 
only two or thre^ of thctf number wounded. 

When the In<&kas fucceed in their filent approach- 
es and are able to force the camp which they attack^ 
a foene of horror that exceeds defcription, enfues 
The favage fiercenefs ef the conquerors, and the deC* 
peration of the conquered, who well know what they 
have to expert ihould they fall alive into the hancb 
of ihdr aiTailants, occafion the moft extraordinary 
•e^rtionfi on both fides. The figure of the combat- 
ants all befmeared with black and red paint, and cov 
-ered with the blood «of the flain, their horrid yell% 
and ungovernable fury, are not to be conceived by 
thofe who-havc never crofied the Atlantic. 

I have frequently been, afpedtator of them, and 
once bore a part in a fimilar icene. But what added 
•to the horror of it was, that I had not the confolation 
•of being iible to ^ppofe their favage attacks. Every 
eircum^nce of the adventure ftill dwells on my rch 
-membrancei and enables me to defcribe with greater 

perijpicuitf 
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perfpicuity the brutal fierccnefs of the Indians when 
they have furprifed or overpowered an enemy. 

As a detail of the maffacre at Fort William Henry, 
in the year 1757, the fcene to which I refer, cannot 
appear foreign to the defign of this publication, but 
will ferve to give my readers a juft idea of the feroc- 
ity of this people, I (hall take the liberty to infert it, 
apologizing at the fame time for the length of the 
digrefiion,- and thofe egotifms which the relation ren- 
ders unavoidable. 

General Webb, who commanded the Englifh ar- 
my in North America, which was then encamped at 
Fort Edward, having intelligence that the French 
troops under Monf. Montcalm were making (bme 
movements towards Fort William Henry,* he detach- 
ed a corps of about fifteen hundred men, confifting 
of Englifh and Provincials, to ftrengthen the garrifon« 
In this party I went as a volunteer among the lattet. 

The apprehenfions of the Englifh General were 
not without foundation ; for the day after our arrival 
we faw Lake George (formerly lake Sacrament) to 
which it lies contiguous, covered with an immenfe 
number of boats j and in a few hours we found our 
lines attacked by the French" General, who had jufl 
landed with eleven thoufand Regulars and Canadians, 
and two thoufand Indians. Colonel Monro, a brave 
officer, commanded in the Fort, and had no more 
than two thoufand three hundred men with him, our 
detachment included. 

With thefe he made a gallant defence, and proba- 
bly would have been able at lafl: to preferve the Fort 
had he been properly fupported, and permitted to 
continue his efforts. On every fummons to furren- 
der fent by the- French General, who offered the 
mofl honorable terms, his anfwer repeatedij; w*^* 
That he yet found himfelf in a condition to repH the 
mofl vigorous attacks^his befiege«s were able to make ; 

and 
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and if he thought his prcfent force infufficicntj'hc 
could foon be fiipplied with a greater number from 
the adjacent army. 

But the Colonel having acquainted General Webb 
with his fituation, and defired he would fend him 
fomc frefli troops, the General difpatched a meflenger 
to him with a letter, wherein he informed him that it 
was not in his power to afiiil him, and therefore gave 
him orders to furrender up the Fort on the beft terms 
he could procure* This packet fell into the hands 
of the French General, who immediately fcnt a flag 
of truce, defiring a conference with the governor. 

They accordingly met, attended only by a fmall 
guard in the centre between the lines j when Monf. 
Montcalm told the Colonel, that he was come in per- 
fon to demand pofleflion of the Fort, as it belonged 
to the Kjng his mafter. The Colonel replied, that 
he knew not how that could be, nor ihould he fur- 
render it up whilft it was in. his ^ower to defend it. 

The French General rejoined, at the fame time 
delivering the packet into the Colonel's hand, " By 
this authority do I make the«requifition.'' The brave 
Governor had no fooner read the contents of it, and 
was convinced that fuch were the orders of the com- 
mander in chief, and not to be difobeyed, than he 
hung his head iu iilence, and reliiftantly entered into 
a negociatign. 

In co]3£deration of the gallant defence the garrifon 
had made, they were to -be permitted to march out 
with all the honors of war, to be allowed covered 
waggons to tranfport their baggage to Fort Edward, 
and a guard to protedl them from the 6iry of the 
favages. 

The morning after the capitulation was figned, as 
fopn as day broke, the whole garrifon, now confifting 
of about two thoufand men, bdides women and chil^ 
dren» were drawn up within the lines, - and on the 
point of- marching off, when great numbers of the 
(^ Indians 
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Indians g^hei^d about, and fcegan t<j plunder. Wc 
were at firft in hopes that this was their only view, 
and fuffered them' to proceed without oppofition; 
Indeed it was not in our .power to n«Jte any, had we 
been fo inclined ; (oar though we were permitted to 
ca: ry off our arms, yet we were not allowed a jfcglc 
round of ammunkioii. In thefe hopes however wc 
were difappointcd ; for prefcntly fome of them began 
tp attack the fick and wounded, whea fuch as were 
not able to.prawl into the ranks, notwithftanding they 
endeavoured .to avert the fury of their enemies by 
their fhriekfi or groans, were foon diipatched. 

Here we were fully in expeftation that the difturb- 
nnce would have concluded ; jand our little army be- 
gan to move 5 but in a fliort time we faw the firont 
division driven back, and difcovered that we were en- 
tirely encircled by the favages. We expefted every 
moment that the guard, whidi the French by the 
articles pf capitulation, had agreed to allow us, would 
have arrived, and put an end to our apprehenfions ; 
but none appeared. The Indians now began to ftrip 
eveiy one without exception of their arms and clothes, 
and thofe who made the leaft refiftanqe fch the weight 
,of their tqm^awks. 

I happened to be in the rear divjfion, btit it was 
not long before I ihared the fate of my cpriipanions. 
Three or four of the favages laid hold 6f me, and 
whilft fome held their weapons over my head, the 
others foon difrobed me of my coat, waiftcoat, hat, 
and buekles, omitting not to take from me t^at mon- 
cy I had in my pocket. As this was tranfafted clofc 
hy thp pafiage that led from the lines on to the plain, 
near which a French centincl was pofted, I ran to 
him and claimed his proteftion 5 ^ut he only called, 
me an Englifli dog, and thmft me ,with violence back 
ngaxn into the midft of the Indians. 

I now endeavoured to join a body of our troops 
that w^re crowded together at .fome diftancej but 

innumerable 
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inniuxterable were the blows that were made at me 
. with 'differem weapons as I puffed on ; lackily how- 
ever the favages were fo clofe together^ that they 
could not ftrike at me without endangering each oth- 
er. Notwkhftanding which on^ of them^ found 
means to make a thruil at me with a fpear, which 
grazed my fide, and from another I received a wound, 
with the fame kind of weap^^ in my smcle. At 
length I gained'the fpot where my countrymen ftoodi 
and forced myfelf into the midft of th^n. But be- 
fore I got thus far out of the hands 6f the Indians, 
the collar and wriftbsoids of my fliirt were all that 
remained of it, and my flefh was fcratched and torn 
in many places by their favage g^pes* 

By this time the war whoop was^ given, and the 
Indians began to murder thofe that were neareft to* 
them without diftin£tion. It is not in the power of 
words to give any tolerable idea of the horrid fcene 
that now enfued j men, women, smd children were 
difpatched in tihe moft wanton and cruel manner, and 
immediately fcalped. Many of thefc favages drank 
the blood of their vi^ms, as it flowed warrii from 
the fatal wound. ^ 

We now perceived, though too late to avail us, 
that we- were to expert no rdief from the French ; 
and that, cmitrary to the agreement they had fo lately 
figned to allow us a fuffici^it foree to proteA us from 
thefe infults, they tacitly permiitted them ; for I could 
plainly perceive the French officers walking about at 
fome diibnce, difcourfing together with apparent un- 
concern. For the honor of human nature I would 
hope that this flagrant breach of every facred law, 
proceeded rather from the favage difpofition of the 
Iixdiansy which I acknowledge it is ibmetimes almoft 
impoflible to control, apd which m^ht now unex- 
peftedly have arrived to a pitch not eafily to be re- 
ftrdnedy. than to any premeditated ddign in the 
French commander. An unprejudiced obfer\'^cr 

would, 
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would, however, be apt to conclude, that a body of 
ten thoufand troops, moftly chriftian troops, had it 
in their power to prevent the maffacre from becom- 
ing fo general. But whatever was the caufe from 
which it arofe, the confequences of it were dread- 
fill, and not to be paralleled in modern hiftory. 

As the circle in which I flood enclofed by this 
time was much thinnc^, and death feemed to be* ap- 
proaching wijh hafty ftrides, it was propofed by fome 
of the moft refolute to make one vigorous effi)rt, and 
endeavor to force our way through the favages, &e 
only probable method of prcferving our lives that 
now remained. This, however defperate, was refolv- 
ed on, and about twenty of us fprung at once into 
the midft of them. 

In a moment we were all feparated, and what was 
the fate of my companions I could not learn till fome 
months after, when I found that only fix or fevcn of 
them efFe<Sled their defign. Intent only on niy own 
hazardous fituation, I endeavoured to make my way 
through my favage enemies in the bcft manner pofii- 
ble. And I have often been aftoniihed fince, when 
I have recoUefted with what compofure I took, as I 
did, every neceffary ftep for my prefervation. Some 
I overturned, being* at that time yoimg and athletic, 
and others I paficd by, dcxteroufly avoiding their wea- 
*pons ; till at laft two very ftont chiefs, of the moft 
favage tribes, as I could diftinguiih by thdr drefs, 
whofe ftrength I could not refift, laid hold of me- by 
each arm, and began to force ifie through the crowd. 

I now reftgned myfelf to my fate, not doubting but 
that they intended to difpatch me, and then to fati- 
ate their vengeance with my blood, as I found they 
were hurrying me towards a retired fwamp that lay 
at fome diftance. But before we had got many yards, 
an Englifh gentleman of fome diftin^tion, as 1 could 
difcover by his breeches, the only covering he had on, 
which were of fine fcarlet velvet, ruihed clofe by us. 

One 
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One of the Indians inftantly relinquiihed his hold, and 
fpringing on this new object, endeavoured to feizc 
him as his prey ^ but the gentleman being ftrong, 
threw him on the ground, and would probably have 
got away, had not he who held my other arm, quit-^ 
ted me to afiift his brother. I feized the opportuni- 
ty,' and haftened away to join another party of Eng- 
lish troc^s thai were yet unbroken, and ftood in a 
body at fome diftance. But before I had taken many 
fieps, I haftily caft my eye towards the gentleman^ 
and ^w the Indian's tomahawk gaih into his back and 
heard him utter his laft groan » this added both to my 
ipeed and defperation. 

I had left this ihocking icene but a few jrards, when 
a' fine boy about tw^elve years of age, that had hither* 
to eicapedt came up to me» aikl begged that I would 
let him lay hold of me, fo that he might ftand fome 
chance of getting out of the t^ands of the favages. 
I told him that I would give hipi every aiHftance in 
my pow«r, and to this purpofe bid him lay hold ; biii 
in a few.mmnfitnts.he was torn from my fide, and by 
his ihrieks I judge was foon demoUihed. I could not 
help forgetting my. own cares for a minute^ to lament 
the fate of fb young a fujSerer ; but it was utterly im- 
poffible for me to take any methods to prevent it. 

I now got once more into the midft of friends, but 
we were unable to afford each other any fuccor. As 
this was the diviflcm that had advanced the fur-theft 
from the fort, I thought there might be a pofEbility 
(though but a bare one) of my forcing my way through 
the outer ranks ^f the Indians, and getting to a neigh- 
bouring wood, which I perceived at fome diftance. 1 
was ftill eacourgged to hope 1^ the almoft miraculous 
prefervation I had already experienced. 

Nor were my hopes in vain, or the effiarts I made 

ineffeftual. SiifBce ii to fay, that I rciached the wood.; 

but by the time I had penetrated a little way into it, 

my breath wais. To exhaufted that -I threw myfelf int.o 

0^2 a brake 
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a brake, and lay for fomc minutes apparently at the 
laft gafp. At length I recovered the power of refpi- 
ration •, but my apprehcnfiens returned with all their 
former force, when I faw feveral ftvages pafs by, prob- 
ably in purfuit of me, at»no very great diftance. In 
this fituation I %new not whether it was better to pro- 
ceed, or endeavor to conceal myfelf where I lay, till 
night' came on ; fearing, however, that they would 
return the fome way, I thought it moft prudent to 
get further from the dreadful fcene of my diftrefles. 
Accordingly, ftriking into another part of the wood, 
1 haftened on as faft as the briars and the loft of one 
of my fhoes would permit' me ; and aftqr^a flow prog- 
refs of fome hours, gained a hill that overlooked the 
plain which I had juft left, -from whence I could dif- 
cern' that the bloody ftorm ftill raged with unabated 
fury. ♦ • 

But not -to tir^ iniy readers, I fliall only add, that 
nfter paffing three days Without fubfiftence, and en- 
during the feverity of the* cold dews fbf "three nights, 
I at length reached Fort Edward 5 where with' proper 
care my body fooi^ ffecovered' its wonted -ftrength, 
and- my mind, as far as the i^colleftion of the late 
melancholy event's would permit, its ufual compofurc» 

It was computed that ' fifteen hundred perfons wer^ 
killed or made prifoners by thefe'favages during this 
fatal day. Many of the latter were carfied oflF by 
them and never returned. A few, through favoura- 
ble 'Occidents, found ^ their way^back to their- native 
country, after having experienced a long *and feverc 
captivity. - . • «'• ' -' ' • • - ■ 

The brhve Colonel Monro bad h&ftened-aWay, foon 
after the eonfufion be^an, to the French camp to en- 
deavor to procure the guard agreed 'by the ftipula- 
tion •,- but his application proving' infefFedtual, he re- 
anained'there till General Webb-fent a party of troops 
to demand and proteift him back to Fort Edward. 
' But thefe unhappy concurrences, which would prob- 
•' - ■• . .- ■ ably 
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aMy have been prevented, had he been left tp pur- 
fue his own plans, together with the lofs of fo many 
brave fellows, murdered in cold blood, to whofe valor 
he had been fo lately a witnefs, made fuch an impref- 
fioii on his mind, that he did not long furvive. He 
died in. about three months of a broken hearty and 
with truth might it be faid, that he was an honor to" 

his country. ^^ 

I mean not to point out the following circumftance 
as the immediate judgment of heaven, and intended - 
as an atonement for this daughter ; but I cannot 
omit that very few of thofc different tribes of Indians 
that fhared in 4t ever lived to return home. The 
fmall-pox, by means of their communication with 
the Europeans, found its way among thesn, and made 
an equal havoc to what they thcmfelves had done. 
The methods they purfued on the firft attack of that 
malignant diforder, to abate the fever attending it^ 
rendered it fatal. Whilft their blood was in a ftatc 
of fermentation, and nature was driving to throw out 
the peccant matter, they checked her operations by 
plunging into the water: the confequence was that 
they died by hundr^^s. The few that furvived were 
transformed by it into hideous obje£b> and bore with 
them to the grave deep indented mark^ of this much 
dreaded difcafc. 



Monfieur Montcalm fell foon after on the plains of 
Quebec. 

That the unprovoked cruelty of this commander 
was not approved by the generality of his country- 
men, I have fince begx«convinced of by many proofs. 
One only however, which I received from a perfon 
who was witnefs to it, Ihall I at prefent give. A Ca- 
nadian merchant, of fome consideration*, having heard 
of the furrender of the Engliih Fort, celebrated the 
fortunate event with great rejoicings and hofpitality, 
according to the cuftom of that country ; but no 
fooiier did the news of the paaffacre which enfued 

reach 
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reach Us ears, than h$ put an immediate ftop ta the 
feftivity, and exclaimed in the fevereft terms agairift 
the inhuman penniffion $ declaring at the fame time 
,th'at thofe who had connived at it, had th^eby drawn 
down, on that part of their king's dominicms the ven- 
geance of Heaven. To this he added, that he much 
feared the total lofs of them would deferredly be the 
confequence. How truly this prediftion has beea 
verified we well know. 

But to return : though the Indians are negligent 
in guarding againft furprifes, they are alert and dex- 
lerous in fuipriiing their enemies. To their caution 
and perfeyerance in ftealtng on the party they defign 
to attack, they add that adimrable talent, or rather 
inftin£tive qualification I have already defcribed, of 
tracing out thofe they are in purfuit of. On the 
fmpotheft grafs, on the hardefk earth, and* even on 
the very flones, will they difcover the traces of an 
enemy, and by the ihape of the footfteps, and the 
diftance between the prints, diflinguiih not only 
whether it is a man or woman who has pafied that 
way, but even the nation to which they belong. 
However incredible this might appear, yet, from the 
many proofs I received whilft among them of their 
amazmg fagacity in this point, I fee no reafon to dtf^ 
credit even thefe extraordinary exertions of it. 
^ When they have overcome an enemy, and viftory 
is no longer doubtful, the conquerors firfl difpatch 
all fuch as they think they fhall not be able to carry 
off without great trouble, and then endeavor to take 
as'many prifoners as poffible 5 after this they return 
to fcalp thofe who are either dead, or too much 
wounded to be taken with them. 

At tlys bufinefs they are exceedingly expert. They 
feize the head of the difabled or dead enemy, and 
placing one of their feet on the neck, twifl their left 
hand m the hair ; by this means, having extended the 
Ikin, that covers the top of the head, they draw out 

their 
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their fcalping knives, Vhich are always kept in good 
order for this cruel purpofe, and with a few dexterous 
fbrokes take off the part that is termed the fcalp. 
They are fo expeditious in doing this, that the whole 
time required fcarcely exceeds a minute. Thefe they 
preferve a& monuments of their prowefs, and at the 
fame time as proofs of the vengeance they have in- 
fii<Sted on their enemies. 

If two Indians feize in' the fame inftant a prifotter, 
and feem ta have an equal claim> the conteft betweeir 
them is foon decided 5 for to put a fpeedy end to any 
difpute that might arife, the perfon that is apprehen^ 
five he Iball lofe his expefted reward, imtnediatly 
has recourfe to his tomakawk or war club, and knocks-' 
oA the head the unhappy caufe of their conten- 
tion. *** ^ 

Having completed their piirpofes, anfd made asr 
- much havoc as poflible, they ' immediately retire to- 
wards their own country, with the f^oil theyhave^ 
acquired, for fear of being- purfiied.- • 

Should this be the cafe, they rtiakfe ufe of many 
ftratagems to elude the fearches of their purfufer^. 
They fometimes fcatter leaves, Tand, or duft over 
the prints of their feet-; fometimes tread in each 
other's fbotfteps : and fometimes lift their feet fo high 
and tread fo lightly, as not to make any imppeffion orr 
the ground. But if they find all thefer precautionjt 
unavailing, and that they are near being overtaken, 
they firft difpatch and fcalp their prifoners, and then* 
dividing, each endeavors to regain his native coun- 
try by a different route. This prevents all further 
purfuit ; for their purfiiers now defpairing, either of 
gratifying their revenge, or of releafing thofe of their 
triends who were made captives, return home. 

If the fuccefsful party is fo lucky as to make good 
their retreat uninolefted, they haften with the greateft 
expedition to reach a country where they may be per- 
fectly fecure ; and that their wounded companions 

may 
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may not retard their flight, they carry them by turns 
in litters, or if it is in the winter feafon draw thexa 
on fledges. 

Their litters arc made in a rude manner of the 
branches of trees. Their fledges coniift of two fmall 
thin boards, about a foot wide when joined, and near 
flx feet long. The forepart is turned up, and the 
iides are bordered with fmall bands. The Indians 
draw thefe carriages with great eafe, be they evet fo 
much loaded, by means of a firing which pafles round 
the breaft. This coHar is called a Metump, and is in 
ufe throughout America, both in the fettlements and 
the internal parts. Thofe ufed in the latter are made 
of leather, and very curioufly wrought. 

The prifoncrs during their march are guarded 
with the greateft care. During the day, if the jour- 
ney is over land, they are always held by fome of -the 
lufkorious party 5 if by water, they are fattened to 
the cano^. in the night time they are ftretched 
along the ground, quite naked, with their legs, armsj 
aad neck faftened to hooks fixed in the ground. Be- 
fides this, cords are tied to their arms or legs, which 
are held by an Indian, who infl-antly awakes at the 
leaft motion of them* 

Notwithftanding fuch precautions are ufually taken 
by the Indians, it is recorded in the annals of New 
liigland, that one of the weaker fex, almoft alone, 
and unaffifted, found means to elude the vigilance of 
a party of warriors, and not only to make her efcape 
from them, but to revenge the <;^ufe of her coun- 
trymen. 

Some years ago, a fmall band of Canadian Indians^ 
confifting of ten warriors attended by two of their 
wives, made an irruption into the back fettlements of 
New England. They lurked for fome time in the 
vicinity of one of the moil exterior towns, and at 
length, after having killed and fcalped feyeraL people, 
found means to take prilbner a woman, who had with 

her 
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licr a fon of about twelve years of age. Being fatif- 
fied with the execution they had done, they retreated 
towards their native country, which lay at three hun- 
dred miles diftance, and carried off with them their 
two captii^es. 

The fecond night of their retreat, the woman, 
whofe name, if I miftakc not, was Rowe, formed a 
rcfolution worthy of the moft intrepid hero. She 
thought fhc ihould be able to get from her hands the 
i^nanacles by which they were confined, and determin- 
ed if fhe did fo to make a defperate effort for the re- 
covery of her freedopi. To this purpofe, when fhe 
concluded that her conquerors were in their foundefl 
fleep, fhc fh-ove to flip the cords from her hands. In 
this fhe fycceeded ; and cautioned her fon, whom 
they had fuffered to go unbound, in a whifper, againfl 
being furprifed at wnat fhe was about to do, fhe re- 
moved at a diftance with great warinefs the defeniive 
weapons of the Indians, which lay by their fides. . 

Having done this, fhe put one of the tomahawks 
into the hands of the boy, bidding him to follow her 
example ; and taking another . henelf, fell upon the 
ileeping Indians, feveral of whom fhe infirantly dif- 
patched. But her attempt was nearly frufbrated by 
the imbecility of her fon, who wanted both flrength 
and refolution, made a feeble fb-oke at one of them, 
which only ferved to awaken him ; fhe however 
fprung at the rifing warrior, and before he could re- 
cover his arms, made him fink under the weight of 
her tomahawk 5 and this fhe alternately did to all the 
reft, except one of the women, who awoke in time, 
and made her efcape. . 

The herome then took off the fcdpsiDf her vanquilh- 
cd enemies, and feizing alfo thofe they were carrying 
^ay with them as proo6 of their fiiccefs, fhe return- 
ed in triumph to the town from whence fhe* had fb 
lately been dragged, to jthe great aftonifliment of her 

neighbors. 
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of ttue canp or village » where, being ftript, and every 
part of their bodies blackened, the fkin of a crow 
or raven is fixed on their heads. They are then 
t)ound to a ftake, with faggots heaped around them, 
and obliged^ for the laft time, to fing their death 
ibng.. ♦ " » 

1 he -warriors, for fach it is only who commonly 
iijffer this puniflwnent, now perform m a more prolix 
isaanner this fad folemnity. They recount with an 
audible voice all the brave actions they have perform-, 
cd, and pride themfclyes in the number of enemies 
they have killed. ; la this rehearfajl they fpare not evea. 
their tormentors, but ftrive by every proyoking tale . 
they can invent, to irritate and inAilt tlaem. Sdme^ 
times this has the d|jfired effed, and the fufterers arc 
difpatched fooner than they «otherwife would have 
been. 

There are many other methofJs which the Indians, 
ijiake uTe of tx> put their prifoAers to death> but thefe! 
.are only occailonal ) that, of * burning is moft generally. 
*ufed. , . ■ , ... . . 

Whilft I was^ the chief town of the Ottagaumies, 
an Illinois Indian was brought in, who had been 
made a prifoner by one of their war pa[tties, I had 
then an opportunity of feeing, the cuftomary cruelties, 
iiiflifted by t)iefe people, OiU their captives, tlu9ugh^ 
^e mintiteft part of their procpfs.. . Af|:er the previous.. 
Aeps neceiTary to this condemnation, 'he was .carried^ 
early in the morning, to a. little, difiance 6:oAn tKc 
town, where he was bound to a tree* , . .. 
^ Tliis being done, all the boys, who am^ounted to a 
great number, as x]xg place w,as populous, were per-, 
mitted to amufe . theipfelvej, with fli opting, tpeir ar-* 
rows at the xmhappy yiftim. Ajs.tliey.were nqne o^ 
them more than twelv^ years pl^,, afid 'wi^ere placed at, 
a coniiderable diftance, they had not (Ifength. to. pen-. 
ctrati9. to the vitai' parts^ fo that the .poor, wretch 
.... , . / . . ,. ftood 
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ftood pierced with arrows, and fuffering the confequcnt 
agonies,, for more than two days. 

During this time he fiing his warlike exploits^. 
He reicapittdated every ftratagem he had ma^ ufe 
ef to furprife hfs enemies ; he boafted of the quan- 
tity of fcalps he poflefled, and enumerated the pris- 
oners he had taken. He then defcribed the diflFer- 
ent barbarous methods by which he had put the lat- 
ter to death, and fecmed even then to receive incon- 
ceivable pleafiire from the recital of the horrid tale. 

But he dwelt more particularly on the cruelties he* 
had praftifed on fuch of the kindred of his prefcnt 
tormentors as had fallen into his hands ; endeavour- 
ing by thcfe aggravated infults to induce them to in- 
ereafe his tortures, that he might be able to give 
greater proofs of fortitude. Even in the laft ftrug- 
gles of life, when he was no longer able to vent in 
words the indignant provocation his tongue would* 
have uttered) ft fmile of mingled fcora and triumph, 
fat oh his countenance. .. — — 

This method of tormenting their enemies is confid- 
ered by the Indians as produ£^ive of more than one 
beneficial confequciice. It fatiates, in a greater de- 
gree, that diabolical hift of revenge, which is the pre- 
dominant paf]5on in the breaft of every individual of 
every tribe, and it gives the growing warriors an 
6arly propenfity to that~ cruelty ^nd thirft for blood, 
which is (b neceflary a qualification for fuch as would 
be thoroughly (killed in their favage art of war. 

I have been inf6rmed, that an Indian who was 
tsnder the hands of his tormentors, had the audacity 
t0 tell them, that they were ignorant old women, and 
did not know-how to put brave prifoners to death. 
He acquainted them that he had heretofore taken 
foiAe of their warriors, and inftead of the trivial pun-- 
iflimcnts they inflifted on hiin,*he had devifed for 
them the moft excruciating torments j that having 
bound them to a fbke,^ he had fhick their bodies 
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fu)JS of iharp fpUnters of turpentine wood, tp which 
he then fet fire, and dancing around them enjoyed 
the agonizing pangs of the flaming vi£lims. 

This iM^vado, which carried with it a degree of 
infult, that even the accuftomed ear of an Indian, 
could not liften to unmoved, threw his tormentors 
oflF their guard, and fhortened the duration of his 
torments; for one of the chiefs ran to him," and 
ripping out his heart, flopped with it'the mouth from 
which had iffued fuch provoking language. . 
* Innumerable are the ftories that may be told of the 
courage and refolution of the Indians, who happen 
to be made prifeners by their adverfariies. Many 
that I have heard are fo aftonifhing, that they fcem 
to exceed the utmoft limits of credibility ^ it is, how- 
ever, certain that thefe favages are pofleiTed with ma-5 
ny heroic qualities, and bear every fpecies of misfor- 
tunes with a degree of fortitude which has not been 
outdone by any of the ^cieot heroes either of Greece 
or of Rome, 

Notwith(landing theie aAs of feverity exercifed 
by the Indians towards thofe of their own fpecies, 
who fall into thdr hands, fome tribes of them have 
been remarked for their moderation to fuch female 
prifoners, belonging to the EngUfli colonies, as have 
happened*^ to be taken by them. Women of great 
beauty have frequently been carried off by them, and 
during a march of threej or four hundred miles, 
through their retired forens, have Iain by their fides 
without receiving any infult, and their chaftity has 
remained inviolate. Ihftances have happened where 
female captives, who have been pregnant at the time 
of their being taken, have found the pangs of child- 
birth come upon them in the midft of folitary woods* 
and favages their only companions i yet from thefe, 
favages as they were, have they received every affift- 
smce their fituation would admit of| and been tr^ted 
with a degree of delicacy and humanity they 'little 
'cxpeftcd. Tbk 
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This forbearance, it mufl: be acknowledged, does 
not proceed altogether from their difpofition, but is* 
only inherent in thofe who have fome communti ca- 
tion with the French miffionaries. Without intend- 
ing that their natural enemies, the Englifh, ftiouid 
enjoy the benefit of their labors, thefe fathers have 
taken great pain» to inculcate on the minds of the 
Ikidians the -general principles of humanity, which 
has diffufed itfelf through their manners, and har 
proved of puWk utility. 

Thofe prilbners that are configned to the houfe 
of grace, ^nd thefe are commonly the young men, 
womeif, and children, await the diipofal of the chiefs, 
who, after the execution of fuch as are: condemned 
to die, hokl a council for this purpofe. 

A herajd is fent round the village or camp, to give 
notice that fuch as have loft any relations in the late 
expedition, are defired to attend the diftribution 
T^hich is about to take place, Thofe women who 
liave loft their fons or hufbands, are generally fatis- 
fi«d in the firft place ; after thefe, fuch as have been, 
deprived of friends of a more remote degree sOf con- 
fanguinity, or who choofe to adopt focne of the youth. 
' The divifion being made, which is done, as in oth^ 
cr cafes, without the leaft difpute, thofe who have 
received any Ihare, lead them to their tents or huts ; 
and having utibound thehi, wafh and drefs their 
wounds, if they happen to have received .any •, they 
then clothe them, and give them the tnoft comforti- 
We and refrejQiing food tibeir ftore will afford. 

Whilft their new domeftlcs are feeding, they en-' 
dcavor to adminifter confblation to them ; they tell 
them that as they are redeemed from detrth, they muft^* 
now be cheerful atod' happy ; and if they ferve them* 
"well, wkhoirt raurniiinng or repining, nothing fliall 
be wanting to make them fuch atonenient for tJie lofr 
of thelf' country and friends as circnmiftmccs will aP 
low of. '♦.•..♦ • ■ ^ -' '^* • • - ^ 
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If any mea ' are fpared^ they are commotily given 
to the widows that have loft their hu(bands by the 
hand of the enemy, ihould there be any fuch, to< 
whom, if they happen to prove agreeable, they are 
fbon married. But fhould the dame be otherwife 
engaged, the life of him who falls to her lot is in 
great danger ; efpeclally if fhe fancies that her late 
httiband / wants a flave in the country of ijpiritSj to 
which he is. gone. 

When this is the cafe, a number of young men 
take the devoted captive to fome diftance, and dis- 
patch him without any ceremony : after he has been 
ipared by the council, they confider him of too little 
confequence to be entitled to the torments allotted to 
thofe who have been judged worthy of them. 

The women are ufually diftributed to the men^ 
from whom they do not fail of meeting with a favour- 
able ^reception. The boys and girls are taken into 
the families of fuch as have need of thein, and are 
coxijGdered as (laves ^ and it is not uncommon that 
they are fold in the fame capacity to the European 
traders who come among them. 

The Iiyiians have no idea of moderating the rav- 
ages of war, by fparing their prlfoners and entering 
into 9, negociation with the band from whom they 
have been taken, for aii exchange. All that are cap- 
tiyated by both parties, are either put to death, adopts 
ed, or made fl^ves of. And fo particular are every 
nation in this refpe£l, that if any of their tribe, even 
ia warrior, fhould be taken prifoner, and by chance 
be received into the houfe of grace, either as an adopt-^ 
ed perfon or a flave, and fhould afterwards make his 
efcape, they will by no means receive him, or ac-> 
knowledge him as one of their band. 

The condition of fuch as are adopted, differs ngt 
in any one infiance from the children of the nation 
to which they now belong. They afiume all the. 
ffighu ot tbofc vhofe places they fttpply> and fro** 

quently 
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<{aeiitly make no difficulty of going in- the war parties 
-mgpinA, their own countrymen. Should, however,* 
any of thofe by chance make their efcape, and be af-« 
terwards retaken, they are efteemed as imnatural 
children, and ungrateful ' perfons, who have deferted 
and made war upon their parents and bene£i£tors» 
and are treated with uncommon feverity. 

That part of the prifoners which are confidered as 
flaves, are generally diftributed among the chiefs i 
who frequenidy make prefents of fome of them to the 
European governors oiF the out pofts,* or to the fu» 
perintendants or commiflaries of Indian afiairs* I 
have been informed that it was the Jefuits and French 
miffionaries that firft occafioned the introduftion of 
thefe unhappy captives into the fettlements, and 
who by fo doing taught the Indians that tl^ ey were 
valuable. 

,. Their views indeed were laudable, as they imagin- 
ed that 'by this method they fhould not only prevent 
much bai4>arity and bloodihed, but find the opportu- 
nities of fpreading their religion among them increaf- 
ed. To this purpofe they encouraged the traders to 
purchafe fuch flaves as they met with. 

The good cffe£b of tlus mode of proceeding were 
not however equal to the expe£btions of thefe pious 
fitthers. Inftead of being the means of preventing 
cruelty and bloodihed, it only cau&d difientions be- 
tween the Indian nations to be carried on with a great- 
er degree of violences smd with unremitted ardor. 
The prize they fought for being no longer revenge 
or fame, but the acquiremei^t of fpirituous liquors^ 
for which their captives were tor be exchanged, and 
of whi^h almoft every nation is immoderately fond) 
they fought for their enemies with unwonted alao 
ijty, and were conftaotly on the watch to furprife 
and carry them o£f* 

It might ftill be faud that fewer of the captives are 
tormented and pat to dcath^ fiace tkde typcftations 

of 
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of receiviag ib valisaUe a conildenuion far them' kave 
been excited than there ufttally had been ; but it does 
not appear thai: their acctsftomed cniehy to the war«>* 
riors they- take; is in the leaf^ abated; their natural 
define of vengeance muft be gratified r thejr^ now only 
become niore affiduOus in fecnving a greater -number 
of young prifonerS) whilft thoie "vb^io are made cap* 
trre in their defence, are tormented and pat to deatb 
as before. • 

The nuffionaries. fmdtng, that contrary to their 
iwlfhes, their zeal had only ferved to increafe the fale 
of the noxious juices, apfdied to the goivemor of 
Canada, in the year 1693^ for a prohibation of this 
baneful trade. An order was iiTued accordinglyy but 
it could not put a total ftop to it ; the French Couri-- 
ers de Bois were hardy enough to carry it on chndef^ 
tinely, notwithftanding the penalty annexed to a 
breach of the prohibition was^ a confideralde fine and 
imprifonment. 

Some who were detefted in the proferntion of it,, 
withdrew into the Indian countries^ where they in- 
termarried with the nativem and underwent a Wun-^ 
tary banifhment. Thefcj however, being an aban* 
doned and debauched fet, their condu^ comributed 
very little either towards ceferming the manners of 
their new relations, or engaging them to entertain a. 
fs^oural^e opinion' i^the religtoa they profefied. Thu& 
did thfife indefetigaUe, r«ligioiK$ men, fte theb ie&gns^ 
in fbme meafure «iice more fmArateiL 

However, the en^gration was prodtiftiteof anef^ 
&A which tulrited out to be beneficial to theirnation*. 
By the connexion of ifiefe refugees with* the Iroquois, 
Miffi^uages, HuiXMis, Miamicsy 'Powtowottomies, 
Puants, MlffiOffionied^ Aigonkim, &c.* and the con- 
flanft vepT^ntaei^n? 'theft ^^aiiotts nations reeeiy«^ 
from them of the power and grandeur of the Fnenchy 
W the aggrandfe^etfT' of ifthofe tmonait^h, sioCwith- 
ftandifig theii; iftkoBmGVft^ tbey ftttt mailed t||^ 
' ^ habitual 
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habitual inclination, the Indians became infenfibly pre- 
judiced in favor of that people, and I am perfuaded 
will take every opportunity of fhewing their atfach- 
xacnt to them. 

And this, even in defpite of the difgraceful eftiraa- 
tion they muft l3e held by them, fincc they have been 
driven out of Canada ; for the Indians confider every 
conquered people as in a ftate of vaflalage to their 
conquerors. After one nation has finally fubdued 
another, and a conditional fubmiiBon is agreed on, it 
is cuftomary for the chiefs of the conquered, when 
they fit in coimcil with their fubduers, to wear petti- 
coats, as an acknowledgment that they are in a ftate 
of fubjeftion, and ought to be ranked among the wo- 
men- Their partiality to the French has. however 
t^en too deep root for time itfelf to Eradicate it. 



CHAPTER X. 



^OF THEIk MANNER OF MAKING PEACE, ^c. 

A HE wars that are carried on between the 
Indian nations are in general hereditary, and continue 
' from age to age with a few interruptions. If a peace 
* becomes neceflary, the principal care of both parties is 
to avoid the appearance of making the firft advances. 
When they treat with an enemy, relative to a fuf- 
penfion of hoftiUties, the chief who is commiflioned 
to undertake.the ncgociation, if it is not brought about 
by the mediation of fome neighbouring band, abates 
noting of his natural haughtinefs : even when the af- 
fairs of his country are in the worft fituation, he 
makes no conceffions, but endeavors to perfuade his 
adverfaries that it is their intereft to put an end to 
}the war. 

Accjidents 
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they amufcd themfelves three or four days in fifiihig. 
By this thiie^he ice being quite diflblyed, they made 
^ themfelvjji^fts, whith they were enabled to do by 
fome trees that fortunately grew on the ipot, and at- 
tempted to crofs one of the lakes. ' 

They accordingly fet off before day break ; but. the 
Ottagumies, who had been watchful of their motions, 
perceiving their defign, detached one hundred anxl 
fifty men from each of their parties, to- oppofe their 
landing; Thefe three' hundred tnarched fo expeai- 
tioufly to the other fide of the lake^ that they reached 
it before their opponents had gained the fhorc, jthey 
being Retarded by theirpoles fticking in the mud. 

As foon as the confederates arrived, they poiured 
in a very heavy fire, both from their bows and nnif- 
quetry, on the Iroquois, which greatly difeoncertcd 
them ; till the latter finding their fituation delperate, 
leaped into the water, and fought thdr way through 
their "Cridmies. This however they could not do with- 
out lofii^Lg more than half their men.' 

After the Iro^juois had landed, they madfe good their 
retreat, but were obliged to leave their enemies maf- 
ter5 of the fieldj-ahd inpoflfeflion of all the furs they 
had taken during their wmter's hunt. Thus dearly . 
did they .pay for an unprovoked excurfion to fuch a 
fliftance from the route they "dught to have purfucd, 
and to which they were only impelled by a fudden dc- 
fire of cutting off fome of their ancient enemies. 

But had they known their flreneth, they might have 
deftroyed every man of the party that bppofcd them ; 
which even at the firft onfet was only inconfiderable, 
9nd when diminiihed by the action, totally cmabic to 
make any ftand agaioft them. 

The victorious band r^arded the Chipeways» 
mho had been the mean$ of their fuccefs, with a iharc 
of the ijpoils. They pre0ed them to take any, quanti- 
ty they cholc of the richcfl: of the fiirs, and fent them 
wder an dcort' of-:fifty mcn^ t«^ tbtir own country.' 

The 
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The difintereftcd Chipeways, as the Indians in gene- 
ral are feldom adbiated by mercenary motives, for a 
confiderable time^refufed thefe prefents, but were at 
length perfuaded to accept ^/ .them. 

The brave and weli concerted refiftahce here made 
by the Ottagaumies and Saukies, aided by the media- 
tion of the Chipeways, who laying afide on this occa- 
iion the animofity they had fo long'born© thofe people, . 
ap|woved of the generous condu^ of their four chiefs, 
were together the means of efFefting a reconciliatijon. 
between thefe nations ; and in prbcefs- of time united 
them all in the bands of amity. 

And I believe that all the IndialiT^habiting that 
extenfiye country, which lies between Quebec, the 
banks of the-Mifliiippi north of the Ouifcohlm, aiSd the 
fettlepients belonging to the ilujj&n's Bay Company, 
are at prefent in a ftate of profound peace. ♦ When . 
their reftlefs difpofitions will not fuffer them to remain 
inaftive, thefe n(^|li>grn Indians- feldom commit hof- 
tilities on each otfeeir, but make excurfions to the 
fouthward, againft the Cllerokees, Choftahs, Chicka- 
iaws or Illinois. 

Sometimes the Indians grow tired of a jwar which 
they'^have carried on againft fome neighbouring nation 
for maiiy years without much fucccfs, and in this cafe 
they feek for mediators to begin a negociation. Thefe 
being obtaineS^ die treaty is^us conducted : 

A number of their own chiefs, joined by thofe who 
have accepted the friendly office, fet out together for 
the country of their enemies ; fuch as are xhofen for 
this putpofe, are chiefs of the moft extenfive abilities, 
and of the greateft integrity. They bear before them 
the Pipe of Peace, which I need not inform jny read- 
ers is of the fame nature as a Flag of Truce among 
the Europeans, and is treated with the greateft refpe£t 
and veneration, even by the moft barbarous. nations. 
I never heard of an inftance wherein. iJie bearers of 
tkifi facred badge of friendfhip were ever treated dif- 
s rcfpeitfully, 
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rcfpeftfully, or its rights violatecj. The Indians be- 
lieve that the Great Spirit never fu^rs an infraction 
of this kind to g| unpuniflied. 

The Pipe of reace, whijih is termed by tjie French 
the Calumet, for what t^on 1 could never learn» is 
about four feet loijig. The bowl of it is made of red 
marble, and the ftem of it of a light wood, cuirio^y 
painted with.hi^oglyphics in various colours^, and 
adorned with fi^thaars, of the moft beautiful bi^s j 
buj: it is not in my powei; to cpnyey an idea of the 
various tints and pleafing or^^ents of tlus much' 
.efteemed Indian implement. 

Every natio|r%as a diiSere^t method of decorating 
ithefe pipes, arid they can tell at firfljight to what 
band^ belong^. It is ufed as an intrOi(^dion to all 
treaties, and gre^ c^qremony attends the ufeof it on 
thefe oqgafions, 

^ The ailiftant or aid de, camp of the g^eat iprrior, 
when the chiefs are aflembled an^/eated, fills it with 
tobacco mixed with the herbs bcjfore mentioned, tak- 
ing care ^t the fame time that no part of it touches 
the ground. .When it is filled, he takes a coal that 
is thoroughly kincHed, from a fire which U generally 
kept burning in the.n^idf): of the aflembly^ smd.flaces 
it on the tobacco. * ^. j^ 

As foon as it i$ fofficiently lighted, hp throws off 
.the coal. He then turns^ the ftem of it; towards the 
heavensji after this towards the earth, and ^ow hold- 
ing it horizqntally, moves hiinfelf round till he has 
completed a circle j by the firft aftion he h fu|>pofed 
to prefent it to the Great Spirit, whofe aid is thereby 
/uppli Gated ; by the fecond, to avert any malicipu^ 
interpofition of the evil fpirits ; and by the third tp 
jiain the proteftion of the fpirits inhabiting the air, 
the earth, and the waters- Having thus fecured the 
favor of tliofe inviiible agents, in whofe power they 
fuppofe it i^ either to forward or obftrud the iflue of 
4h«ir prefent .deliberations, he prefents it. to the hered- 
itary 
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itary chief, who having taken two or three wliiffsi 
Wows the ftnoke from h& mouth, ^ft- towards hj^SSk- 
en, and then around himupoh the ground. ^ , *' 

It is afterwards pnt in the fame manner into the 
mouths of the ambafladofs-or'ftrangers, wh6 obferve 
the fame ceremonj*, then to the chief of the warriors, 
' ^nd ta all the other chiefs %(i ttrfi, according to their 
gradation. - During this time the perforf who. exe-- 
cutca thSs hoitorable office holdfe^the pipe' flightly in 
his hand, as if he feared to prefs the facrcd inftru- 
in£nt'5 lior do^s any caie prefiitap to touch it but with* 
iislips.'- 

When the chiefs who are intrul]pB4 ^^h the com- 
miffion for nAfcing peace, approach the town or camp 
to which they are gping, they begin to^flng and <lance 
the fong^v^ndf d^jees appropriated to* this ocijafion. 
JByv.thi« time* tM adverfe paStty are ^prized 'of then: 
an|?^ aijd, at the fig}^ of the Pipe. <)f Pe^^ div^ ^ 
ingthemfelves of their' wonted' €nei»j;,i|iinvlte them 
to the^u*Sition of fte'Great Chief, and fumifh theEs£,_ 
with every cOhyemenicy during the ncgociatioffi 

A council is then held*; aqd when the fpeeches 
and debates are ended, if nool^mictions arife to put 
a ftop tortile treaty, the painted hatchet" is buried iii* 
the ground, a$ ^f/^^n^p^ that aU animosities between 
the conte^idfBg "natrons have^ceafed, and a peace tak- 
en pJace, . .Ambf]tg thei«1jd©r bands, foch as have no 
cpmmunicatitm with tlie Europeans, a war dub, paint- 
ed rrrd is ^iK^d; inflead rf the hatchet. 

A belt^ of , Wampum, is alfo given on this occafion,. 
which ferves^ as a ratification of the peace, and re- 
cords to the lafeft pofterity, by Ac hieroglyphics into 
which the beads are formed, crery flipuiated article 
in the treaty. *" .. •:. 

Thefe belts are made of fhelb found on the coafl* . 
of New England and Vii^nia, ' which are fawed out 
into* beads of an oblong form, abojit a -quarter of aa 
loch long, and round like other beads* Being ftrung 

' < ou 
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bowl Of plfitter placed underneath, and made to fpin 
round. 
j; According as'tli^ bones prefent the #hitc or blade 
fide upwards they reckon the game ; he that happens 
to have the greateft number turn up of a fimilar col- 
our, counts five points ; and forty is the game. 

The winning party keeps his place, and the lolfer 
yields his to another who is appointed by one of the 
umpires ; for a whole village is fometimes concerned 
in the party, and at times one band plays againft 
another. ".^ 

During' tys plajr the Indians appear to be greatly 
agitated, at <very decifive throw &t up a hideous 
fhout. They make a.thoufand contortions, addreff* 
ing thcmfelves . at the^ fame time to the bones, and 
loading with imprecations, the evil fpirits that aflift 
their fuccefsful antagonifts. 

At this game fome ^vii^lofe their apparel, ^1 the 
niovcables of their caljjns, and fb,|llifimes even their 
liberty ; not with (landing., there are no people in the 
imiverfe more jealous of the latter than the Indians 
are. • , 



CHAPTER XII. 

CF TUMJJi MARRLtGE CEREMONIES, ^t; 






Jl he Indians allew of polygamy^ and perfoos* 
of every rank indulge thenWelvcs in this point. The 
chiefs in particular hfive a feraglio, whkh -confifts of 
an uncertain number, uftlally from fix to twelve ox 
fourteen. The lower ranks are permitted to take as 
many as there fe a probatSHty of their being able, 
with the children they may bear, i& maintain. It is 
not unconunon ior aa Indian to marry two Mers^ ; 

fometimes, 
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fometimesy if there happen to. be moret the^w^l^ 
number j and notwithftanding thisf^(a$- k apf^ars to* 
civilized nations) unnatural union, they all lijre in the 
greateft harmony. 

The younger wives are fubmiflive to the elder 5: . 
and thofe who have no children^ do fuch menial offi*^ 
G^ for thofe who- are fertU^, as caufes their ikuatioa ^ 
tjo difier but little from a ftate of fervitude. How- ' 
ever, they perform every injun^on with the grea|ifl: 
dieerfiilnefs, in hopes of gaining tl^reby' the affec^- 
tion of their hufband^ that they in their, turns may 
have the happinefs of \becoming moth^, astd be en- 
titled to-the refpeft attendant on that ftate. 

It is not uncommon for an^^Indian, altboi^b hd^ 
takes to himfelf &» many wives, to Ike* in a ftate of 
continence with many of them, for feveral years* 
Such as are not fo fortunate as- to g|in the .favor o£ 
their huiband, by their fubmiflive and prudent beha- 
vior, and by ^ot means to fhare in hi& embraces, 
continue in. their virgin ftate during the whole of their 
Uves, except they happen to be- pr^j^ted by him to 
laH$tt ftrangeTs diief,' whofe abo^^ among them ^wt!t " 
inot ^mit of his entel-ing into, a riiore laftiiftg corinec- , " 
ti^n/ In. this, caie they fubmit to^the injun^oii of 
their huiband without inufqciuxing, and ^g^npt dii^ 
pleafed to the ten^oraiy union. But if at aaytime 
it is known "^t^ they take this liberty without firft 
receiving his., confent, they are puniihed in the fame 
manner as if they had been guilty of .adultery. . 

This cuftooi^. more prevalent among the nationsi 
which lie in the.^terior parts, than among thof« . 
that are nearer the fifttlements, asthe manners of the 
latter are rendered ic^ore cqnibrmable in fome points 
to. thofe of the- £uropq|Mr^/l)y t^e. ij^ercourfe they 
hold with them. j> » ^ - . . . 

* The Indian i natioj^s differ but little £irom each other 
ia their marriage ce%miues;. aodie^ in the manner 
\4^" . ot 
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of |)^^ diirorces. The tribes that rnhabit the bdrders 
of CanijEla, make i^ of the following cuftom. 

When ^a jaang Indian Has £LKed his inclinatioiis on 

one of the other fex, he endeavors to gain her con- 

.fent, and if be iucceeds, it is nev^ known that her 

paro^its ever obftrudt their nnion. Whea every prc- 

u liminary is agseed on, and the day appoiO^d, tfa^' 

_' friends and acguaifitance of both parties ailemble at- 

th«Uioqfe or tent of the oldefl: relation of the bride- 

, groom, where aieaft is prepared on the occafion. '-» 

The company who meet to a®S ^t the feftival are 

ibmetitxio very numerons : tfaejr dance, they fing, and 

enter into every other di\^rfio|i tifually made v£c of 

on ^»*o£ their put^ rejoicings* 

>' When thefe ^e finiihed, Si tho|b ^he ♦attended 

■ merely oot of ceremony depart, and the hridcgropm 

and bride are 4eft alone with three or four of the 

RCM^ft and^ldeft relatioift of either fide ^ thofe of the 

faridegraoQi being men,, and thofe ^ftibe bcido, womoii* 

Prefently the bride attended by thefe few friends^ 

having withd^tigiliLerfelf for the pnrpofe*^ ^ipcars at 

•1 *" 'oiie^of the doOTs of Qie honfe, and is tedito the' bp^i^ 

"*^Q<^, who ftaxtds ready to feceiv« her. Savii^ 

WQVf ta^en their Ration, on a mat placed in the centre 

of the .vm^pch ^^ Iay;fi6i4^ of tte ^autrcinitics of a 

W5md, about four feet lo^,, by which they con^imt^ 

fe^m^ed, whclft the old ixven prono'^ittlKikfoxne fliort 

k»vai}g«es fuitd)le to the otcafion. y- / ' 

. The married couple a^ter this make a puUic deda«- 

nftion t)f ih.e love ^ and regard thejL4^tertaiti for each 

Mher, ftnd ftili hddiiag the rod iietwt9i|n theixi, dance 

tmd &ig. When they have S^i&ed-this part of the 

itensmony^ they break t^ rod into a$ many pieces as 

^ere^u-e mva^^^t^pTt^i^^ and 

preferve^t, with grpat care.' »« r 

\^ Hie bride is-t^en re<iOttdu%d;^otft of the door at 

"^^ucb die «nil»rcd^wiMr« her yojmg compani^^^ ^^^ 

— to 
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t3 attcn(i her to her father's houfc ; thew the bride- 
groom is obliged to feek her, and ^the marriage is 
confum mated. Very often the* wife remains at her 
father's hoafe till Q\q has a diild, when fhe packs up 
her apparel, which is all the fortune fhe is generally , 
pofleffed of, and accc^npanies hei: huft)and to his hati- 
itation.^ " '^"^ % / ** 

When /roiff- agjr. diflike a fcpaJfeffeai takes place, for 
they are feldom kAoi^^n to quarrel, tliey generally 
give their friends a fe^^ days ftotice of their inten- 
tions, and fometimes.oflSf reafons to juftify their xon- 
duft. The witneffes who Were prefent at - tl|6 'tgar- 
'■riag^V meet on the day requefted, at the'houfe'of die 
coupje tliatfr'are ab©ut t^' feparate, ani bringing ^yitii ;, 
them th6 pieces' of .rod wliich they had receive^. ^% 
their nuptials, thfbW/Aeoi JHto die fire, •in the pre- 
fence of all the parties. '• ^, '^' ^ . 

Hiis is*^ the whole of the ceremony re^inredi and 
the fepamtion is tfarried ^oir without any jnurintirings 
or ill will between the. couple or thqir relations j and 
afti^ a few months thef: are at hberty to marrj^ again.' 
'^ When, a marriage is thus diflj^d, t&e children 
which' h^ve been produced from Jt, are (equally divid- 
ed between theiti ; and as children' are efteeracct*a 
tre^fure by the Indians, if the number faaj^ns^ be 
odd, the wom^in is allowed to take the better half. 

Though this cuftom feems tp encourage ficklen€fs^ 
and frequent feparations, yet there a^e many of the 
Indians wBq have but one wife, and enjoy with her a 
ftate of connubial happinefs not to be exceeded in 
more refined fcjpieties. There are- alfo not a few in- 
ftances of women preferving an inviolable attachment ' 
to- their hufbands, except in. the cafes before men- 
tioned, which are flot conflfderbd as either a violation* 
.of their chaftity or fidelity. ^ 

^'Although I have faid'R:hat the Indian nations differ 
very little ftom each other in their mari?jgge ceremo- 
nies, there arc fomc exceptions* TJ15 Naudowefliea 

^, -f • ' have 
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have a fing^lar method oi celebrating tfaeir marri^ 
ages, which fcems to bear no refembiance to tho'Ci 
made ufe of by any other, nation^ I paiTed througb^ 
\V^hen one £>£ their yocing men has fixed on a young 
woman he approres of, he diftovers his pa£on to her 
patents, who gh^ hii|> an- ihvkaiion to come and live 
with them injlfBB&^tent. ^ * ,^ 

He accort^nglf -aCcepfts thtf: affg:^.ji«f 'byiib dwng 
' ^ ^g%^ ^ refide in it for a < whole year, in die char- 
after of » menial -fertant. ' During ^.tllis time Ke 
ktmts, and brings all the gMi^'ht kills to the family ; 
^ by ^|)^h means the fadi^Tias an opportunity of fee- ** 
inj" wlidther he is able to provide for the fupp<n% of. 
,: .;<Jus dwighter and the children that might 4^ the .coij- 
** ^qaence of their, union. This bq^evepj is Cttily done 
. ^ whilft th"^y^re"y8tmg mijn, aildrfof thfir ^rft.wife, 

apd not repeated like Jacob's f^vitudes. 
**^ When tiiis period is expired, the marria^ls felem- 

"Jlized^fter ^e cufkom 6| the coundfy, in the follow- 
ing mann^.-: Thfee or four of |he oldeft toale rela- 
tions of th^4t;^Fidegroom^ and as many of the briia^Sy 
accompany the ycgwig couple from their jrefp^fe&ive ' 
tents, to an opeivparf in the centre of the ca^p. 

if he chtefe arid warriors, being here, affcmbled to 

f«ceive them^a party of the Ja^ter^e drawn up, in 

two fanks on each&cle of the' bride and bridegroom 

irilloediately on their^arrival. Their principal chief 

tliGti acqilaints tl^^ whole afienibly with the de£^ of 

their meeting, and tells them that the cp^ic before 

^ them, mentioning at the fame time, their nanies, are 

"^'i come to avow pubUcly their intentiqpsof living to- 

, " gether as man and wife. He then aiks the two young 

* people alternately, whether they defire that the nniaaL ^ 

might take place. Having declaimed with an audi1)le 

voice that t^iey do fo, the warrioj^s fix theii* arrows, 

and difcharge them over tfce heads of the married 

pair ; thjbiipiie, the chief prooiounces them man and^ 

wife. ". . 

'"^^ ., ■; The 
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The bridegroom then turns round, and bending his 
body, takes his wife on his back, in which manner he 
carries her amidil the accbmations of the fpe^tors 
to his tent. The ceremony is fucceedqd by the moft 
plentiful feaft* the new married man can afTord, and 
fongs and dahces> according- to the ufual cuftom, con* 
c^de thejisftival. 

^ Divorces happein fo feldont among the Naudowef-r - 
&s, that I had not an opportunity of learning hew *«- 
they are accompliflied. 

Adultery js efteemed by them a heinous crime, and 
puniihed with the gt^teft r^r. The hufSand in 
thefe cales bites offtbc womanfs nofe, and a ieparatioQ 
infiantly enfiies. I faw an i&fbance wherein, this mode 
o£ punifhment was laBiEted, wiii)ft I remained among 
them. The children, 4rhefi.this happens, are diflrib^ 
uted according to the ufual cuftom d>feryed by other 
nations, that is, they are equally divided. « 

Among the Indians as well as European nations^ 
there are msmy that devote themfelves to pleafure, 
and DOtwithftandiag the accents ^given^y fome mod- 
em writers of the frigidity of an indiaiv confkitution^ 
become the zealous votaries of Venus. The young 
warriors that are thus difpofed, ieldom want opportu^ 
nities for gratifying their paffion ; and as the mode * 
ufually followed on thefe occafions is rather lingular, 
I fhall defcribe it. 

When one of thefe yoimg debauches imagines from 
the behavior of the perfpn he has chofen for his mif- 
trefs, that he fhall not meet with any great obftruc^ 
tion to his fuit from her, h^ puHues the following 
plan. 

It has be^i already obferved, that the Indians ac- 
knowledge no (uperiority, nor have thfij any ideas of 
fiibordination, except in* the neccflary regulations of 
their war or hunting parties j. they consequently live 
nearly in a ftate of equality, prurfuant to the firft 
principles of nature. The loy^ therejfore is not ap« 

prehcpfiyc 



%i6 CARVER'S TRAVELS. 

prchenfivc of any check or control in Ihc accoihplifh- 
ment of ^his purpofes, if he can find a convenient op- 
portunity for completing theth. 

As the Indians ar.e alfo under no^ apprehenfion of 
robbers, or fecret enemies, they leave the doors of 
their tents or huts unfaftcned dar'ng the night, as 
well as in the day. Two or three hours after funfe,t, 
the flaves prcld people cover over the fire, that is 
generally burning in the midft of their apartment, iwith 
aflies, and retire- to their repofe. 
. Whilft darknefs thus prevails, and all is quiet, one 
of thefe fons of pleai«i|^, wrapped up clofely in his 
blanket, to prevent £is being known, will fometimes 
enter the apartment of hi^ intended miftrcfs. Having 
firft jrghtcd at the fmothered fire a fmall fplinter of 
wood, u hic)i anfwers the purpofe of a match, he ap- 
prorches'the place where fhe repofes, and gently pul- 
ling away the covering from the head, jogs her till ihe 
awakes. If flie then rifes up, and blows out the 
light, he needs no further confirmation that his com- 
pany is not difagreeable }/. but if, after he has difcov- 
cred liimfelf, flie hides her head, and takes no notice 
of him, he might reft aflured that any j&irther folici- 
tations'will prove vain, and that it is neceflary ipmie- 
diately fpr him to retire. 

During his ftay he conceals the light as much as 
poffible in the hollow of his hands, and as the tents 
or rooms of the Indians are ufually large and capa- 
cious, he efcapes without detection. It is faid that 
the young women who admit their lovers on thefe oc- . 
cafions, take great care, by an immediate application 
to herbs, with the potent eflBicacy of which they are 
well acquainted, to prevent the effefts of thefe illicit 
amours fi^m becoming vifible ; for fliould the iiatur- 
al confequencesenfue, they muft former remain un- 
married. * ^ 

The children pf the Indians are always diftinguifh- 
ed by the name^f the mother : and if a woman mar* 

ries 
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ri^ tsvetzX hutbznds^ and has liTue by each of them, 
they are called after her. The reafon they give for 
this is, that as their offspring are indebted to the ftth- 
er for their fouls, th€ invilible part of their eflence> 
and to the mother for their corporeal and apparent 
part, it is ixmre rational that they ftiould be diftin- 
gtiiihed hfy the name of the latter, from whom they 
indiibitaUy tierive their being, than by that of the 
father, to which a doubt might fometinies arife wheth^ 
cr they are juftly entitled. 

There are fome ceremonies made ufe of by the 
Indians at the impofition of the name, and It is con- 
jfidered by them as amatter of great importance ; but 
what thefe are I could never learn, through the fecre- 
cy obferved on the occaflon. I only know that it is 
ufually given when the children have paffed the Hate 
of infancy. 

Nothing can exceed the tendernefs fliown by theni 
to their offspring ; aad a peifon cannot recommend" 
himfelf to their favor by any method more certain^ 
than by paying fome attention to the younger branch- 
es of their families. I can impute, in fome meafurc, 
to the prefents I made to tlite children of the chiefs 
of the Naudoweffies, the hofpitablc reception I met ' 
with when axhong them. 

There is fome difficulty attends an explanation of 
the manner in which the Indians diftinguifh them- 
felves frbm each other. Befides the name of the an- 
imal by which every nation and tribe is denominated, 
there are others that are perfonjd, and ji^hich the chil- 
dren receive from their mother. 

The chiefs are alfo diftinguilhed by a name that 
has either fome reference to their abilities, or to the 
fajeroglyf^ic of their families ; and thefe are acquired 
.ai^er they arrive at the ^ age of manhood. Such as 
have £gnalized themfelves either in their, wsur or hunt- 
ing parties, or are poile0ed of fome eminent qugjifi- 
cation, xog/dve a name that iTerves to perpetuate the 
T ' fame 
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fame of thefe aftions, or to make their abilities con- 
fpicuous. 

Thus the great warrior of the Naudoweffies was 
named Ottahtongoomlifhcah, that is, the Great Fath- 
cr of Snakes J ottah being in Englifh father, ton- 
goom great, and liflicah a fnake. Another chief was 
called Honahpawjatin^ which means a fwift running 
over the mountains. And when they adopted me a 
chief among them, they named me Shebaygo, which 
fignifies a writer, or a perfon that is curious ia mak- 
ing hierogljrphics, as they faw me often writing. 



PHAP. XIIL 
OF THEIR JR.ELIGION, 



It is very difficult to attain a perfeft knowledge 
/of tlie religious principles of the Indians. Their cere- 
jmonies and dot^ines have been fo often ridiculed by 
the Europeans, jthajt they endeavor to conceal them ; 
and if after the greateft intimacy, you defire any of 
them to explain to you tlieir fyftem of religion, to pre- 
vent your ridicule, they intermi:?^ with it niany of the 
tenets they hayp received of the French mimonaries, 
fo that it is at laft rendered an unintelligible jargon 
and not to be depended upon: 

Such as I could difcover among. the Naildoweflies 
(for they alfo Were very referved in this poijnt) I fhall 
give mj readers, without paying any' attention to the 
accounts ot dtliers. . As the religion of that people 
from their fituatipn appears 1 6 be totally iiiiadulterat- 
ed with the fuperftitions of thp chiirfch of R.6me, w-e 
■fliall be able to gkin" from th^ii^''rjeli^i6ijs<cu/i:oms a 
more perfect idea of ^flie original tehets and ceremo- 
nies of the Indians in generfil, than ftotd thofe of -any 
nations th?.t3fpproach neafeir to tlic'ftttleml^ts; ' •- •' 
' ' '^ It 
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,1% i§ certaiathey acknowledge one Supreme Beingy 
6r Giver of Life, who prefldes over all things. The 
Chipeways call this being Manitouj or Kitchi Mani- 
tou y the NaudoweiEes, Wakon or Tongo Wakon, 
that is, the Great Spirit ; and, they look up to him as 
the fource of good, from- who^m no evil can proceed. 
They alfo ,believ€t in a bad fpiril, to whom they aC- 
cribe gpeat power, and fuppofe that through his meailis 
all the evils which befall- mankind are inflifted. To . 
him therefore do they pray in their diftreiSes, begging: 
that he wouldeither avert their troutiies, of moderate 
them when they afe jio longer avoidable^ 

They fay that the Great Spirit, who is infinitely 
good, neither wiflies or is able to. do any mifchief to 
mankind ; but on the contrary, that he fhowers dowti- 
on them all the blefEngfi they deferve ;. whereas the 
evil fjpirit is continually employed in contriving how 
he may -puniih the human race ; and to do which he 
is not only poffefled of the wiU, but of the power. 
• They hoki alfo- that- there are gopd.fpirits of- a lefTer 
4€gree,- who hav< their pairtieular' departments, in 
which '.they are cbnftantly contributing to, tlie happi- 
nefs. of mortals. Thefe they fuppofe to'prefide over 
all %he extraordinary prddudlions of nature^ fuph- a» 
thofc Jakfes, rfvers,. or mountains that are of an un- 
common magnitude ; and likewife the beafts, birds,, 
fiihes, and even vegetables^ or ftones that exceed th^ 
reft of their' fpecies.in Czeor fingularity. Tb all 
of thefe they pay foiiie kind of adoration. Thus 
when they amve on the borders of Lake Superior, or 
the banks of . the Maffiiippi, or any other- great body 
of watery they prefent to th? Spirit who refides^ there 
fome kind of offering, as the prince of the Winneba- 
goes did when he attended me to the Falls of St. An- 
timony. 

. But at the fame time I fancy »that the ideas they an-- 
mx to the word fpirit, . are very different from the 
conceptions more enlightened nations entertain of it. 

.' ♦ They 
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They appear to fefliion to thcrofelVes corporeal: rcp^ 
refentations of their gods, and beK^c them to be of 
a human form^ though c£ a nature more excellent 
than man. 

Of the fame kmd ai>e their {emimefi^ rri^tlive to a 
foturitj. Tlicy doubt not but they fhali exift in fotae 
future ftate ; they however fancy that their employ- 
ments there will be fimilar to thofe they are engaged 
in here, without the labor- and difficulties annexed 
td them in this p«5riod of their es&iftencew 

They confequently expe£S to be tranflatcd to- a de- 
lightful country) where they fiiaU always have a desur^ 
unclouded^ Iky^ and enjoy a perpetu^ fpring ; wterc 
the fenrefls will abound with game, and the lakiss with 
&ti^ which might be taken without a paiiifid e9tertion^ 
of fkill, or a laborious purfuit $ in fhort, that they 
flidl liv« forever in regions of plenty, and enjoy^ eve- 
ry gratification they ddight in her€, in a gre^ater dt^ 
grce. 

To intelle^toa^ {Jeafiires they are ftrangers ;• nor 
are thefe included in their fcheme of happinefs^ But 
they expeftthat even thefe animal pkafures will be 
proportioned and diftributed according to their merit ^ 
the ikilfel hunter, the bold and* fiiccefsful warrior, 
will be entitled to a greater Ihare than thofe whd 
through indolence or want of ikill cannot boaft of any 
fiiperiority over the common herd. 

The prieftfl of the Indian* are at the fame tkne 
their phyficians, and their conjurers .; whilft they Jixeal 
their wounds, or cure their difeafes, they interpret 
their dreams^ give them prote6Hve charms, and fatis- 
fy that defke which is fo prevalent among them, of 
fearehing into futurity. " ' ^ 

. How well they execute the latter part of their 
profeffional engagements, and the methods they 'make 
ufe of on fome of thefe ^ oc-cafiohs, I haVe' already 
£iewB in the exertions of thcprieft of the Killiftinoes, 
who was fortunate enough to fucceed in his ^xtra^ 

ordinary 
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ordinary alltmpt xma: Labe Superior. Thejr fre- 
quently are fucc^fsful, likewife in adminiftering the 
falubrious heri>9 they hat« acquii^ a knowledge of ; 
but that the ceremonies they' make ufe of during the 
adminiftratio» of them contributes to their fucGefvt 
fliall not take upon me to-aii^rt. 

^hen any of the people are ill, the perfon who is 
invefted with this triple chara£t)er of dodor, prieft» 
and maf^ian)^ fits t^ the patient day and- night, rat«- 
tling- m his ears a goad/ fhell filled with diy beans^ 
called a Chichicbue, and making a difagreeaUe noife 
yhat cannot be well deicrib^. 

\ This uncouth harmony one would imagine fhould 
d|(lurb the fick peiCon artd prevo^ the good ^k&B 
ojt the dodk>r'3 prefcription ; but on the contrary they 
bislieve that the me^^od made ufe of, contributes to 
his recovery, by diverting from his malignant puri- 
p<rfes the evil fpirit who has inflifted the diforder ; or 
at l^ft that it will take off his attention, fq that he 
Ihall not increafe the malady. This they are credu- 
lous enou^ to ioaagine he is conftantly on the watch 
to do, and wotdd carry his mveteracy to a fatal length 
if they did not thus charm him. 

I could not difcover that they make ufe of any 
otha* religious ceremonies than thofe I have defcrib- 
ed ; indeed, oet the appear^ce €^ the new moon they 
dance and 0ng ; but it is not evident that they pay 
that {Aanet any < adoration ; they only (eem to rejoice 
at the return of a lumins^ that makes the night ehe^rr 
ful, and which ferves to light them on their way when 
thty travel* during the abfence of the fun. 

' "NflltMrlbhftsttiding Mr. Adair has afTeptled that the 
nations among whom he refided, ol^>ve with very 
Httld'i%Fia)tion all ^e rkei^ app^nted byth? Moiaie 
S^iw, I own I could never diicov^ among thofe tribes 
that lie but a few degrees to the northweft, the leaft 
traces of the Jewidb r^^i<m; except k be admitted 
that one panicfibr femde iro^ftraismd' liieir diviikms 
T Z into 
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into tribes, carry Arith theih proof fofficieot to eftab- 
lifti this affertion* ; *'^;- ^ 

, The Jefuits^wd French miSiofmrits have alfo pre- 
tended that the Indians had, when they firft traycl- 
ted. info Ameri^a^ fooae notti^ns, thaugh-i^hefe were 
dark and confufed, of the^.^chriflka. inftitqtion ; that 
they liavc been greatly agitstted ^t the fight :of a crofs, 
and given proofe by the impr^ffions made on themi 
that they were not entireJy unacqus^uited with the 
facred myfteries gf Chriftiajiity. . I need not fay th^t 
thefe are. too glaring abfurdities to be credited, and 
could only receive their cj^iftfence from, the zeal of 
thofe fathers, whp endeavoured at once . tf)t give the 
•pubHc a better oplnipn of .the fuccefe of* their miffions 
arid tp add fupport to the caufe they were Engaged in. 
The Indians appear to be in their i^eligious princi- 
ples, rude and unipftryfted* . The . doftrine^ they 
hold are few and fimpk, and fuch as have been gen- 
erally imprefled on thp human tnind^ by fpfner.tpeans 
or. other, in the moft ignorant ag^s< ;,They however 
have not deviated> jas m^y other u^qiviiized^ Aations ; 
^nd too many .civilized omss. have dox^Q, i/i|o> idolatrous 
modes of worfhip ; they venerate indeed -aijid make 
offerings to the. woAckrftjlparts.Qf th^ <;re^jion, as I 
have before obfervedj but whether thoie rights arc 
performed on account pf ^h^mpre^ionifuch extraor- 
dinary appea^afi^es fna]|:e:.oi^ tnem^ pr. wh^tl^er they 
coniider -. them as the peci^li^ charge^ ,.op t^^ ■ u^^l 
places of refidenee of the. invifible ^fpiritSj. they -.ac- 
knowledge, I ca^ujot pofitjvciy determine, r / • .1. 

I The* humaa mind in its iincultivated ftaie is apt 
to afcribe the extraordinary occurrences .of nature, 
fuch ,as> earthquakes thunder^ or hurricanes^ to^ the 
j^ti^rppfition- of unfeen beings ^ it^Qi troubles ^ddii^ 
aijt]srs alf^^vthat are annexed. tp <^ffiiv^^ ^ife, fhe-ap- 
pre];ien(jons^ att^^ndant, -on a precaripu^ Aihifi ftencet and 
tl^pf(^ num^rkfs in^on¥eiii^c«S||wjlH4h»2i(^n m^^ii^ 
imprp^d, ftate. hs^ fputi^ ipeaas tajrewedy^jwrp f»p- 

: . pofed 
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pofedtb proeeedrfrotn^themterpofitiaa ofevilr^ipitits \ 
tkc favage, confcquently, lives in continual apprehei^- 
fions of their ui^ind attacik% and to avert them has 
rtscourfe to charmsi to the fantaftic ceremonies of 
his prieft) or the poiverfol infiveace of his Manitous. 
Fear has of coorfea |;reailer fbare in his devotions than 
gptilude, and h'e.payt itioire attention* to deprecating 
the wrath of the. ev3> than to fecuring the favor <^ 
die good beingfit* ■' ^ ■ 

The Indians, however j entertain thefe abfurditie^ '' 
in common with thofe of every part x>f the .globe whp 
•have not been illuminated with that i^eligion, which, 
only can diQ>erfe the tlouds of fbperftttion and Jgno- 
ranee, and they are as fre€r»from error as a peojde. 
can beihat has.not been fainoured with its inftru^yej 
do&rines*. , -* -' 



CHAP, XIV.. ' 



. X "tiJL Indians, in g^ener^t. are hiealthyj and fub»> 
]eSi but' to few difeafes,^ many, of -thofe that, afflii^ 
ciinlized Aations» axid are thf immediate coi^fequences 
c£ luacury or- flo^ being,i|ot Iqiown among ^em i 
however, , the hardfcips . and , fitig^^ which ^thcy eni- 
dure- in hwting^or wai> f^-indepienc^ of tlie- fea- 
fons to .which they ar^ cantinually expo(ed> Wt above 
all the. eoctremesr cjE^ hun^, and: that iFPracioufhefi ^ 
their lpng,excurfions comequentW fubj^A them tOt 
cannot fail of impairing th^ oonIfitution> ^an4 brings ' 
ingon^difordeys. . . ^ . • . ' ., .. \ 

Pains af)4 if(cakneffi;s. in Ui^ floma^h and breaft 
are. iiw^ajOP^^^^fe^^ l2^^^?^ J9p&:;^ ^»* 
comumptions ot the ekcetuvc fatigue ana violent ex- 

crcifcs^ 
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£rcifes th^ expdb th^niMves to from thffir Hbncf^ 
before the/ have fufflcient 'firength to iiipport theooL 
But the dtforder to' which they are moft fubjje^ is 
the pleurify ; for ihe removal of which they «ppky 
their grand remedy'dndprefervacion againft^*^ gea»- 
erality of their complaints^ fwcactng'. 

The manner in which they c^nftruft tbsir ftovies 
fer this purpofe is as fdltow^ : They fi^ feverai/ fmaM 
poles in the ground, the tops of which they tmtt to^ 
gether, fi> as to form a rotunda : this frame they cov- 
er with fkins or blankets ; and tiiey hy them on 
wkh fo much i^i^rety^ that the uir is kept from> enter* 
ing through any cre^ce ; a fmatl ipace being only 
left, juft fufficient to- creep in at, which is immedi* . 
ately after cloibd* In the midcUe of this^ confined 
building they place red hot ftones, on whidi they 
pour water till a fieam arifes that produces a great 
degree of heat. 

Tliis caufes an inftantaneous perlpiration, which 
they increafc as they pleafc. Having continued in it 
for fome time, they immediately haften to the ncarcft 
fiream, and pluOgd into the iiv^ater; and, after bathing 
therein for about half a minute, they put on their 
clothes, fit down and fmoke with great cc^pofure, 
thoroughly pcrfiiaded that the remedy will prove effi- 
cacious; They often' make ufe of Ais ffidoriferous 
method to refrefh themftlves, or to jM^epsffc their 
minds for the 'management of aiy bu&iefs that re* 
qirirei dncommon deliberation' and fegacity. ' 

^c^ are. Ukewife afflfted with the drppfy and pa- 
rilytic' complamts, whfch,' however, are but very fel- 
c!om known among 'thenk' • As^' remedy' ftrthefe^ 
^ as- wdlas for fevers, thejr m&e ufe of lotions and de- 
waibnsi* coinpofed of hfcrbftj whifch the pliyjBcians 
]pio\Y perfeQly well bow . to compound attd appiy^ 
Jhit1they*ijpev«r tfvft to xhrfdicfncs^^^ j *hey" always 
iave rccoiicfe lik^wif^ *ta* fonie 'fcperttificw ccremo* 
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nies, without which .their {^mits would nat thu^ the 
phyiic^ preparations f^fficientlj powerful* 
; With eqaal judgment thi^ mafce.ufe of fimples for 
the cure of wounds, firaitures, or bruifes ; and are 
aide to ^xtpaft bj . theie,. without kiciiiony Iplinters, 
iron, or any otheB ibrt of matter hy- which the 
wound is caufed. In cures of this kind they are ex* 
treiaely dexterons, and complete them in much lefi 
time than mig^t be expected from. their mode of pro- 
ceeding. ... 

Withvtheikair'of a fnakt, whi^htliore reptiles an* 
nuaUy fhed, tixcf will aHb extraft fplinters^ It is amaa« 
ii^ to fee the toddeo eific^y of this ^^Itcationi not- 
withftandii^ there d6es net aj^pcar to be the leaA 
moiifanre.remaining Jm k. . . . 

It has long been z fuibjeS ol difpute, on what ceoi*- 
tinent the laenereai dt£c^ £rft Jieceiyod its deflrciSSve 
power. This . drc&aUu^ malady i&.&ggoflpd* t«r ha^e 
ari^inatedi m AtaeiitsL^ btit the literary^ conteft JftiU j:^ 
mams undecidisd.; ; to giire fome ehicidalion to ^t I 
fltall remai^ that as I- could . not difcover the kaft 
UBces , among: the Naiid69?tffies, witfi whaxn^I reficlsi 
fo lofig^ and: was alfo informed that it was yet un# 
known among the more weftern nations, I think ] 
may venture to pronounce that it had^ not itsorigin in 
North America, Thoife nations that have any c^mf 
nzunicatidn with the Europeans^ or tlie fouthern tribes^ 
a^ greatly affiidbd with it ; but they have afi of theft 
aofoired a knowledge of fuch certain and expeditious 
remedies, that the communication is not attended with 
any dangorousconfequences. .: . • 

. Soon; after I fet out cm my travek, one of the tra>- 
decs whom I accompanied, complained of a violent 
gboorrhcea,. With all its alarming fymptoms ^ . this ia- 
creaied to fiich a degree, that by the tinw wd hM 
reached the town of the Winncbagoes, he was unable 
to) travel.' Having made his complaint known to one 
of. the. chiefs o£ tliat tribe, he told him iiot> to. be 
. . uneafy, 
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mieafy, for he would et^ge that bf the following hiS' 
advice, he ihould be able in a few days to purfite hi» 
journey^ and in a little ionger time be cntirol; free 
from his diforder. . 

The chief had no fooner faid this than he .prepared 
for him a decodion of the \ruk of the roots : of the 
prickly a(h, a tree fcarcely known in England, but 
which grows in great ptenty throughout North Amer-r 
ica ; by the . uie of which, in . a few days he was- gxcat^ 
ly recovered, and having received directions hsow to 
pvepare it, in a. fortnight cafter his departure -from this 
place, perceived that he wasradically cured. . 

If from exceffive oxercif^^ or the extremes of heat 
or cold, they are ofieAed: with pains in their Umbs or 
joints, they fcarify the parts avefted;iThofe. nations 
who have no commerce with Europeans do this with 
a Iharp flint ; and it is furpri&ig to. fee, to how £ne 
a point they have the i^exterity t6 farihgvthem ; .a Ian*- 
cct can 'fcarcely. ^exceed in fliarpncfs the inflruments 
Ih^y make of this nnmalleable*fubft»nce.^ - . 
t They never can be convmcdd a; perfon: is illi whilft 
' he has an appetitb;. but-wheahelrejedtsall kind of 
nouriiliment, they confiderthe difeaie as da^igerousi 
)ind<pay great attention to it ; and during the continu- 
ance. of the dSforder, the phyiician re&ii^^ his patieali 
no fort of feod thatihe is defirous of. 
V Their dodwfea^e -nor only fuppofed^tobefkiUed 'm 
flie phyikal treatment 1 of difeafes.; but the common 
people fadiere that by the ceremony of the Ghichicouc 
ufually made uie of, asi before defcribed, they are aU^ 
to gain intelligence from the fpirits, of : the caufe of 
tixe complaints ♦ wkh which' they arc afflided, and are 
thereby the better enabled to find remedierfor theoi^ 
• They difcover* fomething fupematuraL in all their 
difeafes, and the phyfic adminiftered; nuift: invariably 
be aided by thcfe fuperftitions. ...» 

Sometimes- a iick perfon ' fancies that his. diforder 
adfcs from witdicraft^.iu tins cafe d«e.ph]^cian pe 

juggler 
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jugglct* ii cortfiiltedj ^ho, rftcF the -irfual preparation 
gives his 'pinion on the'ftat^ of the difeafe, and fre- 
qvtently^ finds ibme means fop his cure. Bat not- 
withilaiiding the.Itidkfi phyfictans always annex thefe 
fti^ftitioos 'e^StetnoAiek to theiir prefcriptions, it is 
very certaih^ a^ I ha^e akeady obferved, 4hat they ex*- 
'€rc8e their art by principles which are founded, on 
tkc lenowlcdgc ojf iimplesi'-and on the experience, 
wtech* they acquire* by- an indefs^igahle attention to 
fheir operations. «» > ' 

The following'ftory, which I received from aperfon 
ef tindonbted cr^it, proves that the Indians are not 
only abletore^fon with- great acutenefs on the caufes 
and fymptoms of many of the diforders which are at- 
tendant on h«man nature, but to apply with ec^ual 
judgment proper remedies. 

In Penobfcot, aiettlement in the Province of Maine, 
in the north eaft parts of New England, the wife of 
a foldier was taken in labor, and notwithftanding ev- 
^ry iieceflary ,afliil;ance was given her, could not hp 
delivered^ In this iituatjon ftie remained for two or 
three days, the perforis around her cxpefting that the 
•next pang would put an end to her exiftei\ce. 

An* Inkikn wefin)Ein,^who accidentally paffed by, 
4ieard the groans of the uhhai^y fufferer, and inquis- 
•^ from \^hcncfe they prbceeded. Being made ac- 
^uaihtedM^ith thedefperate circumftanceatte^dingthe 
tfXby ihe t^d the inforii^ant, that if fiie might be permit- 
ted to fee the perfon, ihe^id not doubt but thattr ifhe 
*ihojakl> be -of great fervice ^o her. . > . 

The furgeon 4;hat had. attended, .and the. midwife 
whd w^ then prefent; ha^ng. given ^p every hope of 
•prefervfrtg' their patient, thetli^ian-'woman-was allow- 
^ed to make ufeof any methods ihe thought proper. 
^She accordingly took a handkercluef, and bcnind it 
4tght Qver the nofe and mouth.jof ths.v(oman : this 
infihediately brdoght on' a fiiffiaucataon \ and iram the 
/Iruggles that^ co^quMtiy enfa^ fte^as ipa few 

fe.con4$ 
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feconds ddftverad. The jnosieiit tkk ^ras fKrkie^cd, 
and time eskough to prevent a^y bjal itS^, the 
baixlkepchief was token off. The-kilig AiflSeting psh^ 
tient thus ba|3pily rdieved £rom^^ .pauiSy foen -after 
perfectly recovered, to the aftoniihiBfDt of aU thaft 
who had been witnefe to her deijperate iiluatkiB. > 
^The reafon given by the4ia4iaft for this haxax^fent 
piethod of proeeoding was, th^rdei^ate diS^f^m^iBi^ 
quire defperate jremtdk^ $<.that. a«;'^' obfi^vGjd thft 
exertions of nature were not fufficiqnt^ fondle ^ 
cSe€t thedefired ccmiefuences ^^bcat^^titaec^fllxry 
to augment their force, which coidd 'Only be done ^ 
fome mode. that was ^viploat in the «xtise«aei ' <> 



GHAP. XV. 

OF THJE MANNER in' -prmcn rnzr ^ncE^r 
%U£jR D£AD. • • . 

/\N indianmcets^dleadi ^wlieii it ^pro^^hes 
-him in his hut, wkii the ^ne-refokition he h^ oftoi 
&ced him in die £eld. iik sndiffereAQe rdative to 
this importam.aitklej whieh is the ibttKoe of io ma^ 
apprebeniion^ to ahnnft eirery t>ther (aataon, ds truly 
.admiraUe. Wbeahis'iitte is patoncuinoed by tbe,phyi»- 
cian, and it remains no h>i|ger micertain, heJimiBgufis 
thofe ^bout^ him : with .the> greataeft compofore. 

If he isa.€hiefaiidhasji£HBiiyi he makes aJcindof 
iimersd. oration, w/^hidli 'Jbe concludes jay giviilg t<t his 
childinen.fuch sudvioc fdr the regulation «f th/o^ cog^ 
diift as he thinks necefiary. rlie then takes lepve of 
his frieads, amdt ifiiies out orders fco* the preparatbn 
-of a leajft, which is dsfigned to^reg^thdft^ of, his, tribe 
ithat cfoa come t» pt)oiioan<^ hit eulogium* / . 

* After 
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After the breath is departed, the body is drefled in 
the fame attire it ilftially wore whilft living, his face 
is painted, and he is feated in an ere^ pofture on a 
mat or (kin, placed in the middle of the hut, with his 
weapons by his fide. His relations being feated 
round, each harangues in turn "the deceafed ; and if 
he has been a great warrior, recounts his heroic ac- 
tions nearly to the foHowing purport, which in the 
Indian language is extremely poetical and pleafing : 

^< You ftiil lit among iis, Brother, your perfon re- 
tains its ufual refemUance, and continues iimilar to 
ours, without any vifible deficiency, except that it has 
loft the power of adtion. But whither is that breath 
flown, which a few hours ago fent up fmok^ to the 
Great Spirit ? Why are thofe lips filent, that lately 
delivered to us expreflive and pleafing l^guage ? why 
are thofe feet motionlefs, that a fhort time ago were 
fleeter than the deer on yonder mountains ? why ufe- 
lefs hang thofe arms that could climb the talleft tree, 
or draw the tougheft bow ? Alas ! every part of that 
frame which we lately beheld with admiration and 
wonder, is now become as inanimate as it was three 
hundred winters ago. Wc will not, however, bemoan 
thee as if thou waft forever loft to us, or that thy name 
would be buried in oblivicm j thy foul yet lives in the 
great Country of Spirits, with thofe of thy nation that 
are gone before thee $ and though we are left behind 
to perpetuate thy fame» we (hall one day join thee. 
Adhiated by the refpeft we bore thee whilft living, 
we now come to tender to thee the laft aA of kind- 
nefs it is in our power to beftow : that thy body might 
ifot lie m^eSted on the plain^ and become a prey to 
the beai9» of the field, or the fowls of the air, we will 
take care to lay it wkh thofe of thy f redeedlbrs- who 
are gone beferecthee;; hoping at the &mc time, that 
thy Ificit vitt , feed with their ipivits^ and be ready 
to recdve ours, when we alfo (hall arrive at the great 
Country of Souls;" , 

. u In 
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In fhort Ipeeches ibmewhat fimilar to this does eve- 
ry chief fpieak the praifes of his departed friend. When 
they have fo done, if they happen to be a great dif^ 
tance from^#thc place of interment, appropriated to 
their tribe; and the perfon dies during^ the winter fea^ 
ion, they wrap the body in ikins^ aad lay it on a high 
fiage built for this purpofe, or on the branches of 2t 
large tree, tfll the fpring arrives. They then, after 
the maimer defcribed in my Journal, carry it, togeth** 
er with all thofe belonging to the fame nation* to the 
general burial pla€e> where it is intered with fome qther 
ceremonies that I could not difcovcr. 

When the Naudoweilies brought their dead for in« 
tcrment to the great cave, I attempted to get an in-- 
fight into the remaining burial rites *,. but whether it 
was on account of the ftench which arofe from f5> 
many bodies, the weatlier bejng then hot, or whethejr 
they chafe to keep this part of their cuAoms fecret 
from tne, I could not difcovcr 5 I founds however,, 
that they confidei^d my curiofity as ill timed, and 
therefore I withdrew. 

After the iat^tnent, the band to which the perfim. 
belongs, take care to fix near the place fuch hieFO<^ 
glyphics as fhall ^^^ew to future ages hts merit and ac<«> 
com{dHhnients. }f aity of thefe people die in the 
funirmer, at a diftance from the buryiftg ground, and 
they find it impofflble to i^mp^e the body before it 
pjotrefies, th^ bum the Aeik from the bones^ pre£erv« 
i;i^ the iattes, bury them in .the nonnes deicribod. 

As the bidiaos bdievc tbat the fi^uls of the xkceai^- 
cd employ ^hemfelves in the -fame maimer in the 
coantry o| fpirits, as they did oo earth, that they dio 
quire their food by himting^ aQ4i have tlierey.aUb^' enifr* 
mies.td contend withi tfaey take care that they .^ not 
evAeas tbofe regions- de£esedie£i and unpfovided;^ they; 
confequc0tly bury with them their bcasi, Amts.msoim^ 
and all the other weapons^ ufed either .to: hmitingroc 
war. As they doubt not but they ykSL Ukevife hwst 

occafioa 
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?occafion both for the ncccffaries of life, and thofc 
things they efteem as ornaments, they ufually depof- 
it in their tombs fuch fkins or ftufFs as they comiajon- 
ly made their garments of, domdtic uteniils, and paint 
for ornamenting their perfcms. 

The near relations of the deceafed lament his 
lofs with an appearance of great; forrow and anguiih $ 
they weep and howl, aiid make ufe of many contor- 
tions, as they fit in the hut or tem around the body, 
when the intervals between the praifes of the chiefs 
will permit. " 

One formality In mora-ning for the dead among the 
Naudowe£Ses is veiy ' different from aay modelob- 
ferved in the other nations through which I paflcd* 
l^he men, to flicw how great their forrow is, pierce 
the flcfh of their arms, ^bove the elbows, with arrows ; 
the fcars of wWch I could perceive on thofe of every 
rank, in a greater or lefe degree ; and the women cue 
and gaSi their legs with !&arp broken flints, till the 
li^lood flows very plentifully. 

Whilft I remarned among them, a conple whofc 
tent Was adjacent to mine, loft a fon of about fmjr 
years of age. The parents were fo much a^efked at 
.the death of their favourite child, that they purfued the. 
tiftial teftimonies 'of grief with fuch uncommon rig* 
or, as through the Weight of forrow and lofs of bloody 
to oecafioa the death of the father. The womsKn> 
who had heretofore been tnconft^able, no fooaer.faw 
her huiband expire, than die dried up her tears, and 
appeared cheerful and refigned. 

As I knew not how to account for fo extraordina- 
ry a tranikion, I took an opportunity to aflk her the 
reafon of it : telling her at the fame time, that I fhould 
have imaging the lofs of her hufband Would rather 
hMV€ occafioned an increafe of grief, than fuch a fud- 
den diminution of it. 

She informed me, that as the child was fo young 
when it died,- and unaWe to fupport itfetf in the coun- 
try 
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try of fpirits/bGCh fhc and her hufban^ had been ap- 
prelienfive that its fituation would be far from happy 5 
but no fooncr did fhe behold its father depart for the 
* fame place, who not only loved the child with the 
tendercft affection, but was a good hunter, and would 
be able to provide plentifully for it fupport, than 
&e ceafed to mourn* She added, that fhe now faw 
no reaf<Hi to contii^ue her tears, as the child on whom 
Ihe doted, was happy under the care and proteftion 
of a fond father, and (he had only one wifh that re- 
mained ungratiiSed, .which was that of being heiielf 
with them. 

Expreffions fo replete with unaffefted tendernefe, 
and fentiments that would have done honor to a Ro- 
man matrcm, made an impreffion on my mind great- 
ly in favor of the people to whom flie belonged, and 
tended not a little to counteract the prejudices I had 
hitherto entertained, in common with every other 
traveller, of Indian infenfibility and want of parental 
tendernefs. .... 

Her fubjequent conduA confirmed the: favourable 
opinion I had jufl: imbibed ; and convinced me^ t))at, 
aotwithf^anding this apparent fufpenfion of her griiefy 
ibme particles of that reluctance, to be feparated from 
a beloved relation, which is implanted either by na- 
ture or cufiom in every human heart, ftill lurked in 
hers, I obferved that fhe went almoft every evening 
to the foot of the tree, on a branch of which the bod- 
ies of her hufband and child were laid, and after cut- 
ting off a lock of her hair, and throwing it on the 
ground, in a plaintive melancholy fong, bepioaned its 
fate.. A recapitulation of the aftions he might have 
performed, had his life been fpared, appeared to be 
her favourite theme ; and whilfl fhe foretold the fame 
that would have attended an imitation of his father's 
virtues, her grief feemed to be fufpenicd 1 

« If thou hadft continued with. us, my dear Son,* 
lyould fhe cry, « how well would the bow have be- 
come 



CARV£R*5 TRAVELS. 233 

•come thy hand, and how fatal would thy arro^ 

have proved to the enemies of pur bands. Thou 

wouldft often have drank their blood, and eaten thefcft 

flefhj and numerous flaves would have rewarded tajF 

toils. With a nervous sttrra wouldft thou have fcized 

the wounded buffaloe, or have combated the fury of 

the enraged bear. Thou wouldft have overtaken the 

flying elk, and have kept pace on the mountain's 

brow with the :fleeteft deer. What feats mighteft 

thou not have performed, hadft thou ftaid among us 

till age had given thee ftrength, and thy father had 

inftrudted thee in every Indian accomplifttment !" In 

terms like thcfe did this untutored favage bewail the 

lofs of her fon, and frequently would fhe pafs the 

•greateft part of the night in the jipeftionate employ. 

The Indians in general are very ftrift in the obferv- 

lance cJf their laws relative to mourning for their 

dead. In fome nations they .cut off their hair, blackeil 

t their faces, and fit in an ereft pofture, with their 

iieads, clofcly covered, and depriving themfelvcs of 

•every pleafure. This feverity is continued for feveral 

months, and with fome relaxations the af^earance is 

fomettme^ kept up for feveral years. I was told that 

when the Naudoweffies recollefted any incidents of 

the lives of their deceaied relations, even after an in- 

tervd orten years, they would howl fo as to be heard 

.at a grcsit diftance. They would fometimes continue 

this proof of refpeft and affeftion for feveral hours ; 

and if it happened that the thought occurred, and the 

taoife was begun towards the evening, thofe of their 

^ribe irho «re at hand would join with them. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
A CONCISE CHARACTER OP rm INDIANS. 

X H£ ckara^ter of the Indians^ like that of 
other uncivilized nations, is compofed of a snixture of 
ferocity and gentlenefs. They are set once guided by 
paffions and appetites, which they hold in conimon 
tvith the fierceft beafts that inhabit their woodsy and 

^re pofTeHied of virtues wjiick do honor to human 
nature. 

In the following eflimace I &iiii endeavor to for* 
get on the one hand the [Miejudices of Europeans, who 
ufuaUy annex to the word Indian, epithets that arc 
difgraceful to human nature, and who view them in 
no other light than as favages and cannibals, whSlft 
with equal care I avoid my partiality towards them» 

^as fome mud naturally arife from the favoorabk re<i> 
ception I met with during my ftay among them. 
V At the fatHc. time I fhall confine my r«narfcs to 
the nations inhabiting only the weftem regions, foch. 
us the l^audoweffies, the Ottagaumies, the CWpe- 
ways, the Winnebagoes, Mid the Sauldes ; for as 
throughout that diverfity of cliuMtes, the extenfivc* 
continent of America is compofed of, there arc peo- 
ple of different difpofitions and various chara£i:ers, 
it would be incompatible with «ny prefent undertak- 
ing to treat of all thefe, and to give a general view 
of them as a conjunftive body. 

That the Indians are of a cruel, revengeful, inex- 
orable difpofition, that they will watch whole days 
unmindful of the calls of nature, and make their way 
through pathlefs, and almoft unbounded woods, fub* 
fifting only pii the fcanty produce of them, to purfue 
and revengc/thcoifelves of an enemy .^ that they hear 

unmoved 
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tmmoved the piercing cries of fiich as unhappily fall 
intos their hands, and receive a diabolical pleafurQ 
from the tortures they inflift on their prifoners, I 
readily grant 5 but let us look on the reverfe of this 
teiT^ing pi6tttrei and we' fl^l find them teopiperat^ 
both in their diet and potations (it muft be rememr- 
bered th~at I fpeak of thofe tribes who have little 
conmiunication with Europeans) that, they withftand, . 
with unexampled patience, the attacks of hunger, or 
the inckmeacy of the ieafons, and efteem the grati- 
fication of chdr appetites but as a Secondary coniid* 
eration. 

We fliall likewifc fee them foi^ial and humane to 
tibiofe wham they consider as their friends, and even 
totheiF adopted enemi!es ; aivl ready to partake with 
-them of tkelafi oioHel, or to rtik their lives in their 
defence; 

in contradiAion to the report of many other trav<< 
eliers, all of which have been tindhired with preju- 
tiice, I can afiert, that notwithftanding the apparent 
indiffer€»ice with which an Indian nwets his wife and 
children after a Icmg abfence, aa indifference proceied- 
ing rather frqm €uftom than infeniibility, he is not 
unmindful of the chums t&hcr of connubial or parent- 
al toidemefs jthe little Apry I have introiduced in 
the preceding chapter, of- the Naudoweffie woman 
lamenting her child, and the immature death of the 
father, will elucidate this .pokit, and enforce the af> 
fertion much -better than thi^ moft ftudied alrguments 
I can make ufe o£ ; : - 

AGCuftomed from their yoath to innumerable hard- 
fhips, they foon become iuperior to a fenfe erf dan- 
ger, or the dread of death j and their fortitude, inv- 
planted by nature, and nurtured by example, by pre- 
cept and accident, never experiences a moment^s 

Though flpthful aod inactive whilft their ftores 
<of provUion res)di&3 unexhauitedi wd their foes ane 

at 
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at a diftance, thejr are imfefatigable and perievering 
in purfuit o£ their game, or in circumventing their 
enemies. 

If they are artful and defigning, and ready to take 
every advantages, if thej^. are cool and deliberate in 
their councils, and cautious in the extreme either of 
-difcoveKing their fentiments, or of revealing a fecret, 
they might at the fame time boaft of pofieffing qaalifi-« 
cations of a more animated nature, of the fagacity of 
a hound, the penetrating figl^ of a Synx, the . cunning 
of the fox, the agility of a bounding r^w, and the un^ 
.conquerable ficrcenefs of the tiger. 

In thdir public characters, as forming part rf a e«m« 
munity, they poilcfs an attachment for that band to 
which they belong, unknown to thrmhabitants of any 
other country. They combine, as if they -were adoat- 
ed only by one foul, againft the enemies of their na^ 
;tion, and banifh from their minds every confideration 
•oppofed to this. 

They confujt without unneceffary oppoiition^ or 
without giving way to th* excitementB of envy or am- 
bition, on the mealtires < nectary to be purlfued for 
the deftrufl:lon df thofe who have drawn on themfelves 
their difpleafufe. No fetftfc views ever influence their 
advice, or obflruft their confultations. Nor is it in 
the power of bribes or threats to diminiih the love 
Jthey hear their counti^y. 

The honor of 'their tribe, and the welfare df their 
natioa, is the firft «nd moft predominant emotion of 
their hearts 5 and from hence proceed in a great 
meaffure all their virtues $nd their vices. Aftuated 
by this, they brave every danger, endure the moft 
exquifite torments, and expire triumphing in their for- 
titude, not as a pcrfonal qualification, but as a n^ional 
charafteriftic / 

From thence alfo flow that infatiable revenge to- 
wards thofe with whom they are at warj and all the 
-confequent h^ft^rs that <ti%race their itame. Their 

uncultivated 
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uncultivated vcdnd being. iiKapable of judging of the 
proj^riety of an a£Kon, in oppolition to their pafllons, 
which are totally infenfible to the controls of reafon 
or humanityi they know not how to keep their fury 
within any boundsi aixd confequently that courage 
and rejfolution, which would otherwife do them hon- 
- or, degenerates into a favage ferocity. 

But this ihort diflertation niuft iuffice : the limits 
of my work will not permit^ me to treat the fubjeft 
i^ore copioufly, or to purfue it with a logical regu- 
larity. The dbferv^tions already made by my read- 
ers on the preceding pages, will, I truft, render it 
uimece£ary ; as by them they will be enabled to form 
a tolerable juft ide^ of the peopje I have be^n 'defcrib- 
ing. Experiemce teaclies, that, anecdotes, and relar 
tions of particular events, however trifling they might 
appear, enable us to, form a truer judgment of the 
manners and cuftoms of a people, and are much more 
declaratory of their real ftate, than the ,moft ftu^ied 
and elaborate dif^tii&ionj without thefe aids. ' , , 



CHAP. XVII. 
CP TBMIM LANGUAGE, HIEROGLTPHICS, isTc^ 

X :H£ principal languages of the natives of 

North America may be divided into four claSes, as 
they confift of fuch as are made ufe of by the, nations 
of the Iroquois towards the eaftern parts of it, th^ 
Chipeways or Algonkins to the northweft, the Naudor 
weffies to the weft, and the Cherokees^Chickafiiws, 
&c. to the fouth. One or other of thdb four, are uf^d 
by all the Indians who inhabit'the parts that lie betwee^ 
the coaft of Labradore north, the JBoridas fouth, th9 

Atlantic 
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Atlantic Oc€»n eaft, and, as far as we can judge from 
the difcoveries hitherto mside, the Pacific Ocean on 
the weft. 

But of all thcfe, the Chipcway tongue appears to 
be the moft pitvailing ; it being held in fuch dleem, 
that the chids of -every tribe, dwelling a:bout t^ great 
lakes, or to the weftward of thrfe on tiie b^nks of the 
Miffifippi, with thofe as flir fouth as the Ohio, and as 
fer north as Hudfon's Bay, coniifting of more than 
thirty different tribes fpcak this language alone in 
their councils, notwithftanding each has a peculiar 
one of their own* 

It will probably in time become • uni^rfal among 
all the Indian nations, as none of them atternpt to 
make excurfions to any great diilance, or are confid- 
cred as qualified to carry on any negociation with a 
diftant band, unlds they have acquired the Chipeway 
tongue. 

At ^refent, befides the Chipcways, to whomk is 
natural, the - Ottawaws, the Saukies^ ' fehe -OttagAu- 
mies, the Killiftmoes, the Nipegons, the bands about 
Lake Le Pluye, and the remains of the Algonkins, or 
Gens de Terre, all converfe in it, with foine little va- 
riation of a dialeft ; ,but whether it be natural to thpfc 
nations, or acquired, I -was net able to dtfcovcr. I 
am however of opinion that the barbarous and un- 
ayatU diilrft i 6f Ac Winn^^g©^ t^ Me»iMBppii;^ 
and many other ^ibes, will become in time totally ex- 
jinft, and this be adopted in its ftead 

Thc^Oiip'ew^y' tongjtie !s not encumbered with any 
nnneceffary tonei or accents, neither are th«'e any 
worBs'.ii^ it that' are fuperflubus ; k is alfo eafy to 
prondunee, and much more copious than any other 
Indian language. - 

As^ -the^n^ians are unacquainted vnth the polite 
arts, or. with the fciencei, and as they are 'ftrahgers t6 
ceremony, or compliment, they neitho* have nor 
JHced an infinity of words wherewith to embellifli * 

their 
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their difcotirfe. Plain atid unpolifhed m their man*- 
ners, they only make ufc of fuch as ferve to denom- 
inate t. e neeeiTaries or conveniences of life, and to 
exprefs their wants, which in a ft^te of nature can be 
but few. 

I have annexed hereto, a flaort vocabulary of the 
Chipeway language, and another of the Naudowet 
fies, but am not able to reduce them to the rules of 
grammar. 

The latter is fpoken iif a foft accent, without any 
guttural found*, fo that it may be learnt with facility, 
and is pot difficult either .to be .pronounced or writ- 
ten. It is nearly as copious and expreffive as the 
Chipeway tongue, and is the moft prevailing language. 
of any on the weftern banks of the MiiEfippi, being 
in ufe, according to their account, among all the 
nations that lie to the north of the Meflbrie, and ex<» 
tends as fer weft as the fhores of the Pacific Oceans 

As the Indians are not acquainted with letters,.^ it 
is very difficult to convey with precifion the exa£fc ^ 
found of their words 5 I have however endeavoured. 
to write them as near to tne manner in which they 
are exprefled, as fuch an uncertain mode will ad- 
mit of. « 

Althotigh the bidians cannot communicate their 
ideas by imriti|ig, yet they form certain hieroglyphics^ 
which, in fome meafure, ferve to perpetuate any e3^ 
traordimry tranfaftion, or uncommon event* T^us 
when they ave- oa theio oocurfions, aaul either intend 
to proceed, 06 have been • on any remarbablie enter- 
prife, they ^el the hark from the trees whieh lie in 
they way, to gvfc intelligencer to thofe parties that 
happcm to be. ataidiftaiite,. of .the path thej; muft 
pnrfiie ix) pvserttdke tfhem. >/.^ / > 

.The foHotrm^iiiftance i^ill^cprivey aiiiore pesh£k 
idea of t|he tnettiods tfae}Cxnalte;ttfil.o£-0]x:thisx)Ge3fion^ 
thaattapy g3ipa^cfliyi3 I caa^fipariiie^i « 1 . 
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When I kft the MifSfippi, and proceeded up the 
Chipeway River, in my way to Lake Superior, as re- 
lated in my J9urnal, my guide^ who was a chief of 
the Chipeways that dwell on the Ottawaw Lake, near 
the heads of the river we had juft entered, fearing 
that fome parties of the Naudoweffies, with whom 
his nation are perpetually at war, might accidentally 
fall in with us, and before they were apprized of my 
being in company, do us fome mifchief, he took the 
following fteps : 

He peeled the bark from a tree, near the entrance 
of a river, and with wood coalj mixed with bear's 
greafe, their ufual fubflitute for ink, made in an un- 
couth, but expreflive manner, the figure of the town 
of the Ottagaumies. He then formed to the left a 
man drefled in fkins, by which he intended to reprefent 
a Naudoweflie, with a line drawn from his mouth to 
that of a deer, the fymbol of the Chipeways. After 
this he depiftured flill further to the left a canoe as 
proceeding up the river, in which he placed a man 
fitting with a^ hat on ; this figure was defigned to 
reprefent an Englifhman, or myielf, and my French- 
, man was drawn with a handkerchief tied roimd his 
bead, and roWing the canoe j to thefe he added fev- 
eral other fignificant emblems, among which the 
Pipe of Peace appeared painted on the prow of the 
canoe. 

The meaning he intended to convey to the Naudo- 
weffies, and which I doubt not appeared perfectly 
intelligible to them, was, that one of the Chipeway 
chiefs had received a fpeech from fome Naudowefiie 
chiefs, at the town of the Ottagaumies, defiring him 
to conduct the Englifhman, who had lately been among 
them, up the Chipeway river ; and that they thereby 
required, that the Chipeway, notWkbftanding he was 
an avowed entemy, fhould not- be molefbed by them 
on his pafTage^ as he had the care of a perfou whom 
they efleemed as one of their nation. 

Some 
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Some authors have pretended that the Indians have 
armorial bearings, which they blazon with great cx- 
aftnefs, and which diftinguifh one nation from anoth- 
er ; but I never could obferve any other arms among 
them than the fymbols already defcribed. 



A fliort VOCABULARY of the Chipeway Lan- 

GVAGE. 
iV. A This people do not make ufe either of the confonants, P, or K 



Ai 



lBOVE 

Abandon 

Admirable 

Afterwards 

All 

Always 

Amifs 

Arrive 

Axe 

Afhes 

Affift 

B 
Ball 

Bag, or tobacco pouch 
Barrel 
Beat 
Bear a 

Bear, a young one 
Beaver 
Beaver^s ikiii 
Be, or to be 
Beaird 
Becaufc 
Believe 

w 



Spiminl 

Packiton 

Pilawah 

Mipidacb 

Kokinum 

Kokali 

Napitch 

Takouchin 

Agticwet 

Piftgoe 

Mawimwab 

Jllevjin 

Cafpetafwgan 

Chventowgan 

Pakkite 

Machvah 

Makon 

Amik 

Jtpimimque 

Tapaie 

Mifchiton 

Menvinch 

Tiferimah 



Belly 



241 



CARVER'S TRAVELS. 



BcUy 


Mtjhemmt 
^Markaute 


Black 


Blood 


Mifk(nu 


Body 


Toe 


Bottle 


, Shipcgo 


Brother 


,Neconnis 


Brandy or Rum 


Scuttawawhah 


Bread 


Pahaujhigan 


Breech 


Mtfcoufah 


Breeches 


Kipokitie Koufa^ 


Buck 

C 
Canoe 


JVaJketch 


jCheman 


Call 


Tejhenekaw 
Okemanv 


Chief, a 


Carry 


Petou ' 


Child, or Childress 


Bohelo/hin 


Coat 


Capotenvian 


Cold, I am , 


Kekalch 


Come on 


Moppa 


Come to 


Pemotcha 


Comrade 


Neechee 


Concerned 


Tallemiffi 


Corn ' , 


Melomin 


Covering, or a blanket 


Wanvbewion 


Country 


JSndaw/awkeeft 


Courage 


TagimivmiJlJii 


Cup 

D 
Dance 


OJaivgan 


Nemeh 


Dart 


She/hikivee 


Die, to 


Nip 


Difli 


Machoan 


Dog 


Alifn 


Dead 


Neepo 


Devil, or evil Spirit 


Matcho'Manitou 


Dog, a little one 


Alemon 



Done, 
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I)one, it Is done 

Do 

Doubtlefs 

Drefs the kettle 

Drink 

Drunken 

Duck 

E 
Earth 
Eat 
Each 
Englifh. 
Enough 
Equal) or alike 
Efteem 
Eyes 

F 
Fafl' 
Fall 

Far off ' 
Fat 
Friend 
Father 

Few, or little ' 
Fatigued 
Field fown 
Fire 

Fire, to ftrikc * 
Find ^ 
Fifh 
Fork 
Formerly 
Fort 
Forward 
French 
Freeze, to 
Freezes hard 



Shiai ' 

To/hitoff 

Ontclatoubah 

Pmtnvah 

Minikiaah 

Ouifquiba 

Chickhip^ 

Auhivin 

OnviJJine 

Bapegik 

Sagaun$^ 

Mimilic 

Taivbifcouh 

Nanvpetelimdw 

Wijkinhhie 

WalieUc 

Ponhijin 

Watfaw 

Pimmitee 

Niconnis 

Noofah 

Maungis 

Taukiv'iJJi 

Kittegaumic 

Scuita 

Scutecke 

Nantounawaia 

Kichon ' 

Nqffawokwot 

Pirivego 

Wakatgon 

Nopawink 

Nechtegoojfj 

mm 

Kiffm Magat 



Futt 
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FuU 

Fufee or Gun 
G 

God, or the Great Spirit 

Go by water 

Girl 

Give 

Glafs, a mirror 

Good 

Good for nothing 

Govern 

General, or Command* 1 
er in Chief J 

Grapes 

Great 

Greedy 

Guts 

H 

Hare 
Heart 
Hate 
Half 

Hair, human 
Hairofbeafts 
Handfomc 
Have 
Head 
JBcaven 
Herb 
Here 
Hidden 
Home 
Honor 
Hot 
How 

How many 
Hunt 



, Moufklnet 

Kitcbi Manitou 

Pimmifcatu 

Jeckwqfftn 

Millanv 

Wawhemot 

Cawlatcb 

Malatal 

Tihrimaw 

Kitchi Okimaw 

Simaugani/b 

Shoamin 

Manatou 

Sawjdwkiffi 

Qlawbijh 

Wanvpoos 

Michewah 

Shmgaurimaw 

Nawbal 

Liffts 

Pewal 

Camgininne 

Tanaaulaw 

Oujiecman 

Speminlakivm 

Majefls 

Aconda 

Kemouch 

Entayent 

Maaunvalanjir 

Akejbotta 

Tawni 

Tawnemitik 



Hut^ 
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Hut, or Houfe 
I 

Indians 

Iron 

Ifland 

Immediately 

Indian com 

Intirely ^ * 

Impoftor 

It might be fo 

K 
Kettle 

King, or chief* 
Keep 
Knife 

Knife that is crooked 
Know 

L 
Lake 
Laugh 
Lazy 
Lame 
Leave 
Letter : 
Life * 
Love 

Long fince 
Land Carriage 
Lofe 

Lie down 
Little 

M 
Meat - ^ 

Much 
Man 

March, to go 
Marry '- - 

w 2 



Wig'Waum 

IJhinaivhah 
Fewaivbick ^ 
Minis 
Webatch 
Mittawmin 
Naivpitch 
• MawlaiutiJJie 
Tanvneerrdo . 

Achilons.' 
Oketnaw 
Ganwerimavj 

• Mockotnan 
Cootaivgon 
Thickeremaw ' 

KitcUgaivinirJf 

Pawpi 
'" Kittimi 
' • Kihhate 
' Pockiton 

Mawfignaugofs^ 

• Nouchimowin 
Saukie 
Skawjhia 
Cappatawgon '•' 
Packilaugui ■■ - 
Weepemaw 
Waubejbeen 

Weas 
Nibbilaw 
jilliffincpe 
PimmovJJi& 
\ Weenvin 



Medicine 
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Medicine 


\Ma/kiki(i 


Merchandifc 


Akkochigon 


Moon 


Dehicot 


Mortar to pound i% 


'Poutaweon 


Male 


Nape 


Miftrefs 

N 
Needle 


Nerenumfiu 


Siawbonkin 


Near 


PewUch 


Nation 


Irinee 


Never 


Cawikiav: 


Night 


Debkot 


No 


Kaw 


Nofe 


Yoch 


Nothing 


KakegQ ., 


Not yet 


Kawmifchi 


Not at all 


Kagutch 


Nought, good for ' 
nothing 
O 
Old 


Malatat 


' Kauwefbine 


Otter 


Nikkik 


Other 

P 
Pipe 


^ Cotttach 


Poagan 


Part, what part 


, Tawnapee 


Play 


' Packeigo 


Powder, gun or, d^ft 


Pingo 


Peace, to make. 


' PecacQtiche 


Pray 


' Tawlaimia 


Proper 


Sawfega 


Prcfently 


Webatch 


Peninfula 

Quick 

R 
Kcgard 


Minntfftn 


: Keg&tch 


.. fFawbem 
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Red 
Refolve 
Relation 
Refpcft 
Rain 
Robe 
River 
Run^ to 
S 
Sad 
Sail 

Sack^ or Bag 
Sea, or large |Liake 
Shoes 

Ship, or large Canoe 
Sorry 
Spirit 
Spoon 
Star 
Steal 
Stockings 
Strong 
Sturgeon 
Sun 
Sword 
Surpnfing 
See 
Since 
Shirt 
Slave 
Sleep 
Sit down 
T 
Take 
Tectk 
That 
There 



MtfcwiT 
TibeHndon 
Tawivemaw 
3'awbafirm$c0 
Kimmetuan 
. Ocholavj 
Sifpim 
Pitcbebot 

. Talimiffie 

Pemefcaiix 

Mq/kimot 

AgankUchiganvtninh 
y Mauktffin 

Kiteht Cheman 

KifcQittfJie 

Manitou 

Alanh 
Ketnautin 
Mtttaus 
Ma/bhauwah 
Lftwmack 
Kiffis 
Simaugan 
. JEtnvahf EtnwA 
Wawbemo 
Mapedob 
Papatvkwean 
Wackan 
Nippee 
Mintepin 

Emaundab 
Ttbbit 
Maiviab 
fTaffmkH 



This 



ut 
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This 


• Maundah 


Truly 


. Kiht 


Together 


Na<wmaw<wee 


Tobacco 


Semau 


Tongue 


Outon 


Tired 


Taiukonfie 


Too little 


Ofattmmangis 


Too much 


OJfaune 


Thank you 


Megivatch 


To-morrow 


. Wamjbunk 


To-morrow the day after 


Oufwawbunk 


.^ 




Warriors 


SemauganauA 


Water 


Nebbi 


War 


Nantauitmla*(o 


Way 


. Mickon 


Well then ! 


Tauneendah / 


What is that ? 


Jf^aw'wewin P 


What now ? 


^uagonie ? 


Whence 


\ TMintppi 


Where 


Tab 


White 


Waube 


Who is there ? 


^agonie Mauhab^t^ 


Wind 


Loutin 


Winter 


PepcuH 


-Woman ' ... 


. Mwee 


Wood 


Mittic 


Wolf 

Y '- 
Tefterday 


Matjuhingon 


Petchila^wgo 


Yet 


Minne watch ' 


Young 


. WifconeklIJi 


YeUow 


Wcez%o 


The NUMERICAL Terms of the Chipew^ 


One 


PhJiAk 


T»b 


Nincb 



'^Tlxrce 
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Three 


Nifou 


Four 


Neau 


Five 


Naran 


Six 


NingouPwaffou 


Seven 


NinchonvaJJdtS 


Eight 


Kijpywoffbu 


Nine 


Shongajbu 


Ten 


Mittaujfou 


Eleven 


Mittaujpm Pajhik 


Twenty 


Ntnchtanunaiu 


Thirty- 


Ntffbu Mittaivnaw 


Forty 


Neau Mttta^wna^ 


Fifty 


Naran Mittanvnanv 


Sixty 


NingoutfUDoffoif Mitta*wna^ 
Ninchowaffbu Mi^tawnaw 


Seventy 


Eighty 


Nijpymjfm Mittatunaiu 
Shongajou Mittatvnavr 


Ninety 


Hundred 


Mittaujfou Mitta^nam 


Thoufand 


\ Mittaujfou Mittaujpfu 
. \ Mittawnaw 


A ihort VOCABULARY of the Naudowessie 




LAMGUAGEr 


A 


, 


Axe ' 
B 
Beaver 


j^aw 


ChanihJi 


Buffalo 


Taix^ongo 


Bad 


Shejah 


Broach 


Muzahootoo 


Bearj a 

c 


Wahkonj^jah 

%. 


Canoe 


Wanhtoh 


Cold 


Mechuetah 


Child, a male 


Wechoakjeh 


Child, a female 


Whacbeekfeh 


Come here 


AccQomnsare 



Dead 



A 
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D 




Dead 


Negttjb 


Deer 


Tohhijoh 


Dog . 
Eat 


Shungufi 


Echanx^mena^ 


Ears 


Nookah 


Eyes 


EJhtike 


Evil 


Shejah. 


X 

Fire 


PaahtHh 


Father 


Otah 


Frenchman 


Neehteegufi 


Falls of Water 


0<wah Mcnab 


Friend 


Kitchi'v:ah 


G 




Good 


Wofbtah 


Give 


Accooyeh" 


Go away 


Accoowab 


God, ot the Great Spirit 


Wakon 


Gun- 


Muzah Wakw 


Great 


Tonga ■ 


Gold . 


Muzaham 


H 




Hear 


NooVtpon 


Horfe ^ . 


Shuetongo 


Home, or domeftic 


Shuab 


Houfe 


Teehee ' 


Heaven 
I 


Woptah Teher 


Ir^on 


Muzab " 


Ij or me 


Meob. 


K 




King, or chief- 


. Otab 


Kill 


Negujbiaugatfy 


L. 




little. 


Ifeftm 



i^iQe* 
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Long 


Tongoom 


Lake 


^ongo Mench 


Love 


.Eh^ahmeah 


M 




Much , 


Otah 


More*- 


Otenatij 


Moon 


Oiueeh 


Mouth 


Eeh 


Medal 


Muzah Otdh 


Mine 


Me*wah 


Milk 


Etfawbqh 


N 




No - 


Heyah 


Near 


Jeejlinana 







Oh ! 


Hopiniyahie 


P 




Pipe 


Shanaapaiu 


Pipe of Peace 


Sianuapa'VJ H^ai^i 


R 




Rain 


0*^ah Menah 


Ring 


Muzamchupab 


Round 


Chupah 


Smoke 


Sianveai 


Salt water 


Menis ^eah 


See, to 


EfbtaiM 
Mjbteetno 


Sleep 


Snake 


Omlijhcai^ 
Paahtah 


Sun 


Spirit 


. Wakon 


Spirituous Liquofis 


Meneh Wakon 


Snow 


■&'tnnee 


Surpriftig ., 


Hopiniayare 


Silver 


Muzaham 


'^ ' \ ' 


' ■> 


Tobacco 


£hu*wfa{fan» 



Talk 
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Talk 


0*vjehchin 


Tree 


Dckatv 


There 


Dackc 


w . 




Woman 


Winnokejah 


Wonderful 


Hopiniyars 


Water 


Meneh 


What 


Tanvgo 


Who IS there i 


Ta*wgodacii^ 
Hcfahachta 


Wicked 

Y 
You 


Chee 


Young 


Havjpanyna'o^ 


You are good ^ 


Wajhtah Chcii 


You are a Spirit 


Wahn Ckee 


You are my good friend 


Wajhtah Kitch 


No Good 


ffeyab Wajhtoi 



The NUMERICAL Terms of the Naudowessies^ 



One 


tVoncha*io 


Two 


N9ompa*m 


Three 


Tanumonee 


Four 


Tcbch 


Five 


Sansjbuite 


Six ^ 


Sbatvco 


Seven 


Shanucopee 


Eight 


Shahindohin 


Nine 


Neochunganong 


Ten 


Wegochunganong 


Eleven 


Wegochunganong 


Twenty 


Wegochunganong 


Thirty 


Wegochunganong 


Sej^y 


Wegochunganong 


Fifty 


TVegochunganong 


Sixty 


Wegochunganong 


Seventy 


Wegochungailong 



Wonchano 
Noompa^ua 
Tatvmonee 

Toboh 
Saiuhute 
Sha*»co • 
Shatifcopee 
Eighty 
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«. . - ^ tWegochunganong Sha^ 

^ ' \ hindohin 

*T. r Wegochunganong Nebo* 

^ \ chungamng 

Hundred Opohng 

Thoufsuid JVegochunganong Opohng. 

To this Ihort vocabulary of the Naudowffie lan- 
guage, I fhall adjoin a fpecicnen of the manner m 
which they unite their words. I have chofen for this 
purpofe a ihort fong, which they iing, with fome kind 
of melody, though not witli any appearance of poetical 
meafure, when they fet out on their hunting expedi- 
tions : and have given as near a tranflation as the dif- 
ference of the idioms will permit. 

Meffh accoowah ejhiaiv paatah negufbtawgaiv Jhejah 
fnenah, Tongo IVdkon tneoh nvojhia^ paatah accootvah. 
Hopinijahie eweeh acc9oyee meohy nvojbta patah otob to^ 
htnjoh meoh teebee. 

I will rife before the fun, and afcend yonder hill, to 
fee the new light chafe away the vapors, and difperfe 
the clouds. Great Spirit, give me fucccfs. And 
when the fun is gone, lend me, oh moon, light fufiicient 
to guide mc with fafety back to my tent loaden with 
deer! 
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CHAPTER XVni. 
OF THE BEASTS, BIRDS, FISHESy REPTILES, 

AND INSECTS, tVHICH 4RE FOUND IN TBE 

iNTEjiiOR P4RTS OF NORTH AMBRIOA. 

Of t^cfc I fki^Xj in the firft plnce, give a cat- 
alogue, and aftdrWards a defcription of fuch only as 
are cither {Hxruliar to this country, or which difter ij> 
fome material point from thofe th-^t ^re tp be met 
with in other realms. 

OF THE BEASTS. 

The Tf|;er, the Bear, Wolves, Foxes, Dogs, the 
Cat of the Mountain, the Wild Cat^ the Buffalo, the 
Dcerj the Elk, the Mopfe, the Carrabou, the Carca- 
lou^ the Skunk, the Porcupine, the .Hedge J\Qg, the 
Woodchuck, the Racoon, the Martin, the Fiflier, 
the Mufquafli, Squirrels, Hares-, R^^bbits^ the Mole, 
the Weezel, the Moufe,. the Doymoufe, t]^ Beaver^ 
the Otter, the Mink, and Bats. 

'TheTYGER. The Tyger of America, refembles 
in fliape thpft pf Africa a»d Afia, -but is conGderably 
Imaller.. Nor dys it appear to be fo fierce and rayr 
enous as they are. The colour of it is a darkifh fal- 
low, and it is entirely -free from fpots. I faw one on 
an ifland in the .Chipeway River, of which I had a 
.Tcry good view, as it .was at no great diftaace from 
me. It fat upon its hinder parts like a dog ; and 
.did-vHOt fcem either to be apprehenfive of our approach, 
or to difcover any ravenous inclinations. It is, how- 
ever, very feldom to be met .with in this, part of the 
world. 

The BEAR. Bears are very numerous on this 
continent, but more particularly fo in the northern 

parts 
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parts of it, and contribute to furnifh- h6th food and 
beds for almoft every. Indian nation. 1 Thofe of Amer- 
ica differ in many refpefts from- thofe either of 
Greenland or . Ruflia, they being not only fomew:hat 
fmaller, bat. timoroi^ and inoffenfive, unlefs they are 
pinched by hunger, or ftnarting.from a wound* The. 
fight of a nxan terrifies them ', and a dog will put feve-- 
ral to flight. They are extremely fond of grapes, and 
will climb to the top of the higheft trees in queft of 
them. This kind of food renocrs their fleih excefP- 
ively rich, and finely flavoured ; and it is confequent- 
ly preferred by the Indians and traders to that of. any 
other animal. The fat is very white, and befides be-, 
ing fweet and wholeibmc, is pofleflid of one valuable 
quality,, which isj that it never cloys.- Tlis inhiibit- 
ants of thefe* parts conftantly anoint themfelves with 
it, and to its efficacy they in a great meafure ovye 
their agility. The feafon for' hunting the bear is 
during the winter ; when they take up their abode in 
hqllow trees, or* make themfelves dens in the roots • 
of tHofe that are blown down, the' entrance of which* 
they ibop up with branches of fir that lie fcattered 
about. From thefe retreats it is faid they ftir not 
whilfl: the weather continues fevere, and as it is well 
known that they do not provide themfelves with food, 
they are fuppofcd to be enabled by nature to fubfill 
for Ibme months without, and during, this time to 
continue of the fame bulk. / 

The WOLF. The wolves of North Americ;;^ arc 
much lefs than thofe which are met with- in other 
parts of the world. They have, however, in com- 
liion with the reft of their fpecies, a wildne^s in their 
looks, and a fiercenefs in their eyes ; notwititftanding 
which, they are far. from being fo ravenous as the 
European wolves, nor will they ever attack a man, 
except they have accidentally fed on the flefli of thofe 
fiairi in battle. When they herd; together, as they 
often, do in flip winter, they make a hideout and tg*- 

ribl^. 
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riblc noife. In thefe parts there are two kinds ; one 
of which is of a fallow colour, the other of a dun, in- 
clining to a black. 

The FOX. There are two forts of foxes in North 
America, which differ only in their colour, one being 
of a reddifh brown, the other of a grey 5 thofe of the 
latter kind that are found near the river MliSfippi, 
arc extremely beautiful, their hair being of a' filver 
J^rey. 

DOGS. The dogs employed by the Indians iri 
hunting appear to be all of the fame /pecies j they 
carry their ears ereft, and greatly refemble a wolf 
about the head. They are exceedingly ufeful to them 
in their hunting excurfions, and will attack the fier- 
ccft of the game they are in purfuit of. They are 
nllb remarkable for their fidelity to their ma-fters 5 but 
facing ill fed by them, are very troublefome in their 
huts or tents. 

The CAT of the Mountain. This creature is in 
ilmpc like a cat, only much larger. The hair or fur 
icfemblcs al fo tlie Ikin of that domeftic animal ; the 
colour, however, differs, for the fonner is of a reddifli 
or orange caft, but grows lighter near the belly. 
The whole fkin is beautified with black fpots of dif- 
ferent figures, of which thofe on the back are long, 
and thofe on the lower parts round. On the ears 
tliere are black ilripes. This creature is nearly as 
fierce as a leopard, but will feidom attack a man. 

The BUFFALO. This beaft, of which there are 
amazing numbers in thefe parts, is larger than an ox 
has fhort black horns, with a large beard under his 
chin, and his head is lb full of hair, that it falls over 
his eyes, and gives him a frightful look. There is a 
bunch on his back which begins at the haunches, and 
increafing gradually to the fhoulders, reaches on to 
the neck. Both this excrefcence and its whole body 
are covered with long hair, or rather wool, of a dmi 
QT moufe colour, which is exceedingly valuable, efpe- 
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dially that on the fore part of the body. Its head is 
larger 'than abulias, with a very fhort neck 5 the breaft 
is broad^ and'tUe body decreafes towards the buttocks. 
Thefe creatures' vHW run away at the. fight of a man, 
and a whole herd will make off when they perceive/ 
d fingle dog. The flefli of the buffalo is excellent; 
fbod^ its hide fs extremely ufeful, ^nd the hair very 
proper for the manufafture of various articles. 

The 'DEER. Tkere is biit one fpcies of deer 
in North America, and thefe are higher and of a flimV 
mer make than thofe in Europe. Their fhape is near- 
ly the fame, as the European, their colour of a deep 
fallow, and their horns very large and branching. 
This beaft is the fwifteflr on the American plains, and- 
they herd together as they do in other countries. 

the ELK greatly exceeds the deer in fize, being 
in bulk equal to a horfe. Its body is fliaped like that 
of a deer, only its tail is remarkably ihort, being not 
more than three inches long. Tile colour of its hair, 
which is grey, and not unlike that of a camel, but of 
2i more reddifh caft, is nearly three inches in length, 
and as coarfe as tlvit of a horfe. The horns of this 
creature grow to a prodigious fee, extending fo'wide 
that two or three perfons might fit between them at 
the tame time. They are not forked like thofe of a 
deer, but Jinve all their teeth or branches on the out- 
er edge. Nor does the form of thofe of the elk re- 
femble a deer's, the former being flat, and eight or 
ttti inches broad,! whereas the latter are round and 
Conflder^bly t^arrowcr. They fhed their horns every 
year' in the month of Februaiy, and by Auguft the 
new ones are* nearly arrived' at their 'fall growth. 
Notwithftatiding their fize, and the means of defence 
nature has ^fumiflied therri with, they are a^s timorous 
as a''deeln^ Thfeir {kih! fs Very ufefuJi 'and will drefs 
a^'well as thnt 6?^ ■ Wck. ' ' They feed on grais 'in the 
iliriimer,' and' on ni6fs"cf buds in the winter, 
'f .' .;. - > • <-■ J ^ :: ; .*, :.:. ; .^hc 

X-2 ... 



2s8 CARVER'S TRAVELS. 

The MOOSE ,is nearly about tl%e fi?e of the elk, 
and the horns of it are ahnoft as numerous a* that 
animal's 5 the ftem of them, however, is not quite fo 
Wide, and they* branch on both fides like thofe of a 
deer. This creature alfo Iheds them every year. 
Though its hinder parts Ire very broad, its tail is 
not above an inch long. It has feet ^nd legs like a 
camel ; its head is about two feet long, its upper lip, 
is much larger than the under, and the noftrils of it are 
fy wide that a man might thrufl his haUd into them 
a confiderable way. The hair of the moofe is light 
grey, mixed with a blackiflx red. It is very elaftic, 
for though it be beaten ever fo long, it will retain its 
original (hape. The flefli is e2;ceeding good food, ea- 
fy of digeftion, and very nourifliing. . The nofe or 
lippcr lip, which is large and ioofe from the gums> is 
cfteemed a great delicacy, being of a firm coniiftence, 
between marrow and griftle, and when properly 
drcfled, affords a rich and lufcious dilh. Its hide is 
very proper for leather, being thick and ftrong, yet 
foft. and pliable. The pace of this creature is always 
a trot, which is fo expeditious, that it is exceeded in 
Aviftnefs but by/ew of its feltow inhabitants of thcfe 
woods. It is generally found in the forefts, where it 
feeds on mofs.and buds. Though this creature is of 
the deer kind, it never herds as thofe do. Moft au- 
thors confound it with the elk, deer or c^rabou, but 
it is a fpecies totally diiSFerent, as might be difcovcred 
by attending to the defcription I have given of each. 

The CARRABOU. This beaft is not near fo tall 
as the moofe, however, it is fomething like it in ihape, 
only rather more heavy, and inclining to the form of 
an afs. . The horns of it are not flat as thofe of the 
elk are, but round lik^ thofe of the deer 5 they alfo 
meet nearer together at the extremities, and bend 
more over the. face than either thofe of the fik or 
moofe. It partakes of the fwiftncfs of the de^, and 
is with ^iiEcuitv overtaken by its purfucrs. The flefli 
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t)f It likewilcis equally as good^ the tongue particu- 
larly is in high cftecm. The ikiti being finooth alld 
free frdm veins, is as valuable as fhainoy. 

The CARCAJOU. ' This creature, which is of the 
cat kind, is a terrible 'enemy to the preceding four fpe- 
cies of beafts. He either comes upon them from fome 
concealment unperceivcd, or climbs up into a tree, 
and taking his ftation on fome of the branches, waits 
tilt one of them, driven by an extreme of heat or cold, 
takes fhelter under it ; when he fattens upon his 
neck, and opening the jugular vein, foon brings his 
prey to the ground. This he is enabled to do by his 
long tail, with which he encircles the body of his ad- 
verfary •, and the only means they have to fhuu their ^ 
fate, is by flying immediately to the water ; by this 
method, as the carcajou has a great diflike to that ele- 
ment, he is fometimcs got rid of before he can effeft 
his purpofe. 

The SKUNK. This is the moft extraordinary an- 
imal that^he American woods produce. It is rather 
lefs than a pole cat, and of the fame fpecies ; it is ' 
dierefore often miftaken for that, creature, but is very 
diflferent from it in many points. Its hair is long 
and fhining, variegated with large black and white 
fpots, the former moftly on the fhoulders and rump j 
its tail is very bufliy, like that of the fox, part black, 
^nd part white like its body ; it lives chiefly in the 
woods and hedges ; but its extraordinary powers are 
only (hewn when it is purfued. As foon as he finds 
himfelf in danger, he ejcfts, to a great diftance from 
behind, a fmali feeam of water, of fo fubtile a nattu-e, 
and at the fime time fo powerful a fmell, that the 
ait is tainted with it for half a mile in circumference ; 
and his purfuers, whether men or dogs, being almott 
fuflTo^ated with the ftench, arc obliged to give over 
the purfuit* On this account he is called by the French, 
Enfent du Diable, the Child of the Devil ; or Bete 
Pi]ante,the Slinking Beail. It is aUnoft impoi&ble to 
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defcribc the noifome effcfts of the lii^uid with whicR- 
this creature is fupplled by nature for Its defence* If 
a drop of it falls on your clothes, they are rendered 
fo diOgreeable that if is impv/iTibfle ever after to wear 
them 5 or if any of it enters your eyelids, the pain be- 
comes intolerable for a long time, and perhaps at lafi: 
you lofe your fight. The imell of the ikunk, though 
thus to be dreaded, is not like that of a putrid car- 
cafs, but a llrong f(x:ti<l effluvia of mufk, which dif- 
pleafes rather from its penetrating power than from 
its naufeoufnefs. It is notwithftandlilg, conlidcred as 
conducive to clear the head, and to raife the fpirits. 
This water isfuppofed by naturalifls to be its urine 5 
but I have difTc^SVed many of them that I have' fliot, 
and have found within their bodies, iMzt the urirtal 
vcflcl, a fmall receptacle of water, totally diftin<ft frohi 
the bladder which contained the urine, and from 
which alone I am fatisfied tjie horrid ftendi proceeds. - 
After having taken out with great care the bag where- 
in thi3 water is lodged, I have frequently ferfon th^m, 
and have found them*, very fweet and good 5 but one' 
drop emitted taints not'only the carcafs, but the whole 
houfe, and renders every kind of proviilons, that are 
in it, unlit for ufe. With great juftic^ tlierefore do 
the French give it fiiqji a diabolical name. * .' ' 

The FORCUPINE. The body of an American - 
porcupine is in bulk about the fize of a fmall dog, but' 
it is boUr 'fhorter* in length, and not fo high from the 
ground. It 'varies Very m-uch from thofe of other' 
countries both in its fli^pe and the length of its quilrs. 
The former is like tfiat <5f a fox, except the head," which" 
is'not fg fiiarp-ai^d- long,- but reft^m hies more that of 
a rabbit. Its body is- covered with hair of a- dark 
]^row», about .fc|ur* inched Uongy grea^ pafrt eif which^ 
are th^thicknefs'of 'a ftfstw-, and are termbd its ^ills.' 
Theft ai'e wiiif-e, ^ith black polifts^' hollow and' very 
Arongy efped^lly tl">efe thit* gro^-ori 'the^bacfe;--' TM 
qulils ierv^ thi> '^^4^aturb for ^ftcniive • Und defenflve 
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weapons, which he darts at his enemies, and if they 
peirce the flefh in the leaft degree, they will fink quite 
into it, and are not to be extracted without inciiion. 
The Indians ufe them for boring tiieir ears and nofc, 
to infert their pendants, and alfo by way of ornjtment 
in thtir (lockings, hair, &c- befides which, they great- 
ly cftecm the flefli. 

The WOOD CHUCK is a ground animal of the 
fiir kind, about the fize of a martin, being nearly fif- 
teen inches long j its body, however, is rounder, and 
its legs fliorter 5 the fore paws of it are brpad, and 
conftrufted for the purpofe of digging holes in the 
ground, where it burrows like a rabbit ; its fur is of a 
grey colour, on the reddifh cafl:, and its flefli tolerable 
fobd. 

The RACOON is fomewhat lefs in fize than a bea- 
ver, and its feet and legs are like thofe of that crea- 
ture, but fhort in proportion to its body,, which re- 
fcmblcs that of a badger. The fhape of its head is 
much like a fox's, only the cars are fliorter, more 
round and naked ; and its hair is alfo fimilar to that 
animal's, being thick, long, foft^ and black at the 
ends. On its face there i3 a, broad ftripe that runs 
acrofs it, and includes the eyes, which are large. Its 
muzzle is black, and at the end roundifli like that of 
a dog J the teeth are alfo fimilar to thofe of a dog 
in nimiber and fliape ; the tail is long and round, with 
annular ftripes on it like thofe of a cat ; the feet have 
five long flender toes, armed with fliarp claws, by 
which it is enabled to climb up trees like a monkey, 
and to run to the very extremities of the boughs. It 
makes ufe of its fore feet, in the manner of hands, and 
feeds itfelf with them. The flefli of this creature is 
very good in the months of September and Oftober, 
when fi-uit and nuts, on which it likes to feed, arc 
plenty. 

The MARTIN is rather larger than a fquirrel, 

and fomewhat of the fame make ; its legs and claws, 

. . however. 
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however, are ^nfiderably fhorter. Its earl are fliort-i- 
broad, and roundifh^ and its ey^ fliiae in the night 
like thofe of a cat. The whole body is covered with 
fur of a brownifh fallow colour, and there are fome in 
the more northern parts which ai?e black ;. the ikins 
of the latter are of much greater value than the oth- 
ers, the tail is covered with long hair, which makes 
it appear thicfcer than it really is. Ks fleih is forne- 
times eaten, but is not in any great eftcem- 

the MUSQUASH, or MUSK RAT, is fo term- 
ed for the exquilite muOt which it affords. It appears 
to be a diminutive of tliia beavef, beitig endowed with 
aiil the properties of tliat fagacious animal, and wants 
nothing but iitze and ftrength, being not much bigger 
than a large rat of the Noi-way breed, to . rival the 
creature it fo much refembles. Was it not for its 
tail, which is exadHy the fame as that of an Europe- 
an rat, the ftrufture of their, bodies is fo much alike, 
efpetially the head, that it might be taken, f<»" a fniall 
beaver. Like that creature it builds, itfelf. a cabins but 
of a le^ perfect conftruiSion, and takes np its abpde 
near the iide of foftie piece of water. In the fpring 
they leave their retreats, and in pairs fubfift on leaves 
and roots till the fiimmer comes on, when they feed 
on ftrawberrics, rafherries, and fuch other fi*uits as 
they can reach. At the approach of winter they fepr^ 
arate, when each takes up.its lodging apart by itfelf in 
fome hollow of a tree^ where they remain quite . un-? 
provided wkh food, and there is the greateft rcafon to- 
believe, fubfift without any till the return of fprillg. 

SQUIRRELS. There are five forts of fqirirrels 
in America ; the red, the grey, the black, the varie- 
gated and the flying. Tlie two forther are exaftly the 
fame of thofe of Europe ; the black are fomewhat 
larger, and differ from them only in. colour ; the vari- 
egated alfo refemble them in ihape and figure, but are 
very beautiful, being finely ftriped with white or grey, 
and fometimes with red and black. The American 
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ti)4Rg fquinrel is much Icfs than the European, being 
not above five inches long, and ©f aruffet grey or afh- 
colour on- the back^ and white on the undcr^parts. It 
has black pronaincxift eyes^ like thofe of the moufe, 
with a long, flat broad taiL By a membrane on each 
iide, which readies from its fore to its hind Icgj, this 
Jereature is enabled to leap from one tree to Another, 
even if they ftand a confiderable diftance apaa-t ; this 
loofe flcin, which it is enabled to Aretch out like a fail, 
antl by which it is bouycd up, is about two inches 
broad, and is covered with a fine hair or down. It 
feeds upon the fame provifions as the others, and is 
eafily tainted. 

. The BEAVER. This creatureliasi been fo oft«i 
treated off, and his uncomihon abilities fo minutely 
defcrib^d, that any furthex aoco\mt of it- will appear 
unnecefFary ; however, for the benefit of thofe of my 
readers'wj^ are not fb well acquainted with the form 
and properties of this fagacious and ufefol animal, I 
ihall give a concife defcriptionof it. The beaver k 
an amphibious quadruped, which cannot live for any 
long time in the water, and it is faid is even able to 
cxift entirely without it provided it has the conveni^ 
ence of fometimes bathing itfdf. The largeft* beavers 
*are nearly four feet in length, and about fotirteai or 
/fifteen 'inches in breadtli over the hatmches ; they 
•v^eigh ubout iixty pounds. Its head is libe thdt o£ 
the otter, huJt lai*ger ^ its fnoot is pretty long, the eyes 
fniall, the ears fhort, round, hairy on the ^nitfide^ and 
fmooth- within, an4 its teeth very long | the under 
teetii ftand out of theifr mouths about the hrtadth of 
>hrec fingers, and the upper half a fingtr, all of which 
,are broady cro«ktd, 'ftrong, aiid fliarp ; befides thofe 
^ecth called the- incifors, w^hich grow double, are fet 
Ji^ery deep in tlidir jaws, and bend like the edge of an 
axe, they have fixteen grinders, eight on each fide, 
four above and.foiir below, difeftly oppofite to each 
,pther. With the former they are able to cut doyn 
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trees of a confideraUe Gztf with the latter to break 
the hardeft fabftances. Its legs are flimt, particular- 
ly the fore legs, tvhich^ are^only four or five inches 
long) and not unlike thofe of avhadg«r ; the toes of the 
fore feet are feparate, the nails {^ed ohliqudy, and 
are hollow like quills ; hvA. the hind feet are quite 
difierent, and fumifhed with membranes between the 
toes. By this means it can walk, though but flowlyi 
and is able to fwim with as nuich eafe as any other 
aquatic animal. The tail of^this animal fomewhat re- 
fembles a fifh, and feems to have no manner of rela- 
tion to the reft of the body, except the hind feet, all 
the other parts being fimilar to thofe of land animals. 
The tail is covered with a ikin fumiihed wkh fcales, 
that are joined together by a pellicle ; thefe icales are 
about the thicknefs of parchment, nearly a line and 
a half in length, and generally of a hexagonical fig* 
ure, having fix corners ; it is about eleven or twelve 
inches in length, and broader in the 'middle, where 
it is four inches (yvcr, tbs^ either at the root or the 
extremity. It is about two inches thick near the bo- 
dy, where it is almoft round, and grows gradually 
thinner and flatter to the end. The colour of the 
beaver is different according to the diflferent climates 
in which it is found. In the moft north^n j^uts 
they are generally quite black ; in more temperate, 
brownj'lheir colour becoming lighter and lighter as 
they approach towards the fouth. The for is of two 
forts all over the body, except at the feet, where it is 
very fhort j that which is the longeft, is generally in 
length about an inch, but on the back it fometimes 
extends to two inches, gradudly diminifhing towards 
the head and tail. This part of the for is harih) 
coarfe and fhining, and of little ufe ; the other part 
confifts of a very thick and fine down, lb foft that it 
feels almoft like filk, about three quarters of an inch 
in length, and is what is commonly manufa£hired. 
Caftor, which is ufefal in medicine, is produced firopi 
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tkc boQy of this feature ; ^t wt$ fori&erly believed 
to be its- ufticks^ but .later difcovcrks have QiQwu 
that it is contained in four ba^» ilttiated in the lower 
beily. Two of which, that are called the fuperior^ 
{vom their being more devated than the cdiers, are 
£iled with a foifti reiinoust ^dheUve natter, mixed 
\vtith fmall fibres^ gre;i& without) axKl ji:Uow. within^ 
of a ftrongy difagreeabW^ and penetirating fioent, and 
very ii^ammaUe. This is the .true caftoreums it 
hardens in .the . aiTi and becomes brown, brittle, and 
Gciable. The inferior bag» contain an unctuous U-* 
quor Uke honey ; the colour of which is a pale yellow^ 
and its odor fomewhat different from the other, bdng 
rather weaker and more difagreeable } it however 
thickens as it grows older/ and at length be- 
comes about the jconfiftence of tallow. This has al- 
.fo its particular nfe in medicine j but it is not fo val- 
uable as the true caftoreum. 

The ingdiuity of thefe creatures in building their 
cabins, and in providing for their fuhfiHencei is tru- 
ly wonderful. Whon they, are about to chufe them- 
fdves a habitation, they ailemble in companies fome- 
times of two or thre^ hundred^ and after mature de- 
liberation fix on a place where plenty of proviflons 
and all,neceflariesare tobe found. Their houfes are 
always fituated in the water, and when they can iind 
neither lake jior •pond adjacent, they endeavour to 
iupply the .dcfeft by flopping the current of fome 
brook or fmall river, by means of a caufeway or dam. 
Ii*or this purpofe they fet about /ellipg of ^ees> and 
they take care to chufe out thofe that grow above 
the place where they intend to build, that they may 
Xwim down with the current. Having fixed on 
thofe that are proper, three oir four beavers placing 
themfelves round a .large .one, find means with their 
ifarong teeth to bring it down. They alfo prudently . 
contrive that it fhall fall towards the water, that they 
may have the lefs way to cawy-it. After they have, 
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*by a continuance of il>e fapie labor and indtifla^^ 
cut it inte> proper lengths,' they roll thx^e into the 
.water, aiki navigate themtowazH!^ the pbcc wheire 
;thef areto be eihployed. Without eikering more 
jjnifrately into the me^fiires they purfue m the con- 
.ftruftion erf" their dams, I jDhallonly remark, that havj- 
jng prepared a kind erf mortar with their feet, and 
;la1d it on withth^r tails, ^which they had before mad^ 
ufe of to transport it ^o the place where, it is reguiiite, 
.they conftiii£tthem jvith a$<much foUdity and reg^ 
larity aS' the ,910ft .eiqgtrieiiQ^ .wockmen could do. 
The formation of their cabins is no lefs aoiazing. 
Thele are either built on poles in the ^niddle of the 
fmall lakes they have thus formed, on the bank of> 
.rJVer, or at the extremity of fome point of land that 
advances into a lake. The £gure of them is round 
or oval, and they are fafhioncd- with^ ingenuity cr 
qual to their dams. Two thirds of the edifice ftands 
^boye the water, and this part is fufficicntly capacious 
to .contain eight or ten inhabitants, tach beavcf 
has his place affigned him, the flcc|r of which he cu- 
rioufly ftrews with leaves, or fmall iM-anches of the 
pine tree, fo as to render it clean and <u)mjfortable ) 
'and their cabins jure all ^tu^ted fo contiguous to each 
other, as to allow of an eafy commuhi(;ation. Thf 
jwinter iieveribrprifes thcfe afiimals before their buii- 
^nefs is completed ; for by the latter end of September 
their houfes arc finHhed, 2aid their ^ock of provifions 
is generally laid in. Th^e confift of finall pieces of 
wood whofe texture is foft, fuch as the poplar, the 
alpin, or willow, &c. which they lay up id piles, and 
dilpofe of in fuch manner as to pr^^vc their moift- 
«re. Was i to enumerate every iofliance of fagacity 
that is to be diicOvered m there animals, -they would 
£11 a volume, and prove not only entertaining but ia« 
ilrufting. 

; The OTTER. This creatur^ alfp is amphibious, 
:and greatly refemblcs a beaver, but is very diifisrent 
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from, it in'many refpeA^. Its bodfJis nearly as lotig 
as a beaver's but cohfidembly lefe'in all its:part8. The 
muzzle, cycs^ iaind the form ^f the hesid are nearly 
the fame, but the tefeth are very unlike, for the otter' 
t^ants the large ihclloirs dr nippers* tk^t a beaver has j* 
inftead of thefe, all his teteth, wkhout any diftinftiou, 
are fhaped like thofe of a dog or vinalf; The hair al- 
fo o^ the formser is not half fo l<3fltt^ as that belonging 
tb the latter, nor is th^ coiorbf it cxa&ly the fame, 
forthe hair of an ottfer tinder the'n^ck, ftqmach, and 
bcHy, is more greyifh' than- that of a beavsgr, and in 
itiany other refpcfts it- Kfcewifc varies*- This animal^ 
'vrhich is met with in' moft' parts of the world, but in 
Jtiuch grteater number^" in North Aoaerica, is very" 
mifchievbus, and when life is clbfdy purfued^ wiH not 
only attack dogs but men^ 

It generally feeds- upon fiflii efpecially in the fum* 
nier,butin the 'winter is contented with the bark of 
ti-ees, of the pfoduce of the fields. Its fleih both 
t'aftes andYmells of Mi^ and' is not vrfiolefome food>> 
though if IS fometimes eaten thrbugh neceffity. 

The MINK is of the otter kind, and fubfifts in^ 
the fame mann^; In fhap^ and fize it refembles 7t^ 
pole cat, being equally long and flcnder." Its Ikin {t 
blacker' t]ian that of an otter, or ahtioft any other " 
creature ;** as bJacb a§ a miiikj*' being a*^ proverbial, 
cxpreffibn in America 5 it is' not -however fo valuable,- 
though this greatly depends' on the fe^fon in which- 
it is taken. > Its tail is round likl: that of a fnake, but 
growing fiattilh towards- the end, and is entirely with*- 
put hair. An agreeabfe muflcy fcent exhales from its 
body 5 arid it is met ^ with near the fources of riversj ^w 
whole banks itchiefly live^. 

OF THE BIRBS. 

THE Eagle, the Hawk, the Night Hawk, the Fffli 
Hawk, the Whipperwill, the Raven, the Crow, the 

Ow], 
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Owl, Parrots, the PeUcan, the Crane, the Stork,, the 
Cormorant, the Heron, the Swan, the Goofe, Ducks^ 
Teal, the Loon, the Water Hen, the Turkey, the 
Heath Cock, the Partridge, the Quail, Pigeons, the 
Snipe, Larksjt the "Woodpecker, the Cuckoo, the Blue 
Jay, the Swallow^ tlie Wakon Bird, the Black Bird, 
the Red Bird, the Tkruih, the Whctfaw, the Night- 
ingale, the King Bird, the Robin, the Wren, and the 
Hummii^ Bird. 

The EAGLE. There are only two. forts of eagle* 
in thefc pa?ts, tlic bald and the grey, which are mu;;|i 
the fame in fize,. and fknilar to the (hape of thofe of 
other countries. 

The NIGHT HAWK. This bird is. of the hawk 
fpecies, its bill being crooked, its wings formed for 
fwiftnefs, and its fliape nearly like that of the conir 
m<m hawk j bi^t in fize k is confiderably lefs, and m 
color rather darker. It is fcarcely ever feen but ia 
th^ evening, when at the approach of twilight, it flics 
jabOut, and dans itfelf in wanton gambols at the head 
of the belated traveller. Before a thunder fhower thefe 
birds are fcdii at an anaazing height in the air aflem- 
bled together in great numbers, as fwallows are bbferv-* 
cd to do- on the fame occafiont 

The WHIPPER WILL, or, as it is termed by the In- 
dians, the Muckawifs. This extraordinary bird is fomc^ 
what like t^ laft mentioned in its ihape and color, 
only it has fome; whitiflr ftripes acrofs the wings, 
and like that is feldom ever feen till after funfct. It 
alfo is never met with but during the fpring and fum- 
mer montlis. , As foon as the Indians are informed 
by its notes of its return, they conclude that the froft 
is entirely gone, in which they are feldom deceived.;- 
asd on receiving this afiurance of milder weather, be- 
gin to fow their corn. It acquires itsn-ime by the noife 
it makes, which to the people of the colonies founds 
like the name they give it, Whipperwill : to an- In- 
dian ear, Muckawifs. The words, it is truc> are 
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not exacyy alike, but nearly io this'toMincr xhaf ftrikh 
the in^aguiation o£ each ; and the clrcumibuice is a 
proof that the. faoic founds, tf they are not inendeted ^ 
^crtaia by being reduced to the rules of .orthography, 
might convey different ideas to different people. As ^ 
foonas night comes oni thefe birds will place them'<. 
fcives^ on the fences, ftumpri or ilones that lie near 
fbme houfe,. and repeat-tlieir melancholy notes with- 
out any variation till midnight. The Indians^ and 
fome of the inhabitants of the back Settlements, think 
i(this bird perches upon ' any houie» that^ it - betokens - 
f<^me mi&ap«to tlie inhabitants of iti - 

TheFISHHAWK^greatly refembles the latter in^ 
its fhape, and receives his nam» from his food, which 
. is: geneiaily fifli 5 it ikims over the lakes and rivers 
and fometimes fcems to lie expanded on the water, as 
he hovers fo cloie to it, and having by fome attractive 
power drawn the fiih within ks reach, <larts fudden- 
ly. upon them? The * charm it * makes nft of is fupppfr 
ed to be an oil contained in a fmall bag in the body^ 
and which natuJ»e has by fome means or other, fuppli- 
ed him with the power of uiing .for this purpofe; 
it is however very certain that any bait touched with 
a drop of .the oil collefted from this bird, is an irrefift- 
ible lure, for* all forts of filh» and infures the angler 
great fuccefs;- 

The OWL. The only fori of owls that is found 
on the banks-of the Miffifippi is extremely beautiful in 
it^ plumage, being of a fine deep) yelWw or gold cd:«» 
CM*, ;p]«afingly fiiaded and fpatted^- 

The CRANE* There is. a kind of a crane in thefc 
parts, which is called by Father Hoiniptn a pelicaa^ 
that k' zbovLt'tht'i&2G' of tho European cjqmey'of'ar 
greyifh color, and- with long legs ; but this f^cies 
differs frftm ail totkepa m it!s*btH, which is about twelve; 
lincbe^lof^ a^ toe .inch sad an half broad, of which 
bi*eadthk ^ontinoesto tboend^ where it is blunted^ 
•and teufid liktt a*.p9d4le 9^ its tongue is of the fame 
iiilgth. Y-2- DUCKa> 
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» DUCKS. Among a variety of wild ducks, the 
different fpecies of which amount to upwards of twen- 
ty, I fliall confine my defcription to one fort, that is, 
the wood duck, or, as the French term it. Canard 
Branchus. This fowl receives its name from its fre^ 
quenting the woods and perching on the branches of 
trees, which no other kind of water fowl (a charafter- 
iftic that this ftill prcferves) is known to ^o. It is 
nearly of a fize with other ducks ; its plumage is 
beautifully variegated, and very brilliant. The ileih 
of it alfo, as it feeds but little on fifh, is finely flavour- 
ed, and much fuperior to any other fort. 

The TEAL. I have already remarked in my jour- 
nal, that the teal found on the Fox River and the 
head branches of the Miflifippi, are perhaps not to 
\t equalled for the fatnefs and delicacy of their flcfh 
' by any other in the world. In color, fliape, and 
fize they are very little different from thofe found in 
other countries. 

The LOON is a water fowl, fomewhat lefs than a 
teal^ and is a fpecies of the dobchick. Its wings are 
fhort, and its legs and feet large in proportion to the 
body; the color of it is a dark brown, nearly ajv- 
proaching to black 5 and as it feeds only On fifh, the 
fiefh of it is vCTy ill flavoured; Thefe birds are exceed- 
ingly nimble and expert at diving, fo that it is almoft 
impoflible for one pcrfon to ilioot them, as they will 
dextcrbufly avoid the fhot by diving before they reach 
them 5 fo that it requirts three perfons to kill one of 
them, and this can only be done the moment it raifes 
**t$liead o^f^f the water as it returns to the fiirface 
affe* diving. It however otily repays the trouble 
taken to obtain it, by the excellent Ijport it affords.. 
^r^^'r The PARTREDGR Thew arc three forts of par- 
tridges here, the brbwn^ the red, and tke Uack^ the 
^rft of which is moft eftecmed. They arc all much 
^ larger than the European partridges, being nearly the 
' iize of a-hci^ phealant \ ^eiar he^ acd eyet^ are aUb 
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like that bird, and they have all long tails^ whkh they 
fpreadlike a fan, but not cx^^ but contrary tp the 
cuftom of thofe m other cpuntriesy they wiU perch 
on the branches of the poplar ^nd black birch, on. the- 
buds of which they feed early in the morning and kt 
the twilight of the evenings during the winter months, 
when they are eafily fhot. 

The WOOD PIGEC»J- is/nearly the fara? asours, 
and there are fuch prodigious quantities of theftx on* 
the banks of the Miifiilppi, that they will fomctixnes 
darken the fun for &veral minutes. « 

The woodpecker: This, is a very beautiful 
bird V there is one fort whofe feathers, are a mixture 
of various colors ; and another that is, brown all oves 
the body, except the head and neck, which are. of a 
Jine red. As this bird is fiippofed to make a greater 
noife tlian ordinary at particular times, it is conje^red 
his cries then dgnote rain. 

The BLUE JAY. This bird is fhaped nearly like 
the European jay, only that its tail is longer. On the 
top of its head is a creft of blue feathers, which is 
^ifed or let down at pleafure. The lower part of the 
neck behind, and the back, are of a purpliih color> 
and the upper fide of the wings and tail, as well as 
the lower part of the back and rump, are of a fine 
blue ; the extremities of the wings are blackiih, faintly 
tin£hired with dark blue on the edges, whilft.the 
other parts of the wing are barred aerois with black 
in an degant manner^ Upon the whole this bird cas 
icarcely be exceeded in beaniity by any e£ the winged 
inhabitants of this or other climates. It has the fame 
jetting motion that jays geoerally have, . amktts ciy^ is 
far more fdeaiingj . .' 

Th« WAJS:^ BIRD, as it istenmed byvthe' Ii^^ 

dian9, appears to be 0^ tbeisixie ffecies as e the birdi 

. of paradiie. The name they havet given it, is expcc£- 

•^fiiire of its ^perior excellence^ and the venecation th^ 

haveior it.j. the wakoii bird i^g«iii their. language 

the. 
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the bird of the Great Spirit. It is ncarlf the fizc of 
a iwallow, of a brown oolpr, fhaded about the neck 
with a bright greca; tbfi- wings are ^ a. darker browrn 
than the body ; its tail is conxpofed of fi^iir or- five 
feathers, which arc three times as long. as ^^ its bodjt 
aad wliich are beautifuUy fhaJed with , green and pur* 
pie. It carries this fiae length of pkuJiagein" the fame 
manner as a peacock does, bat it is not known wheth- 
er it ever raifcs it into the ere6t- poiition that birds • 
ibmetimes does. I never faw any of thefe^^ birds ia the - 
coloniei> but the Nauiowefli^ Indiana caught icvera.i 
of them when I was in their country, aad ieemed to ' 
treat them as if they were of a- faperioF rank. to 2xisfj 
other of the feathered race. . 

The BLACK BIRD/ There are three forts of 
Krds in North America that bear this name ; the firft - 
iff the cofnnion, or as it is there termed, the crow 
black bird, which is qaite blacky and of the fame iizc 
and ihape of thoie in Europe, but it has not that mel- 
ody in in its notes which theyhave. In the n>onth of 
September this fort fly inUarg^ flights/ aaddo gre^. 
miichief to the Indian Co^n, which is at that time 
jlift ripe. The.fecpnd fort is the red-wing^ which is 
rather fmaller than the firft fpecies, but like that it is 
blacic all over its body, -except on the - lower- rim of 
the wings, where it is of a fine, bright, full fcarlet. 'It 
Imilds its xkthf and chiefly refbcts among. the fmaH 
Ik&ihies that grow in .meadows^ and low, fwampy plao^ 
it&. t' It whiftles a few notes, but is not equal in 
tt» foiig ta the l^uropean .Wack bird*- The third fort is - 
ef the fame %e as the latter, and is jet black like ^ 
tiifl^&t all -theijipp^ past of the wing, }uft«below the 
back, is of a fine clear white ^ as if nature intended to ^ 
<diVefilifiy;ilhd fpecifess, and. to atb&efor the want of a • 
ihebdadas pipe b|r the beau t^s of its phift)s^>; ibr- 
4)nB alfti is da&s^\sM . \w its >nia£cad powers* The 
iMAks ol moTfion are of a fmll yellow, and the fb^- 
sudes of each of^sroft^ IHa^ JUke the European. 

* The^ 
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The RED BIRD is about the fize ef a fparrow, 
but with a long* tail, and< b alt over of a bright veiv 
m'lUion color, I few many of them about the Ottawaw 
Lakes, but I could not -learn that they fung. I alfo 
ohferved in feme other parts a bird of much the 
lame mak.e, that was entirely «f a fine yellow. 

The WHETS AW is of the cuckoo kind, beings 
like that, a folitary bird, and fcarcely ever feen. In 
the fumxner months it is heard in the groves, where 
it makes a noiffe like the filing of a few,^ from whicR 
it receives its name. 

The KING BIRD is like afwallow, and feems to 
be of the fame fpecies as the black martin or fwift. 
It is called the King Bird becdufe it is able to matter 
almoft every bird that flies. I have often feen it bring 
down a hawk. 

The HUMMING BIRD. This beautiful birdi 
which is the fmalleft of the feathered inhabitants of 
the air, is about the third part of the fize of a wren", 
and is fhaped extremely like it.. Its legs, which aire 
about an inch long^ appear like two fmall needles, 
and its body is proportionable to them. But Its plum- 
age exceeds defcription. On its head it has a fmall 
ttift of^jetty, fhining Wack ; the breaft of it is red^ 
the belly white, the back, wings, and tail of the fineft 
pale green; and finall fpecks of gold arc fcattered- 
..with inexprefllble grace over the whole 5 befides thisi, 
an almoft imperceptible down foftens the colors, and' 
produces the moft' pleafing fliades. With its bill, 
which is of the fame diminutive fize as the other parts of' 
its body, it extrafts from the flowers a moifture which 
is its nourifhment 5 over thefe it hofcns like a' bee, but 
never lights on them, moving, at the feme time its 
wings with fuch velocity that the motion of ^them is * 
imperceptible ; notwithftanding which they make a,, 
bumming noile> from whence it* teceives, its name, . 



~-\ 



174 CARVEWs TRjtVELS: 



0JF T/IE FISHES fi^rCH. A^S FOUNH IN TH^ 

Waters op the Mjssjsipfi, 

I have already givca a'defcription of thofe that ate 
taken in the great lafces* 

TheSturgconi thcBout or Cat Fifli^ theKk€, the 
Carp, and theChubi 

, The sturgeon; The freffi water fturgcoa is 
Aaped.inno'othcr reipeft likc'thofc taken near the 
fea, except in the formation of its head and taiij^ 
which are faflaipned in th^ fainc maimer; but the bo- 
dy is nc* fo arigulated, nor are there fo many homy 
&ales about it as» en the latter; Its length is generally: 
about two feet and a: halT or three feet4ong, but 
in circumference not proportionable, bring a* flcnder 
fifh. The ficfli is exceedingly deficate and finely fla* 
voured \ i caught fome in the Iwad waters of the riv*' 
er St- Croix that fai exceeded trout,- The manner 
of taking thccn is By watching them as they' lie under 
the banks in a dear ftrcam, and darting at them 
with a fifc-ipcar 5 for they/ will hot takcr a bait. There 
b dffo in the Miffifippij and there are only, another fort 
than the fpecies I have dfefcribedj which is fiaiilar to 
it in every refpeft, except ^that the upper jaw extends 
fourteen or fifteen - inches' beyt)nd the under;, this 
extenfive jawj which ^is of a griftly fubftance, is three • 
inches and a half broad^ aaid continues of that breadth, 
fomewhat in the ihaps of an osr, to the end; which 
is flat. The flefh^orthis fifh, however, is not to be 
compared' withj. the other fort, and- is not (b much- 
cfteemed'even by tiie Indians. 

The- CAT FISK.. This fifh is about' eighteen 
inches long j of a brownifh color, and without fcales. 
It has a large round head, from whence it receives 
its name, on different parts of which grows three or 
four ftrong, fharp horns, about two inches long. Its - 
fins are. alfo very bony and ftrbng, and without great 

care 
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<are will pierce the hands of ^ofe who take theia. 
It. weigb|5 QomiQofily about five or ^ pounds ; the 
.flefli of it Js e^ceflivdy fat and lufcjous^ ^d greatly 
;refembles that of an elljn its flavour. 

T^e CAHP And CHUB are much tjie fame as 
:thpfe in England* ?uid nearly about the fame ilzQ. 

The Rjittle , Snalke, the Long Black Snake, the 

'UTall or. Houft Add^, .the iStriped or Garter Snake^! 

-Ae Water Snak'e,,th^Hifliiig Shake, the Green Snake, 

"^,the Thpmtail Snake, the .Speckled Sn^ke, tiie Ring 

JSnake, ihe Two-headed Snake^ 

The R4TTLE SNAKE. There appears to be 
4wo fpecios ,of this reptile ; one of which is com?, 
luonlj tennedthe BJack, and the other the Yellow 5' 
ySLud of theft the latter is generally confidered' as the , 
•largeft. At their full jgrowth they are upwards, of 
.£ve feet long, and the middle pax:t of the body, af . 
;which it is of -the greateft bulk, meafures about nine 
inches ronnd. From th?U: part it gradual^ decreafes 
.both towards the head and the tail. Iiieneck is 
|)roportionably very fmaU, and the head hros^d and; 
depreflid. Thefc are of a light brown color, the 
^ris of the eye red, and all the upper part of the body 
brown, mixed with a xuddy yellow, and chequered 
with many regular lines of a deep black, gradually 
•ifhading towards a gold cdloir^ In ihort, the whole of 
this dangerous reptile is very beautiful, and could it 
be viewed witli lefs terror, fuch a variegated arrange* 
mmt c£ colors would be extremely pleafing. But 
thefe are only to be feen in their highcft pcrfeftion 
jat the jtime jthis creature is animated by refentment ; 
then every tint >ni^es from its fubcutaneotis recefs, 
and gives the furface of the ikin a deeper (lain. The 
belly is of a paHih blue, which grow* fuller as it ap- 
proaches the fides, and j$ at length iptejrmixed with. 
^ ' the' 
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the color of the upper part. The rattle at its taB^ 
from which it receives iti^ name^ is compofcd of a 
firm, dry, calions, or horny febftance of a light t)rown, 
and confiils of a mimber of ceiis which articulate one 
within another, like joint's' 5 and which increafe ey^ 
ry year, and make known the age of the xreatuEe. 
lliefc articulations being very loofe, the. included 
points ftrike againft the inner fiirface of the concavq 
parts or rin^s into which they are admitted, and as 
tkefnajce vibrates, or fliakcsitstail, tnaffces a rattling 
noife. T^ii^ alarm4s always given when it is appre- 
henfive*of danger-; and in.an inftant after forms itfelf 
into a fpiral wreath, -in the centre of which Appear 
the head ereft, and breathing forth vengeance againft 
either man or beaft that ihall dajpe to conie near it. 
In this attitude he awaits the approach of his ene- 
mies, rattling his tail as he fees or hears them coming 
on. By this timely intimation, virhich heaven feems 
to have provided ^s a means to counteraft the mif- 
chief this venomous reptile would otherwife be the 
perpetrator of, the unwary traveller is apprifed of his 
danger, and ha« an ^opportunity of avoiding it. It 
is however to be obftrved, that it liever afts ofFen- 
fively ; it neither purfues lior flies from any thing 
that approaches it, but lies in the pofition defcribed, 
rattling hi§ tail, as if reludlant to hurt. Tlie teeth 
with which this ferpent efFefts his poifonous purpo- 
fes are not thofe he makes ufe of on ordinary occa- 
fionsj they kre only two in number, rvery fmall and 
jfharp pointed, and fixed in ar finewy fuhftance that 
lies near the extremity of the upper jaw, rcfembling 
the claws df a cat ; at the root -of each of thefc, might 
be extended, contrafted, or entirely hidden, as need 
requires, are ^two fmall bladders which nature has £0 
coaftrufted, that at the fame inftant an • inciiion is 
made by the teeth, a drop of a greenifh, poifonous li- 
quid enters the wound, and taints with its deftruG7 
tiVe quality the whole mafs of blood. In a moment 

^ the 
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the unfortnnate Yiftim of its wrath feels a cliilly'tre- 
itior run thrcugh" all hisr frame ; a fwelHng ifntneJi- 
ately begins on 5rc fpot w*here the teeth had entered, 
which fpreads by degrees t)ver'thc whole body, and 
produces on every part of the Ikin the va'riegated" 
hue of the fnake. The bite of this reptile is' more or 
lefs venomotis, according to the feafoft of the ycai* 
in which it is given. In the dog 'days, it often prove*? 
inftantly mortal, an<l efpecially tf the wound is made 
among the iiiioR's, iituatcd in the iack part of the 
leg, above the heel ; but in the fpring, io autumn, or 
during a cool day which migHt happen in the' fum- 
mer, its bad effe^s are to be prevented by the imme- 
diate application of proper remedies ; and thefe Pro- 
vidence has bounteouflyfupplied, by caufing the I^at- ; 
tie Snake Plantain, an approved antidote to the j^qi- 
fon of thi^ creature, to grow in gf eAt profufion where^ 
ever they are to be met with. There are. iikewlfe.. 
feteral other remedies bcftdes this, for the venom of 
its bite: A decocHon is made of the buds or bai*k 
of the white afh; taken internally, prevents its per-, 
nicious effefts. Salt is a newly di/covered remedy, 
and if applied immediately to the part, or the, Wound 
be wa(hed witli brine, a cure might be aflured: The 
fat of the rej^ilc alfo rubbed on it, is frequently found 
to be very efEcacious. But though the lives of the 
perfons who have been bitten might be preferved by 
thefe, and their health in fome degree reftored, yet 
they annually experience a flight return of the dread- 
ful fymptoms about the time they received the inft il- 
lation. However remarkable it may appear, it is cer- 
tain, that though the venom of this creature afFefts, 
in a greater or lefs degree, all animated nature, the 
hog is an exception to the rule, as that animal will 
readily deftroy them without dreading their poi- 
fonous fangSi an^i fatten on their flefh. It has been 
often obfervcd, and I cati confirm the obfervation, 
that the Rattle Snake is charmed with any harmoni- 
z cruj 
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c^us founds^ whether vocal or inftrwmental ; I have 
many times feen them, even when thcj have been 
enra|;e(l> place themfeives in. a lifiening. pofture,. and 
.continue immovcaWy attentive and fufceptible of de- 
3ght all the tiniic the mufic h^ lafted. 1 fhould have 
^remarked) that whefv the Raltle Snake bites, it drop^ 

. »its under jftw, and balding the upper jaw.ereift, tljrow* 
itfelf in a curve line, with great force, and as quick 
ja$ lightning, on the 0bj^ of its. xeftsntjcnent. In a 
jDOment after, it ret^nms s^[ain to its defei^vepofturc 
having difeng^iged i^ teetli from the wound with 
great celerity, by means of the pofitipn in which it 
jhad placed its head whea^ it made ithe attack. U. 
never extends itfelf to a greater diftance?than half its 
length \yill retch, and though it ibmetimes. repeats 
<he blow two or thre.e times, it as often jreturos with 
a fudden irebcund tio its. former ftat^., The Black 
Kattle Snake 4iffers in no ^ther xeQjeft from the 
Yellow, than m being rather fmaller,' and in the v>- 
xiegation of itss colors, which are exaitiy reverfed j 
one is black whetc the other is yellow, jand vice vo-fa. 
They are equally venomous^ It is not; known how 
thcfe creatures engender y I have >ofteR found the 
.eggs of feveral other /pedes of the fnake, hxit, notwith*- 
•ftanding no one iias takeji more paii^s to acquire a 
|)erffc£l knowledge of every property of .thefe reptiles 

\than myfelf, I never could difcover the manner in 
wliich they bring forth their youngs I once killed a 
female that had. fev.qnty you^ig ones in its belly, but 

• thefe were pcrfe6tiy formed, and I jR^w them juft be- 
fore return to the mouth of their mother, as a place 
of fecurity, on my approach. The gall of this fcr- 
pent, mixed with chalk, is formed into' little balls, 
and exported from America, for itnedical purppfes. 
Tliey are of the nature of Gafcpign's powders, and 
.an excellent remedy for complaints incident to chii- 
dre.r;. The flefh of the fn^ atfo dried, and made 
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mtb'broth, is muth more nutritive than that of . vi» 
pers, and ^ry efficacious- againft «onfumptiox1$« ,^ 

The LONG BLACK SNAKE. Thefe are.alfo of 
two forts, both of "wliichjat exaftly fimilar in flmw 
and -fize, only the belif of ^one i* ?viight red, the oth^ 
€r a faint blue ^ all the tipper pattsof their bodies 
are black and fcalr. They arc in general froni fix to 
«ight feet in length, and carry their heads, as they 
eravrl along, about a^oot attd an half from the giK)Qii(i^ 
They eafily climb the. highcft* trfeesf in parfuit of birds 
and lijuirrels, which are their .chief food ^ and thefe, 
it is faid> they, charm by tlieir- looks, and render inK 
capable of ticaping from themi Their appearance 
carries terror with it to thofe :who aro unacquainted^ 
't^ith their inability to hurty but they are perfeftly m--^ 
offenfive and free from venotn. 

The STRIPED^ or GARTER SNAKE is exaS- 
fy the fame as tliat fpecics fbund in other climates., . 
- TfeWATERSNAKE is .much like tKe RatUe^ 
Snake in ihape iand fize. But is not endowed with the 
iame venomous powers, being cpiite harmleft, 

The HISSING SNAKE I ^ave ah«eady particu- 
Hirly defoJbedj when I treated, in my Journal, of 
take Erie. 

The GREEN SNAKE is about a foot and an half 
long, and iti color fb near to grafe and herbs, that it 
cannot be difcovered as it lies on the ground ; hap- 
pily, howcTer, it is^ free from venom, otherwife it 
Would do an infinite deal of mifcliief, as thofe who 
pafs through theracadowsj not being able to perceive 
it, are deprived of the power of avoiding.it. 

The THORN-TAIL SNAKE. This reptile is 
found' in many parts of America > but it is very feldom 
to be-fee«. It is of a middle flze, and receives its 
•nhnt^from a thom4iice dart in its tailj with which it 
IS fiiid to inftia a mortal wound. 
-• The SPECKLED SNAKE is an tiqueous reptile 
al>out two feet, and an half iixvlcngth^.but- without 

vcoonu 
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Tciiom. Its flcln, which is brown and white, "with 
i'cmc Ipots of yellow in it, is iiicd by the Americans 
;is a cover for the handles of whipsj and it reiulcrs 
them very plcaling to the ilght. 

The RING SMAKE is about twelve inches long 5 
the body of it is entirely black, except a yellow ring 
vhich it has about its neck, and which appears like 
a Borrow piece of riband tied round It. This odd 
reptile is frequently found in the bark of trees and 
among old logs. 

The TWO-HEADED SNAKE. The only fnakc 
of this kind that was ever fcen in America, was found 
:ix)ut the yesr 1762, near Lake Cham plain, by Mr. 
Park, a gentleman of New-England, and made a pref- 
cnt to Lord Amlierft. It was about a foot long, and 
in ihape like the common fnake, but it was furnifhed 
with two heads exactly similar, which united at the 
i:cck. Whether this was a diftinft fpecies of fnakes, 
tnd was ai^lc to propagate its likenefs, or whether it 
vv'as an accidental formation, I know not. 

The. TORTOISE or LAND TURTLE. The 
oiiape of this creature is fo well known that it is un- 
neceflary to defcribe it. There are feven or eight 
ibrts of them in America, fome of v/hich are beauti- 
fully variegated, even beyond delcription. The fliells 
of many have fpots of red, green, and yellow in them, 
and the chequer work, is compofcd of fmall fquares 
curioiilly tlifpofed. The moft beautiful fort of thefe 
. creatures iire the faialleft, and the bite of them is faid 
to be venomous. 

LIZARDS, ^c. 

Though there are numerous kinds of thisclafs of 
the animal creation, in the country I treat of, I Ihali 
only take notice of two of thein j v;hich are termed 
rhc Swift and" Slow Lizard. 

The SWIZr LIZARD is about fix indies Jong, 

^ and has four legs ajiid a tail. Its body, wKich is blue, 

' • .' ' ' ■ ' " is 
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ii prettily, ftriped- with- darfc li«« -fliaded wkli yd- 
Ibw ; bm the end df the t^il is tdtally blue. It is fo 
rcmaitably agile, that in an iitftant i^ is ootof fight, 
nor can its movemerit bfe percchrcd by the qoickcft 
eye i fo thk it might more juftly be faid to vanifli, 
thsm to run away,- This fpecics arefopppftd to poi-* 
fon thofe they bite, biSft^ar^ not' dangerous, as they 
never atti^cfc^ perfaris that approach them,, choofing, 
rather to get fuddenly btft of their readi*- ' 

The SLOW LIZARD is e£ the fame fhapeas the 
Swift, but itS' c^or is brown-; it is moreover of an 
oppofite difpofitictti, being altogether as^ fldw in its 
•inovemerit& as the Olbor is fwift* It is remarkable 
that thefe Imrds are 'extremely hrittle, . and will breaks 
off near tlie tailas eafilyas an icicle.- 

Among rhe reptiles of North- America, tlitrfe is a* 
f{)ecies of the toad, tenned the TREE TOAD, Which 
is nearly of the ilirne fhape as the cbmmo6 fort, biit 
fmalier and with larger claws. If is'ufuaily found on« 
trees/ flicking cloft to the bark,' or laying ift the crev- 
ices of' it-; atid fo nearly does it refembtethe color 
df the tree to which it cle^^cs^ that it is with dffictit- 
ty diftinguifhed from it;- Thefe creatures are only 
heai*d during the twiligjat of the-morttittg ^iid'evening, 
or jttft before and ' after a IKoWer of rain, when they 
make a croaking noife, foiriewhat fhriiler'than that of 
a frog, which might be 'heard to a great diftance. 
They infeft the woods in fuch numbers, that -their 
refjf>bnlive notes at thefe times make the air refound. 
RisDnly a fummer animal) and never *to be-feund^ 
^Aif ing the winter* • 

1?ie interior p%m of North Americft abound WitK 

nearly the *fain€ iilfefts as are met with' in thefitme 

•paraMfelsof latitude ; and the fpetieS ofth'em* »re fo' 

miRSWous and-direrfified tfeafc even « fuccHft^-defcrip- 

2 z- tioa 
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tjon of the whole of them would fill a volume; I 
fliall .therefore confine :«pyielf to a few,- which I be- 
lieve are altnoft peculiar to this: coimUy ; the Silk 
-Worm, the Tobacco Worm, tb« Bee, the Lightning 
J^ug, the Water Bug, and the Honied Bug. 

The SILK WORM i^ nearly the faiae as thofe of 
France a»d Italy, but will not prodiice.ttefame quan- 
tity of filk- . , . . . ' . .• . . 

The TOBACCO WORM is a caterpill^ irf the 
ii^a 9nd figure of a filK w0nn'j it is. of A fiae fca greeik 
colett*, ou its rua3|> it has a.*ft\ng.or:hora near a qoar* 
ter of an inch long. -',.,.< 

The BEIiS, in America, jMrinc^iwEy Jodge their 
. honey in the earth to ieQure it from theroura^ of thg 
bears, who are r;emarkatdy fSand of it* 

The LIGHTNING BUG or FIRE FLY is aboafe 
. the' fizc of a' bee, but it is of the beetle kin<i, hahrizig,; 
Ifke that infe<9:, two pair of wings, the upper of whicb 
are o£'a .fiirija te^t«u*e, to defend it: ir^ask danger. 
When it flie&j. wiA the wijng^ are expanded, fehe^e i^ 
Hinder th^ a:kii3kd of c^t, <;Qjfiftn*fted alfo Hke wings,. 
..Hrhioh is himinou$ ; and as the infed f>afie$ on, ^ufes; 
,all the; hinder- part of its b»dy to appear like ai 
bright fiery c0al. liaVing^ placeid otit. of them t)De' 
yvQur, hand>, ;th€( undar part only fliiiies, a^dthromKs: 
the iighjfe on the Ipace beneath \ Imt as .fo^n^as k> 
(fH-eads. ifcfruppqr wiixgs to fly »way> the whole hody^ 
/yirkkh lies tpchind them appears Uluminated all around.. 
Thi^ light it gives is not conftai^ly of the famcispn^ 
iiitu4cvtev.e|i when it llies ^ but feems tad^qpend »n 
the e3(pan£k>ii or contra^on* of the; hamiBQ^ c^ or . 
wings, and is very different from that emitttd to. % 
dark night by dry wopd or.fome kinds«of fifh, it hav- 
ing, n^uch more the appearance of real fire. ThcJy 
i^effx to. jbc^ ft:^a&hle oi the p£»tSNir th^ ai^e foSMGB^: of,, 
;ue)4 to^k^^w t^e sapii^ fiiitahU time fon ^e;K(»ti#g i^i: 
as ^ a ¥f;ry dai^k nigM t|iey are mii^h^tnore^jinmeii^-. 
. w$ tb^a^ ^:mj pt*«ar ti^Q^ .Tb^,ia»^P»tei^ad«ri^.: 

* .;. t. . .::, i. . the 
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the fmniner months of June, July, and Auguft, and 
then> at no other time -but in the night/ Whether 
from their color, which is a dufky brown, they iare hot 
then difcernible, or from their retiring to holes and 
crevices, I know nut, but tfcey arc never to be difcov- 
eredrin the day. They chiefly are feen in low ix^mpy 
land, and appear like innumerable tranfienf gleams, 
of light • In dark nights, when there is much light- 
ning without rain, they feem as if they wiflied either 
to imitate or affifl the Balhes ^ for dtiring the inters 
irals, they are uncommonly agile^. and endeavour to 
throw out every ray'theyjcan collet; Notwithftand- 
ing this effulgent appearance, thefe infects are per- 
fcAly harmkfs, you may permit thetn to crawl upori. 
your hand, when ftve or lix», if they freely exhibit 
their gk)w togethet, will enable you to read almoft 
the fmailcft print* 

The WATER BUG is of * brown color, abaut 
the fee o& a pea, and in fhape nearly ^val 5 it has 
many lcg»,.by.iftcan3 of which it paflTes over theftii*-^ 
face of the water with fuch incredible fv^ifmeifej'thsit 
it fcems to ilide op dart itfelf along^. • ' "' 

The HORNED BUG, or as it" is fometimcs term- 
. ed- the STAG BEETLE, is of a dufhy brown cblor, 
neariy approaching to black, about an inch and an 
kalflosgyand half an inch broad;: h'has twa large 
horns, which grow on each fide of the head^ and meet 
horioontally, and with tkefe ft pinches very hatd' j 
tbeyare branched like (bofe ofk flag, from li^henee 
it receiijcs^ its nftme. They fby^aboct in the eveiiing^ 
and prove very tronblefoiBe to thofe who are in tbe- 
fieldff at tHat time. ^ . : . 

J oatiftaaot omit that~the LOCUST is a feptenmaP 
isfe^, as they are only feenVa fmall number of ftrag- 
. I^ers lexeeptedy every firrexi years, when they- 'infett' 
; tbefe^portSf^atid thb teterior etdohies in large fwarnft, 
wdrdi^ a*fi^t d«al of Hwlcluet The ytars when- 
iip0f. ^kos ^aime use de^omiMtied the laeii^7eak^. , * 
. ^ CliAFTER 
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CHAPTER XIX, 

C^rHE TREES, SHRUBS, RDOTS^ HERBSi^ 
FL0nrSR8,tsfc.^ 

1 SHAjLL tereiabfervie the fame method that ' 
I' have jpiH^ted > in the preceding cbaptcrj and •having;, 
gtTcn a lift ;Qf the treesi &c. wluch are natives of the 
interior parts of North America, particularize inch' 
only ais difier from the produce of other countries, or^^ 
being jkittle loiown^ have not <i>eea dsfcril^edr 

0F trees:. 

The <3jik, the Piiie Tree, the Mapley the Aih^ the 
Hemlock, theBafe or White Wood, the Cedar, the 
Ehn, the Birch, the Fir, the Locuft Tree, th^ Poplari , 
the Wiekojric, or Sucksv'ic, the Sj^uce, the Horn- - 
b^am, and'the Button Wood Tree. 

,The 0AI£ There are feveral forts of oaks in thefe ' 
parts^) the black, the white, the red, ;theyeHow, the- 
grey, the fwamp oak, and the chefnttt oak;,thefive- 
£i>rmer vary but Uttle-in their extemalt appfearantre^the 
ih^e of the learcsj and the color of the bark being 
(o mueh aUk6,/lhat they are fcarcdy^diftinguiihable ;.^ 
bttt die body of the trce^- when- iawed, diicovenr the * 
yariatio)ri| , wi^ith chiefly confifts* in the ^ color of the 
wood, they being att^veiy hard^ and proper for- bnild- 
il^g. The fwamp oak difiers; materially from the JDth— 
ers both in the fhape of the leaf, which is>fiia(aHer, and ^ 
in. the.bBri^ \trhich is fmootlier;>aBd iifcemfe a^ it 
grows only in a^moift, :gravelly: &iJ. It is efttcmcd • 
the toiigfaeft of all woods, being *fo ftrong, yet ^liabl^, 
tikat it is oft^n ma^ ii^ of tioftead of vrteaiebone, and 
is eqndUy ferviceabte* The chefimt oak aifo is gnwt- 
ly dtflfereat dirtim the jodMS; f actkuiariy. in the fiis^ 
- ^ of 
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of the leaf, which much refembles that of the cheft- 
nut tree, and for this reafoxi , is fo deno^ninated. It 
is neither fo ftrong as the former fpecies, nor fo tough 
as the latter, but is of a nature proper to be fplit into 
rails for feucpi, in which ft a; i will endure a conlideiv 
able time. 

The PINE TREE. That fpecies of the pine tree 
peculiar to this part of the continenti^ is. the white>. 
the quality of which I ntcd not defcribe, as the tim- 
ber of it is fo well knovn under the came of deab* 
It grows here in great plenty, to an amazing height 
and fize, and yields an excellent turpentine,, though 
not in fuch quantities as thofe in the northern parte 
of Europe, 

. The MAPLE. Of this tree there are two forts,, 
the hard and the foft, bath of which yield a lufclous 
juice, from which the Indians, by boiling, make very 
good fugar. The fap of the former is much richer 
and fweeter than the latter, but the foft produces a 
greater quantity. The wood of tlie hard maple is ve- 
ry beautifully veined and curled, and when wrought 
into cabinets, tables, gunftocks, &c. is greatly valued* 
That of the foft fort differs in its texture, wanting 
the variegated grain of the hard ; -it alfo grows mc^re 
firaight and free from branches, and is nxve ^afily 
fplit. It like wife may be diftinguiihed from the hsfird, 
as this grows in meadows and low lands, that on the 
hills and uplands. The leaves are fhaped alike, but 
thofe of the foft maple are much the largcft, and of a 
deeper green. 

The ASH. There are feveral forts of this tree ia 
thefe p;u-ts, but that to, which I fliall confine my de- 
fcription, i$ the yellow afli, >vhich is only found near 
the head branches of the MiiSfippi. This tree grp\te. 
to an amazing height, and the body of it b fo fir^i 
and iound, that the Prcnch traders who go into that 
country from . Louiiiana, to purchafe - furs, make Qf 
tUe;n .pcriaguavs j .tlvs. thejj 4o by excavating theox 
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by fiue^ and t?hcn they jbtc <H>ni{>lfeted3 contNsy in tlicm^^ 
"die pyodiiee of their tKicte to i^ew O^^leans; where 
they frnd a good la^rfcet both for tfhetf vefifefo and 
cargoesi The ^osod of this tree greatly refembles^ 
•that of the common afh 5 but it might be <liftingiiifti- 
ed from any other tree by its bark ; the rofs or outilde' 
bark being near eight inches thick, arid indented witb 
furrovris more than fix inches deep, which niake thofe 
that are arrived to a great bulk appear uncommonly 
irough-, and ^y this peculiarity they may be readily 
known. TheriJid or iiiiide bark is of the fame thkk- 
nefs as that, of other trees, but its color is a fine bright 
yellow, infomuch that if it is but flightly handled, it 
will leave a ftain on the fingers, which cannot eafily 
be wafhed away ; and if in the fpring you peel off the 
bark, and touch the fap, which then rifes between 
ithit and the body of the tree, it will leave fo deep a 
tinft?ire'that it wiUr^c^ire three or four day^ to wear 
it off.. ^ Mahy ufeful qualities belong to this tree, I 
doitbt not will be difcovcrcd in time, befides its prov-^^ 
mg a valuable a.cquifition ttrthe dyer.. 

The HEMLOCK TREE grows in every part of. 
Americajina greater orlefs degree, ft is an ever- 
green of a. very large growth, and has leaves fome- 
what like that of the yew 5 it is' holye\ner quite ufe- 
tefe, artd only an incumbranee to the ground, the wood 
being of a very cbarfe graiii, and foil of wind^lhakcs 
orcfack^. 

TTie BASS or WHITE WOOD is a tree of a mid- 
dling fize, and the whiteft and fofteft wood that 
^jgrows ; when quite dry it fmms on the water like a 
cork 5 in the fettleiinentS" the turners make of it bowls, . 
^t^enchers, nnd diihes, which wear' fmboth,^and will ^ 
feft a lohg time ; hut when ^plied to any other pur^ 
fbfeit is ik^ from durable. - 

The WIGKOPJCK orEUCKWIK appears to be 
a fpecies of the white wood, and' i» diflinguifted 
from it by a peculiar quality in the bark, which, when 

pounded^ . 
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pounded, and moiftencd with a little water, inftantly 
becosnes a matter of the c^onfi^ence-and aature af fize. 
With. this the Indians pay their canoes, and ijt greatly 
exceeds, pitch, or any other material ufuaUy apprOf 
.priatfsd to that purpofe ; for b^iiiles its adheliv^ qualr 
-ity, it is of fo oity a natvre, that thp water cannot pen- 
etrate through itj and its repelling power al»ate« notj 
for a confiderable tioxe. ' 

The BUTTON WOOD, h a tree, of the largeft 
&5C, and might be diftinguifl^d hy its bark, which ^s 
'^uit^ fmooth and prettily mottled. Th^ wood is. v^ery 
proper for the ufe of cabinetMmakers, It is covered 
with fmall hard burs which fpring fromjtsjbranche^^ 
ithat appear not unlike buttpm, and frQiDOtheffp^t t^ 
receives its n^mie* 

AT/r Tii£ES. 

The, Bntter or Oil Nut, the Walnut, tb^ Haa^i. 
Kut, the Beech Nut, the Pecan Nut, heChcftqiUil, 
the Hickory. 

The BUTTER or OIL NUT. As no me^UQt^ 
lias been maSe by any author of this nut,l fli^s^il be the 
HjLOre particular in my account of it. The tree grows 
in meadows where tlie foil is rich and warm. Th^ 
body pf it Vcldom exceeds a jrard in circumference, is 
full of hranclxes, the twigs of which are ihort and 
blunt, and its leaves refemble thofe pf the walnut* 
The nut has a ihell more like that fruit, which when 
ripe is more furrowed, and more eafily ci'ack'Cd ; it is 
alfo much longer ami larger than a walnut, and cqn- 
tains a greater quantity of kernel, which .is very oily, 
and of a rlch^ agreeable flavor. 1 am .perruaded that 
a much purer oil than that of olives might be extra£k-r 
ed from this nut. The iniide bark of this tree dyc? ^ 
good purple ; and it is faid, varies in its ihade, being 
eitlier darker or liglitcr, according to the month in 
Which it is gathered! 

Tiir 
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The BEECH NUT. Though this tree grows ex- 
Xi6Wy like that of the fame name in Europe, yet it 
produces nuts equallv as good ns chei^nuts ; on t^hicli 
hears, mnnins, I'qTiirrels, partridges, turkies, and many 
other birds and bcafts feed. The nut Is c6ntained, 
tvhilft growing, in an outfide cafe, Hke that of a cheft- 
nnt, but not lb prickly ; and the Codt of the iniide 
ihcU is aJfo fmooth like that; only its form is nearly 
triangular. Vail quantities of them lie fcattered a- 
bout in the woodi;, and fupply with food great num- 
bers of the creaftures juft mentioned, llie leaves, 
which arc white, contimie on the trees during tlie 
whole winter. A deoodion made of them is a cer- 
tain and expeditious cure for wounds which arife from 
burning or fcalding, as well as a reftorative for thoft 
members that are nipped by the froftl 

The PECAN NUT is fomewhat of the walnut 
kind, but rather fmaller than a walnut, being about 
the fize of a middle acorn, and of an oval form; the 
fhell is eafily cracked, and the kernel fhaped like th?it 
of a walnut- This tree grows chiefly near the Illinois 
River. . * 

The HICKORY is alfo of the \^^lnut kind, and 
bears a fruit nearly like that tree. There are fcveral 
forts of them, which vary only in the color of the 
wood. Bein^ of a very tough nature, the wood is 
generally ufed for the handles of axes, &c. It is alfo 
very good fire wood, and as it burns, an excellent 
fugar diftils from it. ' 

FRUIfl TR£ES. 

I need not to obferve that thefe are all the fponta- 
neous produdiions of nature* which have ncv^r rtv 
ceived the advantages of ingrafting, tranfplanting, oir 
manuring. 

The Vine^ the Mulberry Tree, the Crab Apple 
Tree, the Plum Tree, the Cherry Tree, B»d the 
S%veet Gum Tree. - The 
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, The VINE IS very common here, and of three 
kinds ; the firft fort hardly deferves the noine of a 
grape i the fecond much refembles the Burgundy 
grape, and if expofed to the fun a good wine, might 
be made from them. The third fort refembles Zant 
^ currants, which are fo frequently ufed in cakes, &c. 
ia England, and if proper care was taken of them, 
w oukl be equal, if not fuperior, to thpfc of that coun- 
try. 

The MULBERRY. TREE is of two kinds, red and 
white, and nearly of the fame fize of thofe of France 
and Italy, and grow in, fuch plenty, as to feed ajpy 
quantity of filk worms. 

The CRAB Al^PLE TREE bears a fruit that i^r 
much larger .and better flavored than thofc pf Eu- 
rope. 

. The PLUM TREE, There arc two forts o£ 
plums in this country, one large fort of a purple caft 
on one iicjc^ and red on the reverfe, the fecond totaU 
ly green, and, much fmallcr. Both thefe are-..of 4 
good flavor, and arc greatly efteemed by the Indians, 
whofe taftc is not re£nf 4>> but wjio are * fatisfied with 
the produftions of nature, in their unimjVi'oved ftatc. 

ThtL CHERRY TBilE. Thcsrc .ar« tfareeTorts bf 
cherrief in, this country \ the black, the red,-ai)id ih^ 
fand. cherry ; the two laittermay with in6r« preqpriet^^ 
be vznjofA among the flinilMi, a)5 ,eha]»uAi thio^ bmri^ 
the (and cherrids abnoft: creeps along t lie' gronndt' 
and the* other riies not iabove eight* or 'teii feet ki«» 
hei|;ht ;. hovferevfj ihall give an account of tHcm iiti 
this place. The black cherries are about the fia^ of 
a cuhpantjadd^hiing in chifters, .like* gftipa ; the 
trees irhich befeir them, faciiig very froitfiil, they arc^ 
generally Iqaded^: but Ae -fruit is .not good to eat,' 
however, Jthey give, an agreeable flavor to bmndy, and * 
tHm it to the eolf i< .o£clf»ret; . The ^ leljerries grow . 
in the greateft j^rofiifioni avbdi l&tng ah bunches, Uko* 
the black .ihrt jud defcribedi ib« th^it the byfli^a s 
A a "' which 
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irhi^h bfar ^^rd appear at a diftance like folid bodies 
of red matter. Some people admire tKis fruit, bnt 
tkcj, partake of tl^ n^^w and t^fte. of", alum^,.. leaving 
adif^greeab^e'roughnefs in the throat, and being very 
aArisgeiiti 4* I -have alreadj defcrjbed the fana 
ch^nie^, which greatly exceed the two other fortt, 
jK>th in flavor and fiasej^i iball give i\o farther defcHp* 
,tioa pf thoQ^r ' The Voo4 of the biac^'^herrj^ ; tree is 
vesy ufqfu)] and works. >vcU^i^o cabinet ware. 

The SWEET ,CJUM. If REE or XtQT^m A^MBER 
^Copilq^} i^.pot^ 0slj cxtranely, .co^EimQP^ but It af- 
fords ? M9>fu tbo yirttie^ of wiiict. arc Ijifinite. Its 
jbark i5.!^))bc^ and ,ba|:d, aod , its wood, & fender and 
•foppTe,: ^at :^wh€B the, tree is . felled^ you may draw 
Jkom tl|ri^idd|e ^f ^t n)ds of ^veor iixf^i^ l^n^h^ 
il ^caoi^ l>9 jcmpbjcd i|j b^il4iifg,ox: iu^nmrn as, it 
wsFjfi ifmtisijalljJ Its leaf isin^entecj Wim five 
,joinili% l\k% *ife»v This jWim i$ rcpkoocil by ^' tn- 
4itam fo ^» an caccliejk fel>rUuge^ "and it' cu^ 
-#«m<fc«i two or three daj»: . , ; ,V ' 

The WJlWt Shki Woddi^^umic*^ SaB*a&^^ tli« 

; ftriei^ Aft, Moafe If odd, ^potin WoodrLarge EU 

^,1 Dirarf Elder^ Poifonoui B&ir, Jbiiiger, Sfahib 

Oaikf Sweet Fc», the Laurel, the Witeh Hao^, the 

Myrtle Wa* Tree, Wiatci* Gre«n, the fesM^ Bbft, 

4he (>anbery ^ft, the GoofeberryBttftjtheCutraint 

»dh, the Wiirfle Berry, the Jtaiberty^ tie Blaek 

.\j9er2% eod the Qxoak Berry, ' ' - 

/ Jthft WHXiOW:. There ai« Ihretal ftfetefe ttf the 

'^&oV» ttcinoft reifearkaWe of wMdi » a fih^ff l&rt 

that grdw9 on tbe batiks of the MHfiiip{i9, -anfd - fome 

,^tlier places adjaoeat. Thie Ixaalc of this fbhA Ibp- 

^q^ the bsaver wUi te ^wbitet fdodt | and irhifriK the 

iw^ter has washed th« loil ftpfia te root^ 'th^ '%pfl^s^ 

r ^ cmoift^of fibref inlxmoTO^ together Ek^ QiBN»d^ 

;lhc 
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rhc cplpr.of which h of an inexpreffibly fine fcaflct i 
wi^h this the Indians tinge many of the drnameritai 
parts ^f* their (lr4if$, . ^ " . ^ .^ 

SHIN WOOD; Tins e^traordiiiafy Ihrnb grow& 
in the foreftS| and riCng like a vine,' niiis te^ the 
ground for fix or eight feet, and tlieii takes-robt a^ 
gain 5 in the fame mariner taking root j and fpring* 
ing up fpcceffively, one ftafk ctDVers-a l^efpa^i 
this proves vcfy trouHcfoaie to ^ihe hafty tnivelkis 
by ftriking.againil.hii ffin§,Jpnd^i^^^ legs v 

from which it hate "acftinred its-ii^e. ' ' ' <i <. 

The SASSAFR AS^ is'ii^vboa wel^«^DWtt '<0$-rtV 
medicinal qpdities. . Jt. rftight with eqUul prb^ntty, 
be tb-ined aireea^'a ffirubj as it fbmetinies'gfOWs 
thirty feet iigh i t>Gt *iyr general' ft does «bt reach 
higher than tnoft of- the fhrttb kind* ^ Th^ lea^i, 
w|lic1{ yield an ag^^ firagr^eef ai*e Idr^,- afikl 

n^tjr {epai-ated * iiito three dl viaons. • ' R' lj«fta>s ^yefi^ 
difh browii berry> "o£* the fize and fltajye^rf- Picmmf^ 
and wfcch IS fomethnes ofed in the eolofliejf tis a-fcfc- 
fiitute for that fpicc. The bstffc or' roofs' of t*Ss4sr»e, 
lis infinitely fuperior tp the wood for its ufe in medi- 
cine, and! am furprifed- tt is^ fo feldom to be met 
,^b) a^ fit Si efficacy, is fo, mu^h greater. ■ ,. ,^- 
• The PRICKLltVA^'K is::^;rfirdh"ih^t fonietiii^es 
grows to the height of ten ,or (iftetnitcf^ ^ikf'haer a 
leaf e^^ajftly rfifempling that of an afli> but it :?eccrn^ 
the epithet to its name from the abundance of Oiort 
thorps :V4^ith which every branch is icovered, and whjch 
renders it very troublefome to thoft who paft tlii;ouih 
the fpot where they grow thick. It alfo bears a 
fcar]et bcnrvji .wl;iich^ wlien ripe, has a fiery .tsrf^e,, like 
pcppcr.^ ^ahcjbark of this tree, pai'ticularly the bark 
of. the roots, ij highly ^fteemed by the natives for 
it| JBoecticih^. qualities. L have already mehtioilfed 
iWie inftapce^ pf jts ffficacy, and there is no doubt 
• bifji;th^ the d^coftipri of it.wijl e>;peditioufly andTad- 
j^vfe Remove aUamgu^rities ol the blood.: '\ 
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The MOOSE WOOD ' gro#s '^^teckit' lour feet' 
higli, and is very fall of branches ; ^Irut V.'frat rerid^i^ 
it worth notice, is its bark, which i^'of-ifi^-rti-feng tini 
pliable a texture, that being peded btf itt any"Teaf?/n^ 
and twilled, makes eqiiallv as good cordage as hcmjf>. 

The SPOON WOOD is a fpecics of tKe hilire!, knd 
tlie vv'ood when fawed refenibles box' woSd. * * • 

The ELDER, commonly termed ihe poifononsr 
elder, nearly refcmbles the other forts in its leaves and 
branch CH, but it gr0W5 ranch flraighter, and is only 
found in fwamps attti moift foils. This flirub is en- 
dowed with a very extraordinary quality, that renders 
it poilbcous to fome conftitutions, which it • affects 
if the pakn only apprbaches within a few yards of it, 
ivhllft others may even chew the leaves or the rind 
without rc^ceiving the leaft detriment from them: 
the poifon, however, is not mortal, thongh it ope- 
rates very violewtly on the infefted perfon, whofe 
body and head fwell to an amazing fize, and are cov- 
ered with eruptions, that at their height refemble the 
confluent fmall pox. As it grows alfo in many of the 
provinces, the inhabitants cure its venom by drinking 
JafFron tea, and anointing the external parts with a 
mixture compofed of cream arid marfti mallows. ^' 

The SHRUB OAK is exaftly fimilar to the oak 
tree, both in wood and leaves, and like that it bears 
an acorn, but it never rifes from the ground above 
four or five feet, growing crooked and knotty. It is 
found chiefly c^n a diy, gravelly foil. 

The WITCH HAZLE grows very bufliy, about 
ten feet high, and is covered early in May with nu- 
merous white bloflbms. When this fhrub is in 
bloom, the Indians efteem it a further indication 
that the froft is entirely gone, and that they might 
fow their corn. It has been fald, that it is poireflTed of 
the power of attrafting gold or filver, and that twigs 

of 
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ofit ai^inade «fe of jU> difco^sier vhere. tbe veins of. 
thde meuk lif lud i but I ^n^r^FfF^benfiye that tbiis 
h <mlf 31 fidBadous ftoiy^ and oot to be dependsd o^ » 
ho^frcver^ that &ppoiitioii has giv^n. it tbe nime o£ 
Witch Hazlc* 

The MYRTLE WAX TREE, is a ihrob about 
four or five feet high, (he leaves of which are larger 
than thoie of the commoti myrtie>;but they fmell 
CKa<5Uy alike* It bears its fruit m bunchesji like a 
M$okg9ff fifing from the fame place in various ftaiksf; 
about two inches long : at the eiid of each of tbefe 
is a little nut, , containing , a kernel, which is wholly. 
covered with a -gluey fubftance, which being boiled iw 
water, fwims^ on -the furface ofit, and becomes a kind 
ofgreenw^ax^ this is more valuable than boes wa;;^;^. 
being of a mcure brittk nature and mixed with it 
zmkes>a good candle> which as it burns, fends forth 
an aj^eeable fcent.^ 

. WINTER -GREEN. This is an ever green, ef 
the ipecies cf the myrtle^ and is found on dry heaths i 
the flowers of it are white, and in the form ofa rofe^ > 
but not larger than a fiiver penny j in the 'winter it 
is hill o{< red berries, about the fize ol^a floei .which 
ane fmopth and round ; . thefe are preferved • daring 
the feyiere feafoa by the fnow, and are at tins time in • 
the higheft perfoftion. The^ Indians eat thefe berr 
ries, efteeming them very balfamicj and invigorating 
to '^e i\omach^ The people inhabiting . the interior 
colonies fteeps both the fprigs and berri€Siin;b€er, an4 
ttfe it- as a diet drink for- clean&ag: the blood from 
fcorbutic difordersi 

The FEVER BUSH grows about :five or fipc feet 
high ; its leaf is like that of a lilach, and it bears Sk- 
rcddiih berry of ' a fpicy flavor. The ftalksof it are 
ecKceffiv^ly l!k-ittle* A deco^ion of the buds or wood 
is an ca&cellent febrifuge, and from this valua;ble prop^ 
crty it receives its name. It is an ancient Indian 
remedy for all inflammatory complaints, and like— 
Aaz wife 
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wife much cftcemed on the fame accdbm^ by tiic iri- 
habitants of the interior parts of the cc^onks. 

The CRANBERRY BUSH. Thetfgh the fruit 
of this buih greatly refembles in iize and af^>ea7»ticc 
that of the common fort which grows on a fniall vine, 
in morafics, and bogs, yet the bufh runs to the height 
of ten or twelve feet ; bnt it is very rarely to be met 
with. As the meadow cranberry, being of a local 
growth, and flourifhing only in morafies, cannot be 
tranfplanted or cultivated, the former, if removed at a 
proper feafon, would be a valuable acqnifition to the 
garden, and with proper nurture, prove equally as 
good, if not better. 

The CHOAK BERRY. - The flirub thus termed 
by the natives grows about five or ii% feet high, and 
bears a berry about the fizc of a floe, of a Jet black, 
which contains fevcral fmall feeds within the pulp* 
The juice of this fruit, though not of a difagreeable 
flavor, is extremely tart, and leaves a roughnei's in the 
mouth and throat when esiten, that has gained it the 
name of choak berry. 

• ROOTS AND PLANTS. 

Elecanapane, Spilcenard, Angelica, Sarfaparilla^ 
Giiidrng, Ground Nuts^ Wild Potatoes, Liquorice, 
Snake Root, Gold Thread, Solomon's Seal, Devils 
Bit, Blood , Root, .Onions, Garlick, Wild Parfnips, 
]^Iandrakes, Hellebore,. White and Black. 

SPIKENARD, . vulgarly called in the colonics . 
Petty-Morrel. This plant appears to be exadlly the 
fame as the Afiatic fpikenard, fo much valued by 
the ancients. It grows near tl>e fides of brooks in 
rocky places, and its fiem, which is about the fize of 
a goofe quill,^ fprings up like that of angelica, reach- 
ing about a foot and a half from the ground. It 
bears bunches of berries, in all refpefts like thoie of 
the elder, only rather larger, Thefc are of . fuch a 

balfamiq 



haihmw aatav,; tbit-t(F}wn^i«fnfe<i"m fpirits/ tltvjr 
loake a fiMxftpaiatablB andTermngicordiaL • » 

S ARS AP ARILL A- : . The. root of . this plant, 
which, is the m^ efttirabie wt of it:, is aboiait the 
fize of a gDofe^quill) luid mns uidifiereitt'dfre^en^ 
twined and xrooked to a groat Jength in the ground ; 
fipom the principal ifai» of 'itrfprings many fmaHer 
fibres, alLcrf which artt tough and flexible. From the 
root immediatciy Ihoots a ftalk about- a foot and an 
half h>ng, which at the top branches -into three fteins > 
each of thefe has three leaves, much of the* fliape and 
fize of a waUiut lesif ; and from the fork of each of 
the tht-ee fteras grows a bunch of bluifh white fiow^^ 
ers, refemhling thofe of the fpikenard. The bark of 
the roots, which ^lone.ihould be ufed in medicine^ is 
of a bitterifli flavor but aromatic. It is defervedly et 
teemed for its medicinal sirtbes, being a gentle fudon>^ 
ific, and very powerful in attenuating the blood, when 

impeded by groft ilmracwsi -.in , .. . . , - 

. GINSANG.is a, Foot.'that was once ifuppofed to^ 
grow only via Koreay from whence it'was ufually ex- 
ported to Japaa, ,and by that, means found its way tb 
Europfe p but' it has been 'lately difco«vered to be alfo a 
native of:North America, where, it grows to as great 
parfeftion, and is equally valuable. Its root is like a 
fmall carrot,, but not fo taper at- the end ^ it is fo^nc^ 
times .divided «iaj|iq two or more branbhes, in all" other 
refpedts it refen^bles {arfiiparrllayrin its: growth. The 
tafte of the reot is bitterijBii.ii In; the eaftem parts of 
Afia it bears a great price, being there confidered as a 
panacea, and is the laft refuge of the inhabitants, in all 
diforders. When chewed it certainly is a great 
ftrengthener of the ftomach. 

• GOtD' 'THREAD. This k a plant of the fmall 
vine kind, which grows in iwampy places, and lies on 
the grounds The roots fpread themfelv^s jtiR under 
the furface of the morafs, and are eafily drawn up by 
iuuidfuls« Th^ ref^nhle a large entangled flcein of 

thread, 



^hetadf of a &ie» hnj^tguM color i jmd i>«fn per^ 
luaded would yield a h^istifuL asid permanont jeilow 
dye* It is aUb ^%atly efteemed hodi by the ladtattf.^ 
and colotuftsi, as a xemedf fer any An'Jdnpis in the 
motttby bvt the cafls.of tt it eK<|D|iiit«ly hkter* 

SOLOMON'^ SEAL is z {rfwit th^ grows on the 
fidea of iTverSy and in rich meadow land* Itrifesria: 
the whoit to. afaout tbsee feet bight ^e flal)E8 being: 
twoieet, when tfa^JeaveS' begin to f^^ tbcoiS^ves 
and re^ a foot &rther. A part in^ every root: ha&« 
an irapreffion npod it aboQt the fize of a ^pence^ , 
iriliich appears as if it wa& made by a feal^ and frmni 
tJiefe it receives its name. It is greasy valued on' 
account of its.being a fine purifier of tbebiood. 

devil's BIT is another wild plallt which grow9: 
in the fields^ and receives its name fpom a print ^at^ 
feems to be onade fay teeth in the roots* The Indians^-- 
hy ,tk^t tias was once an nnivor&l remedy for every 
difoider that is incident to human nature j but fome- 
of the evii fpirits envying mankind the pofleffion of 
fo ^efficacious a medbciney gave the root a bite; which) 
deprived it of a great part of its virtne^r 

BLOOD ROOT. A foit of plantain thae fpnngr 
oiH.of the ground infix or leven long roi^ issiiVi^f. 
the veins of which arc red -, the ix)ol«of it« isr^ikea^^ 
f^Gkall carrot, both in color and appearance $;when« 
broken, the infide of it is of a deeper* color than the 
eutfide, and dii^ils feveral drops of jaice, that look* 
like Wood. This is a (bong efn£tic> b^t^a very dai^* 
gerous one. 

HERBS. 

Balm, Ncttlesj Cin(]^e Eoil,EyebrigbtiSa0i^le3 Plan-- 
tain, Rattle Snake Plantain, Poor Robin's PiantaiHf , 
Toad Plantain, Maiden Hair, Wild Dock, Rock : 
Liverwort, Noble liverwort, floodwort, "WiidrBeans,, 
Crdund Ivy, Water CreiTes^. Yawrow,, May, We^> 

• Gargit, 



Gargitj Skunk Gibbage'bt*f^cyfee, '^?i\it Robin*JBet-- 
ony, Scabious; -JSjlien, Wild TenTe^ 'Moirfe E^r^^' 
WUd Indigo, T6bacc*r;<nd G2^t>']M[i^; -V ' -^ 

-SANICLE' has ^^root vpli^^Ms- thick ^wdrtTs- Ae- 
uppcr'parli' and. full -of' frtiSirfibfreY Wl<^W; ifhe l^v€»sJ. 
of 'it are 'broad, 'i^iml^, liflrdf fmtJoth, affdof a ii^e 
fhinmg green 5 a ftalk riies froin theie to the height* 
of a foot, which is 'qdite- fftietofh hndfi^e^llom' toots, 
and on the top of 'it -are fe^eraMhwll fttjwcr's of^a 
reddifh white, fhaped'like a ^ild rofc. ^ A tea itjadc 
of the root is vulnerary andbalfamic. ^ - " ' ■'■ - *•' 
RATTLE SNAKE PLANTAIN.- • T4iis nfrful' 
herb is of the plantain kind, and its leaves, 'whifh^ 
fpread themfclves on the ground, are about onc^ineh* 
and an half wide, and . five inches long ; froth the 
centre of theft arifes a fnrall ftnlk, nearly fe inc^dr* 
long, which bears a little white flower*, the root W 
about the fize of a goofe cpiiH, and much bent, bA<^' 
divided iijto feveral branches. ;The kaves of tfhis^ 
herb arc more efficacious than any other p^iatt of it' 
for the bite of the reptile, from which it r^ceiv^s ita* 
name ; and being chewed and applied immediatt'ly 
to the wound, and fome of the juice fwal lowed, iel- 
dotn fails of averting every dangerous fymptom. "jSd 
convinced are the Indinns of the power of this i*ffel-' 
liblc antidote, that for a trifling bribe of fplrituous' 
liquor, they will at any time permit a rattle »fdake to 
drive his fangs into their ilefti. It ii; to be rctifrartted^ 
that ili^iring thofe months in wiiich the tf te of iKeft- 
creatures is mod venomous, that this remedyj"fci: it»ft* 
in its greateft perfeftion, and moft luxuriant* in i»«f 
growth. ..* ff t : 

POOR ROBIN'S^ PLAT^AIN is off tKe fame 
fpccies as the laft, but ftiore diminutive in every' re-' 
fpeft J it receives i^name from its fize, f and th^ pO(ir 
land on which it grows, ft is a good medicinal herb/ 
and often adminiAcrcd with fuccefs in fevers and in-' 
tcmal weakneilbs. ^ . 1 . . , . • • 

TOAD 
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TOAD.PLANTAIN rcfemblcs the comiwn plan-. 
tain, only it groirs much ranker, and is thus denomi- 
nated, becaiue toads love to harbor under it. 
^ ROCK LIVERWORT is a fdrt of Uverv^ort that 
grows, on rocks, and is of the nature of kelp or 
ifoofs. It is efteemed an excellent remedy againft d.^ 
dines. 

GARGIT or SKOKE i$ a large kind of weed, the 
li^aves of which are about fix inches long, and two 
inches and a. half broad ^ they relcmblc thofe of fpin- 
age in their color and texture, but not iq fliapc. 
Thic root i* itciy large, from which Jpring different 
fialks thait run eight or ten feet high, and ^e full of 
red berries : Thcfe hang in clufters in the month of 
September, and are generally called pigeon berries, 
SIB thole birds then feed on them. When the leaves 
^rft ipring from the ground, after being boiled, they 
are a nutritious and wholefome* vegetable, but when 
they are grown nearly to their full fiize, they; ac<juire 
a poifcmous quality. Th^ roots applied to the hands 
or feet of a perfon afflifted with a fever, prove a very 
powerful abferbent. .-'"*-■ 

SKUNK CABBAGE or POKE is an herb that 
grows in xhoift and Cwampy places. The leaves of 
itai^ .s^utvd foot long, and iix inches .brpad| nearly 
bvaV but Vatb^r pointed. The roots ^e coftipofed of 
great ntimber of fibres, a lotion of which is . made 
tifbofby the people in the colonies for the cure of 
the itch. There ifliies a flxong. muiky finellfrjom 
fStih b^r^^ (bmething tike the animal of ihe fame 
name be&«e defcribed, and oft that account k is fo^ 
tiirriied; ' , ' ^ ' . ' ' " ' " "" '. " I 

[ WAK'E ROKIN' i$ an herl) that'gtx)ws in fwamlpv 
liinds $ its root, refembles a fmall' turnip, and if tarf* 
od will greatly inflame the tongue, and inimediatdy 
.cooyeit it frcjni. its natural fl^ajpe ioito a roiuul h^rd 
Tubftance ; m whicli ftate it iN^^^i^w^vxr, ipnae 
:i(dl$j{iJid\4ll^g this no. other part of the mouth 

will 
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wlllbc afFe<3:ed. But wtieh dried^lt lofqs 1t$ aftnn-. 
gent quality, and becomes beneficial to mankipd^ tor 
if grated into cqld^,^y^tQr^ md u)^<^n}nX€r,n^^ 
very good for all complaints of the IJDwels, ./ 

WILD INDIGO IS an herb, of ^^he fame, fpecies a^ 
tbat from whence indigo is made in the fouthern col- 
onies, ft gro^s in otie ftalk. to the height of Gy^ o^ 
fix inches trom the 'ground, when it divide^ loto'xi^anjf 
brancb^,\ from which Iffte ? ^ri^at iuiml^er. pf .Tfbw 
hard bltfifh leaves that fprea^J to a great breadtj^y a^ci 
among thefe it bears a yellow *06wqt, ^ t^e, jnjcc erf* life 
has a very difagreeable ftent, . ^ , \ / . . \ , , . -.* 

Cat ' mINT: has a, w6o5y r'QO%t djviiied Wo ievi^ 
eral bi-anches, and it feiid^. forth a Halfe about three 
feet high ; th6.}eaves are like thofe oftli^ nettW.Q^ 
betohy, ijnd they, have a ftrong fm^ll.o^' ipiri^ ^-^^T^ 
a biting /aicrid tafte ;! th^ flowers grow 09 the|.pps! of 
the branches, and are of a laint purple or' wHitiff|| 
color. It is" called cat mint, bccauf^ it is iaicl tat'^ 
hay^ an antipathy to it^ and will not let it grow. 4 If 
Jkas nearly the virtue of common mint.* ' ,' , '^ 

fJcart*s ^afe, tilUcs red anci yellow^ Po'ndf liilttesi 
^CowiIips> May Flowers, Jeflaminc, IlonCTfncWcsi 
Rbckhorieyluckles, Rofes red aiid white, AWlld Hot 
lyhock, Wild JHhfcs, Golden Rod. . . * 

^'t OxaM not fefxter ihtx) a .minute ddcrjptidh fjfihiq • 
^oWers. above recited, "bnit only Jutt obftryi that they 
njuch rcfembfe tfcoJc dt the fame name which grow hi 
EutopG, and aire a^ b^0tif«;l 1^ color, an^ as. perieik 
in oddr, as they can oe, fufpbfed to fee ib . tj^iy i^ilif 
un'cuitivate4 ftatel ' .'' ' ,-V 

-*«• ?ot ill kctbutit ^n*fc«c«!b, htU trtabft t Haife pibWhed 
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. FARINACEOUS Ann LEQUMtNOUS - 
ROOTS, e^Tr. ' ■ *• ' 

Ma'zc or Indian Corn, Wild Rice, B^ans, the 
Squafby &€• • ' 

MAIZE, or INDIAN CORN grows from fix to 
ten feet high, on a ftalk full of joints,- which is ftiff 
and folid,. and when green, abounding wrth a fweet 
}uice. The leaves are like thofe of the reed, abont 
two feet in length, and three or four inches Iwoad. 
The flowers which are produced at fome diftance 
from the fruit on the fame plant, grow like the ears 
of oats, and.are fometimes white, yellow, or of a pur- 
ple color. The feeds are as large as peafe, and like 
them quite naked and fmooth, but of a roundifh 
furface, rather comprefTed. One Ipike generally con- 
fifts of about fix hundred grains, which are placed' 
clofely together in rows, to the number of eight ot 
ten, and fometimes twelvje. This corn is very whole- 
ibme, eafy of digeftion, and yields as good nourifh- 
ment as any other ibrt. After the, Indians have., re-, 
dttced it into mcfal by pounding it, they* make cates" 
-of it, and Ijake them brfore the fire, I have already 
motioned that fome nations eat it in cakes before it 
is.ripe, in whkh ftate it is very agreeable to the pal- 
ate, and extremely nutritive. .... 
^ ' "WILD RICE. This ^graih, whiqh grpwv h the 
grcateft plenty throughout the jntefior parte of 
IvTorth. America, -is ih^ mb^ yaluabie/pf all ti|^' Jpon- 
taneous produ4Jl:ions of that country. . Exclufive of 
^ its utility is a fupply of food for tl;iofc of the human 
fpecies, who inhabit^ tliis part of the continent, and 
oljtained without any otKertrpiible than th^t of gath-. 
erlng it In its fwectriefs ind nutritious quality, . 
it attrafts an infinite number of wild fowl of every' 
kind, wjiichj f Q,ck; frDp.difl;^nt;cliajes,, to enjoy this 
rare repaft ; and by it become .jUMsf preflibly fat and 
«i c V •* " '/ V . delicious. 
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iddii'oits. ;In foture periods it will be of great Tei^ 
vice to the infant colonics, as it will afford thcna a 
prcfent fupport, untxl, ia the courfe of cultivatbn,* 
other Aif^lies .may be produced ; whereas, in thofe> ' 
realms which -are not fumifhed with this bounteous- i 
gift of nature^ even if the climate is temperate. and- 
the foil good» the firft fettlerfi arc often expofed to t 
g^^at hftr4ihips from the want of an immediate rc-»" 
ivurce for neccflary food. This ufeful grain grows . 
in the wa^r where it is about two feet deep, and 
Mfhere it finds a rich, muddy foiL The ftalks of it, 
and the branches or ears that bear the fecdf refemblc 
oats both in their appearance and manner of growing. 
The ftalks are full of joints, and rife more than eight 
f<?©t above the water. The natives gather the grain 
in the following manner : Nearly about the time . 
that it begins to turn from its milky ftate and to ripen, 
they nm their caiiqes into the midft of it, and tying 
bunches of it together, }uft below the cars, with bark, 
leave it in this lituation three or four weeks longer*, 
till it is perfectly ripe. About the latter end of Sep? 
tember they, return to thfe rivej', wh^' er.ch . faohtly 
having its feparate allotment, Tixrji' bcji^'Able tct ^i* 
tinguifli their own property by the tadXu^.of.ihSiGSL^ 
ing the (heave% gather in the portioa tMt.^helopgs-.^ 
to them. This they do by placing ..their, cjujoc^i.- 
clpfc to the bunches of rice,, in &cIx'*pofitjDn ^s-^o^^ 
receivj: the grain when it. falls, .and then bent i it 
out, with pieces i^f wood formed for .that purpofc. 
Having done this> they dry it with frnqfeQ,- a^nd afitcri- , 
wards tread or rub off the outfide l\\x(k, j when it is 
-fit for ufe, they put it into the ikins of. fawns, or 
-young buflFaloes, taken off nearly whole for this pur- 
pofe, and fewed into a fort of fack, wherein they 
preferve it till the return of their harveft. It has 
been the fiibjeft of much fpeculation, why this fpon- 
taneous grain is not found in any other regions of 
America^ or in thofc countries fituated in the fame 
B b parallels 
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jxarallelsrotf ttititude, where tlie waters ai'e as apparent- 
ly, aidstptefl . for. its growth as ia the climate I treat oil 
As: -for. inftance,* none of the CQiintries that he to the 
ibath( and eaft of the great lakes, even from th« prov- 
iaces.. north of the . Carolinas, to the extremities of 
Lahcadore, produce any of this grain. It is true I 
found . great quantities of it in the watered lands near 
Uetroitj between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, but 
on inquiry I learned that it never arrived nearer to 
maturity than juft to bloflbm > after which it appear- 
ed* blighted,.and died away. This convinces me that » 
the north weft wind, as I have before hinted, is much 
more . powerful in th^fe than in the interior parts ; 
and that it is more .inimical to the fruits of the earth, 
after it has pafled over the l^^es, and become united 
with the wind which joins it fronxthe frozen regions 
of die north, than, it is further to the weftward. 

BEANS. Thefe are nearly of the fame (hape as 
tlwj European ;beans^ but. are not much larger than 
the fmalleft fize of them. They are boiled by the 
Indians, aiid eaten chiifly with beards flefli. 

>Th«iSQIJASH.' tThey have alfo fcveral fpecies 
ofithe^MEiX)}* (Sf PUMPKIN, which bj^fome are. 
calkd fqiiafli^, smd w;hiGh ferve many, natiians partly 
a^-^cfeibditute^ fi^rbpead. Of thefe there is the round, 
the'vcrane.bcckj'.die finally .flat, and- the large oblong 
fcfivaih; r ^f he fmaller forts being boiled, are eaten 
durirtg'x ihe-ilfmicrwr afe vegetables 5 and are alt of a 
pkafigg.' ^itvo^. I The (Trane n6ck, which greatly ex- 
cels: >all the -others,' ai*e \ifually hung up for a winter's 
ftorei «d incthasrhariner mi'ght be prgf^ryed for fe- 
vcraLmcriitiisi. '• ''-'.■■ 

.;;.,: , :.,:.•. ■ •;..;^^;'j -'■■'.. ■ '■■■'<!' '■■''■' ■ 

\: ' : ■■ :■ \:r '■ ■ ■ . ' ' ' ' '.",• '' • ' 
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X HE ct)imtriVs that lie between-* the \5i'fot 
lakes and Rvvvn- Miifiirppf?, .hnti fi'<!)nh-'tlii3hce -fdiitht 
ward to "Weft Florida, although ih . the midft bf'k 
large continent:, arid at a great diftahce fr^in tKe *fei, 
are fo fituated, thafa'cortimunication' bctWete* t1\Hn 
and other realms might conveniently be o|)ehed 5 b^ 
"Which means thofe empilre§' or coioilies that ^^ 
hereafter be founded or phmte d thereiti, ^ill be rei^ 
der ed commercial ones- ^T^e great ' River iVfflfi'ifip- 
pi, which runs through ♦the whole of "them, wiil^et^nt 
ble their inhabitants to eftablifh an intercourfe ■ wftfi- 
foreign climes, equally as well as the 'Euphrates,'* -the 
Nile, the Danube, or - the AVolga, do thofe people 
-which dwell on "their banks, and who have no other 
convenience for exporting the produce of their o^vh 
country, or for importing thoie of others, thati boats 
and ve^els of light burden : notwithftarrding which^ 
they have become 'powerful and opulent ftalsa ■ 

The Miflllippi, as I have before obferved, runs 
from north ta fouth, and paffis through the moit 
fertile and temperate part of North America, ex- 
cluding only the extremities of it, which verge both 
on the torrid and frigid ::4ones. Thus favorably HHu 
ated, when once its banks are covered wfth inhabi-* 
tants, they . need not long be at a lofs for 'mean's id 
cftabliflit an extenfive .and profitahle' commerce. 
They will find the country towards the Touth hlmoft 
fpontaneoiifly producing iilk, cotton, indigo, ind^tdi 
bacco 5 and the more uoth^^n parts, wine, ofl-,* btcfj 

tallow,. 
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tallow, fliins, buffalo wool, anJ furs ^ with lead, cop* 
per, iron, coals, lumber, corn, rice, and fruits, befides 
earth and barks for dying. 

Thefc articles, \viih which It abounds even to pco- 
fufion, may be tranfported to the ocean through this 
n\er without greater difiiculty than that which at- 
tends the conveyance of merchandife down fome of 
thofe I have julk mentioned. It is true that the 
Miiiiiippi being the boundaiy between the Englifti 
and Spanilh fettlcments, and the Spaniards in pof- 
feillon of the mouth of it, they may obftrudk the paf- 
ihf^e of it and greatly difheartea thofe who make the 
iirll attempts j yet whoa the advantages that will 
certainly arifc to fct tiers, are known, multitudes of 
-adventurers, allured by the profpeft of fuch abim- 
vlant yiches, will fiock to it, and eftablifli themf^ve*, 
though at the cxpcnfe of rivers of blood. 

But fhould the nation that happens to be in pof- 
feflion of New Orleans prove , unfriendly to the inter- 
nal fettlers, they may find a way into the Gulf of 
Mexico, by the riirer Iberville, which empties itfdf 
from t]ie MiiliOppi, after paffing through Lake Mau- 
repas, into Lake Poncl\arti-ain, which lias a commu- 
nication with the fea, within the borders of Weft 
Florida. The River Iberville branches off from the 
M:ilill]>pi about eighty miles above New Orleans, and 
though it is at prefent choakcd up in fome parts, it 
might at an inconfiJerable expenfe be made navi- 
gable, fo as to anfwer all the purpofes propofcd. 

Although the Engliih have acq^uired fince tlic Lift- 
peace a more exteniive knowledge of the interior 
parts than were ever obtained before, even . by the 
French, yet many of thcjir produ^ions ftill remain 
imknowa. And though I was riot deficient either in 
alliduity or attention during the fhort tinje I remainr 
^d in them, yet I muft acknowledge that the intelli- 
gence,. I gained was not fo perfe(^ as X: could wifli, 
^d tliat it requires further refearches, to paake the 
' - . world 
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xvorld thorotighly acquainted with the real value o£ 
thefe long hidden realms. 

The parts of the Miflifippi, of which no Turvey has 
hitherto been taken, amount to upwards of eight 
liundred miles, following the courfe of the ftream-, 
that is, from the Illinois to the Ouifconfm Rivers. 
Plans of fuch as rea^ch from the former to the' Gulf 
of Mcjcico, have been delineated by fcveral hands, 
and I have the pleaiure to find that an afhial furvey 
of the intermediate parts of the Milfiiippi, between: 
the Illinois River and the fca, which the Ohio, Che- 
rokeej and Ouabache Rivers^ taken on the fpot -by a 
very ingenious Gentleman,* is now publiflied. I 
flatter myfelf that the obfcrvations therein contained, 
which have beeii made by one whofe knov^-ledge of 
the' parts therein" defcribed was acquired by a pcrfon- 
al inveftigation, aided by a folid judgment, will con- 
firm the remarks I have made, and promote the plan 
I am here recomnjending. 

, I iliall alfo here give a concife dcfcription of cach^ 
beginnings according to the rule of geographers, with 
that which lifes mofl to the north. 

It is however neceilary to obferve, that before thefc 
fettlemer.ts can be eflabliilied, grants mull be pro- 
cured in the manner cuflomary on fuch occaiions, 
' and the lands be purchafed of thofe who hav€ ac- 
quired a right to them by a long pofleffion-; but no 
.greater difficulty will attend the completion of this 
point, than tlie original founders of every colony ett 
the continent met with to obftruct their intentions ;, 
and the number of Indians who inhabit thcie trails 
being greatly inadequate to their extent, it is not to 
be doubted, but they will readily give up for a rcr- 
.fonable conflderation, territories that are of little ufe 
to them ; or remove for the £.ccommodation of their 
B b 2 new 

• Thcmaa Hiitrhins, -Efq. Captain in his MajtAy's ^ctli, cr 
Royal AtQcrkzn Rtgimtnt of Toot. 
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new ndi>]iboi-s, to laiuls at a greater diftance froirr 
the JNIiijiuppi, tlie navigation of which is not eflen— 
rial to the v/.elfare of their communities. • 

No. I. The country v^ ithia thefe -lines, from its' 
fituatlon ib colder than any of tlie others ; yet I am 
cominced tliat the air is much more temperate, than 
in thule proviiiccs that lie in the lame degree of lati- 
tude to the call of it. I'he foil is excellent, and 
there is a great deal oi land that is free from woods 
in the p^rts adjoming to the MiiUflppi ; whilil on the 
contrary the north eallern . borders of it are well 
wooded. To^.vards the b-cads of the River St. Croix, 
rice grows m grei t plenty, and there is abundance 
of copper. Though the fails of Saint Anthony are 
fituated at the fouth eaft corner of this divifion, yet 
tliat impediment will not totally obftruft the naviga- 
tion, as the River St. Croix, which runs through a 
great part of the fonthern Ude of it, enters the Mifli- 
ijppi juft below the Falls^ and flows with fo gentle a 
current, that it affords a convenient navigation for 
boats* This trii^Si is about one hundred miles from 
north weft to fouth eaft, and one hundred and twen- 
ty miles from north eaft to fouth weft. 

No, !!• This tract, as I have already defcribed 
it in my Journal, exceeds the higheft encomiums I 
can give it ; -notwithfbanding which it is entirely un- 
inhabited, and the profulion of blefikigs that nature 
has iliowered on this heavenly fpot, return unenj<)y- 
ed to the lap from whence they fprang. Lake Pe- 
pin, as I have termed it after the French, lies within 
thcfe bounds 5 but the lake to wh'ch that name prop-- 
crly belongs, is a little above the River St. Croix ; ' 
however, as all the traders call the lower lake by that. 
name, I have fo denominated it, contraj-y to the in- 
formation I received from the Indians. This colony^ 
lying in uneipial angles, the dimenfions- of it cannot - . 
be exactly gi^'en, but it appears to be on an nverage 
about one hundred and ten miles long, and eighty. 
"--'I, No. IIL 
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No. III. Thfe greateft part of this diviilon is fitu- 
ated on the River Ouifconfin, which is navigable for 
boats .about one hundred ami eighty miles, till it 
reaches the cz^rying place that divides it from the 
Fox River. The land vrhich is contained within its 
limits^ is in fome parts momitainous, and in the 
other coniifts of fertile meadows and fine pafturage. 
It is furnifhcd alfo with a great deal of good timber^ 
and, as is generally the cafe on the banks of the Mil- 
fifippi and its brrmches, lias i^uch fine, open, clear 
land, proper for cultivation. To tliefe are added an 
inexhauftible fund of riches^ in a number of lead 
mines which lie at a little diftance from the Ouif- 
confin towards the fouth, and appear to be unconv- 
monly full of ore. Although the Saukies and Otta- 
gaumicR inhabit a part of this tra£t, the whole of tlie 
lands under their cultivation does not exceed three 
hundred acres. It is in length from eafi: to weft 
about one hundred and fifty miles, and about eighty 
from north to fouth. 

1^. IV. This colony confifls of lands of various 
denominations, fome of which are very good, and 
others- very bad. The beft is iituated on the borders 
of the Green Bay and the Fox River, where there 
are innumerable acres coviered with fine grafs, moft 
part of which grows to an aftonifhing heiglit. This 
river will afford a good navigation for boats tlirough- 
out the whole of its courfe, which is about one hun- 
dred and eighty miles, except between the Winne- 
bago Lake, and the Green Bay ; where there are 
fevenil carrying-places in the fpace of thirty miles. 
The Fox River is rendered remarkable by the abun- 
dance of rice that grows on its fhores, and the al- 
mofl infinite numbers of wild fowl that frequent its 
banks. The land which lies near it appears to be 
very fertile, and promifes to produce a fufficient fup- 
ply of all the neceffarics of life for any number of 
inhabitants. A communication might be opened by 

thofe 
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thofc who fliall fettle here, either through the Green 
Bay, Lake INIichigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and 
Lake Ontario with Canada, or by way of the Ouil- 
confin into tlie Mifilfippi. This divifion is about one 
huntlred and fixty miles long from north to fouth, 
and one hundred and forty broad. 

No. V. This is an excellent tra6b of land, and, 
coniidering its interior lituation, has greater advan- 
tages than could be expecSted 5 for having th^ Miili- 
flppi on its weftcrn borders, and t: c liiinois on its 
fouth eaft, it has as free a navigation as nioii of the 
others. The northern parts of it are fbiiiewhat . 
mountainous, but it contains a rreat deal of clear 
land, the foil of which is excellent," with many fine 
fertile ineadows, and not a few rich niliics. It is up- 
wards of two hundred miles from north to fouth, and 
one hundred and fifty from eait to vvefl. 

No. VI. This colony being fituated upon the 
heads of the Rivers Illinois and Ouabache, tlie former 
of which empties itlelf immediately Into the Milli- 
iippi, and the latter into the fame river by m.eafis of 
the Ohio, will readily find a communication .with the 
fea through thcfe. Having alfo the River Miamis 
palling through it, which runs into Lake Erie, an in- 
tercourfc might be eflabhflied with Canada alfo by 
way of the lakes, as before pointed out. It contains 
a great deal of rich fertile land, and though more in- 
land than any of the others, will be as valuable an ao 
quifition as the befV of them. From north to fouth 
it is about one hundred and fixty miles, from eaft to 
wefl one hundred and eighty. 

No. VII. This divifion is not inferior to any of 
the foregoing. Its northern borders lying atljacent 
to the Illinois river, and its wcftern to the Miffifippi, 
the fltuation (tf it for eftablifhing a comm.ercial inter- 
courfe with foreign nations is very cammodious. It 
abounds with all the neceflaries of life, and is about 
*Mii> hundred and fifty miles from north to foutli, and 

{Ixty 
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Cxty miles from caft ta weft ; but the confines of it 
being more irregular than the otherSj I cannot exaft- 
ly afccrtain the dimenfiohs of it. 

No. VIII. This colony having the River Oua^ 
bachc running through the centre of it, and the Ohio 
for its fouthern boundary, will enjoy ihe "advantages 
of a free navigation. It extends about one hundred 
and forty miles from north to fouth, and one hundred 
and thirty from eaft to weft. 

No. IA- X. and XI. being fimilar in fituation, and 
furnifhed with nearly the fame conveniences as all 
the others, I ihall only give their dimenfions. No* 
IX. is about eighty miles each way, but not exactly 
fquare. No. X. is nearly in the fame form, and 
about the fame extent. No. XI. is much larger, be- 
ing at leaft one hundred and fifty miles from north 
to fouth, and one hundred and forty from eaft to 
weft, as nearly as from its irregularity it is poffible to 
calculate.; 

After the difcription of this deliglitful country I 
have already given, I need not repeat that all the 
*fpots I have thus pointed out as proper for coloniza- 
tion, abound not only with the neceflaries of life, be- 
ing well ftored with rice, deer, buffaloes, bears, &c. 
but produce in e.qual abundance fuch as may be term- 
ed luxuries, or at leaft thofe articles of commerce be- 
fore recited which the inhabitants of it will have an 
opportunity of exdianging for the needful produc- 
tions of other countries.. 

The difcovery of a north weft paflage to India has 
been the fubje<^l of innumerable difquifitions. Ma- 
ny eftbrts Hkewife have been made by way of Hud- 
ibn's Bay, to penetrate into the Pacific Ocean, though 
without fuccefs. I Ihall not therefore trouble my- 
felf to enumerate the advantages that would refult 
from this much wifhed for difcovery, its utility being 
already too well known to the commercial world to 
need any elucidation j I Ihall only confine myfclf to 

the 
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tlie methods that appear moft prolpble to enfurelbc-- 
ccfs to future adventurers^ 

The many attempts that have hitherto been made 
for this purpofc, but which have all been rendered 
abortive, feem to have turned the fpirit of making 
ufcful refearchcs inta another channel, and this moil 
interefting one has a! moll been given up as impracti- 
cable ; but, in my opinion, their failure rather pro- 
ceeds from their being begun at an improper place, 
than from their impradlicabllity. 

All navigators that have hitherto gone in icarch bf 
this paffiige, liave fir ft entered Hudfon's Bay j the 
confequence of which has been, that having fpent 
tlie feafon during which only thofe feas are naviga- 
bto, in exploring many of the numerous inlets lying 
therein, and this without difcovering any opening, 
terrified at the approach of winter, they have haften- 
ed back for fear of being frozen up, and confequent- 
ly of b^ing obliged to continue till the return of fmn- 
mer in thofe bleak and dreary realms. Even fiich as 
have perceived the coafts to enfold thenif^lves, and 
who have of courfe entertained hopes of fiicceeding, 
have been deterred from profecuting their voyage, 
left the winter ftiould fet in before they could reach 
a more temperate climate- 

Thefe apprehenlions have dilcouraged the boldefl 
adventurers from completing the expeditions in 
which they have engaged, and fruftrated every " at- 
tempt. But as it has been difcovered by fuch as have 
jfailed into the northern parts of the Pacific Ocean^ 
that there are many mlets which verge towards Hud- 
fon's Bay, it is not to be doubted but that a palTage ■ 
might be made out from that quarter, if it be fought 
for at a proper feafon. And fhould thefe expecta- 
tions be difappointed, the explorers would not be in 
the iame hazardous fituation with thofe' who fct out 
from Hudfon's Bay, for they will always be fure of a 
fafe retreat, through an open fea, to warmer regions, 

ev£iL 
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even after repeated difappointments. And this con- 
fidence will enable them tc proceed with greater re- 
folution, and probably be the means of effefting 
what too much circumfpeftion or. timidity has pre- 
vented. . * . . 

Thefe reafons for altering the plan of inquiry af- 
ter this convenient paflage, carry with them fuch 
convidlion, that in the year 1774, Richard Whit- 
worth, Efq, member of Parliament for Stafford, a gen- 
tleman of an extenfive knowledge in geography, of 
an adlive enterprifing difpofition and whofe benevo- 
lent mind is ever ready to promote the happinefs of 
indviduals, or the welfare of the public, froin the rep- 
refentations made to him of the expediency of it by 
myfelf and others,, intended to travel acrofs the con- 
tinent of America, that he. might attempt to carry a 
fcheme of this kind into execution.* ' ; . 

He defigned to have purfucd nearfy the fame route 
that Ididj and.after having built a fort at Lake Pe- 
pin, to have proceeded up the River St. Pierre, and 
from thence up a branch of the River Mefforie, till 
having difcovered the fource of the Oregan or River 
of the Weft, on the other fide the fummit of the 
lands that divide the waters which run into the Gulf 
of Mexicp from thofe that fall into the Pacific Ocean, 
he would have failed down that river to the place 
where it is faid to empty itfelf near the Straits of An- 
nian. 

Having there eftabliflied another fettlement on 
fome fpot that appeared beft calculated for the fup- 
port of his. people in the neighbourhood of fome of 
the. inlets which tend towards the north eaft, he 
; would from thence have begun his refearchcs. This 
gentleman was to have been attended in the expedi- 
tion by Colonel Rogers, myfelf, and others, and to 
have taken out with him a fufScient number of arti- 
ficers and mariners for tuilding the forts and vefiels 
neceffary on tJie occafion, and for navigating the 

latter 
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Ifitter ; in all, not lefs than fifty or fixty men. The 
grants and other requifites for this purpofe were even 
nearly compleated, when the prefent troubles lu A- 
America began,which put a flop to an enterprife that 
promifed to be of inconceivable advantage to the 
Britifh dominions. 
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